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CHARLES  THE  NINTH, 

KING    OF    FRANCE. 
{  1 560—1 5.74*  ]  ' 


This  Prince  was  only  eleven  years  of  age  when 
he  was  crowned.  His  mother,  Catherine  of 
Mediciis,  eXpreffing  her  apprehenfions,  that  the 
fatigue  of  the  cereniony  might  be  too  much  for 
him ;  he  replied,  "  Madam,  I  will  very  wil- 
lingly undergo  as  much  fiitigue,  as  often  as 
you   have  another  Crown  to  bcftow  upon 


«  me." 


When  the  Conftable  de  Montmorenci  died, 
the  young  Prince  did  not  immediately  name 
another  perfon  to  that  place  of  power  and  con^ 

VOL.  IV,  ^  fequence: 
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fequence :  ^^  1  will,"  laid  he,  **  carry  my  own 
*^  fword  in  future/' 

Charles « fpokc  very  much  like  a  perfon  fit  to 
govern,  when  he  faid  of  himfcif  one  day  to  his 
Mother,  who  wilhed  to  keep  him  under  her 
diitftion,  ^  that  he  would  no  longer  be  kept 
"  in  a  box  like  the  dd  jewels  of  the  Crown." 

In  his  reign  the  infamous  maffacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew  was  perpetrated.  The  old  and 
excellent  Chancelier  de  THopital,  who  was  at 
his  country-houfe  when  it  "happened,  exckdnied, 
"  How  execrable  a  meafure !  I  do  not  know 
**  who  advifed  the;  King  to  confent  to  it;  but 
*'  I  fear  that  he  will  fuffer  for  it,  as  well  as  all 
**  his  kingdom." 


On  the  fatal  day  of  St.  Bartholomew,  Charldft 
fired  with  an  arquebufe  from  the  windows  of  the 
Louvre -upon  his  Huguenot  fubjeds,  (who  Wete 
croffing  the  Seine  in  hopes  to  avoid  the  general 
carnage  and  malSacre)  crying  out  at  the  fame 
time  to  the  foldiers  that  were  near  him,  **  Fire  5 
"^  fire !" 

One  of  the  great  amufements  of  this  Prince 

was,  to  cut  off  the  heads  of  the  different  animate 

which   he    met   with,  after  having  paid  the 

5  owners 
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owners  of  them  for  their  lofs*  He  was  one 
night  about  to  exercife  the  fame  crudty  upon 
the  mule  of  M.  de  Lanfac,  who  flopped  his 
Majefty  in  his  noble  amufement  by  exclaiming, 

Quid  iibi  cum  Mu/o  meo  dij^dium  ifiterceffit^ 

Rex  ChriJlianiJJime  r 
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Charles  was  extremely  fond  of  the  exercifea 
of  the  field,  and  wrote  a  treatife  upon  them, 
which  was  publifhed  by  Villeroi  in  1625  with 
this  title :  «  Chajfe  Royale  par  Charles  IXr 
He  was  indeed  a  Prince  of  great  aftivity  of 
body,  and  hated  to  ftay  in  the  houfe*  Houfes 
Jhe  ufed  to  call  the  tombs  of  the  living. 

Charles  built  a  forge  near  his  palace  at  Fon* 
tainblei^u;  "whete,"  fays  Brant ome,  "  I  have 
"  fecn  him  hammer  out  guns,  horfe-fhoes^  and 
**  other  things  in  iron,  as  well  as  the  ftrongeft 
•*  and  moil  expert  fmith/* 

He  was  fond  of  coining  money..  Having 
Cne  day  fliewed  fome  coin  of  his  making  to  the 
Cardinal  of  Lorrain,  "  Sire,'*  faid  the  latter, 
**  how  happy  it  is  for  you  that  you  always  carry 
"  your  own  pardon  about  you  !"  In  bad  wea- 
-^her  Charles  ufed  to  fend  for  the  Poets  that 
were  about  his  Court  into  his  clofet,  and  amufc 
himfclf  with  them.   He  made  good  verfes  him- 

B  2  felf  J 
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felf ;  many  of , them  arc  to  be  found  amongft 
the  Works  of  Ronfard. 

The  following  lines  were  addreffed  by  htm 
to  that  writer;  in  which,  in  a  very  ele- 
gant manner,  the  empire  of  the  poet  over  the 
minds  of  men,  is  preferred  to  that  of  the 
monarch  over  their  bodies  : 

Vart  iff  aire  des  vers  (dit  on  s^en  indlgner) 
Doit  etre  a  plus  iauti  prix  que  celui  de  regner, 
7ous  deux  egalement  nousportons  des  couronnesy 
JUais  Roy  je  les  refoisypoeie  tu  les  donnes. 
Ton  efprit  enjlammi  iune  cosUJle  ardeur 
Eclate  par  foi^merney  £sf  mot  par  ma  grandeur • 
Si  iu  cote  des  Dieuxje  cherche  Favantage^ 
Ronfard  eji  leur  mignon^  ^  jefuis  leur  image,  . 
Ta  lyre^  qui  ravit  par  deji  doux  accords^ 
?^  afervit  les  efprits  dontje  n*ai  que  les  corps* 
Elle  t*en  rend  le  maitrey  isfffait  fintroduire 
Ou  k  plus  fier  tyran  ne  peut  avoir  Pempire* 

Charles  was  generous,  particularly  to  men  of 
letters.  He  penfioned  and  gave  rich  benefices 
to  Amyot,  the  celebrated  tranflator  of  Plutarch^ 
,  who  had  been  his  tutor.  One  of  his  maxims 
was,  that  a  King  fliould  be  continually  givii^i 
and  that  as  all  the  money  in  the  kingdom  came 
to  Kings,  in  like  manner  as  fmall  rivers  fall  into 
tlic  Ocean,  they  ftiould  again  diftribute  it  in 
different  channels. 

When 
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When  Charles  was  at  Bourdeaux,  he  pardoned 
a  Nobleman  whom  the  Parliamert  of  that  city 
had  condemned  to  death  for  having  killed  a 
man.  The  King  fent  for  the  widow  of  the  de- 
ceafed  perfon,  and.  faid  to  her,  "  Madam,  I 
"  truft  that  you^  will  likewife  pardon  the  mur- 
♦*  derer  of  your  hulband,  and  accept  of  his 
**  eftate  to  indemnify  you  for  his  lofs/' — ^^  Sire,** 
replied  the  high-fplrited  Lady,  "i  cannot  ac- 
"  cept  of  fo  mean  and  f©  fcandalous  an  indem- 
"  nificatiori.  But  fince  you  are  more  powerful 
"  than  the  laws  and  juftice,  I  intreat  you  to 
grant  before-hand  to  my  fon  the  fame  pardon 
that  .you  have  granted  to  the  murderer  of  his 
father,  and  I  (hall,,  in  confequence  of  that 
pardon  granted  to  liim,  bring  him  up  with 
the  hope  that  he  will  revenge,  in  your  place, 
"  the  death  of  his  father,  without  having  any 
^  reafon  to  fear  for  his  own  life/* 

r 

After  the  accurfed  day  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
Charles  became  wretched  and  melancholy :  he 
continually  imagined  that  he  heard  groans  and 
(hrieks  ^  he  loft  all  relifh  for  his  ufual  amufe- 
ments ;  and,  after  a  difeafe  of  a  few  days,  died 
in  the  moft  horrid  manner,  his  blood  exuding 
through  the  pores  of  his  ikin*  Not  long  before 
his  death,  his  mother  (Catherine  de  Medicis) 

B  3  approach* 
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approached  his  bed,  to  tell  him  (bme  news 
which  (he  thought  would  have  roufcd  him  from 
his  ftatc  of  languor  and  defpondency.  "  Alas ! 
**  Madam,"  replied  he,  coolly,  "  all  fublunary 
"  things  arc  now  .become  quite  indifferent 
<*  to  me." 


CATHERINE  DE  MEDICIS. 

When  this  execrable  Princefs  landed  at 
Marfeilles,  the  galley  which  carried  her  bore  the 
device  of  the  Sun,  with  thefe  words  in  Greek, 
**  I  bring  light  and  fine  weather."  The  events 
of  her  Government  anfwered  very  ill  to  her 
deyice:  civil  wars,  plots,  confpiracies,  rapine, 
maflacres,  and  murders,  filled  up  the  period 
of  it, 

Catherine  is  rcprefented  as  a  Princefs  of  a 
moft  majeftic  prefence,  and  with  great  powers  of 
pleafing  in  cbnverfation,  when  (he  chofe  to  exert 
them.  Brantome  reprfcfents  her  as  being  fond 
of  buffoons,  and  always  ready  to  laugh^at 
their  jokes  -,  "  for,*'  ajds  he,  "  de  /on  naturel 
**  etle  etoitjoviale^  et  aimant  a  dire  k  mot.    Her 

«  after- 
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afternoons  (according  to  tlie  fame  Writer)  were 
always  pafled  in  embroidering  and  in  working 
on  filk,  in  whict  fhe  greatly  excelled.** 


€6 


Many  fatires  were  publifiied  againft  her: 
her  ufual  method  of  treating  their  authc«rs  was 
to  fay,  "  If  thefe  Wockheads  now  did  but  know 
"  half  as  much  of  me  as  I  could  tell  them  !** 
When  defired  to  punifli  them,  fhe  replied^  **  I 
**  hope  I  have  a  foul  above  revenge.** 

At  the  fic^   of  Havre,   (he  mounted  osi 

horfeback  at  the  head  of  her  army,  expofed 

r    •     *        herfelf  to  the  fire  of  the  cannon  like  the  moft 

veteran  fbldier,  "  and   fliewed  not    the  leaft 

fymptoms  of  fear,"  fays  Brantome,  "  when 

the  bullets  flew  about  her.     Her  maids  of 

**  honour,**  adds  he,  '^  were  not  fo  well  pleafed 

"  with   this  amufement.**     When  defired  by 

the  Duke  of  Guife  and  the  Conftable  dc  Mont- 

morenci  not   to  expofe  her  perfon  fo  much^ 

•*  Have  I  not,'*  replied  Catherine,  "  more  to 

*'  lofe  than  you,  and  do  you  think  I  have  not 

"  as  much  courage  ?** 

^  medal  was  ftruck  ofSier  with  the  fame  in* 
fcription  as  that  on  fome  of  the  coins  of  the 
Roman  Emprefl!es :  "  Catharina .  d^  Mediqs 
''  Mater  Caftrorum:^ 

B  4  When 
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When  one  day  Ihe  overheard  feme  of  the 
foldiers  abufing  her  extremely,  the  Cardinal  of 
Lorraine  faid  he  would  order  them  immediately 
to  be  hung*  "  By  no  means,'*  exclaimed  the 
Princefs:  "I  wilh  pofterity  to  know,  that  a 
woman,  a  queen,  and  an  Italian,  has  once  in 
her  life  got  the  better  of  her  anger." 


Catherine  was  extremely  liberal,  and  a  very 
generous  Protedrefs  of  the  Arts.  How  morti- 
fying it  is  to  human  nature,  that  perfidy, 
cruelty,  and  impiety,  fhould  ftain  fuch  a  cha- 
rader ! 

The  Deputies  of  the  Reformed  Religion  in 
.France  treated  with  this  Queen  and  her  Coun- 
cil, foon  after  the  horrid  maffacre  of  the  per- 
fons  of  their  perfuafion  on  the  day  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew. The  parties  had  agreed  upon  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty,  and  it  only  remained  to  give 
fecurity  on  the  fide  of  the  Court  for  the  per-, 
formance  of  them.     Many  methods  were  pro- 
pofed,  and  as  often  rejefted  by  the  Deputies ; 
at  laft  the  Queen  angrily  faid,  "  Why  fure  !  the 
•*  word  of  a  King  is  a  fufficient  fecurity,  is  it 
•*  not  ?'*  One  of  the  Deputies  anfwered,  "  No, 
•*  by  Saint  Bartholomew  !  Madam.'* 

A  Comet 
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A  Comet  appearing  in  France  during  the 
time  of  the  League,  feenied  to  afFeft  the  fpirits 
and  the  chearfulnefs  of  Catharine,  This  oc* 
cafione^  the  following  Lines : 

Spargeret  horrendas  cum  trj/lis  in  athere  crlnes 

Venturique  daretfigna  Cometa  mali^  ^ 

Ecce  fua  Reglna  timens  mate  confcia  vita 
Credidit  invifum  pofcerefata  caput. 

J^idRegina  times?    Namque  hac  malaji  qua  minantur^ 
Longa  timenda  tua  eji  ^  mn  tua  vita  brevis* 

Whilft  thro'  the  wide  expanfe  of  liquid  air 
Yon  Comet  trails  its  horrid  fell  of  hair. 
The  impious  Catherine  with  remorfe  and  dread 
Sees  the  dire  Fates  demand  her  hated  head. 
If  to  portend  fome  ill  the  ftar  appear, 
Se  calm,  great  Princefs,  and  difdain  to  fear  ; 
Heaven  in  its  utmoft  veiigqance  cannot  give 
A  curfe  fo  baleful  as  to  let  thee  live. 

*         • 

"  I  have  often,"  fays  Dupleflis  Momay,  in 
his  Notes  upon  the  Hiftbry  of  Thuanus,  "  heard 
**  Henry  the  Fourth  fay,  that  at  the  time  the 
**  Cardinal  of  Lorraine  died,  he  was  with  the 
^  Queen  his  Mother-in-law,  Catherine  of  Me- 
"  dicis,  in  her  Cabinet,  with  whom  be  was 
**  reading  the  office  of  Vefpers,  verfe  by  verfej 
**  and  that  (he,  lifting  up  her  head,  fuddenly 
**  cried  out  that  fhe  faw  the  Cardinal  of  L^or- 
*'  raine,  who  made  a  fign  with  his  finger  to  her, 
**  in  the  gefture  of  a  perfon  threatening  her, 

**  very 
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•*  very  pale  and  very  frighlful  >  whilft  hunfelf 
(Keory)  oerer  dared  to  lift  up  his  head^ 
in  fpite  of  all  the  Queen  faid  to  him.  Ma* 
dame  de  Sauv.e  (afterwards  Marquife  de 
Moirmoutier)  who  was  fitting  in  the  next 
•*  apartment,  came  into  the  room  on  hearing 
^  the  Queen  cry  out,  and  the  phantom  imme- 
"  diately  difappear?d»  The  Queen  on  the  in- 
**  llant  fent  to  enquire  after  the  Cardinal^  and 
**  was  told  that  he  died  about  the  time  that 
**  he  appeared  to  her.  M.  de  Foix  told  me, 
**  that  the,  Cardinal  of  Lorraine  was  poifoned 
**  by  the  Cardinal  d'^Armagnac,  with  whom 
^*  he  had  fome  quarrel ;  which  agrees/*^  adds 
Dupleffis,  "  with  what  is  here  mentioned/* 


FRANCIS, 

I>UC  0£   GUISE. 

Or  the  two  Princes  <)f  this  illuftrious  Houfe 
(thp  Duke,  and  his  brother  the  Cardinal  of  Lor- 
raifip),  Marfhal  de  Ret25  ufcd  to  fay,  *'  Thefe 
*•  Princes  of  Lorraine  are  of  fo  majeftic  a  pre- 
^  fence,  that  all  the  other  Princes  appear  like 
^  mere  peafants  by  the  fide  of  them/' 

After  the  celebrated  battle  of  St,  Quentin,  a 
Spanifh  Officer  of  rank  wrote  to  the  Duke  of 

Guife, 


Guiie»  to  requeft  him  to  deliver  up  to  hjm  one 
of  his  flaves  that  had  fled  to  the  French  cacnp 
with  one  of  his  fineft  war-horfes.  The  Duke 
immediately  fent  back  the  horfe,  after  having 
paid  the  llave  the  value  of  it,  and  wrote  word 
to  the  Spanilh  Officer,  that  he  would  never  be 
the  occafion  of  putting  chains  again  upon  a 
flave,  that  had  become  a  free  man  by  fetting 
his  foot  into  the  kingdom  of  France.  *'  It 
^*  would  indeed,"  added  be,  "  be  a  violation 
**  of  the  privileges  of  that  great  kingdom^ 
*'  which  cortfift  in  reftoring  freedom  to  any 
^*  one  who  comes  into  it  to  feek  there  that 
^  precious  gift,"  . 

The  Baron  de  Lunebourg,  Commander  of 
one  of  the  mercenary  German  regiments  that 
feryed  under  the  Duke,  was  much  difpleafed 
jit  the  Duke's  examining  into  the  ftate  of  his 
foldiers;  and  fo  far  loft  the  refpe<9:  due  to  his. 
illuftrious  General,  as  to  draw  out  one  of  his 
piftols  and  prefent  it  at  the  Duke ;  who  imme- 
diately, with  the  greateft  fang  froid^  drew  his 
fword,  atid  knocked  the  piftol  out  of  the  Ger- 
man's hand,  Guife's  aid-du-camp,  M.  de- 
Montpezat,  was  going  to  kill  the  Officer,  butr 
was  interrupted  by  the  Duke,  who  faid,  *5  Stop,^ 
^^^  Sir !    Do  you  fuppofe  I  cannot  kill  a  man 

''  as 
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**•  as  well  as  yourfelf,  when  I  think  fit?'* 
Then  turning  toward  the  German,  lie  iaid, 
**  Sir,  I  forgive  you  the  infult  you  have  put 
^*  upon  me ;  but  as  for  that  which  you 
have  done  to  the  fervice  of  my  Sove- 
reign, of  whofe  perfon  I  am  the  reprefenta- 
tive,  his  Majefly  will  fettle  that  as  he 
pleafes."  Then  turning  to  fome  of  his  fol- 
diers,  he  faid,  "  Here,  fc«nt  of'  you  cpndud: 
*'  this  infolent  fellow  to  prifon  V*  The  Duke 
proceeded  with  his  vifit  to  the  reft  of  the  Ger- 
man troops,  and  never  afterwards  fufFered  any 
moleftation. 

The  Duke  was  informed,  that  a  Proteftant 
Gentleman  had  come  into  his  camp  with  an 
intention  to  aflaffinate  him.  He  fent  for  him 
(who  immediately  avcfwed  his  intention),  and 
the  Duke  alked  him,  whether  his  defign  arofe 
from  any  offence  he  had  ever  given  him.  "  Your 
**  Excellence  never  gave  me  any,  T  aflure  you,'* 
replied  the  Gentleman;  *^my  motive  for  de« 
**  firing  your  life  is,  becaufe  you  are  the  greateft' 
enemy  our  Religioneverknew." — ^^Well  then, 
my  friend,"  faid  the  Duke  to  him,  "  if  your 
Religion  incites  you  to  affaffinate  me,  my 
Religion  tells  nie  to  forgive  you;"  and  he 
fent  him  immediately  out  of  his  camp.  An- 
other 
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Other  perfon  was  once  brought  to  the  Duke» 
who  had  boafted  that  he  would  kill  him.  The 
Duk^,  looking  at  him  very  attentively,  and  ob- 
ferving  his  extremely  embarraffed  and  fneaking 
countenance,  laid  to  his  Officers,  (hrugging  up 
his  (boulders,  "  That  blockhead  will  never  have 
**  the  heart  to  kill  me ;  let  him  go  ^  it  is  not 
**  worth  while  to  arreft  him.'* 

The  Duke  of  Guife  was  viftorious  over  his 
rival  the  Prince  of  Conde,  the  head  of  the  Pro- 
teflant  party,  at  the  &.mous  battle  of  Dreux  in 
1562.  The  Prince  of  Condc  was  taken  prifoner, 
and  brought  to  the  Duke,  whom  (after  having 
entertained  at  his  table)  he  made  take  half  of  his 
bed  with  him  at  night ;  and  (as  his  Biographer 
fays)  the  Duke  flept  as  perfeftly  found  by  the 
iide  of  his  rival,  as  if  he  had  been  in  bed  with 
one  of  his  own  fons. 

Puttenham  fays,  "  that  a  French  Captain  was 
"  fitting  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Duke  of 
^*  Guifc's  table,  amongft  many,  the  day  after 
**  there  had  been  a  great  battaile  foughten. 
"  The  Duke,  finding  that  this  Captain  was  not 
**  fcene  to  doe  any  thing  that  day  in  the  fields 
^*  taxed  him  thus  in  all  their  hearings :  Where 
«  were  ypu,  Sir,  the  day  of  ^  the  battaile  ?  for  I 
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fawc  ye  not.  The  Captaine  anfwered 
promptly.  Where  ye  durft  not  have  beene. 
And  the  Duk«  began  to  kindle  wifh  the 
**  worde ;  which  the  Gentleman  perceivings 
"  faid  fpeedily,  I  was  that  day  amongft  the 
*'  carriages,  where  your  Excellence  would  not 
**  for  a  thoufand  crownis  have  been  feene/* 

The  Duke  of  Guife  having  fold  moft  of  his 
eftates  to  make  himfclf  popular,  it  was  faid  that 
he  was  the  greateft  ufurer  in  France,  as  he  ha4 
nearly  laid  out  all  that  he  was  worth  upon  ob- 
ligations. 


DUG  DE  GUISE,    , 

CALLED  L£  BALAFRf,  FROM  A  SCAR  THAT  HE  HAt> 

ON  HIS  CHEEK, 

was  the  fon  of  the  preceding  Duke,  and  from 
his  earlieft  years  diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  his 
courage  and  his  gen^rofity. 

«  Ambition,"  fays  the  Abbe  de  Choify, 
'*  corrupted  all  his  virtues*  Having  one  day 
^  won  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  of  M.  d'O, 
•*  the  Superintendant  of  the  Finances  of  France, 
**  M.  d'O  fent  one  of  his  Clerks  with  the  (um 

^in 
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in  two  bags,  one  containing  the  ^old»  ami 
the  other  the  filver.  The  Duke  by  miftafce 
prefented  the  clerk  with  the  bag  in  #hidi 
*^  was  the  goH,  and  on  his  coming  the  next  day 
^*  to  tcU  him  what  a  miftake  he  had  made,  thfc 
**  Duke  fiiid  to  liim.  Well  then,  iny  friend,  ts 
^  Fortune  has  been  fo  very  kind  to  you,  you 
**  muft  look  out  for  feme  other  perfim  than  the 
Duke  of  Guife  to  envy  your  good  luck ;  fo  go 
your  way  and  keep  the  nioney." 


The  Paliiament  of  Paris- gave  this  diftin- 
guiQied  Prince  the  noble  title  of  "  the  PrefeiVer 
**  o(  his  Country  j"  a  title  which  his  eminent 
qualities  of  mind  and  of  body  well  deferved, 
had  they  not  beea  tarnifhed  with  infolence  and 
ambition. 

At  the  battle  of  Renti,  M.  dc  St.  Fal,  oAe 
of  his  Lieutenants,  advancing  too  haftily  toward 
the  enemy,  Ije  give  him  a  ftroke  with  his  fwoid 
upon  his  helmet,  and  ftopped  him.  After  the 
battle,  the  Duke  being  told  that  St.  Pal  *^as 
niuch  hurt  .at  the  affront  he  fuppofed  hinifelf 
to  have  received,  fent  for  him  to  the  King*s 
tent,  in  which  were  the  Sovereign  and  the 
principal  General  Officers,  and  told  him,  "  M. 
*^  de  3t,  Fal,  you  are  offended,  I  find,- at  tHe 

«  blow 
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•*  blow  which  I  gave  you  for  advancing  tCfO 
•*  haftily  j  but  it  is  fuiiely  much  better  that  t 
**  Ihpuld  have  given  it  to  you  to  make  you 
"  flop,  than  to  make  you  advance.  The  blow 
•*  is  furely  more  honourable  than  diigracefol 
*'  to  you.  I  afk  the  opinion  6f  thefe  Gentk- 
**  men/*  They  one  and  all  declaring,  that  a 
blow  given  to  reprefs  an  ^xcefs  of  ardour  and  of 
coun^e  conferred  more  honour  than  difgrace. 
St.  Fal  was  fatisfied. 

The  Duke  took  Calais  ffom  the  Englifli, 
who  had  been  in  poffeffion  of  it  upwards  of  two 
hundred  years,  in  eight  days  time,  and  in  the 
midft  of  winter. 

The  Chancellor  of  France,  Le  Tellier,  ufed  to 
relate  this  anecdote  of  M.  de  Guife: — The 
Duke  wa;5  married  to  a  Princefs  of  Cleves,  a 
woman  of  great  beauty ;  and  from  living  in  a 
very  gallant  court,  that  of  Catherine  de  Medicis, 
flie  wasfuppofednot  to  be  infenfible  to  the  paffion 
which  a  handfome  young  man  of  the  name  of 
St,  Maigrin  entertained  for  her.  Catherine  de 
Medicis  having  on  fome  particular  day  invited 
the  principal  ladies  at  the  court  to  a  ball  and 
fupper,  at  which  each  of  them  was  to  be  ferved 
by  the  young  noblemen  of  the  courts  who  wefe 

to 
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t6  be  drefled  in  the  liveries  of  their  miftrefles, 
the  Duke  very  anxioufly  intreated  the  Duchefs 
Aot  to  be  prefent,  telling  her  that  he  did  not  in 
the  leaft  miftruft  hcf  virtue,  but  that  as  the 
Public  had  talked  pretty  freely  about  her  and 
St.  Matgrifl^  it  was  much  better  that  (he  ftiould 
Aot  go,  as  it  might  afford  frefli  matter  for  fcandal* 
The  Duchefs  pleaded  in  excufe,  that  as  the 
Queen  had  invited  her  to  go,  flie  could  not 
|)offibly  refefe  her.     The  Duchefs  went  to  the 
entertainment,  which  lafted  till  fix  o'clock  in . 
the  mbming.     At  that  veiy  late  hour  flie  re- 
turned iiohie  and  went  to  bed.     She  had,  how- 
ever, fckrcely  lain  herfelf  down  in  it,  when  ftic 
faw  the  door  open  verj^  flowly,  and  the  Duke 
of  Guife  enter  the  room,  followed  by  an  aged 
fervant,  who  crarried  a  bafon  of  broth  in  his 
ha^d.      The    Duke  iiftmediately   locked  the 
door,  and  coming  up  to  the  bed  in  a  very  delr- 
berate  manner,  thus  accofted  her  in  a  firm 
lind  determined  tone  of  voice :  "  Madam,  al- 
thougli  you  would  not  do  iaft  night  what  I 
defired  you,  you  fliall  do   it  now.     Your 
dancing   of  Iaft  night  has  moft  probably 
heated  you  a  little ;  you  muft  drink  immedi- 
ately this  bafon  of  broth."     The  Puchefs, 
fufpefting  it  to  be  poifon,  burft  into  a  flood  of 
tears,  and  be^ed  hard  that  the  Duke  would 
yermit  hej  to  fend  for  her  Confeflbr  before  ftid 
yox.  iv,  e  draok 
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drank  it.     The  Duke  told  her  again  that  (he 
niufl  drink  it ;  and  the  Duchefs,  finding  all  re« 
fiftaace  to  no  purpofe>  fwallowed  the  broth.  As 
foon  as  fhe  had  done  this,  he  went  out  of  the 
room,  having  locked  the  dqor  after  him.     In 
three  or  four  hours  afterwards  the  Duke  again 
paid  her  a  vifit,  and,  with  an  afFefted  finile 
vpoti  his  couQtenance,  faid,    *'  Madam,  I  am 
afraid  that  you  have  fpcnt  yDur  time  very 
unpleafantly  fince  I  left  you ;  I  fear  too  that 
I  have  been  the  caufe  of  this :  judge  then, 
•*  Madam,of  all  the  time  that  you  have  made  me 
•*  pafs  as  unpleafantly  as  this.    Take  conifort^ 
**  however;  you  have,  I  affure   you,  nothing 
"  to  fear.     I  am  willing  to  believe,  in  my  turn^ 
"  that  I  have  nothing  to  be  apprehenfive  of* 
**  But  however,  in  future,  if  you  pleafe,  we  will  . 
*^  avoid    playing    thefe    tricks    with  one    aa** 
«  other.'" 

The  Duke  was  aflaflinated  in  1588  by  Pol-^ 
trot  de  Mare,  a  Huguenot,  and  an  enthufiaft, 
who  thought  that  by  this  hbrrid  adion  he  did 
fervice  to  religion,  in  violating  one  of  her  moft 
facred  laws. 

On  the  day  before  that  on  which  he  was  af-^ 
faffinated  by  order  of  his  Sovereign,  Henry  the 
Third,  fome  one  put  a  note  imder  his  plate  at 
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dinner,  to.  inform  him  of  the  King's  intention.. 
He  read  the  note  with  great  coolnefs ;  wrote 
under,  with  his  pencil,  "  //  fCoferoitj  He  dare 
**  not  do  it ;"  finiftied  bis  dinner  very  quietly  j 
and  the  next  morning  attended  his  Sovereign  as 
ufual,  when  he  found  too  late  the  truth  of  the 
intelligence  conveyed  to  him.  The  generous 
King  of  Navarre,  afterwards  Henry  the  Fourth 
of  France,  faid  upon  the  occafion,  "  If  Guife 
**  had  fallen  into  my  hands,  I  would  have 
^*  treated  him  in  another  manner.  Alas !"  faid 
he,  "  why  did  he  not  unite  liimfelf  to  me,  and 
then  we  would  have  gone  together  and  con- 
quered that  fine  country  of  Italy  ?'• 


The  Duke  of  Guife,  however,  well  deferved 
the  fate  he  met  with.  He  was  in  arms  againft 
his  Sovereign ;  and  at  the  deteftable  day  of  St. 
Bartholomew  caufed  the  brave  and  virtuous 
Coligni  to  be  murdered,  and  afterwards  tram- 
pled upon  his  dead  body,  when  it  was  throwa 
out  of  the  window  by  his  favage  orders.  Guife 
was  brave,  magnificent,  and  generous;  three 
qualities  which  but  too  often  fafcinate  the 
minds  of  the  mafs  of  mankind  fo  much,  that 
they  do  not  fufficiently  confider  whether  they 
are  direfted  by  juftice  and  difcretion. 

c  a  The 
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Thelaft.Dukeof  Guife  gave  the  Abbe  Ar- 
naud  the  following  inftancc  of  his  uncle's  ex- 
treme readinefs  in  taking  a  refolution,  aiid  bis 
finnncfs  in  executing  it : 


4C 


*•  The  Duke  of  Guife  was  one  evening  at 
"  a  ball  given  by  Catherine  de  Medicis  at 
''  Paris,  and  was  dancing  with  a  beautiful  lady 
•*  of  rank,  with  whom  he  was  upcMi  very  good 
"  terms,  when,,  taking  him  afide,  fhe  whifpcred 
"  in  his  ear,  "  Upon  my  wbrd,  it  is  a  fine  thing 
"  to  fee  you  amufe  yourfelf  here,  while  your 
•*  enemies  are  getting  poffeflion  of  the  town 
**  of  Meaux  from  you  !"  He  got  out  of  her 
in  as  few  words  as  poflible  the  fecret  of  the 
enterprize  that  was  carrying  on  againfl  him, 
"  and  without  appearing  to  take  any  notice 
**  of  what  was  told  Him,  ordered  one  of  his 
"  gentlemen  to  go  direftly  to  the  Hotel  de 
"  Guife,  and  to  wait  for  him  there  with  an 
",  Arabian  horfe  that  could  make  great  expe- 
**  dition.  The  Duke  flaid  out  the  ball  as  if 
"  nothmg  had  happened,  returned  home,  un- 
"  dreffed  himfelf,  went  to  bed,  and  difmifTed 
*«-  all  his  attendants.  Soon  afterwards  he  got 
".  up,  dreffed  himfelf,  and  by  a  back  flair-cafe 
"  reached  the  private  door  of  his  hotel,  where 
**  his  groom  was  waiting  for  him  with  his  horfe, 
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**  as  he  had  ordered.    He  immediately  moiint- 
*^  ed   him>    and  without    a  lingle  attendant 
**  reached  Meaux,  thirty  miles  diftant  from 
**  Paris,  juft  as  the  gates  were  opening:     He 
**  pufhed  on  direftly  to  the  guard-houfe,  and 
**  in  a  firm  tone  of  voice  afked  where  fuch  and 
"  fuch  Officers  were,  whom  he  named,  and 
**  ordered  them  to  be  brought  before  him.    A 
**  fudden  muraiur   immediately  rifes  among 
'*  the  foldiers.     The  inhabitants  hearing  that 
"  M.  de  Guife  was  arrived,  follow  him  imme- 
diately  to  the  market-place,  where  he  ftops  to 
hars^igu^  them.    He  then  makes  all  thofe 
perfons  lay  down  their  arms  who  had  takea 
them  up  againft  him.  •  He  delivers  from  the 
prifons  thofe  of  his  own  party,  which  the 
contr^  one   had  .thrown  into  them.      In 
fhort,  he  (poke  and  he  menaced  with  fo  much 
fiert^  and  dignity,  that  he  made  the  people 
dp  juft  as  h^  pleafed  j  and  after  having  put 
**  every  thing  upon  its  antient  footing  in  his 
•*  own  favour,  he  returns  to  Paris  with  the 
«^  fame  fpced  with  which  h^  left  it,  and  app9arecl 
*^  thiQ  famQ  day  at  the  Louvre,  the  Court  of  hi^ 
♦^  Sovereign  \n  that  city,  as  if  be  had  never 
<?  quitted  it," 

Oft  Prmces  fo  powerful,  and,fo  excelling  in 

Q  3  courage 
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touragc  and  in  refource,  Charles  the  IXth 
might  well  make  this  Quatrain : 

Le  Rot  Franfois  nefaUKt  point 
^land  il  pridit  que  ceux  de  Guife 
MettroUntfes  enfans  en  pourpointj 
£t  tous  fes  fujets  en  chemife. 

King  Francis  in  a  prophet's  ftrain 

Thus  paints  the  race  of  proud  Lorrain  \    • 

^«  Thefe  f^rinces  of  the  Houfc  of  Quifc 

"  Such  wond'rous  power  exert, 
<«  The  doublet  of  my  fons  they'll  fctee, 

«  My  fiibjeas  very  fliirt/' 

The  bodies  of  the  Duke  and  his  brother 
^he  Cardinal  were  refufed .  to  their  mother,  by 
the  Monarch  who    had    caufed   them  to  be 

> 

murdered :  they  were  confumed  by  quick-lime 
immediately  after  the  aflaffination,  and  were 
buried  in  the  church  of  the  Dominican  Con- 
vent  at  Eu  in  Normandy  ^  where  they  are  de- 
pofited  under  two  monuments  withovit  a^ny  in- 
icription. 

The  Duke  of  Guife's  perfon  was  fo  majeftic, 
that  when  his  fovereign,  Henry  the  Third, 
caufed  him  to  be  maffacred  in  his  prefen  ce,  he 
could  not  help  exclaiming,  as  he  faw  him4ying 
on  the  ground,  ^*  Mon  DicUy  commc  il  eft  grand^ 
''  itdntmqrth 
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"  The  Duke  of  Guife,  bi>  fetting  out  upon 
fome  very  4angerous  expedition,  was  defired  by 
his  brother,  the  Duke  of  Mayenhe,  to  deli- 
berate maturely  before  he  engaged  in  it. 
**  Brother,"  replied  he,  "  be  aflured,  that  what 
^^  I  was  not  able  to  refolve  on  in  a  quarter  6f 
**  an  hour,  I  (hould  never  refolve  on,  if  I  were 
"  tOyfpend  my  whole  life  in  thinking  upon 
•'  it.'* 


ANNE,  DUG  DE  MONTMORENCI, 

GREAT.   CONSTABLE   OF  THE   KINGDOM  OF  FRAKCE^ 

who  was  Prime  Minifter  of  France  in  the  reignS 
of  Francis  the  Firft  and  Henry  the  Second,  as 
well  as  in  thofe  of  Francis  the  Second  and 
Charles  the  Ninth,  prefcrved  that  degree  of 
conlideration  which  muft  ever  be  paid  to  a  man 
of  his  abilities,  and  the  firft  Chriftian  Baron*  of 

Europe. 

•  The  Genealogifts  pretend  that  this  illuftrious  family  .is 
defcended  from  Lilbius,  the  moft  noble  and  the  moft  power- 
ful of  the*  Gauls  who  inhabited  that  part  of  France  called 
L'Jfle  de  France,  and  tiiaf  he  was  converted  to  Chriftianity 
\)y  St.  Denis  about  the  ytar  ^4$. 

Under  the  rcign  of  Philippe  Ic  Bel,  about  the  year  12(J8, 
the  head  of  the  family  of  Montmorenci  is  thus  entltledy 
♦*  Montmorenci  premier  Barom  Chreftien  de  Franci,  fremiir 
♦^  Seigafur  df  Montmorenci  que  Rot  en  France.^*    Thi*  made 
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Europe.  This  great  man  was  very  unwilling  to 
take  up  arms  againft:  the  Pnnce  of  Conde  and 
the  Colignys,  to  whom  he  was  endeared  \>y:  the 
ties  of  friendfhip  as  well  as  thofe  of  confangui* 
nity.  He  was,  liowever,  induced  to  give  way 
to  this  meafure,  fo  inimical  to  his  difpoiition,^ 
by  the  following  animated  and  forcible  fpeech  of 
his  wife  (Magdaleine  de  Savpie),  pf  whom^  he 
was  very  fond : 

•^  It  is  then  in  vain.  Sir,  that  you  have  taken 
**  as  a  motto  to  your  efcutcheon,  the  word  of 
**  command  that  your  anceftors  always  ^ve  at 
*^  the  onfet  of  every  battle  in  which  they  were 
engj^ed  (Dieu  aide  au  premier  Chreftien}^ 
if  you  do  not  fight  with  all  yovur  energy  in 
*f  defence  of  that  religion  which  is  now  at- 
tempted to  be  deftroyed.  Who  then  is  tQ 
give  an  example  of  refpedt  and  of  y^ntxd.- 
tion  for  the  Holy  See,  if  not  he  who  takes 
V  his  very  name,  his  arms,  his  nobility,  from  the 
firft  Baron  of  France  who  profefled  the  holy 
Religion  of  Chrift  ?'.' 
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the  celebrated  Pere  de  la  Rue  fay  in  his  funeral  oration  upoi^ 
the  Marechal  de  Luxemburgh,  in  fpeaking  of  his  anceftors, 
'*  La  iouronm  nUft  plus  ancieniufur  la  tiu  des  not  Rch,  qui  la 
''  NobUffh  dans  U/dng  di  ces  hercs^^^Tht  crown  is  not  more 
^  amierit  on  the  head  of  our  Monarchs,  than  the  Nobility. 
<^  10  the  blood  of  thefe  heroes.".  

♦  •  « 

At 


At  the  J^e  of  fevehty,  Montmorenci  tool; 
ihc  commancj  of  the  army  whic:h  Cbarjes  the 
Ninth  fent  ag^inft  the  Huguenots,  in  the  plaia 
of  St.  r)enis.  In  fpije  of  the  fu^icioiis  of  hi^ 
fidelity  which  Charles  and  Catharjne  de  Medi^ 
CIS,  without  any  reafon,  had  eptertained  of  him, 
the  HuguenQts  were  defeated.  The  Qonftable, 
^er  having  performed  prodigies  of  valour,  after 
haying  received  feyeral  wounds  in  his  hands  and 
^is  fcice,  brok^  liis  fword  in  the  body  of  one  of 
thp  enemy's  dtagoons;  and  as  if  indignation  and 
deip^r  ha4  added  to  his  courage,  he  flill  fought 
vrith  the  exertions  and  vigQui:  pf  a  young  man. 
Jii  this  fituation  Robert  Stuart  came  up  to  him, 
and  putting  his  loaded  piftol  to  his  throat,  call- 
'cd  out  to  him  to  furrendcr.  "  What,  tell  me 
^*  to  furrender  !'*  replied  the  Conftable,  "  fiirely 
f*  you  dp  Jipt  know  me,"—"  It  is  then  be- 
•^  caufe  I  knpw  you,"  f?u4  Stuart,  ^*  that  I 
^'  give  you  this."  On  the  inftant  he  fired 
his  piftol,  the  charge  of  which  the  venerable 
Warrior  received  in  his  fidej  then  recovering 
Jumfelf,  though  mortally  ivounded,  he  gave 
Stuart  fo  violent  a  blow  with  the  pommel  of 
his  fwprd  in  his  face,  that  he  broke  thi^e  of  his 
tipeth:  each  of  them  at  the  fame  inftant  fell 
ij'om  his  horfe,  the  Conftable  in  a  fwoon,  and 
<Jying.  Montmorenci,  foon  recovering  from 
|iis  Minting  fit,  aiked  thofe  who  funounded 

him> 
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him,  how  the  engagement  was  going  on;  and 
on  being  told  that  the  King's  army  was  mafter 
of  the  field,  and  that  the  engagement  had  been 
(as  one  might  fay)  fatal  only  to  himfelf,  he  re- 
turned his  thanks  to  the  God  of  Battles,  and 
begged  them  to  quit  him,  and  not,  on  his  ac- 
count, leave  the  viftory  imperfedl.     Then  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  M.  de  Sanzai,  a  relation:  of 
his,  and  a  man  of  rank,  he  faid,  "I  am  a  dead 
^?  man ;  but  I  blefs  Heaven  for  permitting  me 
•'  to  die  for  my  Religion,  my  King,  and  my 
"  Country,    Tell  his  Majefty  how  Happy  I  am 
**  in  finding  that  death,  which  I  have  fo  often 
**  fought  in  vain  in  the  fervice  of  his  father 
**  and  of  his  anceftors."     By  this  time  his  chil^ 
dren  and  his  friends  fame  up  to  him,  and  flatter-r 
ed  him  with'the  hopes  of  recovery  j  but  finding 
himfelf  ftruck  with  death,  he  ir^treated  them  to  - 
let  him  die  on  the  field  of  battle,     For  a  long 
time  he  refifted  their  intreaties  to  \>t  carried  tQ 
Paris ;  at  laft,  not  being  able  any  longer  to  with- 
ftand  them,  he  faid,  "  I  confent  then  to  be 
•*  taken  to  Paris,  though  under  no  hopes  of 
**  being  cured  of  my  wounds,  for  I  am  a  deacj 
man  j  but  to  fee  once  more  the  King  and  the 
Queen ;  and  to  carry  to  them  in  my  own 
pierfon,  and  by  means  of  my  wounds,  the 
*^  ftrongieft  affurances  of  the  fidelity  that  I  have 
**  ever  preferved  in  their  fervice." 

# 
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In  his  laft  moments,  while  he  was  fuffering 
the  moft  excruciatiiig  tprture  fron^  his  wounds, 
a  Cordelier  e^^horted  him  to  patieacei  and  re-* 
fignation  to  th^  will  of  Heaven.  *^  Ah  I  my 
^*  good  Father/*  replied  the  venerable  hero, 
^*  can  you  fuppofe  that  a  man  who  has  been 
**  able  to  pafs  a  life  of  near  eighty  years  with 
*^  honour,  cannot  tell  how  to  terminate  pro* 
^^  perly  the  laft  quarter  of  an  hour  of  it  ?'* 
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**  In  the  time  of  Charles  the  Ninth,  French 
King,"  fays  Matter  Puttenham,  *'  I  being 
at  the  Spaw  Waters,  there  lay  a  Marlhal  of 
•*  France,  called  Monfieur  de  Sepier,  to  ufe 
^*  thofe  waters  for  his  healthy  but  when  the' 
Phyfitians  had  all  given  him  up,  and  that 
there  was  no  hope  of  life  in  him,  came  from 
the  King  to  him  a  letters  patents  of  fix  thou- 
fand  crowns  yearly  penfion,  with  many  com- 
**  fortable  wordes.  The  man  was  not  fo  much 
^  paft  remembrance  but  he  could  fay  to  the 
•*  meffenger,  Troptard!  troptard! — ^Toolatel 
**  too  late  !  it  fhould  have  come  before.  For 
^*  indeede  it  had  been  pfomifed  long,  and  came 
^*  not  till  now  that  he  could  npt  fare  the  better 
«  for  it;* 

BA3R.0N 


[    ^8    1 


BARON  D'ADRETS  ' 

was,  during  the  celebrated  League  of  France^ 
Governor  for' the  Huguenot  Party  in  the  city 
of  MajoA  in  tliat  Jpngdoip.  By  way  of  amufing 
|bme  French  Mies  that  be  had  with  him  at 
fupper,  he  threw  headlong  from  the  walls  of  hi$ 
cafUe,  intp  the  river  Saone,  the  Catholic  pri* 
loners  that  were  brought  in,  tied  two  together. 

p'AubigniS  calls  him,  **  inventeur  <fe  ioifs 
^  cruatfteZy  qui  bouffonnoit  en  les  executant — an 
**  inventor  of  all  kinds  of  cruelties,  who  ufed  to 
^  play  the  buffoon  while  he  was  executing 
H  them/' 

He  would  fbmetimes  make  his  prifoners 
throw  themfelves  headlong  fton^  the  battle- 
ments of  a  high  tower  upon  the  pikes  of  his 
foldiers.  One  of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons 
having  apprpached  the  battlements  twice,  with-; 
out  venturing  to  take  the  dreadful  leap,  the 
Baron  reproached  him  with  his  want  of  courage 
in  a  very  infulting  manner,  *^  Why  now.  Sir,'* 
replied  thePrifoner,  *'  bold  as  you  ar?,  I  would 
give  you  three  times  before  you  took  the 
leap/'  This  pleafantry  faved  the  life  of  the 
poor  fellow. 

This 
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This  minifter  of  craelty  being  one  day  afked 
l^y  D*Aubign€,  why  he  made  his  foldiers  exer- 
cife  fuch  horrid  a<9:s  of  barbarity,  in  a  manner 
by  no  means  confonant  to  his  very  great  cou- 
rage, replied,  "  that  when  foldiers  make  war 
**  in  a  refpedtfiil  manner,  they  carry  both  theiic 
**  heads  and  their  hearts  too  low ; — ^that  it  was 
'"  impefSble  to  teach  them  to  put  properly  at 
^f  the  fame  time  their  hands  to  their  fwords  and 
"  to  their  hats ; — ^and  that,  in  taking  from  them 
^  all  hopes  of  mercy,  they  were  under  the  ne- 
^'  ceffity  of  looking  for  no  afylum  but  under 
**  the  fliadow  of  their  ftandards,  and  of  not 
**  expefting  to  live  unlefs  they  were  vi&o* 
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The  manner  of  life  of  this  illuftrious  per- 
ibnage  is  thus  defcribed  by  his  antient  Bio* 
grapher: 

**  As  foon  as  the  Admiral,  had  quitted  his 
^  bed^  which,  in  general,  was  very  early  in  the 
"  morning,  and  had  wrapped  his  night-gown 
^  round  him,  he  knelt  down,  as  well  as  his  at- 
"  tcndants,  and  made  a  prayer,  after  the  cuftom 
^  of  the  French  Huguenot  churches;  after 

«  which. 
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•*  which>  while  he  was  waiting  for  the  time  of 
**  the  fermoh  (which  was  preached  every  othe^ 
"  day,  accompg.nied  with  the  Cnging  of  pfalms)^ 
**  he  gave  audience  to"  the  Deputies  of  thd 
^  Churches  that  were  fent  to  him,  aiid  was  em- 
«  ployed  in  public  afiairs.  Occafionally,  he 
"  did  bufinefs  after  the  fermon  till  dinner- 
^  time. 

"  When  dinner  was  ready,  his  houfliold  fer- 
•*  vants,  except  thofe  who  were  immediately 
**  employed  in  preparing  the  neceflaries  of  the 
^^  table,  all  waited  in  the  great  hall,  where,  the 
table  being  laid,  the  Admiral,  with  his  wife 
by  the  fide  of  him,  flood  at  the  top  of  it :  if 
there  had  been  no  fermon  that  morning  a 
"  pfalm  was  fung,  and  then  the  ufual  benedic- 
^'  tion ;  which  ceremony  a  great  number  as 
"  well  of  German  Colonels  and  Captains  as  of 
"  French  Officers,  who  were  afked  to  dine  with 
'  "  him,  can  bear  teftimony  he  obfervec?,  with- 
**  out  ever  intermitting  a  fingle  day,  not  only 
"  in  his  own  houfe,  and  when  he  was  quiety 
"  but  even  while  he  was  witlji  the  army.  The 
*•  cloth  taken  away,  he  rofe,  as  well  as  his  wife 
"  and  all  his  attendants,  and  either  returned 
"  thanks  himfeif,  or  caufed  his  chaplain  to  da 
**  it*  And  obferving  that  fome  of  his  houfliold^ 
**  could  not  regularly  attend  the  prayers  in  tbe» 
9  ^  eveu-^ 
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**  evening,  on  account  of  their  occupations  and 
**  amufements,  he  ordered  that  every  one  of 
them  (hould  prefent  themfelves  in  the  great 
hall  after  fupper,  and  then,  after  finging  a 
pfaim,  a  prayer  was  faid. 


^  The  number  of  the  nobility  of  France^ 
*^  who  in  imitation  of  the  Admiral  began  to 
**  make  this  religious  eftablilhment  in  their 
*^  houfhold,  was  wonderful.  He  indeed  in 
**  perfon  very  often  exhorted  them  to  be  re*^ 
•*  ligious  I  not  thinking  it  enougli  that  a  mailer 
•*  (hould  live  himfelf  pioufly  and  holily,  if  by 
**  his  own  example  he  did  not  take  care  that 
**  his  fervants  did  the  fame*  It  is  certain,  that 
**  the  virtue  and  piety  of  the  Admiral  made 
•*  him  fo  extremely  refpeded  even  by  thofe 
**  of  the  Catholic  party,  that  without  the  fear 
**  and  dread  of  torments  and  of  maffacre,  the 
*^  greateft  part  of  France  would  have  been  con- 
•'  verted  tq  tjie  fame  religious  opinion  and  dif- 
**  cipline. 

"  When  the  time  for  the  celebration  of  the 
*'  Lord's  Supper  approached,  he  called  together 
^*  all  his  houfliold,  and  reprefented  to  them  that 
they  muft  not  only  give  an  account  to  God 
of  their  paft  life,  but  of  their  paffions ;  and  he 
^  reconciled  thofe  perfons  who  had  been  quar- 

**  relling. 
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*^  relKng.  And  if  any  one  of  Kis  fervants  did 
not  appear  to  him  to  be  fufficiehtly  prepared 
to  underlland,  fahd  to  have  a  proper  venera-* 
tion  for  the  Hbly  Myftery,  he  himfelf  took 
the  pains  to  inftruft  him ;  and  if  he  faw  any 
"  of  them  who  perfifted  in  their  evil  courfes^ 
••  he  tifed  to  declare^  openly  and  before  th^nif 
^  that  he  had  rather  remain  aloricl  in  his  houfe, 
•*  and  wait  upon  hinifelf,  thatl  kdep  d  fet  of 
**  wicked  fervants.  The  Admiral,  befides,  bad 
^  fo  high  a  regard  for  the  difcipline  of  the  Col- 
leges, and  the  inftruftion  of  children,  that  he 
looked  upon  them  as  particular  favours  froni 
**  Heaven,  and  ufed  to  cill  theili  ferninaries  of 
*'  the  Churth,  and  fchools  of  piety.  He  ufed 
•^  to  fay,  that  it  was  ignorance  of  letters  that 
**  had  thrown  thick  darkneft  not  only  around 
the  State,  but  around  the  Church  (in  which 
the  Papal  power  has  taken  its  rife  and  pro* 
grefs,  and  which  has  fo  complete  an  autho* 
rity  over  the  minds  of  the  blind  and  of  the 
bigoted,  that  it  did  to  them,  according  to 
"  the  antient  Poets,  what  the  God  of  Wealth 
and  of  Hell,  whom  they  called  Z)/V,  did  to 
night  and  to  darknefs.)  This  induced  him 
to  build,  at  a  great  expence,  the  College  of 
"•Chktillon,  in  a  fine  air  and  fituation,  where 
*•  he  fupported  many  eminent  ProfefTors  of  the 

"  Hebrew, 
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^  tlebrew,  the  Greek)  and  Latin  languages,  as 
*•  well  as  thany  youiig  fttidents;" 

The  rtioft  ftriking  proof  of  M;  de  Goligny's 
high  integrity  and  -  difintereflednefs  is^  that 
though,  from  the  great  offices  and  dignities 
which  ht  fil]edj  he  was  able  to  benefit  himfelf^ 
iaad  to  gain  great  wealth  (as  nioft  pcrfons  hi 
his  fituation  would  have  done),  he  neirer.  added 
to  his  paternal  eflate  a  fingle  acre  of  land ;  and 
though  he  was  a  rigid  econotnift,  yet,«i  account: 
Isf  the  number  of  perfons  of  all  ranks^who  cam6 
to  hint  upon  public  bufinefs,  and  -whom  he 
treated  in  the  moft  hofpitable  manner^  fo  as  to 
expend  upon  them  what  his  own  frugal  dilpa- 
fition  would  have  laid  by^  he -died  greatly  in 
debt,  and  left  a  coniiderable  mortgage  upon  his 
eftatci 

One  circumflahce  fliould  hot  be  pafled  oyer  ixi 
our  account  of  this  very  excellent  man,  namely, 
that  incredible  union  of  tnindj  of  afFedtion,  and  of' 
jbenevolence,  which  was  ever  preferved  betweeii 
the  Admiral  and  his  two  brothers,  fo  that  they 
j-eally  appeared  to  have  but  one  foul  amongft 
themi  ' 

The  Admiral  was  tnurdered  at  the  age  or 
fifty-five  years  and  a  haKl  He  was  -  of  a  middling 
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ftaturc,  of  a  ruddy  complexion,  well  proportion- 
ed in  his  limbs,  and  of  a  calm  and  ferene  coun- 
tenance. His  tone  of  voice  was  mild  and  agree- 
able, but  he  fpoke  with  fome  difficulty.  His 
whole  air  and  his  walk  were  extremely  deco- 
rous, and  exhibited  a  pleafing  gravity.  He 
drank  very  little  wine,  ate  very  little,  and  never 
flept  more  than  feven  houre ;  and  fince  the  laft 
peace,  he  never  fuffered  a  day  to  pafs  over  with- 
i^ut  putting  down  in  writing,  in  his  paper  journal, 
oefore  he  went  to  bed,  what  things  worthy  of 
remembrance  had  happened  during  the  time  of 
the  laft  troubles.  His  journal  being  found 
after  his  death,  and  brought  to  his  fovereign 
Charles  the  Ninth,  his  moft  inveterate  enemies 
could  not  withhold  their  admiration  of  the 
moderation  and  of  the  tranquillity  of  his  mind. 
After  the  peace,  when  he  retired  to  La  Rochelle, 
he  ufed  to  read  every  day,  morning  and  night, 
a  fermon  of  Calvin  upon  the  Book  of  Job ;  tel- 
ling-bis  friends,  that  tlie  hiftory  of  that  patient 
fufFerer  was  his  confolation  and  general  remedy 
in  all  his  calamities. 

**  La  FiedeMeJJire  Gaspar  de  Coligny^  i^c^ 
"  Amfterdaniy  ]^dcxxxiii,  4to." 

The  Admiral,  like  all  wife  and  good  men, 
was  extremely  uh\yil]ing  tp  {i^tk  that  redrefs  by 

•  arms. 


arms,  which  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe  demand- 
ed*    "  With  great  difficulty/'  fays  D' AubignS 
in  his  Hiftory,  "  could  he  be  prevailed  upon  to 
mount  his  horfe,  and  join  his  brothers,  who 
were  waiting  for  him.     This  experienced 
Captain,"  adds  D*Aubign6j  "  had  combated 
the  reafons  that  had  been  given  for  having 
recourfe  to  the  dreadful  expedient  of  taking 
arms  againft  the  Sovereign,  and  there  remain- 
ed no  hopes  of  overcoming  his  fcruplcs,  when 
a  circumftance  happened,  which  I  will  give 
to  pofterity,  not  as  an  epifode  well  fuited  to 
*'  Poets  only,  but  as  a  truth  which  I  have  learn- 
**  ed  from  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  it.     Im 
"  the  evening  after  the  laft  converfation  that 
**  the  Admiral  had  upon  the  fubjedt,  he  went 
^  as  ufual  to  bed  with  his  wife,  a  Princefs  of 
the  Houfe  of  Savoy,  a  zealous  Prpteftant, 
but  was  foon  awakened  by  her  fobs  and  la- 
**  mentations,  when  (lie  thus  addrefTed  him  : 
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It  is.  Sir,  with  extreme  regret  that  I  difturb 
your  reft  by  my  uneafinefs ;  but  the  mem- 
•*  bers  of  Chrift  being  torn  as  we  now  fee  them, 
"  and  we  belonging  to  that  his  facred  body, 
**  which  of  us  can  remain  infenfible  to  this  ca- 
"  lamity?  You,  Sir,  do  not  feel  them  lefs 
*•  than  I  doj  but  you  can,  by  your  fuperior 
•*  ftrength  of  mind,  conceal  them  better.     Can 
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"  you  be  angrjr  with  the  dear  and  faithful 
partner  of  your  joys  and  of  your  cares  ?  Aft 
with  as  much  opcnncis  as  refped.  She  (heds 
**  her  tears  and  eafes  her  mind  upon  your 
breaft.  We  here  are  remaining  at  our  eafc, 
^  while  the  bodies  of  our  brethren,  flefh  of  our 
•*  flelh,  and  bone  of  our  bone,  are  fome  of  them 
detained  in  dungeons,  many  of  them  ftrewn 
about  the  fields,  at  the  mercy  of  the  dogs  and 
of  the  ravens.  My  breaft  has  become  a  tomb 
to  me  fince  they  have  no  fepulture.  Thefe 
flieets  reproach  me,  becaufe  they  have  no 
(hroud.  Can  we  ileep  fo  found  then,  as  not 
to  hear  the  dying  groans  of  our  brethren  ? 
Should  I  here  bring  to  your  remembrance 
the  prudential  reafons  with  which  you  flop- 
ped the  mouths  of  your  brothers  ?  Would 
you  with  equal  fuccefs  take  out  their  hearts, 
**  and  let  them  remain  equally  without  courage 
•*  as  without  a  power  of  anfwering  your  ob- 
"  jeftions  ?  I  am  afraid  that  this  wifdom  of 
**  yours  is  the  wifdom  of  the  children  of  this 
•'  world,  and  that  to  be  fo  wife  toward  man  is 
**  to  be  foolilh  before  God,  who  has  given  you 
"  the  fcience  of  a  great  warrior.  Can  you 
"  then,  in  confcience,  refufe  to  make  ufe  of 
thofe  great  military  qualities  with  which  he 
has  endowed  you,  in  favour  of  his  own  chil- 
dren ?    You  have  occafionaBy  conftfied  to 
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•*  mc,  that  this  gift  of  Heaven  has  fometimes 
**  aroufed  your  mind.  It  is  the  interpreter  of 
**  the  will  of  God.  Are  you  afraid,  then,  that 
**  God  ihould  impute  a  crime  to  you,  if  you 
obey  it  ?  The  fword  of  a  Kjiight  which 
you  wear,  was  it  given  to  you  to  opprefs  ftill 
more  the  opprefled,  or  to  reduce  the  power 
**  of  the  tyrants  ?  You  have  often  owned  th* 
juftice  of  going  to  war  with  them.  Can  then 
your  ftout  heart  quit  your  defire  of  doing 
what  is  right,  from  fear  of  failing  in  the  at- 
tempt ?  It  is  God  himfclf  alone  that  hebe* 
tates  and  difpirits  thofe  perfons  who  refill  his 
commands  under  pretence  of  fparing  blood. 
He  knows  well  that  foul  which  is  willing  to 
defbroy  itfelf,  and  that  which  is  anxious  to 
**  fave  itfelf.  I,  Sir,  have  at  my  heart  the  great 
*^  quantity  of  blood  that  our  friends  have  loft. 
This  blood,  and  your  own,  will  cry  out  in  this 
very  bed  to  Heaven  toward  God  againft  you, 
and  you  will  be  deemed  the  murderer  of  aU 
"  thofe  whofe  murders  you  do  not  prevent.     • 

^^  Coligny  replied :  Since  I  find  to  my  for* 
^*  row,  my  dear  wife,  that  I  have  availed  ho* 
thing  by  all  my  arguments  of  this  night 
upon  the  vanity  of  popular  infurredions  j 
upon  the  uncertain  beginning  of  a  party  not 
yet  formed  s  the  difficulty  of  an  attempt  not 
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only  againft*Monarchs,  but  againft  the  poflcf- 
fors  of  a  kingdom  whofe  roots  lie  deep  in  the 
ground  of  ages ;  fo  many  perfons  interefted  in 
its  prefervation ;   no  profpeft  of  an  attack 
from  without ;  but  a  general  peace  juft  con* 
eluded,  and  in  its  very  firft  bloom,  and,  what 
is  worfe,  made  with  our  neighbours,  who  are 
joined  together  to  ruin  us ;  add  then,  the  d^- 
feftion  of  the  King  of  Navarre  and  the  Con- 
ftable  from  our  party,  fo  much  power  on  the 
"  fide  of  our  enemies,  and  fo  much  weaknefs  on 
"  ours ;  and  if  all  thefe  circumftances  taken  to- 
gether will  make  no  impreflion  upon  your 
mind,  put  your  hand  upon  your  heart,  found 
**  the  inmoft  receffes  of  your  confcience,  and 
*'  then  tell  me,  if  you  think  you  can  fupport 
*'  numberlefs  defeats;  the  calumnies  of  your 
"  own  party,  as  well  as  thofe  of  your  enemies ; 
the  reproaches  thi^t  mankind  are  but  too  often 
apt  to  make,  who  judge  of  every  event  by 
the  fuccefs  of  it;  the  treachery  of  your  own 
friends;  flight,  bam  fhment ;  the  fury  of  the 
**  £ngli{h,  the  violence  of  the  Germans ;  dif- 
^*  ^ace,  Ihame,   jiakednefs,   hunger,    difficult 
enough  to  bear  when  happening  to  yourfelf, 
but  when  happening  to  your  children  rendered 
^  [  infupportable.     Feel,  then,  within  yourfelf, 
**  how  you  can  bear  to  die  by  the  hands  of  the 
'^^  executioner,  after  having  firft  beheld  your 
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^'  hulband  dragged  along  the  ftreets,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  infults  of  the  multitudes  and,  to 
clofe  all,  to  fee  your  children  made  the  def- 
picable  flaves  of  yout  enemies,  who  have 
rifen  into  confequcnce  by  your  defeats  and 
*'  calamities.  I  give  you  three  weeks  to  con- 
**  fider  all  this,  my  dear  wife,  and  when  you 
**  have  fteadily  made  up  your  mind  to  it,  I 
*^  will  go  and  perilh  with  you  and  with  yout 
**  friends, 

"  Madame  de  Coligny  inftantly  replied: 
**  Thefe  three  weeks  are  already  paffed  with  me. 
"  Your  courage  will  never  be  conquered  by 
*^  that  of  your  enemies.  Exert  it  then,  im- 
mediately, and  do  not  oblige  me  to  lay  upon 
your  head  the  lives  of  all  thofe  that  fhall  die 
**  in  thefe  three  weeks.  I  fummon  you,  then, 
**  in  the  name  of  the  Moft  High,  to  deprive  us 
"  no  longer  of  your  efforts.  If  you  delay  any 
**  longer,  I  fhall  be  a  witnefs  againft  you.  in  the 
**  dreadful  day  of  judgment.'* 

Coligny  immediately  joined  his  brothers^;  and 
the  wars  between  the  Catholics  and  the  Protef- 
tants  of  France  commenced,  which  ended  in 
the  treacherous  pacification  of  1 5  7 1 .  Coligny, 
jvith  the  reft  of  the  heads  of  his  party,  came  to 
Paris,  where  they  were  treated  with  fiich  ex- 
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trcme  kindnefe  by  Charles  the  Ninth  and  the 
Catholic  party,  that  one  of  the  Admiral's  Officers 
begged  leave  to  be  permitted  to  retire  fron^ 
Paris,     Coligny,  whofe  own  honefly  and  open<i 
n«fe  of  charafter  ever  rendered  him  unfufpcfting, 
aiked  the  Officer  if  he  had  loft  his  wits,  to  de-^ 
fire  to  go  away  at  fuch  a  time,     "  Alas,  Sir,** 
replied  he,  "  I  had  rather  fave  my  life  with 
**  .fimpletons  like  myfelf,  than  lofe  it  with  wife 
**  men  like  you !     Our  new  friends  here  are 
♦*  too  civil  by  half  to  us.    J  fear  fome  mifchief, 
**  and  wilh  I  could  prevail  upon  you  to  have 
^*  the  ikme  apprehenlion/'     Coligny,  however, 
remained,  and,  a  few  days  before  the  detefta-* 
ble  maffacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  was  wounded 
in  the  hand  and  in  the  arm  by  a  ihot  from  a 
muiquet,  as  he  was  on  his  way  to  viiit  the  King 
at  the  Louvre.     The  wound  was  not  danger- 
ous, and  Charles  and  his  Mother,  Catherine  cjc 
Medicis,  behaved  on  the  occafion  with  fo  much 
appearance  of  kindnefs  and  afiedion  (the  King 
occafionally  calling  the  Admir^  by  the  endear- 
ing name  of  Father),  that  no  fufpicion  con- 
tinued in  his  mipd,     Early,  however,  in  the 
m6rning  of  the  day  of  St,  Bartholopiew,  tha 
Adnural  and  his  attendants  were  awakened  by 
^  great  npife  at  the  door  of  the  apartments  in 
wjiich  tfeey  were  lodged.      He  immediately^ 
fu^ediag  mifchief,  rofe  out  of  bed,  put  osx  his 
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}iight*gowny  and  ordered  his  chaplwi  to  pray, 
himfelf  following  the  prayers  with  loud  fighs, 
and  recommending  his  life  to  God,  which  he  had 
merely  lent  him  for  his  honour.  Some  one  who 
had  feen  Befme  and  his  foldiers  at  the  door» 
came  running  into  the  room  to  tell  the  Admiral 
what  was  the  matter  j  adding,  **  It  is  God  that 
*'  calls  us  to  him;  the  houfe  is  forced,  and 
"  there  is  no  poffibility  of  refiflance," — ^^  I 
*•  have  been  expefting  death  a  long  time  fince,*' 
replied  the  Admiral.  **  The  reft  of  you  will 
**  endeavour  to  get  away,  if  you  can :  every  ef- 
**  fort  that  you  can  make  to  fave  my  life  is  ia 
^  vain.  I  commend  it  into  the  hands  of  Him 
**  who  gave  it  to  me ;  do  you  make  what  haftc 
**  you  can,  and  get  away/'  The  Admiral  then, 
with  a  countenance  of  the  moft  placid  ferenity, 
and  in  an  attitude  of  the  greateft  dignity,  feated 
himfelf  in  an  arm-chair,  expedling  the  entrance 
pi  the  affaffins.  Befme  came  in  firft,  and  not 
knowing  the  Admiral,  whom  he  faw  feated, 
afeed  him  if  he  was  the  Admiral.  In  a  firm 
l^one  of  voice  Coligny  anfwered,  ^'  I  am  he ; 
^  but,  young  naan,  refpeft  my  gray  hairs,  and 
**  my  advanced  ^."  Befme,  making  no  reply, 
(bruck  him  upon  the  head  with  his  fword,  and 
Jiis  foldiers  difpatched  him  with  many  wourrfs 
in  different  parts  of  his  body.  They  then  threw 
the  body  out-  of  the  window  into  the  court- 
yard. 
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yard.    The  Duke  of  Guife,  coming  foon  after-* 
wards,  wiped  off  the  blood  from  the  face,  to 
fee  whether  it  was  that  of  the  Admiral,,  and 
then  gave  the  body  a  violent  kick  with  his  foot. 
The  mob  of  Paris  next  ruflied  in,  took  the  body 
of  the  Admiral,  tied  it    to   the  heels  of  an 
afs,  and  afterwards  hung  it  up  for  three  days  on 
the  common  gallows  of  Paris  i  from  whence  it 
was  taken  down  by  fome  of  his  friends,  mangled 
and  covered  with  every  mark  of  indignity,  and 
conveyed  to  his  daughter  thp  Princefs  of  Orange, 
who  with  filial  piety  coUedted  every  relick  of  fa 
valuable  a  depofit,  and  placed  them  in  a  fmall 
farcophagus  of  black  marble,  on  which  (he 
caufed   to  be  engraven  the  following  infcripr 
tion,^  written  by  the  learned  Jofeph  Scaliger : 


D.    O.    M. 

SACRVM 
ET 
MEMORI^  GASFARIS  A  COLIGNJACO,  COMITIS  COLIC-* 
NIACI,     DOMINI     CASTILXONI,    EQVITIS    TORQVATi 
REGIS,    TVRM^     CENTVM  EfyriTUM    CATAPHRAC- 
TOR,  PR^FECTI,   MAGNl  FRANCIiE  AMIRALI,  CIVIS 
MEMORIA,  PER  VIM  OPPRESSI,  IN  INTEGRVM  SECVN- 
JDVM  AMPLISSIMI  ORDINIS    CONSVLTVM  RESTITVTA 
EST,  OPTIMI  FORTISS.  PROVIDENTIS<^  DUCIS,  PVR-ffl; 
RELIGIONIS      VINDICIS,      AC     PROPAgATORIS,     QVl 
INSTINCTV  PIETATISATQVE  ANIMI  MAGNITVDINE, 
ARMIS  PRO  ASSERENDA  RELIGIONE  AC   LIBERTAt£ 

PATRIJS 
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PATRIAE  SVMPTIS,  ADV£RSVS  £0S  qVI  R£M|>VB, 
PACTIONIBVS  SVIS  OPPRIMEBAHT,  BORBONITOR* 
REGII  SAKQVINIS  PRINCIPVM  CHRISTJANISS.  FRAN- 
COR.  REGIS  MAIESTATEM  PEFENDENTIVM  AV8PI- 
CIIS,  EXIGVA  MANV,  VIRTVTE  INCOMPARABILI  NV- 
MEROSOS  HOSTIVM  CVNEOS  SJEPE  FVDIT,  FVGAVIT, 
PROFLIGAVIT.  AC  POST  TOT  FOEDERATOR.  HOMI* 
NVM  INVSITATE  PERFIDIJK  EXEMPLA,  TOTIESQ^ 
BELLVM  OBSTfNATISS.  EORVM  FEROCIA  REPARA-> 
TVM,  TANDEM  ILLOS  IN  PACIS  CONDITIONES  BE- 
SX:£NDER£  CQMPVLIT,  YNDE  AMPLIFICATO  TOTA 
QALLiX   VER^    RELIOIONIS  CVLTV,   POST  vLeS  BENE 

ARMIS  E^VS  AC    CONSILIIS    GESTAS,   £T   REPVB.    PA- 

i 

CAT  A,  qvi  VIM  FACTIOSOR.  TOTIES  APERTO  MAR^B 
FREGERAT,  EORVM  INSIDIAS,  AC  CLANDESTINAS 
INOPINAT^  PERFIDIJB  MOLITIONES,  HOMO  8A(<V«* 
TIS  PATRIiE  QVAM  SViE  AMANTIOR  DECLINARB 
HON  POTVIT.  CVIVS  ANIMA  APVD  EVM  PRO  QVO 
CONST ANTISS.  PVGNAVIT,  RECEPTA  EST;  OSSA  AV* 
JEM  IN  SPEM  R£8UR|lECTIONIS  HIC  SITA  SUNT. 

A.  n. 

JU/DOnCA  "WILLELMI   ARAVSIONSNSIVM 
PRINCIPIS    VIDVA, 
PATRI3   PIENTISS.  TITVtVM 
MEMORI^ 

p.  C. 


The  Dukepf  Alenjon,  brother  of  Charles  IX. 
was  much  attached  to  the  Admiral.  After  the 
murder  of  Coligny,  his  will  was  carried  to  the 
Kinjg,  who,  on  reading  it,  and  finding  it  contain 
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an  article  of  advice  to  him,  in  which  he  recom^ 
jnended  to  him  not  to  fufFer  his  brother  to  be 
either  too  powerful  or  too  rich,  turned  to  the 
Puke  of  Alen^on,  and  faid,  "  So  this,  then,  is 
•*  your  good  friend !  See  how  kind  he  is  to 
♦*  you," — "  I  do  not  know.  Sire,"  replied  the 
Duke  nobly,  **  how  much  he  was  my  friend, 
**  but  his  advice  flicws  how  much  he  was 
*^  yours.**  So  obferved  the  Ambaffador  of 
England,  to  whom  the  King  faid,  that  Coligny 
had  advif^d  him  never  totruft  England.  "  He 
**  might.  Sire,  have  been  a  bad  Englifliman, 
•*  perhaps,  but  I  am  fur^  that  he  was  a  good 
^  Frenchman-" 

In  fome  engagement  Coligny  was  dangeroufly 
wounded.  His  friends  coming  about  him,  and 
lamenting  the  ftate  in  which  they  found  him, 
he  faid,  "  Alas !  my  friends,  (hould  not  the 
**  profeflion  which  we  follow  make  us  as  care- 
*<  lefs  of  death  as  of  Jife?" 

The  Admiral  advifed  his  daughter  to  marry 
Teligny,  one  of  the  moft  accomplifhed  men  of 
the  Court  of  France  at  that  time,  for  the  good 
and  excellent  qualities  that  he  ha4  obferved  in 
him.  "  I  give  him  to  you,"  fays  he,  *'  to  fe- 
**  cure  for  you  contentment  and  hs^pinds  ia 
•*  marriage^  which  you  will  find  of  more  im- 
I  "  portance 


1 


**  portance  in  that  fituatioti  than  either  richer 
"  or  power,  I  afliire  you/* 

Four  days  before  the  mutdef  of  Coligny,  he 
thus  wrote  to  his  wife : 
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My  dear  and  beloved  Wife, 

The  nuptials  of  the  King's  fiftcr  and  tht 
King  of  Navarre  have  been  celebrated  to-day, 
and  the  three  or  four  days  afterwards  will  be 
{pent  in  balls,  entertainments,  mafquerades, 
and  torunaments.  After  this,  the  King  has 
promifed  to  give  me  a  day,  on  which  he  is  to 
hear  what  I  have  to  tell  him  refpefting  the 
"  violation  of  the  late  edift  of  pacification  j 
^  upon  which  I  am  now  very  bufy.  For  al- 
'*  thoy^  I  have  a  very  great  defire  to  fee  you, 
*'  yet  I  think  we  ftiould  both  be  extremely  forry 
**  if  there  was  any  defeft  of  aftivity  and  dili- 
**  gencc  on  my  part.  This  delay,  I  hope,  will 
"  not  keep  me  here  above  ten  days  longer. 
^^  If  I  attended  only  to  Ay  own  fatisfadtion,  it 
would  be  much  more  j^reeable  to  me  to  be 
with  you  than  to  ftay  at  Court,  for  reafons 
**  which  J.^i}!  tell  .you  when  I  fee  you.  But  it 
"  is  one's  duty  to  pay  more  regard  to  public 
**  confiderations  than  to  thofe  of  pleafure  or  of 
**  intereft*     I  have  many  other  things  to  tell 

«  you. 
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**  you,  as  foon  as  I  fee  you ;  which,  I  aflurfe 
**  you,  I  wifh  continually,  both  night  and  day', 
"  to  be  able  to  do.  At  prefent  all  that  I  can 
•*  tell  you  is,  that  at  foiu*  o'clock  in  the  after^* 
**  noon  of  this  day  the  mafs  for  the  nuptials  was 
"  faid,  during  which  time  the  King  of  Navarre^ 
"  with  fome  Gentlemen  of  our  religion^  who 
**  had  followed  that  Prince,  walked  about  in 
*'  the  court-yard  near  the  church.  There  are 
"  many  other  circumftances,  befides,  which  I 
"  referve  to  tell  you  af  our  next  meeting :  in 
**  the  mean  time,  my  dear  and  beloved  wife,  I 
"  pray  God  to  have  you  in  his  keeping.'* 
Paris,  i8th  Auguft  1572/' 
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**  Thefe  three  days  paft,  I  have  been  tor* 
mented  with  a  flatulent  and  nephritic  colic^ 
which,  God  be  thanked,  laded  only  eight  or 

*'  ten  hours,  and  from  which  I  am  at  prefent 
by  the  fame  goodnels  delivered ;  and  I  afliire 
you,  that  in  this  croud  of  banquets  and  of 

"  ftiows  I  (hall  be  tioublefome  to  no  perfon, 

*'  Farewell,  then,  once  more  ! 

"  Your  affeiJlionate  hufband, 

•"  Chastillok/' 
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MORVILLIERS, 

t 

KEEPER   OF    THE   SEALS. 

This  high-minded  Magiftrate  was  ordered 
by  his  Sovereign  (Charles  the  Ninth)  to  put  the 
feals  to  the  pardon  of  a  Nobleman  who  had 
committed  a  murder.  He  refufed.  The  King 
took  the  feals  out  of  his  hands,  and  having  put 
them  himfelf  to  the  inftrument  of  remiflion, 
returned  them  immediately  to  Morvilliers, 
who  refufed  to  take  them  again;  adding, 
"  The  feals  have  twice  put  me  in  a  fituation  of 
"  great  honour;  once,  when  I  received  them; 
and  again,  when  Irefigned  them/' 

« 

After  the  execrable  day  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
Charles  the  Ninth  was  inclined  to  throw  all  the 
odiiim  of  that  deteftable  tranfaftion  upon  the 
Houfe  of  Goiife  ;  but  was  prevented  by  the  fug- 
geftions  of  Morvilliers,  who  told  him,  that  by 
ading  thus  he  would  conciliate  the  affedions  of 
the  Catholics  to  the  Duke  of  Guife  and  the 
Cardinal  of  Lorraine,  infiead  of  preferving  them 
entirely  to  himfelf.     Charles  took  the  advice, 
and  immediately  ordered  ^proch  to  be  inftitut-* 
ed  agamft  the  dead  body  of  the  venerable  Ad- 
miral de  Coligny,  as  againft  that  of  a  heretic  and 
a  rebel.    . 


« 


t  48  i 


HENNUYER, 

BISHOP  OF   LISIEUXi 

The  Maffacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  was  hdt 
cotofined  to  the  Capital  of  France ;  orders  were 
fent  to  the  moft  diftjait  Provinces  to  deftroy  all 
the  Proteftants  in  them;  When  the  Governof 
of  the  Province  brought  Hennuyer  the  order^ 
he  oppofed  it  with  all  his  power^  and  caufed  a 
formal  aft  of  his  oppofition  to  be  entered  on 
the  Regifters  of  the  Province;  Charles  IX* 
when  remorfe  had  taken  place  in  his  mind  j  was 
fo  far  from  difapproving  of  what  this  excellent 
Prelate  had  dotie,  that  he  gave  him  the  grcateft 
praifes  for  his  clemency  5  and  the  Proteftants 
flocked  together  in  numbers  to  abjuf  e  their  re- 
ligion at  the  feet  of  this  good  and  kind  Shep- 
herd^ whofe  gentlenefs  afFefted  them  more  thaii 
the  commands  of  the  Sovereign  and  the  vio- 
lence of  the  foldiers; 


VidONTE  D^0RT£ 

was  Governor  of  Bayonne  in  the  reign  of  CharkS 
the  Ninths  and  received  the  fame  infamous  or* 
ders  from  his  Sovereign-  refpefting  the  Hugue-^ 

nots^ 
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iiot5>  which  were  fent  to  the  Bifliop  of  LifieuXy 
and  behaved  in  the  fame  noble  and  generous 
manner.  He  wrote  to  the  King  in  thefc 
terms:  .  _ 

"  Sire,  .  •    - 

"  I  HAVE  communicated  your  Majefty^s letter  ^ 
"  to  the  Garrifon  and  to  the  Inhabitants  of  thi^ 
^*  Town.     I  have  been  able   to   find  among 

them  only  brave  Soldiers  and  good  Citizens  j 

not  a  fingle  E^iecutioner;" 


DUG  t)E  MONTPEKSIER. 

Brantome,  who  feems  to  have  been  a 
good-humoured  fellow,  like  a  true  Frenchman, 
mentions  en  plaifantant  this  horrid  account  of 
the  barbarities  of  Montpenfier,  who  was  Gene- 
ral  of  an  army  fent  againft  the  Huguenots  or 
proteftants : 


"  Whenever  a  male  Huguenot  prifoner  was 
brought  to  him,  he  faid  with  a  fmiling  coun- 
tenance. You  are  a  Huguenot,  my  friend  ? 
I  recommend  you  to  M.  Babelot.  This 
Monfieur  Babelot,"  adds  Bra^tdme,  "  was 
VOL.  IV.  E  "     "  aCor- 


. ' 
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*•  a  Cordelier,  a  learned  man,  idio  took  good 
^  care  of  his  mafter*^  conlcience,  and  was  at- 
^  ways  near  him.  To  this  perfonage  then  the 
**  poor  prifoner  was  brought,  and  after  a  few 
**  queftions  put  to  hixn,  was  condenuied  to 
^  death,  and  executed  immediately.  When 
^*  the  pfifoner  cfaaiftced  to  1^  4  won»aii»  a 
^^  maideo,  young  and  haddfome,.  the  Dul^efiiid 
f^ewjrely  tojter,  I  recommend  you  to  my 
^*  ftandajrd-beaftr ;  tafce  \  W  to  him*:  .  This 
*^  ilandard-bearer  was  a  certaiiii  M.  d^  Moo* 
**  toiron,  of  the  antient  lioufe  of  Axchi»Shop 
"  Turpin,  who  bore  the  fame  namej  a  very" 
**  fine  Gentleman,  ftout  and  tall."  The  in* 
decencies  that  the  female  prifoiiers  afterwards 
fufFered  from  this  M.  Montoirpn,  were  very 
horrible,  and  Brantome  difcuffc^  them  with  a 
very  difgufting  levity.  Some  fliameful  and  dif- 
graccfbl  inftanccs  of  the  fame  coo!  and  delibe* 
rate  crucfty,  cruelty  unprovided  by  any  ebu^li- 
'  tion  of  paffion  or  fuddennefs  of  refentmcnt,  but 
the  efled  of  vvanton  malignity  and  fiend-like 
barbarity,  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  firft  book 
rf  Sully's  Memoirs,  ftill  (if  poffible)  more  forci- 
bly proving  Voltaire's  afierticm  refpcfting  his 
countrymen,  **  Je  vois  de$  Smges  jm  apiceni  kj^ 
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NOSTRADAMUS. 

Ol^  the  great  eafe  with  which  any  ptieteoded 
prophecy  nmy  be  applied  to  an  event,  the  fol- 
lowing inftances  of  the  applications  that  have 
been  made  from  the  prof^^ecies  of  Nollradamus 
evince.  In  one  of  bi$  Quatmins  (for  in  that 
form  his  oracles  are  given)  he  fays,  "  Lts  OH- 
**  viers  croitront  en  Angleterre?^  That,  fay  his 
interpreters,  alitide^  to  the  ieiei«re  of  the  fu- 
preme  power  in  England  by  Oliver  Cr^mwelL 

* 
.  When  the  French  took  the  city  of  Aras  * 
froni  tlie  Spaniards,  under  Louis  XIII.  after  a 
very  long  and  moft  defperate  fiege,  it  wa^  re» 
membered  that  Noflradamus  had  f^d» 

Les  etuiins  crapauis  prendront  SariU 
The  ancient  toads  (hall  Sara  take. 

This  line  was  then  applied  to  that  event  in  this 
very  round-about  manner :  Sara  is  Aras  back-* 
wanj.  By  the  andient  toads  were  meant  the 
French,  as  that  Nation  formerly  had  for  its  armo- 
rial bearings  three  of  thefe  odious  reptiles,  in- 
ftead  of  the  three  flowers  de  hice  which  it  now 
bears. 

*  Arrat  wfn  anciently  fpek  Arasi 

»  i  JN'oflxa- 
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Noftradamus  was  more  lucky  than  ufual  in 
one  of  his  Quatrains,  which  was  applied  to  the 
death  of  Henrv  the  Second  of  France,  killed  at 
a  tournament  by  Montgomery ;  the  lance  pierc- 
ing his  eye  through  his  golden  vizor  *. 

Le  Lionjeune  le  vieux  furmontera 
En  champ  bellique  par  JinguUer  duel, 
Dam  cage  cTorUsyeux  lui  crtvera. 
Diuxplaiis  uncj  puis  mourir  :  mort  cruelle. 

•   The  elder  Hon  ihall  the  young  engage. 
And  hm  in  ftout  and  fingle  combat  flay: 
Shall  put  his  eyes  out  in  a  golden  cage> 
One  wound  in  two.    How  fad  to  die  in  fuch  a  way  ! 

This  fuppofed  prediftion'  gained  him  great 
credit,  and  many  perfons  of  confequence  vifited 
him  in  his  retreat  at  Salons  en  Provence,  to 
confult  him  refpefting  their  fortunes :  amongft 


•  "  When  I  was  in  France,*'  fays  Lord  Bacon»  "  I 
**  heard  from  one  Dr.  Pena,  that  the  Queen-Mother  (Ca- 
•^  thcrine  dc  Medicis,  who  was  given  to  curious  arts)  caufed 
"  the 'King  her  hiilband's  nativity  to  be  calculated  uader 
*'  a  falfe  nanle,  and  the  Aftrologcr  gave  a  judgment,,  that 
"  he  (hould  be  killed  in  a  duel.  At  which  the  Q^een 
"  laughed,  thinking  her  hufband  to  be  above  challenges 
**  and  duelling ;  but  he  was  flaiin  upon  a  courfe  at  tilt,  the 
**  fplinters  of  the  ftafF  of  Montgomery  going  ia  at  his 
"  beaver."    O/Fropbecics,  EJfay  55. 

other 
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bther  perfons  who  were  guilty  of  that  folly  and 
of  that  wickednefs,  were  Emanuel  Duke  of 
Savoy  and  his  Duchefs,  and  his  own  Sovereign^ 
Charles  the  Ninth,  Charles  made  him  a  very 
confiderable  prefent  in  money,  fettled  a  pen- 
fion  upon  him,  and  made  him  his  phyfician  in 
ordinary,  Nofbradamus  having  been  originally 
bred  to  the  profeffion  of  medicine. 

The  family  of  Noftradamus  had  been  a 
Jewifti  family.  He  pretended  to  be  of  the  tribe 
of  Iflachar ;  becaufe  it  is  laid  in  the  Chronicles, 
"  that  there  fhall  come  learned  men  from  the 
^*  fons  of  Iffachar,  who  know  all  times^.*/! 

...  ,  , 

Noftradamus  died  at  Salons  in  ij66.  Jodellc 

thePoet  made  this  diftich  upon  the  Prophet:* 

Nojlra  damns  cumfalfa  damns y  namfallere  nojlrume/iy 
Ei  cumfalfa  damus^  nil  nifi  nojlra  damns. 

*  **  My  judgment  is,  tKat  they  (ipodern  propHecies) " 
"  ought  all  to  be  defpifed,  and  ought  to  ferve  but  as 
^'winter-talk  by  the  fire-fide.  Though,  when  I  fay  de- 
^*  fpifed^  I  mean  it  as  for  belief ;\for  otherwife,  the 
*^  fpreading  or  publiihing  of  them  is  io  no  fort  to  be  . 
**  defpifed,  for  they  have  done  much  mifchief.  And  | 
*^  fee  many  fevere  laws  made  to  fupprefs  them."  Bacon, 
^aj   35. 

E  2  ,       The 
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The  following  Quatrain  of  Noftradamus  was 
affiled  to  James  the  Second,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange  at  the  Revolution. 

Celui  fui  la  principaute 
TienJra  par  grande  cruaute^ 
jt  la  fin  vert  a  grande  phalangi 
PorUr  (oup  defeu  ires  danger eux^ 
Par  accord  pourraf aire  mieux 
Jlutrement^  boira  fuc  d'Orangc, 

He  who  the  Britifh  empire's  reins 
By  force  and  cruelty  maintains. 
Shall  in  h)S  turn  each  horror  feel. 
The  Wafting  fye,  th*  avenging  fleet 
Then  let  him  with  his  foe  agree^ 
And  fave  the  land  from  mifery, 
'    Or  to  his  lips  the  Orange  juige 
Shall  poifon's  £ttal  ills  produce. 

Koftradamus  drew  horofcopes  and  calculated 
nativities.     Gaflendi  (who  had  in  early  life  be- 

■ 

lieved  in  Aftrology),  when  he  pafled  through 
Salons  in  Provence,  the  place  where  Noftrada- 
mus  Jived,  had  the  curiofity  (as  he  tells  us  in 
his  Letters)  to  examine  the  nativity  which  this 
pretended  Proi^t  had  calculated  of  the  fa- 
ther of  the  principal  Magiftrate  ctf  the  plaoe, 
when  he  found  that  all  the  principal  eVents  of 
his  life  had  taken  place  in  the  exaft  contrary 
manner  to  that  in  which  they  had  been  pre* 
difted.  He  was  to  have  an  increafe  of  fortune 
I  from 


Itom  %  &mfo%fit  tQ  bb  iamily,  and  he  never  had 
any  fortune  but  that  whkh  his  feather  bad  left 
bim ;  be  ms  to  be  a  great  travelkr,  and  he  had 
never  quitted  his  native  province;  he  was  to 
^ght  a  duel«  and  he  never  bad  a  feriou^  quatrel 
f4tb  an;  peiion  in  his  life. 


CHANCELIER  DE  L*HOPITAL. 

Who  could  have  imagined  that  this  rugged 
;md  inflexible  pagiftrate  would  have  amufcd 
his  leifure  with  writing  Latiji  verles  to.fati- 
rize  the  ladies  of  his  time  who  dSd  not  fucklc 
their  own  children  ?  His  poem  oft  this  Angular 
ibbjed  is  addrefied  to  the  celebrated  Jean 
Morel.  Some  of  the  lines  may  be  thm  f  ranf-^ 
latcd : 

Can.Natwrei  lik^  a  ftep-oiQiber,  deoy^ 
.  The  la^ipal  balm,  the  tender  babe's  fuppi;  ? 
Indvlg9i)t  parent  I  from  her  copious  ftores 
The  food  ofhelplefs  infant  life  (he  pours  ; 
To  thofe  vain  females  niggartBy  alone, 
^boTe  pride  and  luxury  her  powers  dHbwsQ* 
Obferve  the  iavage  tyrants  of  the  fidd| 
They  ta  th'  unnatural  aioAfar  lefibaa  yidd^ 

:   Qloes  the  fierce  Iionef%  of  borfidgls^re^ 
)4eglef^  her  favage  charge,  her  rifing  care^ 
A^  her  young  ofFspringy  with  obdurate  hear^ 

-    To  her  fell  neighbour's  purdias'd  <;are  impart  ? 

«  4  The 
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The  poem  is  a  long  one,,  and  contains  mahy 
as  fine  and  as  flrong  fentiments  as  thofe  juil 
quoted.  The  late  excellent '  Dr.  Gregory  of 
Edinburgh  has,  in  his  very  ingenious  and  enter- 
taining "  Comparative  View  of  the  State  and 
•*  Faculties  of  Man  with  thofe  of  the  Animal 
"  World,"  (hewn  it  to  be  no  lefs  the  intereft 
than  the  duty  of  the  mother  (unlefs  her  flate  of 
health  prevent  it)  to  fuckle  her  own  child.  She 
procures  greater  health  and  fpirits,  as  well  as 
greater  beauty,  by  the  operation ;  and,  adds  he, 
"  another  great,  inconveniency  attending  the 
negled  is,  the  depriving  women  of  that  inter- 
val of  refpite  and  of  eafe  which  nature  in- 
teQded  for  them  bety;zeen  child-bearings. 
"  A  woman  who  does  not  nurfe,  has  naturally 
'^  a  child  every  year:  this  greatly  exhaufts  the 
'^  conftitution,  and  brii^s  on  the  infirmities  of 
old  age  before  their  time.  A  woman  who 
nurfes  her  child,  has  an  infferval  of  a  year  and 
a  half  or  two  ^ears  betwixt  her  chi^ren,  in 
^*  which  the  cPAftitution  has  time  to  recover 
*^  its  vigour.'* 

The  Chancellor  de  THopital's  Latin  Poems 
are  in  one  vol.  folio,  1585,  and  in  one  vol. 
o&avo,  173a.  Of  this  great  ifaa^ftrate*s  fimple 
manner  of  living  j^rantome  gives  this  account : 


It 


4C 


"  II  me  depecha  bientAt  &  nous  fit -diner 
'*  tres  bicn  du  bauilli  feuleuient  (car  c*etc«t  foiv 
[  ufage).    Devant  le  diner  ce  n*ctoit  que  beaux 

difcours   &   belles  fentences  &  quelquefois 

audi  de  gentils  mots  pour  rire/* 


m 


L'Hopital  ufed  to  fay  of  thofe  perfons  who 
piqued  themfelves  upon  ntvcr  r^fufing  any 
thing,  "  that  they  had  one  quality  at  leaft  in 
**  common  with  a  young  prodigal,  and  with  a 
^*  woman  of  loofe  cohduft/*    ' 


LE  PRESIDENT  DE  THOU. 

* 

Th^  iUuftrious  Thuanus  faid,  that  on  iiis 
mentioning  one  day  to  his  Father,  thriftopher 
dc  Thou,  Firft  Prefident  of  tlie  Parliament  of 
Paris,  fomething  relating  to  the  infambias  and 
cruel  maflacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  he  flopped 
Jiim  fhortlj^,  e:^claiming  from  Statius, 

<*  Excidat  ilia  dies  avo^  nee  pojiera  eredant 
**  Sacula ;  nos  eerte  taceamusy  et  obruta  multd  * 
**  No^e  tegi  propria  patiamur  crimina  genies***  ' 

^\  O  may  that  day,  the  fcandal  of  the  age,  ^ 

•*  Be'  ever  blotted  from  the  hiftork 'page ! 
'     *'  May  the  kmd  Fates  in  Night's  obfcureft  veil 
*«  Cover  each  record  of  the  horrid  talc ;  . 
'^  And  hide,, in  mercy,  from  all  future  times 
M  Qui  nation's  cruelty,  our  nation's  crimes !" 


C.5»    ] 
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MONTAGNE. 

Whpn  Montagnc*s  Travels  were  found  In 
MS-  a  few  years  ago,  in  a  cheft  at  his  chateau 
in  the  province  of  Perigord,  much  was  expedcd 
from  them.  They  have  been  lately  publiflied, 
and  contain  liothiog  but  the  hiftory  of  his  dif- 
orders,  and  of  the  cfft<fks  of  the  fcveral  mineral 
W9tef3  he  tried  upon  them.  One  paflage  in 
thexx)  however,  when  he  comes  to  fpeak  of 
Konie,  is  yery  fublime.  His  obftrvations,  in 
general,  he  ididated  to  his  Secretary,  who  makes 
his  mafer  fpeak  in  the  third  perfon.  They 
were  together  at  Rome  iq  the  year  1580 :  "On 
**  nc  voit  rien  de  Rome  que  le  Ciel,  fans  Ic- 
♦*  quel  elle  avoit  ete  affife,  &  la  pl?int  de  fon 
^  gite ;  que  cettc  fcience  qu'on  en  avoit  ctolt 
**  une.  fcience  abflraite  ^  de  contemplation, 
«*  de  laquelle  il  n*avoit  rien  qui  tomb^t  fous  les 
^*^  fens.  Ceux  qui  difoient  qu*on  y  voyoit  les 
**  mines  de  Rome  en  dtfoient  trop,  car  les 
**  ruines  d^une  fi  epouvantable  machine  rappor- 
"  tercient  plus  d*honneur  &  de  reverence  a  fa 
**  memoirs?  j  ce  n'iptoit  rien  que  fon  fepulture, 
]L.e  monde  ennemi  de  fa  longue  domination 
avoit  premierement  brife  &  fracafie  toutes 
les  pieces  de  ce  corps  admirable  j  &  parce- 
^*  qti'^)CQre  tovt  mart;|  lenveri^  ^  d^gure,  il 

*^  lui 


cc 
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^*  lui  feifoit  honcur^  il  en  af  dit  eafev^U  la  rum© 

Montagne  has  been  felfcly  accufcd  of  want  of 
religion.  On  finding  bimfelf  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  he  fent  to  fomc  of  his  neighbours  to  pray 
with  him,  and  to  attend  the  ceremony  of  mafi 
in  his  chamber.  At  the  inllant  of  the  deva* 
tionof  the  hoft,  he  with  a  tranfport  of  devotion 
ri^ifed  himfelf  oijt  of  his  bed  upon  his  knees, 
and  died  in  the  ad  of  adoring  that  facred  myf^ 
tery  of  the  Catholic  cl^urch^ 

Montagne  appears  to  have  pofleffcd  a  mind 
highly  fufceptiblc  of  the  power  of  fricndfhip^ 
His  letter  giving  an  account  of  the  death  of  his 
learned  friend  Etienne  de  la  Boetie,  is  a  very 
pathetic  narrative.  Montagne,  at  the  defire  of 
his  father/  tranflated  from  the  Latin  Sebonde's 
Natural  Theology.  He  dedicates  his  tranf^ 
lation  to  his  father,  and,  with  a  filial  refpeft  nof: 
very  common,  calls  him  every  where  in  the  de-* 
^ication  Monjeigneur. 

Cardinal  de  Perron  ufed  to  call  Montagne*^ 
Effays  "  Le  Breviaire  det  Umnites  Gcm.*^ 
The  feverer  Huet  entitles  them  **  Le  Breviaire 
^*  des  Parejfeux.^*  The  peevilh  Scaliger  crie? 
put,   [^  What  is  it  to  the  world  in  general^ 

"  whether 
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"  whether  Montagne  loves  red  or  white  wine 
"  beft?"  Yet  in  fpite  of  this  farcafm  o^that 
great  fcholarj  whatever  Montagne  relates  about 
himfelf  comes  home  to  the  bufmpfs  and  bofom 
of  every  lover  of  nature  and  obferver  of  the 
human  charafter.  To  his  Eflays  may  be  ap' 
plied  from  Horace, 

*f  IIU  velutfidis  arcana  Jodalihut  olim 
"  Crddebat  libris :  neque^ft  mare  cejferat  ufquam 
*'  Decurrens  allij  nequefi  beniy  quo^t  ut  emnis 
.*'  Fotiva  pateat  veluti  defcripta  tabella 
«  ntafms " 

..  Montagne,  whom  no  one  can  fufped;  of  pre- 
judice or  bigotry,  or  of  attachment  to  any  thing 
merely  becaufe  it  is  eftabliftied,  fpeaking  of 
Kings j  fays,  with  his'ufual  good  humour  and 
good  fenfe,  *^We  owe  duty  and  obedience  to 
^  Kings ;  for  that  regards  their  office.  Efteem 
^*«  and  affeftion  we  owe  to  them  when  they  are 
**  perfons  of  virtue.  Let  ris  make  the  facrifice 
♦^  for  the  fake  of  political  order,  to  bear  with 
**  them  with  patience,  even  when  they  are  un^ 
**  worthy  of  their  high  office.  For  the  fame 
<*  reafon  let  us  conceal  their  failings,  and  make 
**.the  moft  we  can  even  of  their  indifferent 
"  aftions,  as  long  as  we  ihall  have  occ^on  for 
♦*  their  fupport/'  ' 

Though 
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Though  always  talking  and  thinking  abocrt 
his  health,  Montagne  afFedted  univerfally  to 
ridictile  the  profeflbrs  of  medicine.  He  ufed 
to  fay  of  them,  "  that  they  know  more  of 
*^  Galen  than  of  their  patients.  .  Yet,"  added 
he,  "  let  them  live  by  our  follies ;  they  are  not 
"  the  only  perfons  who  do  fo."  To  fome  hy- 
pochondriacal friend  of  his  he  faid,  "  Get  your 
"  phyfician  to  order  you  a  medicine  for  your 
'*  head  j  it  will  do  you  more  fervice  there  than 
"  when  applied  to  the  ftomach." 


*^  Cowardice,"  fays  Montague  very  well,  in 
one  of  his  Effays,  "  is  the  mother  of  cruelty. 

*  Courage,"   adds   he,   "  that  I  mean  whicli 

*  oppofes  itfelf  only  to  refiftance, 

nee  mji  bellantis  gaudet  cervice  juvenct^ 

^  flops  when  it  fees  the  enemy  at  its  mercy. 

*  But  cowardice,"  continues  the  acute  Gafeon, 

*  to  (hew  that  it  can  alfo  do  its  part,  not  hav- 
'  i^g  been   able  to  figure  in  the  firft  rank, 

*  takes  its  part  in  the  fecond,  which  is  blood 

*  and  llaughter-    The  murders  attendant  upon 
'  vi6toi:ies   are  generally   committed  by    the 

*  loweff  clafs  of  the  army,  and  by  thofe  that 
'  haVe  the  care  of  the  baggage.     And  what 

*  caufes  fuch  unheard-of  cruelties  in  all  civil 
'  wars  is,  that  the  populace,  to  fhew  its  bravery 

''  and 
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••  and  its  mijitaiy  (kill,  ftceps  itfdf  in  blood  tip 
to  the  elbows,  and  tears  to  pieces  even  the 
body  that  lies  proHrAte  at  its  feet^'' 


**  I,  in  conjundtioil  with  the  Baron  of  Cau* 
«*  pene,**  fays  this  entertaining  Writer,  **  had 
^  the  patronage  of  a  benefice  at  the  foot  of 
*•  one  of  our  Gafcon  mountains,  in  a  country 
**  of  confiderabie  extent.     The  inhabitants  of 
•*  this  fpot,  like  thofe  of  the  Valley  Angrougnc, 
•*  lived  after  a  manner  of  their  own,  and  were 
**  governed    by  certain  laws    and  regulations 
^  which  had  been  received  from  father  to  fon, 
**  and  to  which  they  contented   to  pay  obe- 
*'  dience,  from    the*  rfeverence    they  had  to 
**  eftablifhed  cuftom-     This  little  diftnd  was, 
•*  from   time    imnaemorial,    in    fo  happy    a 
*'  fituation,    that   none  of  the   neighbouring 
"  Judges  had  ever  taken  the  trouble  to  decide 
*"  any  of  their  caufes.     No  lawyer  had  ever 
"  been  employed  to  confult  with  them;   no 
"  flxai^er  had  ever  been  called  in   to  fettle 
"  their  dilputes ;  nor  was  any  inhabitant  ever ' 
*^  known  to  be  reduced  to  aik  alms.     They 
**  avoided   very  fcrupuloufly  all   connexions 
^  with  the  other  parts  of  France,  to  keep  their 
"  minds  in  the  utmoft  ftate  of  purity ;  until 
^*  fome  time  fince,  in  the  memory  of  the  fa- 
"  thers  of  the  prefent  generation,  it  unluckily 

^J  happened 
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**  happened  that  one  of  the  natives  took  it  into 
^'  his  head  to  breed  up  his  fon  as  a  lawyer, 
*«  having  had  him  taaght  to  write  in  a  neigh- 
••  bouring  village.     This  yowth  "being  now  be- 
^  come  a  perfon  of  confcq«ence  in  his  owa 
•'eyes,  begin  to  difdain  the  old  cuflxwns  of 
^  the  diftnft,  and  to  put  into  the  heads  of  its 
**  inhabitants  high  notions  of  the  magnificence 
**  that  took  place  around  them.    One  of  the 
•*  inhabitants  having  had  a  goat  purioined  from 
**  him,  he  advifed  him  to  apply  for  jufticc  to 
•*  the  ro)^l  Judges  that  were  neareft  to  him  ; 
■•  and  thus  he  went  on  till  he  had  deftroyed  all 
**"^the   antient  fimplicity  of  his  countrymen. 
"  At  the  tail  of  this  innovation,  the  inhabi- 
tants fay^  there  happened  one  of  much  more 
fiital  confequence,  by  means  of  a  phyfician, 
^  who  unluckily  for  them   took  it  into  his 
••  bead  to  many  a  young  woman  d£  their  vil- 
^  lage,  and  live  amongft  them.     He  began 
with  teaching  them  that  there  were  fuch 
tiiingstlb  fevers,  rheums,  and  impofthumes, 
^  an4  in  what  part  of  tlie  human  body  the 
**  heart,  the  liver,  and   the    inteftines   were 
^  placed,  of  which  till  then  they  had  remained 
^  In  peife^l  ignorance;  and  inftcadof  garlick, 
**  with  which  they  had  been  accufbomed  to 
•*  cute  aH  their  difirafesi^  however  violent  and 
f  idai^roQSy  he  ordered  them,  for  a  cough  or 
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*^  an  indigeftion  fbme  flrange  foreign  .mixture^^ 
**  and  began  to  make  a  trade  not  only  of 
^  their  healths  but  of  their  lives.  Thcyfwc^, 
"  that  until  his  time  they  never  obferved  that 
"  being  out  at  nig^t  in  the  dew  gave  them 
**  head-achs,  that  it  was  unwholefome  to  drink 
"  any  thing  warm,  or  that  the  winds  of  au- 
*^  tumn  were  more  unwholefome  than  thofe  ci 
the  fpring;  that  fince  their  making  uie  of 
the  medicines  introduced  by  him,  they  have 
been  befet  with  a  whole  legion  of  difeafesy 
to  which  they'  had  never  been  aceuftomed*; 
and  that  they  perceive  a  general  falling-off 
•*  of  their  antient  vigour  of  conftitution,  as  wdl 
*^  as  that  their  lives  are  fhortened  by  one  half 
'*atleaft/' 

•   k 

**  There  is  no  nation/*  adds  Montagnei 
which  has  not  exifted  for  feveral  ages  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  art  of  medicine; 
PhyCcians  were  not  known  in  the  firft  ages, . 
that  is  to  fay,  in  the  beft,  the  moft  happy 
**  times,  and  even  the  tenth  part  of  the  wckldf 
**  does  not  make  ufe  of  them.  The  Romans 
were  fix^hundred  years  without  them  s  and, 
after  having  tried  them  for  fome  time,  dif- 
miffed  then>  from  their  city  at  the  inftiga^ 
**  tion  of  Cato  the  Cenfor,  who  (hewed  at  ieafl: 
^  how  well  be  coidd  do  without  themt  having 

«  lived 
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^  lived  himfelf  eighty-five  y^rs/and  having 
^  enabled  hh .  wife  to  attain  to  an  extneme 
**  old  age  without  a  phyiician,  tho*  not  indeed 
^  without  phyfic^  for  I  give  that  name  to  eVery 
^^  thing  which  can  eohtribute  to  the  falubrity 
**  of  ow  lives.'* 

The  lively  old  <5afcon  tttentioas  in  his 
Eflays,  that  he  faw  three  American  lavages  at 
tlouen  iA  France,  who  vifited  that  country  frorii 
fcuriofity ;  that  they  Were  prefented  to  Charle$ 
the  Ninth,  who  happened  to  be  ilt  Rouen  at 
the  time>  and  were  fliewn  every  thing  curious 
that  the  capital  of  Nonttandy  poflefied^  as  the 
Cathedral^  the  Bridge  of  Boats  j&o»  The  King 
Qx>ke  to  them  for  fomc  time  by  his  interpre- 
ter i  and  after  they  had  obferved  the  fpkndot 
of  the  Court,  its  tnannef  df  livings  and  ihe  ne^ 
fight  to  them  of  a- line  eityj  they  were  aflced 
what  had  moft  ftruck  theihi  "  They  mentioned 
^  thre^  things,"  fays  Montagne,  **  I  have  for- 
•*  gotten  one  of  them.  They  faid j  they  werie 
**  much  aftoniftied  that  fo  many  men  of  large 
**  ftature  (meaning  the  King's  Swifs  Guards^ 
**  with  largp  beards,  Arong,  and  bearing.  arm% 
*^  ihQuld  fuhmit  to.  ^^bey  a  child  *,  mi  that 

^' .«  .....       V      .1  mcy 

r  f 

*  A  cotemporary  Writer  obferves*  thit  another  of  the 

tbinfi  which  ftruck  tliCBi  was  the  marfcec-piacc  of  Rouen, 

VM*  tv«  '    t  whcr« 
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"  they  did  not  rather  chufe  One  from  them* 
•*  fclviis  to  command  them.  They  were  next 
♦«  aftoni(hed  (as  they  have  a  term  in  their  lati- 
<«  guage  for  men,  which  is,  counterparts  one  of 
^  another)  that  they  had  obferved  amongft  us 
•*  men  full  and  gorged  {gorgez)  with  all  kinds 
**  of  conveniencies^  and  that  their  counterparts 
were-  begging  at  their  doors,  dying  of  hunger 
and  poverty  3  and  thought  it  ftrange  that 
^  thcfe  counterparts  to  each  other  could  fufFer 
**  fuch  an  injuftice,  and  that  they  did  not 
**  cither  take  them  by  the  throat,,  or  burn  their 
**  houfes/' 

•*  I  afked  one  of  them,*'  adds  Montaghc 
**  (who  appeared  to  be  the  chief,  and  whom 
**  the  failors  who  brought  them  over  called  a 
"  King)  what  advantage  he  received  from  his 
"  fuperiority  of  rank,  to  the  reft  of  his  brethren. 
"  He^  replied,  that^  lie  marched'  at  their  head 
•*  when  they  went  to  war.  '  I  aiked  Jiirn  .how 
'•*.  many  mjen .  followed  him  on  that  occafion. 

» 

where  provKions  and  all  kinds  of  conveniencies  were  inv 
mediately  to  be  had  on  a  man's  taking  a  piece  of  metal  out 
of  a  bagi'  Here  th^y  (hipped,  and  failed  to  oblerVe  this 
as  thel'fiSbf^  bf-  a-reg<ila<  eftablifted  government  whdift 
ihey,  Trying  free  and  independent,  are  reduced  to  all  the 
miferies  of  extemporaneous  life,  and  often  die  of  hunger. 

"He 


TTe  ftpiied,  pointing  to  a  certain  inclofure, 
that  there  might  be  as  many  perfons  as  that 
could  contain  (about  four  or  five  thoiifand 
perhaps).  I  then  affced  him  if  his  authority 
ceafed  after  the  Wi»r.  He  replied,  that  this 
**  mark  of  it  Only  remained j  that  when*  he 
*•  vifited  the  villages  dependent  upon  his  go- 
vernment,  they  made  a  road  through  the 
hedges  of  their  inclofures,  that  he'  might 
pafs  at  his  eafe*'* 


Montane,  in  one  of  his  Effays,  witii  great 
truth  calls  the  irftagihation  "  /d  Folk  du  Logis^^^ 
that  power  of  the  mind  which  without  proper 
direftioh  ferves  merely  to  embafrafs  and  diftradt 
the  underftanding. 


ttutarch,'" .  iays  this  excellent  Writef ,  fays 
^  fomewhere  in  his  Chapter  upon  Inequality^ 
**  there  is  not  fo  great  a  difference  between  dne 
*^  beaft:  and  another,  as  between  6ne  tnan  and 
*'  another.     He'  is  fpeaking  of  the  powers  of 
*^  the  mind  and  the  internal  qualities  of  man. 
"  In  truth,  I  find  fuch  a.diftance  in  point  of 
*^  inteUed,  as  1  thirfk,  between  Eparriinondas 
*^  and  a.  perfon  who  ftiall  be  namelefs,  that  I 
**  would  readily  go  beyond  Plutarch^  knd  fay 
^^  that  there  is  mora  difference  between  thofe 

pa  **  two 
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two  perfons  than  there  is  between  a  parti*- 
cular  man  and  a  particular  beafl. 

**  Him^  f^r  Viro  qmdpraftatf 

"  And  there  are  as  many  different  degrees  of 
"  underftanding  in  men  as  there  are  feet  from 

* 

"  earth  to  Heaven :  nearly  without  number* 


In  truth,  except  the  mere  name  of  Kirig» 
our  Kings  in  France  put  us  very  little  out 
"  of  our  way. 


Cfi 


Indeed,  our  laws  are  free  enough/*  adds 
the  honeft  old  Gafcon ;  "  and  the  weight  of 
^  fovereignty  fcarcely  affefts  a  French  Gentle- 
•*  man  twice  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life. 
**  The  eflential  and  effeftual  fubjedion  governs 
"  thofe  only  who  wifli  to  have  it  afTedt  them, 
"  and  who  like  to  do  themfelves  honour  and  to 
**  enrich  themfelves  by  fuch  fubjeftion.  For 
**  the  man  who  likes  to  keep  fnug  by  his  own 
•*  fire-fide,  and  to  conduft  his  affairs  without 
**  quarrelling  and  without  law-fuits,  is  as  In- 
dependent a  being  as,  the  Doge  of  Venice.. 
Paucos  fervituSy  f  lures  fervitutem  tenent : — - 
**  Slavery  comes  but  to  few  perfonsi  but  many 
"  perfons  come  to  llayery.*' 
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Charron*s  celebrated  Treatife  on  Wifdom 
1$  a   kind  of  Commentary  on  the  Effays  of 
Montagne,  The  old  Gafcon  was  fo  pleafed  with 
his  book  and  his  converiation^  that  he  permitted 
him  to  take  his  name  and  to  bear  his  arms. 
The  times  in  which  he  wrote  could  fo  ill  bear 
the  truths  advanced  in  the   "  Treatife  upon 
*•  Wifdoni>*'   that  he  was  denounced  by  the 
Univerfity  of  Paris    as  a  man   of  irreligious 
principles.     His  friend  the  Prcfident  Jeannin, 
fo  well  known  by  his  negotiations  *  in  Hol- 
land, faved  his  book  from  being  condemned,  by 
permitting  the  Tale  of  it  as  a  book  of  politics. 
The  frontifpicce  to  the  Elzevir  edition  of  Char- 
ton's  Treatife  reprefents  the  Goddefs  of  Folly 
leading  mankind  by  their  paffions. 

.  Charron  wrote  another  Treatife,  not  fo  much 
ii^ad  as  his  Treatife  upon  Wifdom.  It  is  on  the 
^^  Three  Great  Truths.  In  the  firft  part  he  at- 
.  tacks  the  Atheifts ;  in  the  fecond  he  attacks 
.the  Pagan  and  the  Mahometan  religion ;  and  in 
the  third  he  defends  the  do&i;ines  of  the 
j^omilh  Church, 

*  Cardinal  Richeliea  ufbd  to  call  Jeanoin's  if/atioisz  of 
i^  Negotiations  in  Holland,  the  Breviaiy  of  Statcfmen. 

F  3  -  Charron  > 
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Charron  begins  one  of  his  Chapters  upoq 
Wifdom  thus  :  ^^  Nihil  ejl  atpiatit ate;  ince(^uaUm  *: 
**  Ther^  is  nothing  fo  unequal  as  equality." 
There  is  no  hatred  fo  great  as  that  which 
fakes  place  among  perfons  who  are  equal  to  one 
another.  The  envy  and  jealoufy  with  which 
equals  are  poflefled,  are  the  caufes' of  troubles, 
feditions,  and  civil  wars.  In  all  (^(^^tm-' 
ments  there  muft  be  inequality  of  rank,  but  it 
Ihould  be  moderate.  Harmoiiy  itfelf  Cdnfifts 
not  in  a  complete  equality  of  tones,  but  in  a 
difference  of  tones,  that '  ftill  accord  one  with 
another,      . 


' ". 


CARDAN 

\  » 

-  .       ^  J      ^  ^  , 

j^Tote  over  the  door  of  his  Library  thefe  i^ords; 
"  Tempus  ager  mens — Time  i^  my  eftate;"  that 
only   eftate  which  many  literary,  perfons  have 
poffefled,  and  which  they  ihould  be  permittee^: 
to  cultivate  without  interruption.     Cardan'^; 

'  *  La  Motte  begins  one  of  his  Ode?  thus ;      , 

.    .    Equality,  fo  oft  addreft, 

Canft  thou  o*er  wretched  naortafs  reign  \ 
Alas,  thou  ne'er  haft  ftood  the  teft, 
Chimera  boafted  but  in  vaim  ■  - 

•   -  '  •       •   ■• 

joca. 
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idea  was  thus  dilated  by  the  learned  Scuiter, 
aftd  infcribed  over  the  door  of  his  ftudy  : 

Amice  qwfquis  hue  venisj 
4ut  agita  paucis^  aut  ahip 
Aut  me  lahqraniern  adjuva  : 

One  of  ihree  things  I  here  requeft 
'  Ofthofemy  ftudies  who  moleft: 
Or  to  be  brief  in  what  they  fay, 
Or  ftraitto  tal^e  themfelves  away; 
Or  in  my  toil  a  part  to  bear, 
An4  aid  me  with  itheir  friendly -care* 


if'tfi 


HBNRT  THE  THIRD^ 

exhibited  great  courage  at  the  attack  made  by 
tlie  Duke  de  Mayenne  upon  the  City  of  Tours. 
Henry  the  Fourth,  then  King  of  Navarre,  who 
ftood  i^ear  him,  fj^id,  ^'  Sire,  J  am  not  aftonifh- 
'*  ed  now,  that  pur  people  loft  the  battles  of 
"  J^rnac  and  Moncontour,  fo  fatal  to  the  Hu- 
"  guenot  party." — "  My  brother,"  replied  the 
King  of  France,  "  we  ought  all  to  do  our 
duty.  Kings  are  not  more  expofetd  to 
danger  than  other,  perfons :  balls  do  not  look 
out  for  them  more  rpadily  than  for  a  com* 
^j  mpji  foldierj  and  I  have  nev^r  beard  yet 

F  4  "  that 


^  that  a  King  of  Franca  has  been  killed 
**  by  a  mufquet  hall:  it  wiil  moA  probably 
ff  not  b^gin  with  me," 

m 

On  his  quitting  the  Kingdoni  of  Poland  to 
t?ike  ppfleflion  of  that    of  France,    a  Polifh 
Nobleman  faid  to  him,  "  Sire,  if  to  have  in 
'f  poffeffion  the  affedtjons  of  a  whole  Nation  be 
*f  really  to  reign,  where  cai^  you  feign  more  abr 
f '  folutely  than  in  Poland  ?     You  cannpt  t%z 
^*  ped  to  find  in  France,  in  the  prefent  fitua* 
^^  tion  of  that  kingdona,  that  which  you  leave 
^*  behind  you  with  us."     This  fpeech  was  but 
too  prophetip  of  what  afterwards  happeiied :  he 
had  not  long  been  King  of  France,  ^eforche 
was  aflaffinated  by  a  Dominican  Friar.     The 
wound  was  not  at  firft  thought  fatal;  and  oi^ 
the  day  on  which  he  died,  during  the  celebrar 
tion  of  Mafe  in  his  chamber,  the  Prince  ex- 
daimcd,  with  great  devotion,  "  My  Lord  and 
"  my  God,  if  my  life  will  be  ufeful  to  my 
f  *  people,  preferve  it !  if  not,  take  my  foul  ^^ 

m 

^*  body,  and  place  them  in  thy  Paradife  |    Thy 
f  wiUbedooe!^* 

I    .    ■  I  . 

:   "  Henry's  charafter  of  underftanding,"  fays 

Thuanus,  "  appears  incomprehenfible ;  m  (pmc 

.  f*  refpeds  above  his  dignity,  in  others  below 

*•  childiflmefe."  The  Order  ^  the  Holy  Ghojft 

was 
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« 

ms&  ioftitiitcd  by  Henry  ;  that  of  St.  Michael  • 
li^ving  been  fo'difgraced  by  the  unworthy  per- 
fons  who  had  been  decorated  with  it,  that  this 
Sovereign  palled  it,  -^  Le  Collier  4  foutes  SAes*^ 


pup  D'ALf:NCONt 

When  this  Pfince,  brother  to  Henry  the 

Third  of  France,  was  l^ieutenant -General  of 

the  Low  Countries  for  a  finali  part  of  the  years 

1582  and  1583,  the  anpy  of  his  countrymen j^ 

as  if  they  intended  to  finifli  the  Feaft  of  the 

Huguenots,  as  they  favagely  called  it,  began 

i;i  the  year  1572  by  the  celebrated  Maflacre 

<£  Paris,  attacked  the  town  of  Antwerp,  on  the 

'  J7th  of  January  1583,  by  furprize  and  ^ainft 

the  faith  of  agreement,  which  they  pillaged,  and 

put  to  the  fword  niany  of  the  Proteftants  of 

that  city.     One   French  Nobleman  however, 

the  Due   de   Montpenfier,  brother-in-law  to 

'  William  Prince  of  Orange,  who  was  prefent  at 

|t,  told  the  Due  d'Alen?on,  that  he  ought  lo 

tear  out  the  hearts  of  all  thofe  perfons  who  had 

Sdvifed  him  to  be  guilty  of  fo  perfidious  an 

'  a&ion,  which,  added  he,  will  fo  comjJletely 

^  <tetry  you  and  your  army,  that  it  will  render 

'  the  French  nation  in  general  detefted  and  e!xe- 

-  ^  grated  by  ^  tlie  other  nations  of  Europe. 

The 
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The  Frcncli,  indeed,  fo  late  as  that  inhu* 
man  tyrant  Louis  the  Fourteenth's  unprovoked 
attack  upon  Holland,  perpetrated  fuch  horrid 
cruelties  in  that  CQuntry,  that  ip  the  year  1673 
a  quarto  volume  was  publifhed  with  this  title  : 
^*  jivis  fidek  aiix  veritables  Hollandois  touchant 
^  ce  qui  cejl  pajfe  dans  les  Filiates  de  Bodegravc 
*^  fsf  Swammerdamy  &  les  Cruautcs  enormes  que 
**  ks  Jprancois  y  on  e^ercies  */' — "  Gqod  Advice 
*^  to  all  true  Dutchmen  refpefting  what  took 
placp  in  the  Villages  of  Bodegrave  and  Swanii^ 
merdam,  and  the  unl^eard-of  Cruelties  that 
*^  the  French  exercifefl  upon  them  y  with  an 
*'  Account  of  the  laft  March  of  ,thp  Army 
"  of  the  King  of  France  through  Brabant"  ancj 
<'  JJ'l^Ixders/'     The  book  begins  thus ; 

^^  What  the  French  have  done  in  this  coun» 
**  try  in  one  year,  exceeds  in  cruelty  an4 
"  in  horror  what  any  Hiftorian  has  faid  of 
any  Nation  whatfoever,  ^nd  whatever  the 
tragic  Po^ts  have  reprefented  in  any  of 
their  Tragedies.  There  are  no  pen  pr  pencil 
"  to  b(5  found  that  can  defcribc  it  j  and  this 
"  (fays  the  Author)  was  not  perpetrated  in 
*•  towns  that  were  conquered,  but  m:erely  in 
".  thofe  that  werfi  occupied -by  the  troops  pf 
**  France." 

•     *  This  curious  Book  is  in  the  Britifh  Muf^um^ 

■  The 


The  book'  is  elegantly  printed,  and  enriche4 
with  feveral  very  beautiful  etchings  by  the 
celebrated  Roman  de  Hoogue.  It  would 
furely  be  well  worth  while  to  reprint  this  work 
for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  can  read  French,  or 
to  tranflate  it  info  the  different  languages  of. 
Europe  for  thofe  who  do  npt  uaderftand  t^ut. 
language,  that  they  may.  be  twght  what  they 
are  to  expeft  if  they  ftiould  ^mit  anjongfl: 
them  a  people^,  who,  under  every  fofm  ^f 
Govemmeat,;  ^s.  well  thp.^  of.a  Monarchy  as 
that  of  a  Rjepublic,  havp  ibe\Yi^  themfelves  falfe, 
ferocious,  and  fanguinary,  the  Blafphemers  of 
their  God,  and  the  Enemies  df  the  Hutoaa 
Race.         ' 


LOUISA  DE  LORRAINE, 

QJJEJSN    O?    HENRY    THE    THIRD. 

When  her  niece,  Madame  Chriftina,  w^ 
fetting  out  for  Florence,  to  be  married  to  Fer- 
dinand de  Medicis,  fhe  told  her^  "  Bear  in 
^'  ipind,  my  de^r^rl,  t-hat  you  will  always  be 
f^  looked  upon  as  a  ftranger  in  the  country 
**  where  you' are  going,  till  you  have  borne  a 
f  child ;  this  will  ingraft  you  to  it." 

f  This  Article  was  firft  printed  in  the  Autumo  of  I794« 
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ACHILLES  HARLAY, 

riltST    PRESIDENT     OF    TMB    PAELIAMEKT    OF 

PAIt.l9| 

remained  ever  faithful  to  his  Sovereign.  At 
the  celebrated  day  of  the  Barricades  in  158S, 
the  Duke  of  Guife  wifhed  to  attach  him  to 
Jiis  party,  Harlay  replied,  "•*  that  the  rule  of 
**^  his  condudl:  fhould  be,  the  fervicc  of.  the 
^'  King  and  the  good  of  the  State ;  and  that  he 
^^  would  fpoiier  di?  than  depart  from  it/ 


*9 


The  party  of  the  Les^e  had  him  arrefted  and 
put  into  the  Baftilct  On  entering  that  horrid 
fortrefs,  h^  uttered  thefe  .remarkable  words : 
**  It  is  a  great  pity,  when  the  fervant  is  able 
^*  to  difmifs  the  m?dler,  My  foul  is  God's,  my 
**  heart  is  my  Sovereign's,  and  my  body  is  in 
^  the  han43  Qf  violence,  tP  dg  with  it  what  it 
M  pleafes/* 


MAGDALENE  Pj:  SAINT  NJ:QTAIRE, 

Widow  of  Gui .  de  Saint  Exuperi,  was  a  Pro«» 
teftant,  and  diftinguilhed  herfelf  very  much  in 
the  Civil  Wars  of  France.  After  her  hufband's 
death  .£be  retired  tp  h^  Ch^te^u  at  Mirepiont, 

ia 
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in  the  Limoufia;  where,  with  fixty  young 
Gentlemen  well  armed,  fhe  ufed  to  make  ez- 
curfions  upon  the  Catholic  armies  in  her  neigh- 
bourhood. In  the  year  1575,  M.  Montal, 
Governor  of  the  Province,  having  had  his  de- 
tachments often  defeated  by  this  extraordi- 
nary lady,  took  the  refblution  to  befiege  her  in 
her  Chateau  with  fifteen  hundred  foot  and 
fifty  horfe.  She  fallied  out  upon  him,  and 
defeated  his  troops.  On  returning,  however, 
to  her  Chateau,  and  finding  it  in  the  poileflion 
of  the  enemy,  flie  galleped  away  to  a  ne;igh- 
bouring  town,  Turenne,  to  procure  a  reinforce- 
ment for  her  little  army.  Montal  watched  for 
her  in  a  defile,  but  was  defeated,  and  hinjifelf 
mortally  wounded. 

This  is  all  that  is'  known  of  this  heroine, 
whofe  courage  and  conduft  we  have  fecn  re- 
placed in  our  times  by  the  celebrated  and  un- 
fortunate Chevaliere  d'Eon. 


MURETUS. 

This  celebrated  fcholar  was  taken  ill  upon 
the  road  as  he  was  travelling  from  Paris  to 
Lyons ;  and,  as  his  appearance  was  not  much  in 
his  fevour,  he  was  carried  to  an  hofpital.  Two 

phyficians 


phyfiblans  attended  him;  and  his  ai{ea[{e  ric^ 
being  a  very  common  one,  they  thought  it  rigfit 
;to  try  fomething  new,,  and  oiit  of  the  ufudl 
road  of  praAice>  u^oh^him.  One  of  theni, 
not  knowing  that  his' patient  linderftood  Latiii, 
faid  in  that  language  to  thef  dther,  *^  We  may 
•'  furely  ventvtre  to  try  an  experinient  upori'  the 
"  bckly  of  fo  mean  a  man  as  our  patient  is/* 
•*  Mean,  Sirs  !"  replied  Muretus  in  Latin  to 
their  aftonifliment ;  "  fcan  you  pretend  to  call 
"  any  man  fo.  Sir,  for  whom  the  Saviour  of  the 
**  world  himfelf  did  not  think  it  beneath  him 
•*  todie?'* 

This  great  fcholar  wi"ote  Latin  with  fuch  ele^»- 
gance,  that  he  impofed  upon  Jofeph  Scaliget 
fome  Latin  lines  written  by  himfelf  as  a  fragment 
of  Terence.  Scaligcr  was  enraged  on  finding 
out  the  trick  that  had  been  put  upon  him,  and 
as  Muretus  had  very  narrowly  efcaped  being 
burnt  at  Thouloufe  by  the  fentCHce  of  the 
Parliament  of  that  'city,  he  made  this  diflicb 
upon  him : 

j^/  rigtda  fiammas  evafernt  ante  Tqhfit^ 
MuretuSyfumos  vgndidit  ilh  mihis 


■m  * 
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PASSERAT. 

This  elegant  Writer,  at  the  defire  of  Henry 
the  Third  of  France,  cc«npofed  a  Latin  Poem 
on  the  fubjcft  of  Hounds,  of  their  varieties,  of 
their  education,  and  of  their  difeafes.  The  cele- 
brated Epitaph  on  Henry  the  Third,  killed  by  a 
Monk,  was  written  by  him.  In  that  which  he 
compofed  for  himfelf,  he  merely*  defires  his 
fcholars  to  throw  garlands  of  flowers  upon  his 
grave : 

»  Mea  moUiter  ojfa  quiefcentj 

SJnt  modi  carminibus  mn  onerata  mails* 

Light  o'er  my  bones  the  flowery  herbage  reft. 
And  no  officious  lines  their  peace  moleft* 

He  adds, 

Fienif  abii\  Jic  vcs  vent^is^  abibitis  omneSm 
I  lived,  I  died  \  the  common  lot  of  all. 


CHARLES  EMANUEL  THE  FIRST, 

DUKE    OF    SAVOY. 

•       -  *  •  • 

.      ;,        •     .  {1,580—1630.] 

-::r*Tkis  appears  to'bave  been  one  of  the-mbft 
.«nterprifing  -  Princes  that  ev^r  this  entetpriffng 
JHoufe  has:  produced.  ';His  4ife  may  be  faid 
to  have  been  .one  perpetual  effort.     Germany, 

Sp^in, 


to  eHAktBS  £MAN0£t  THE  Pttsfi 

Spam»  France^  Geneva,  feem  to  have  been  bf 
turns  the  objefts  of  his  ambition  and  of  his  alli- 
ances. Hie  died  at  laft  of  a  broken  heart  iri 
1630^  at  being  defeated  m  moft  of  his  proje&s 
of  s^grandizement.  When  he  was  jprejSed  by 
Henry  the  Fourth  of  France  to  reftore  thcf 
Marquilate  of  Saluces,  according  to  treaty^  he 
remarked,  **  that  reftitution  was  not  a  proper 
**  word  in  the  mouth  of  a  Sovereign.'* 

This  Prince  was  of  Co  clofe  and  refcrvcd  i 
difpofition,  that  they  ufcd  to  fay  of  him,  "  that 
*^  his  heart  was  as  inaccefSble  as  his  country/* 
His  hiftorian  tells  us  very  fignificantly,  that 

He  was  always  building  palaces  and  churches; 

he  loved  and  encouraged  learning,  but  was 
**  not  fufficiently  defirous  to  make  his  (ubjefts 
•*  and  himfelf  happy." 

Charles  Emanuel  was  an  excellent  General* 
He  ufed  to  fay,  that  two  things  were  requifitc 
to  make  war  with  advantage,  money  and  autho* 
rity ;  and  that  the  latter  was  a  more  fure  means 
of  keeping  foldiersto  their  duty  than  the  former* 
He  alfo  faid,  that  the  quality  of  Sovereignty^ 
which  was  of  itfelf  powerful  and  troublefome^ 
appeared  to  him  agreeable  in  two  refpe£ts  $  firftf 
becaufe  it  gave  a  Princes  power  to  iDe  jnooe 
g^crous  than  any  other  perfbn  j  fecdndly, '  be- 
2  cauie 
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cau&  it  gave  faim  thf  power  of  Tf^nfig-  Ihe  ^ 
ofacnaiittL 

••  .  ^ 
In  the  opinion  of  die  late  Dr.  Johafba^  9 
luftoiy  of  the  Princes  of  the  Hou&  of  .&,vo3ir 
would  make  a  very  curious  and  rery  enlertaiaii^ 
compilatioa*  Indeed,  from  their  fituatioo,  a$ 
keeping  the  entrance  into  Italy  on  one  fide» 
tliey  have  been  ever  much  confidered  and  courted 
by  the  other  Princes  of  Europe  5  and  they  ap- 
pear, differently  from  mod  of  their  Brother-* 
Sowfeigos  who  go  to  war, -to  have  alwt^ES  ac- 
quired (bmethii^  by  that  h(»rrid  e^pedi^nt, ' 
dither,  an  incoeafe  of  territory,  or  fonie  valuable 
indemnification  in  money. 


rii  I'  n  ,  M  Ml  I'  I,  ,c 
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HENRY  THB  FOURTH, 

CALLfiP    THE    GREAT. 

D  589—1610.] 

This  celebrated  Prince  was  accufed. by  Scali- 
ger  of  not  being  learned  himfelf,  and  of  not  en- 
CQuraj^ng  men  of  learning.  He  indeed  fuffered 
Scaliger  to  go  to  be  penfioned  in  Holland ;  but 
Aie  Monarch  was  perhaps  difpleafed  with  the 
hau^tinefs  and  violence  of  this  great  fcholar. 
Henry  founded  ja  College  in  Paris,  and  took 

VOL*.  IV.  Q  parti- 
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particular  care  that  the  Profcflbrs  fhould  be 
paid  their  falaries  regularly.  In  his  early  youth 
he  had  tranflated  into  French  part  of  Casfar's 
Commentaries ;  and  in  the  latter  part  of  hi^  life 
was  preparing  to  put  tpgether  a  hillory  pH  his 
own  military  exploits.  It  is  faid»  that  he  en-* 
gaged  the  Prefident  Jeannin  to  write  the  hiilpry 
of  his  reign ;  telling  ,him  that  he  left  him  at 
perfeft  liberty  to  tell  the  truth,  without  artifice 
and  without  difguife. 

4 

Henry  ufed  to  fay  of  his  fovereign  power, 
1  moft  inconteftibly  hold  my  kingdom  from 
God.  It^  belongs  to  him  immediately.  He 
has  only  entrufled   me  with  it.  .  I  ou^jt 

"  therefore  to  make  every  eflFort  that  he  may 
reign  in  it,  that  my  orders  may  be  fubprdi^ 
nate  to  his,  and  that  my  laws  may  make  his 

"  laws  obferved  a:nd  refpcfted.'* 

«  A  King,'*  faid  he,  *<  fhould  bear  the 
"  heart  of  a  child  toward  God,  and  the  heart 
**  of  a  father  toward  his  fubjeds." 

% 

r^'^'^lHte  lamented  very  often  the  heavy  taxes  he 
was  obliged  to  impofe  upon  his  fubjeds. 
•*  They  have,"  fays  he,  "  a  double  land  tax, 
^^  one  of  which  is  eoUefted  for  the  fuppoft  of 
"  my  expences,  the  other  for  the  wages  of  my 

; "  officers  3, 
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**  officers ;  the  fccond  added  to  the  firff  makes 
•'  the  charge  very  heavy  indeed.  They  prefe 
**  harder  perhaps  upon  me  than  upon  thofe  who 
"  pay  them.  There  is  nothing  that  Idefire  fo 
^^  much  as  to  eafe  my  fubjeds  of  them.  My 
predeceflbrs,"  added  he,  "  thought  that  their 
fubjefts  exifted  only  for  them,  and  that  every 
**  thing  belonged  to  them.  With  relpeft  to 
"  myfelf,  I  always  think  that  I  reign  over  my 
"  fellow-citizens ;  there  is  not  one  of  them  to 
"  whom  I  am  not  indebted.  They  are  mine,, 
*^  and  I  am  theirs.*^ 

He  ufed  to  lay,  that  the  greateft  men  were 
always  the  laft  to  axivife  war,  thQugh  they  were 
lure  to  carry  it  on  well.  He  obferved  once  to 
Sully,  who  requelled  him  not  to  expole  his 
perlbn  b  much  in  an  engagement,  **  My  friend, 
fince  it  is  for  my  honour  and  for  my  crown 
that  I  fight,  I  ought  to  look  upon  my  life 
and  every  thmg  elfe  as  mere  trifles.*' 


Firmly  perfuaded  that  bravery  Ihould  be  one 
of  |:he  principal  qualities  of  a  King,  he  ufed.  to 
fay,  that  he  Ihould  defpife  a  Sovereign,  who  in 
time  of  adion  did  not  expofe  himfelf  like  a 
common  foldiej. 

c,  2     ^   '  J^.  de 


M.  dc  NoaiUes  was  in  love  with  the  aunt  of 
this  Monarchy  and  wrote  one  day,  with  a  dU* 
fnond,  upon  the  window  of  her  chambitr, 

JV«/  bonheur  me  contente^ 
jfbfent  di  ma  Diviniti. 

When  my  Divinity  I  quit. 
All  other  pleafures  fail* 

Iftnry,  coming  ijito  the  room  foon  aftetwards, 
tirrote  in  the  fame  manner  under  them, 

JV*  cfppellezpaz  ainji  ma  Tante^ 
Elle  aime  trop  Pk^mamti. 

No  fuch  great  name  my  Aunt  can  nt. 
She  's  as  a  mortal  frail. 

There  were  feverri  very  devout  Ladies  at  1km 
Court  of  Henry.  To  a  Courtier  whp  ww4»ie 
day  pnaifihg  their  condu6t  e^sctr^mely,  heTe{>]i^> 
"  The  Ladies^  whether  they  are  virtuc»ts,  or 
"  wifli  to  become  virtuous,  have  always  oc- 
**  cafion  for  advice  and  for  prudence;  <)f  fehem- 
"  felves,  they  always  go  to  extifemesV* 

On  the  birth  of.  the  Dauphin  {aftewards 
Louis  XIII.)  he  let  every  perfon  into  the  room 

•  The  learned  and  acute  Bifliop  Warburton  ufed  to  lay, 
"  that  the  two  moft  difficult  things  to  meet  with  in  the 
**  world,  were  a  difintereftcd  man,  and  "a  v^oman  Mrho  had 
•*  common  fenfe ;  that  fenfe,  without  which  wit  is  folly, 
'*  leatnng  pedantry,  aad  Ttkai  itfelf  w«akncfs  of  mind." 

to 
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lo  lec  hitn«  The  midwife  mtimatefj  her  appre* 
iftenfioAS  thait  tbe  g^eat  ciFowd  would  make  the 
child  ill.  **  Hold  your  tongue,  hold  yow 
f*  tongue.  Mother  Midwife,"  replied  Henry; 
f*  do  not  difturb  ypurfelf.  As  this  child  is  for 
^*  every  ow»  it  is  proper  that  every  one  (hould 
^^  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  fee  him.*'  ^ 

Som/e  oi^e  told  Henry,  that  a  particular  per» 
ion  of  confequence  of  the  League  party,  to 
whom  he  had  been  very  kind,  by  no  means 
*  .  bore  him  any  good- will.  **  Well  then,"  re- 
plied Henry,  "  1  will  be  ftill  kinder  to  him, 
**  which  will  oblige  him  to  love  me."  The 
Duke  de  Mayne,  more  generous,  when  Henry, 
^ter  having  taken  hiin  prifoner,  gave  him  very 
liberal  terms  of  pacification,  faid,  "  Now,  Sirp, 
**  I  am  really  overcome/' 

Henry  once  loft  at  jday  a  very  large  fum 
of  money  9  a  fiim  fo  confiderable,  that  it  wa^ 
faid  to  have  been  fufficient  to  have  retaken 
Amiens  from  the  Spaniards.  M.  de  Sully 
fuffered  Henry  to  fend  to  him  three  or  four 
jtinaes  for  it.  At  laft  he  brought  it  to  the 
lining  when  he  was  at  the  Arfenal  near  Paris, 
and  laid  it  all  out  upon  the  table  before  him, 
in  the  principal  apartment  of  that  fortrefs. 
Henry  fixed  his  eyes  upon  it  for  fome  time 

03  with 
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with  great  attention,  and  turning  to  SuUy^faid, 
**  I  am  corre<fted ;  I  fliall  never  lofe  any  fum 
**  of  money  again  as  long  as  I  live*" 

Of  fuperftition  he  faid,  that  it  was  merely 
the  ruft  of  religion,  the  mofs  which  grows  on  the 
flock  of  piety.  **  Water,"  added  he,  "has  its 
"  froth,  the  earth  its  duft,  and  gold  itfelf  comes 

"  not  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  ground  without 

•>        » 

**  its  impurities/* 

Humanity  appears  to  have  been  a  natural 
virtue  in  Henry.  When  he  made  excuffions 
into  the  diftant  provinces,  he  ufed  to  ftop  all 
the  perfons  he  met,  and  aik  them  queftions, 
where  they  were  goiitg?  whence  they  came? 
what  they  were  carrying  ?  what  goods  they  fold  ? 
and  what  was  the  price?  One  of  his  attendants 
appearing  furprifed  one  day  at  his  familiarity, 
and  at  his  entering  into  fuchi  details,  with  his 
fubjefts,  he  faid  to  him,  *^  The  Kings. of 
'**  France,  my  predeceffors,  thought  themfelves 
**  difhonoured  in  knowing  the  value  of  a  teflon^ 
**  With  refpedt  to  myfelf,  I  am  anxious  to 
**  know  what  is  the  value  of  half  a  denier,  and 
"  what  difficulty  the  poor  people  have  to  get 
"  it,  fo  that  they  may  not  be  taxed  iabove 
**  their  means." 

When 
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When'  fome  of  his  Courtiers  were  one  day 
expreffing  their  fears  that  his  great  familiarity 
would  deftroy  that  refpeft  for  his  perfbn  which 
fubjeAs  ihould  feel  for  their  King ;  he  faid, 
*^  Pomp,  parade^  and  a  feyere  gravity,  belong 
*^  only  to  thofe  who  feel  that  without  fuch 
^  imjpofing  externals  they  fhould  have  nothing 
"  that  would  imprefe  refpeft.  With  regard 
"  to  myfelf,  by  the  grace  of  God  I  have  in 
"  myfelf  what  makes  me  think  that  I  am 
**  worthy  of  being  a  King.  Be  that  however 
^  as  it  may,  it  is  more '  honourable  for  a 
^  Frince  to  be  beloved  than  feared  by  his 
^  fubjefts/* 

On  declaring  war  agdnft  Spain,  he  had 
'thoughts  of  abolifhing  the  land*tax:  Sully 
aiked  him  where  Jie  fliould  then  be  able  to  find 
the  money  he  wanted  for  carrying  on  the  war. 
*^  In  the  hearts  of  my  people,"  replied  Henry ; 
'<*  that  is  a  treafure  which  can  never  fai| 
**  me. 

He  told  the  Prince  of  Rohan,  that  he  made 
it  his  conftant  prayer  to  God  that  he  would 
iftfpire  him  with  grace  to  forgive  his  enemies, 
tb'  gain  the  vi(9:ory  over  his  paffions,  and  parti- 
cularly over  his  weaknefies,  and  to  make  ufe  of 

G  4  the 
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the  power  he  had  g^noted  him  with  di^etioa 
and  modemdoQ* 


On  being  told  of  the  death  of  tl>e  Prinoe  ol 
Cofode,  when,  as  King  of  Navarre^  he  f^t  vtvj 
ienfibly  the  lofs  which  he  had  fuflatnedy  and' 
knew  to  what  dangeis  and  difficulties  be  fiogly 
remained  expofed,  without  a  friend  to  ibffift  and 
advife  him ;  he  exclaimed,  *•  God  alone  is  my' 
"  refuge  and  fupport :  in  him  alone  I  truft> 
"  and  I  (hall  not  be  confounded  *  :"  an  excla- 
mation x&ij$  Abbe  Broticr)  worthy  of  the  Chief 
of  the  family   of  Bourbon^  wbofe  motto  i$ 

E/poir,'\  "  Hope." 


C( 


After  the  entire  defeat  of  t^  party  of  the 
Le^^e  id  FitiBice^  a  tradefman  flopped  tba 

•  An  ingenious  young  nnan  came  to  London  Ibmc  yean 
ago  in  the  hope  of  geuing  fofhe  employment.  Unfuccefs- 
ful  ifn-  bis  attempt,  and  reduced  to  extreme  poverty,  he  had' 
intended  to  throw  himielf  imo  the  Thames.  On  pafing' 
near  the  Royal  Exchange  to  elfelfl  his  daring  and  def* 
perate  purpofe,  he  faw  the  carriage  of  the  late  excel- 
lent Mr.  Jonas  Han  way,  under  the  arms  of  which  was  this 
motto,  **  Ne-ver  difpair*^  The  finguhr  occurrence  of  this 
fentenca  had  fuch  ah  iifed  oiH  the  ibinii  of  the  young  man, 
tha(  he  imaaiediiytely  .defiftad  fiom  hia  hocrid  tlefigd,  ^^ed 
foon .  afterwards  a  coafideraUe  eliabUihinent^  ^nd  died  ^ 
good  circumflances,  in  the  common  courfe  pf  mortality. 

camp 


fimp  equips^es  of  the  ceki>mted  La  Noue^ 
who  ccnnpUiiiiiig  to  Htmy  d  it,  the  kttet 
tetd  hkn,  ^^  Though  we  have  been  Ysfbadous 
*^  axftr  oUr  enemies,  we  have  n6t  on  that  ac«* 
^  count  difpen&d  from  tise  juft  ctemands  of  oar 
^  ciieditors  ^  and  can  you  think  it  %  bardihip  ixt 
f*  pay  ycmr  debts,|  wfcen  I  dK>  nQt  pr^telid  to 
^  difpeiilfe  myfctf  ftotn  paying  mine?"'  Ift 
then  took  out  of  his  pocket  fonae  jewels,  whvcfar 
be  garc  to  La  Noue  to  redeem  his  carriages. 

Of  the  Ttadinefs  of  reply  and  good-humour 
of  this  great  Prince,  the  following  anecdote  is 
told  by  Brotier : 

jThe^  Spanish  An^baflador  at  the  Court  of 
Henry  w^s  one  day  enquiring  of  him  the 
charafter  of  his .  Minifters,  "  You  fhall  fee 
"  what  they  are  in  a  minute/'  faid  the 
Monarch.  On  feeing  M.  de  Silleri,  the  Chan- 
celkir»  con>e  into  the  drawing-room,  he  ^id  to 
him,  ^^  Sir^  I  dm  very  uneafy  at  a  beam  that  is 
good  for  nothing,  and  which  feems  to  threaten 
tQ  fall  upon  .my  head," — "  Sire,'*  replied  Sii- 
lerij  "  you  fliould  confult  your  Architeft  i  kt 
every  thing  be  weU  examined,  and  let  him 
go  to  work;  but  there  is  no  hurry/'  Henry 
next  &W  M.  de  Villeroi,  to  whom  he  fpokc  as 

be 
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he  had  done  to  Silleri.  «  Sire,^'  replied  VU^ 
Icroi,  without  looking  at  the  beam,  ^  you  are 
<^  very  right  i  the  beam  is  very  dangerom  in- 
^*  deed."  At  laft  the  Prefidcnt  Jeannin  came 
in^  to  whom  Henry  made  a  fioxilar  3ddrefs  ais 
to  the  fcMrmer  Minifters^  "  Sire/*  faid  the  Pre- 
fident,  "  I  do  not  know  what  you  mean*  The 
**  beam  is  a  very  good  one." — **  But,"  feplied 
the  King,  "  do  not  I  fee  the  light  through  the 
««  oreviees,  or  is  my  head  difordered  J"-*-*^  Go, 
**  go,  Sire,"  returned  Jeannin,  '*  be  quite  at 
<*  your  eafe ;  the  beam  will  laft  as  long;  as  you 
y  will."  Then  turning  to  the  Spanifli  Minifter, 
Henry  obferved  to  him,  "  Now  I  think  yxM  arq 
**  well  acquainted  with  the  charadters  of  my 
*.*  three  Minifters:  The  Chancellor  has  no 
^  opinion  at  all ;  Villeroi  is  always  of  my  opi- 
*^  nion;  and  Jeannin  (peaks  as  he  really  thinks, 
^^  and  always  thinks  j^operly." 

Henry,  on  his  marriage  with'  Mary  of  Medi- 
cis,  placed  Madame  de  Guerchevill€  (whofe  vir- 
tue he  had  attempted  toTeduce  without  fuccefs) 
about  her  perfon;  giving  as  a  reafon,  that  as 
(he  really  was  a  Lady  of  Honour,  (h^  otight  to 
be  Dame  d*Honneur  to  a  Queen. 

'  When  he  befieged   Paris,  Henry  permitted 
thofe  perfons  to  come  out  of  the  town  unmo- 
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lefted  through  his  army  who  were  dc&cms  to 
quit  that  city »  then  fiifTering  the  moil  ^  horrid 
faxnine  and  ficknefs;  obierviogy  *^  I  do  not 
wonder  that  the  chief  perfons  of  the  League 
and  the  Spaniards  have  fo  little  compaffion 
f^  for  thefe  poor  pec^le;  they  are  merely  their 
^^  tyrants  5  but  I,  who  am  their  father  and  theit 
*^  King,  cannot  bear  to  hear  of  the  calamities 
*^  they  fuffer  without  fhuddering,  and  being 
**  afflided  to  the  very  bottom  of  my  foul,  and 
**  without  defiring  eagerly  to  put  a  flop  to 
-  **  them.  I  cannot  help  thofeVho  are  pofiefled 
^*  with  the  Demon  of  the  League  from  periib* 
•*  irigwithitj  but  to  thofe  who  implore  my 
**  clemency,  I  will  ever  extend  my  iarms ;  they 
f  *  (hall  not  fuffer  for  the  crimes  of  others/* 

•   V 

Some  one  wa$  faying  before  this  Prince, 
**  how  happy  Kings  were-'^ — ^^  They  are  not,** 
replied  he,  "/o  happy,  as  you  imagine  them 
^  to  be.  Xings  are  either .  bad  or  good  men. 
"  If  they  are  bad  men,  they  bear  within  them** 
S*  felves  their  own  plague  and  torment.  If  they 
f  *  are  good  men,  they  find  from  other  people  a 
^^  thoufand  caufes  of  uneafinefs  and  afflidion. 
^*  A  good  king  feels  the  misfortunes  of  all  his 
^'  fubjedls  y  and  in  a  great  kingdom  what  innu- 
y  merable  fowccs  are  there  of  affliAion !" 

Heniy, 
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^tarfulaefi  in  odber  pcrfem.  *^  I  cantiot,** 
iaid  fae,  ''  wilUo^  enspby  a  melancholy  per- 
<^  fiosk^  fioff  a  man  that  is  iU-humouted  to  him- 
^  fd^  cannot  etfily  be  gpod-humemred  to  other 
f *  per{bas«  What  iatis^&ion  can  be  prcxmred 
^  £xxn  a  man  who  is  dii&tisfied  with  htm^ 

^  fetf r* 

! 

i:r;His  Cowtiers  one  day  complimenting  him 
,^pcda  the  {^redgth  of  his  conftity tlon,  and  tell* 
ling  )iM»  that  he  muil  live  to  be  eighty  years  df 
3^,^  he  replied,  ^^  The  number  of  our  daj^  is 
<^  irc^kpned.  I  have  often  prayed  to  God  for 
^*  graccj  but  never  for  a  long  life.  A  man 
who  -has  Uved  well,  h^s  always  lived  long 
enough,  however  early  he  may  die." 


s 


When  fome  one  was  making  a  great  eulo- 
-gium  upon  the  riches  of  the  kingdooi  of  Spain, 
j«d  addmg  that  France  was  full  of  the  pias- 
tres of  that  country ;  Henry  rcpKcd,  **  When 
^  tiiefe  piaftres  remaaa  in  rSpain,  it  is  a  mark 
•*  of  the  riches  of  that  kingdom,  as,  when  they 
ate  fecn  out  of  that  kingdom,  it  is  a  mark  rf 
its  indigence,  indeed  the  gdleons  of  Spain 
bring  into  that  country  eight  miUions  of 
piaftres,  but  four  of  thefe  miiiions  are  £ent 
"  into  France  for  our  corn,  our  wine,  our  fait, 
**  oar  cloths,  and  our  wooL    Thefe  are  our 

"  mines; 


^  mtiies  i  they  emich  us  unfthoat  incvBOfeig  llni 
^  -dangers  of  the  fea^  or  facriikiing  oux  iubgefh. 
^  The  Spaniards  come  to  France  to  jbny  of 
•*  BS,  we  never  go  to  them:  th^  do  not  ^vt 
^<  Bs  their  money,  but  pay  it  to  u&  **" 

Refleding  one  day  on  the  tranquillity  ifiadtt 
France  was  enjoying,  whilft  the  gtea/ter  part  of 
Earope  was  at  war,  or  in  a  near  ftate  of  become 
i^g  fo$  ^  {aid,  ^^  Thank  God,  though  we 
^^  faa:«e  had  the  n^isfortune  to  have  been  upon 
^  ^  theaue  of  M/ar>  at  pre&iit  we  ant  only 
.^J'  iJl^asatoi^." 


Henry,  though  divorced  from  his  firft  wife 
Margaret  de  Valois,  ever  behaved  to  her  with 
kindnefs  and  good-humour.  The  following 
letter  of  his  to  that  Princefs  was  publiftied  a 
few  years  ago  at  Paris : 

"  MaSeur, 

.  *^  Jay  ete  byen  ayfe  daprandre  de  vos  nou- 
^^^..lijeHesparle  sr,  de  fuyjac  par  le  quel  vo» 
,*V^M»ndres  des  myennes  &  con^e  la  goutte 
"  4na.yaut  quyte  aus  .pyesjomjpry^  .au.genoiuc 
^Vmes  mayntexunt.je  man  portemyeusiS^  e^jpese 

•  'Charles  the  Fifth  ufed  to  fay  even  in  his  time,  "  Every 
**  thing  abounds  in  France ;  in'  Spaifljevety  thing-is  wanting. 

'       ^  <<  dcmayn 
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"  detnayn  courc  un  cheureuyl  &  mardy  uli 
••  cerf  &  sy  dc  la  au  hors  je  vays  en  amandant 
"  come  je  lefpere  je  fere  pour  vous  voyr  dans 
**  la  fyn  de  la  femene  cependant  je  vous  dyrc 
**  que  ceft  la  moyndre  chofe  que  vous  pouves 
*^  atandre  dc  moy  que  le  comandemant  de 
•♦  lefpcdyfyon  du  don  que  je  vous  ay  fet  pour  k 
*•  rapt  quy  a  ete  fet  de  la  petyte  fylle  dudyt 
^  sr.  de  fuyjac  encore  que  avant  la  receptyon 
**  de  la  vre  jy  euffe  pourveu  de  facon  quyl  an 
aura  tout  contantement  sy  eft  ce  que  cohoy-' 
fimt  que  vous  lafexyones  yl  vera  come  pbitf 
lamour  de  vous  je  lafexyone  &  ce  refantyra 
"  de  lefet  de  vore  pryere  &  recomandafyon 

come  vous  par  tout  ce  quy  depandra  de  moy 
quy  fuys 

•*  vre  byen  bon  pere 

•*  ce  X*  aut  a  monceau.'* 
''  A  ma  Scur  la  Royne  Margueryte.^' 

In  1 599,  when  the  Duke  of  Savoy  came  to 
Paris  to  accommodate  his  difpute  with  Henry 
refpeding  the  Marquifate  of  Saluces,  Henry 
was  adviied  to  keep  him  a  prifoner  till  he  had 
come  to  an  agreement  concerning  it.  The 
Monarch  replied,  "  Whoever  gave  me  that 
**  advice  can  be  no  true  friend  of  mine,  but  a 
"  perfon  who  would  deftroy  my  honour*  Who- 
.    •  •*  ever 
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**  ever  affefls  my  good  faith,  g^ves  lAe  jaore 
'*  uaeafinefs  than  if  he  afFeded  my  throne  J 


»• 


Henry,  ufed  to  deplore  thofe  unfortunate  dif. 
putes  which  divided  Europe,  and  faid,  that  if 
the  Chriftian  Princes  would  but  unite  them- 
felves,  in  one  year  they  might  deftroy  the 
Tuxkifli  Empire,  more  particularly  when  all  the 
principal  perfons  of  that  empire  were  difcontent- 
ed,  and  whilft  Perfia  was  an  enemy  fo  formi* 
dablc  to  it.        .  , 

When  he  was  told  of  the  defeat  and  lofs  of 
the  gallies  belonging  to  the  State  of  Malta,  he  ex- 
claimed, "  How  melancholy  all  this  is  t  Whilft 
"  the  Chriftian  Republic  fliould  increafe,  it 
*'  diminifhes.  We  are  like  thofe  madmen  who 
^'  tear  the  perfons  in  pieces  that  are  bringing 
"  them  affiftance.'* 

When  he  was  told  what  judgment  his  fub- 
jefts  were  fometimes  forming  of  himfelf  and  of 
his  aft  ions,  he  ufed  to  fay,  "  I  remain  alone 
"  tipon  the  throne,  and  am  feen  there  by 
"  itiany  perfons  of  different  fituations.  I  am 
on  an  eminence,  they  are  in  a  valley.  We 
judge  but  imperfeftly  of  thofe  objefts  that 
are  at  a  great  diftance  from  us :  fo  my  fub- 
Jefts  judge  of  me/' 

On 


1^  rnnntr  XKt  povxt«< 

On  tte  Ckriftdiasxday  of  i<6o9  Henry  victit 
with  his  Court  ta  the  Charch  of  St.  Gervais  at 
Paris,  to  hear  a  celebrated  Preacher ;  who,  vain 
of  th6  honour  of  having  Co  iihiftrious  a  hearer  as 
liis  Sovereign,  foon  interrupted  the  thread  of 
his  difcourfe,  and  a^ftrophized  Henry.  After 
having  paid  him  the  higheft  compliments  on  the 
ckmency,  the  juflice,  and  the  h\im|inity  of  his 
Teign,  he  infifted  upon  many  points,  which# 
more  like  a  polkician  than  a  divine,  he  thou^t 
neceflary  for  the  good  of  religion  and  the  fafety 
of  the  ftate.  Henry  heard  him  without  the 
leaft  emotion,  and  on  going  out  of  church  merely 
laid,  •*  Why,  the  preacher  of  to-day  did  not 
**  entirely  fill  up  his  hour/*  The  day  after- 
wards Henry  came  to  hear  him  again,  when 
meeting  him  as  he  was  going  into  the  pulpit^ 
he  faid  to  him,  *^  My  Father,  every  one  expeA- 
*'  ed  that  at  this  time  you  fliould  be  in  the 
**  Baftile,  but  the  opinions  of  the  world  and 
**  thofe  ^f  myfelf  do  not  always  go  together, 
I  am  much  pbliged  to.  you  for  the  zeal  that 
you  have  fliewn  for  my  falvation.  Continue, 
"  I  beg  of  you,  to  requeft  it  of  God  for  me, 
*'  and  contribute  to  it  yourfelf  by  your  good 
"  advice.  In  whatever  place,  and  at  whatever 
time,  you  ftiall  think  fit  to  give  it  to  me, 
you  will  always  find  me  well  inclined  to  fol- 
•*  low  it*    I  have  only  to  requeft  of  you,  that 

"  you 


cc 


cc 


CC 
CC 
tt 
CC 


HEITRY    THE    FOtTRTH.  97 

**  you  Will  not  let  your  zeal  get  the  better  of 
your  difcretlon  when  you  think  fit  to  give 
me  advice  in  public,  and  that  you  would 

*^  dcfift  from  thofe  inveftives  which  may  alie- 
nate the  love,  and  diminifh  the  re(peft  my 
fubjeAs  owe  to  me.  You  know  my  extreme 
jealoufy  refpefting  the  former,  and  the  ex- 
treme delicacy  that  attends  the  latter.     Ex- 

^*  cept  in  public,  at  any  private  audience  you 
may  give  as  much  latitude  to  your  zeal  as 
you  pleafe.  On  my  part,  I  will  bring  to  it 
all  that  docility  of  which  I  am  capable; 
and  if  my  weaknefs  will  permit  me  to  go 
with  you,  it  will  be  more  my  fault  than 
yours  if  I  do  not  become  better.     Once  for 

**  all,  continue,  I  beg,  your  regard  to  me,  and 

•*  be  allured  of  my  conftant  proteftion." 

The  Jefuits,  on  account  of  their  learning  and 
their  Very  agreeable  manners,  were  great  &- 
vourites  with  this  Prince.  He  ufed  to  tell 
them,  they  had  two  Generals ;  "  the  Gown, 
^  and  the  Sword.  The  firft  was  at  Rome;  the 
"  fecond  was  himfelf.'* 

The  Duchefs  de  la  Tremouille,  who  was  a 
Huguenot,  was  one  day  repeating  to  Henry 
ibmeMbuidal  leQi^diiig  Father  Cotton,  one  of 
tibe  Jefuits  that  was  the  moft  patronized  by 

VOL.  IV.  H  Henry, 
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HoAry,  and  who  was  his  Coofeflgn  H^nry 
r^pUed^  ^  Mad^mi  do  but  attwd  tothe  fpirk 
'^  of  your  celigioa :  it  prevents  you  &om  bc^ 
,<^  iieviDg  ia  the  Pope,  ^t  the  f^me  time  that  it 
^''  indices  you  ta  believe  a  calumny.'^         •    ^ 

Whcfl  fomc  qf  the  Hugueoot  Mifiifters  re* 
prefented  to  him  that  their  feft  could  notion* 
tinua  fo  long  as  there  wc^e  Jefuits  in  France^  he 
MF^ed,  "  I  will  endeavour  to  preferve  you  bothi 
*^  fo  that  the  good  nmy  iave  the  bad,  aad>  if 
**  poffible,  that  no  one  may  perifti,"  He  waj 
Jikewife  told  by  the  Huguenotfc  that  he  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  led  by  the  Jefuits;  "  Oh,  jao,">' 
replied  he,  **  for  I  lead  both  Jefuits  and  Hu- 
**  guenots."  He  faid  to  thp  Deputies  of  the 
Parliament  who  wiflied  to  prevent  that  Order 
from  being  eftablifhed  in  France,  "  When  I 
had  Icrious  thoughts  of  introducing  the  Je- 
fuits at  Pans,  two  forts  of  perfons  oppofed  iU 
the  Hu^enots,  and  the  Catholic  Priefts  of 
irregular  living;  both  of  whom  reproached 
them  with  endcavouruag  to  attraft  to  them 
men  of  learning  and  of  wit :  now  for  that  I 
"  -efleem  them.  When  I  make  levies,  I  wifli 
^  to  pick  out  the  bcft  troops  for  the  purpc&, 
^  and.  I  am  anxious  that  none  (hould  qntet 
•*  -iato  the  Parliaments  but  worthy  and  excdr 
^  lent  fubjefts;  ib  that  throu^out  oiy  kii]^ 

"  dom 
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•*  ddm  merit  (hould  be  the  mark  that  difr 
^  tinguiQies  honourSi  -  The  Jefiiits  forced  them- 
^  fehrcs,  fay  their  adveriaries,  into  ray  king- 
'*  dom.     I  am  (ure  that  I  foixed  my  way  into 
^'  it.    Clement,  who  a€ailinated  my  {M:edecer» 
•*  for,  did  not  accufe  them  of  being  accom* 
^*  plices  with  him;  and  if  a  Jefuit  had  been 
**  concerned  with  him  in  that  hofrid  adtion^ 
**  (of  which  I '  wifh  erer  to  lofe  the  remem<» 
**  brancfc)  muft  the  whole  Order  fufier  on  his 
•*  account  ?  fliould  all  the  Apexes  have  been 
**  driven  out  of  Judea  for  one  Judas  ?    The 
**  horrors  of  the  League  fliould  no  longer  bo 
^  imputed  to  them.     It  was  the  etror  of  the 
**  times ;  and  they,  as  well  as  many  others,  were 
^  concerned  in  it  from  the  beft  intentions." 

■  Before  the  battle  of  Ivry,  which  decided  the 
fete  of  the   Crown  of  France,  this  magnani- 
mous Prince  made  the  following  pious  addrefs 
to  God :  "  If  it  (hould  pleafe  thee  not  to  beftow 
^he  Crown  upoh  me,  or  thou  feed:  that  I 
am  hkely  to  be  one  of  thofe  Kings  whom 
thou  givefl  to  mankind  in  thy  wrath,  take 
away  my  life  as  well  as  the  Crown !     Grant 
me  to-day  to  be  the  viftim  of  thy  wife  will ! 
**  Gmtit  that   my  daath  may  deliver  France 
**  fi^om  the  calamities  of  war,   and  that  my 
'«  t)tood  (my  be  the  iaft  that  (kail  be  Ihed  ia 
^  -     H  2  «  this ' 
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^'  this  difpute  !"  Immediately  before  he  charge 
ed  the  enemy,  he  faid  to  the  regiment  which 
he  headed,  "  My  Comrades,  if  you  follow  my 
**  fortune,  remember  I  follow  yours.  I  am  de* 
"  termined  either  to  conquer  or  to  die  with 
you.  Keep  your  ranks,  I  befeech  you,  but 
if  the  violence  of  the  engagement  fliould 
make  you  quit  them,  endeavour  to  rally 
•*  again ;  that  enfures  viftory.  You  will  rally 
*'  under  thofe  three  trees  that  you  fee  thejje  on 
**  the  -  eminence ;  and  if  you  (hould  lok  your 
"  ftandards,  do  not  lofe  fight  of  my  white 
**  plume  of  feathers ;  you  will  ever  find  it  in 
"  the  road  to  honour  and  to  vidtojy."  When 
the  enemy's  ranks  were  broken,  he  exclaim- 
•*  ed,  Sauvez  les  Francois  6f  mainbajfc  Jttr 
«*  rEtrangerr 

-  Soon  after  the  entrance  of  Henry  into  Paris, 
the  Spanilh  Ambaflador,  who  had  been  there 
during  the  time  of  the  League,  faid,  that  the 
city' was  fo  altered  he  hardly  knew  it.  "  It  is," 
faid  Henry,  "  becaufe  the  father  oif  the  family 

is  prefcnt,  and  takes  care  of  his  children,  and 

fo  they  profper." 
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Henry  once  gave  into  fome  meafures  which 
his  fubjeds  did  not  appear  to  approve  of^  and 
were  therefore  free  in  their  converfations  upon 

.    .  them. 
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iHcWi.  *'  My  thoughts,"  faid  Henry,  "are 
^^'  too  dev^ed,  arid  my  defigns  too  deep  for  the 
^?  mafs  of  my  people  to  fathom.  They  will, 
"  however,  fee  by  the  event  that  God  is  my 
^^  guide.  With  re^6t  to  them,  the  peace 
^^  and  the  tranquillity  which  they  erijoy,  allow 
^*  tliem  opportunities  to  fpeak.  Their  words 
^  fly  away,  whilft  my  adtions  remain." 

Henry  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  world  would 
be  aftoniihed  to  find  Queen  Elizabeth  of  Eng- 
land a  maid,  Maurice  Prince  of  Orange  a  man 
pf  courage,  and  himfelf  a  good  Catholick. 

**  This  Prince,"  fays  Brotier,  "  fo  great,  fo 
^f  amiable,  fo  good,  was  well  -acquainted  with 
"  his  own  merit,  but  had  in  general  the  niisfor- 
^*^  tune  that  thofe  who  were  about  him  had  Aof 
^  the  proper  degree  of  feeling  relpefting  it." 
On  the  day  of  his  death  he  had  heard  mafs  at 
the  church  of  the  Feuillans  at  Paris.  On  his 
return,  the  Duke  of  Guife  and  BafTompierre 
met  him  walking  in  the  Gardens  of  the  Thuil- 
leries,  where  he  talked  with  them  fo  pleafantly, 
that  he  kept  them  in  a  continual  laugh ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Guife  could  not  help  faying » to 
t%t  Monarch,  embracing  him  at  the  fame  time^ 
"  5/r^i  vous  ites  a  mon  gre  un  des  plus  agreable^ 
^^'hmmes  du monde^ '  The  King  th^n  turirin^ 
•  ■  '  H  3  to 
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to  him  and  Baflbmpierre,  faid  in  a  grave  tone  of 
voice,  "  None  of  you  fufficiently  underftand  me  j 
**  but  I  fhall  die  one  of  thefe  days,  and  when 
^*  you  have  loft  me,  then  you  will  know  my 
"  value,  and  what  difference  there  is  between 
**  me  and  other  men."  Thefe  melancholy 
ideas  were,  for  fome  days  before  he  died,  conti- 
nually crowding  into  his  mind.  The  day  before 
his  death,  he  faw  from  a  clofe  tribune  the  cere- 
mony of  the  coronation  of  his  fecond  wife,  Mary 
of  Medicis,  at  St.  Denis.  The  fpedtators,  placed 
upon  benches,  filled  the  choir  of  the  church  to 
the  very  top  of  the  roof  of  it.  Struck  with  the 
immenfity  of  the  crowd,  he  faid  to  Father 
Cotton,  his  Confeffor,  "  You  cannot  guefs  on 
♦*  what  I  was  thinking  juft  now,  when  I  was 
looking  at  this  great .  concourfe  of  people. 
I  was  thinking  of  the  laft  Judgment,  and  of 
the  account  we  are  all  then  to  give  of  our 
^  adions." 

By  the  kindnefs  of  Mr.  Plant  a,  of  th<? 
Briti(h  Mufeum,  this  Article  of  Henry  the 
Fourth  is  enriched  with  two  Letters  of  that 
great  Prince,  when  King  of  Navarre,  which  have 
never  been  printed,  and  of  which  the  Originals 
remain  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  One  was  ad-* 
dreffed  to  M.  du  Plcffis,  his  Minifter  at  the 
Court  of  Queen  Elizabeth  s  the  other  to  Mn 

Anthony 
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Anthony  Bacon,   brother  to  the  celebr&ted 
Chajpcdlor  of  that  name, 

a  copy  OF  A  I.ETTE&  OF  HSNKY  l^ING  OF  KAVARItt 

<<  (SIfilCE    HSNUY     TRB     FOXlllTH    07  •  FJtANCS), 

'f  TO    MOKS^    DU     PL£SSVS»       DATED    ROCHELLE, 

*<  SEPT.  23,  I586» 

"  MoNs'  Dupleffys  parce  que  Jay  entendu 
quQ  Buianval  a  reccu  a  Londres  qi^fe  ceni9 
Ecus  pour  Mons'  de  Bacon  &r  que  Jxy  eu 
playnte  de  ce  queies  ayant  de  fy  longtems  II 
ns.  les  a  fait  tenir  au  dyt  S'  de  Bacon^-^Jay 

"  biea  voulu  yous  ccrire  la  prefante  dautant 
qye  je  defireroys  le  gratyfyer  tant  pour  foa 
Ijieryte  8j^  en  fayeur  de  ceus  a  qm  II  aparty^ 
ent  que  J'eftyme  beaucoup  que  potir  etrq  de 
la  Nation  Angloyfc  pour  vous  pryer  de  le 
fecouxyr.de  quel'que  fomrae  atendant  quyl 
puyfle  refevoyer  ce  que  le  dyt  Bufanval  a 
pour  lui  entre  mayns.  Je  panfe  byen  que 
vous  aves  peu  de.  moyans  par  de  la  mays  ce 

.f'  nje  fera  cl^ofe  fort  sigrcable  fy  vous  lui  pouves 

J*.|>^yJia:  &.  fere  iourayr  jy^fquea  f  ttoy?  ou 
^atre.cons  :,Ecu^vous  pourres  mandar 
^u^^t^^i^fanv^a^l  dq^.fqre.fe^yr^par.xiiaelquc 
.voye  (comme;  ill  fqi^peut  trouv.ef '^ufyeui s) 
ce  quyl  a  receu  pour  lui  &  fererembourfer 
♦ce  qu6' vous  luy  aves  fct  fournyr  Ce  que 

"^  -jfififlywat'que  yous.fefes  Je  ne  vous  en  dyray 

H  4  "  davantage 
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^  -que  l(^4yte  S'vde  Bacon  tfyt  ctk  cela  cootan^ 
**  tcmant.     Adyeu  Mons'  du  Plcffys, 

"  ceft 
*^Votrc  trcs  afcdfcycttDt  Mcttrc  & 

"  parfet  Amy.** 

^  De  la  Biochelle,  ce  xuii  de  Scttambre." 

^  COPY  OF  A  tBTTSR  OF  HE  NIL  Y,  KIKG  OF  NAVASltE| 
<c  TO  M'  DE  BACON  (MR.  ANTHONY  BACON). 
**  DATED    SEPT.  23,   1586. 


Mons'  de  Bacon  Jc  fays  bycn  marry '  d^ 
ce  que  Bufanval  na  fet  autre  devoyr  de  vous 
fere  tenyre  la  fomme  quyl  avoyt  refeus  pour 
vous  car  il  fayt  combycn  J'eftyme  i:eus  a 
quy  vous  apartenes  &  combyen  Je  vous  ayme 
Je  mande  a  Mons'  Dupleffys  de  vous  fc- 
couryr  de  ce  quyl  pourra  atendant  que  vous 
ayes  receu  vos  denyers  Je  croy  quyl  le  fera 
eircores  que  la  neceflyte  des  afaires  et  des 
^  charges  de  dela  foyt  grande  J^eufle  byen  de* 
^  fyrc  que  voftre  fantc  vous  cuft  peitnys  d'eftre 
auprds  de  moy,^  car  J'euffe  donnc  ordre  que 
vouis  n'eufiyes  poytit  tombc  en  telles  dyfy- 
^*  cult^s  Je  vous'  prye  fetes  tousjdurs  6ftat'  dc 

**  moy  et  vous  afiure^  que  Je'  fuys*  ' 

*  -  •      '     '       ■♦ 

"  Vre  afeftyone.ot  aHure  Aw« 
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*  At)l#dfe  I<fe*^olte,ift  his  Me^ 
•fciibes^  the  ftat*  of  France  under  this  cjltcelkat 
Monarch:/        - 

*«  The  idea,"*  fays  he,  ^«  of  thofe  days  ftiH 
♦*  gives  me- pleafure.  I  pafe  over  in  my  mind 
^^  with  an  inconceivable  fatisfaAion  the  beauty 
*^  of  the  country  at  that  time*  It  appears  to 
^*^inc  as  if  the  country  was  more  fertile  then 
**  than  it  is  now,  that  the  meadows  were  more 
**  verdant  than  they  are  at  prefent,  and  that 
"  the  trees  bore  more  and  better  fruit.  What 
^^  a  pleafur^  it  was  to  hear  the  warbling  of  the 
birdS)  rthe  lowing  of  the  cattle,  and  the 
ruftie  fongs  of  the  (hepherd!  The  cattle 
^^  then  remained  fafe  in  the  fields,  and  the 
^^  faulbandmenin  perfeA fecurity  ploughed  up 
**  the  furrows  to  put  in  the  grab,  which  the 
tax-gatherers'  and  the  foldiers  had  not  then 
begun  to  ravage.  The  peaiant  had  then  his 
*f  little  cottage^  hi3  neat  furniture,  aiwi  all  that 
*V  was  necefl&ry  for  him,  and  flept  quietly  iri 
**  his  own  bed.  When  the  fcafon  of  harVeft 
'^V/was  come,  it  was  a  gl-eat  pleafure  to  fee  the 
?V  reapers,  bending  one  over  another,  defpoil 
•*  the  furrows  of  rtieir  corn,  and  gatlier  up  their 
^*  treafures,  ^Which  the  more  robuft  tied  toge* 
**  ther,/^hile  -the  others  loaded  the  wagons 
^^  wich'*thfe  iheaves^  and  the  children  that  were 

"  keeping 


^  keeping  thdr  cafelk  at  a  ^Uijinix^  l^f^vM 


^  the  ears  of  com  which  a  good-natured  and  aqf 
affefted  forgetfulnefi  had  left  behind^  ^hem, 
The  ftronger  girls  of  the  village  reaped  the 
^  cocn  as  well  as  the  bojFS»  and  their  rqiutuat 
f  kbour  was  occafionally  interrupted  by  m 
^  naftic  'meal,  that  was. c^enfpii^tiiBy^ , uader 
^  the  Ihade  qf  an.  apple  or  c>  pear  tre^^  which 
^  let  down  its  branches,  coye^  ^ith  |ruity 

^  cvei^  ixito  their  very  haijids^        ,  . 

>  .• 

•*  After  the  harvtft,  the  peaip«t3  fi»d  iipon 
^  feme  holiday  tp  n^eet  .tog^tlp^ef  ^d  hav^  a 
**  Ettle  regale  (by.  ^  them  called  tlie  Harveft 
•*  Goflkig),  to  which  they  invited  r^ot  only  each 
**  other^  but  even  their  mailers,  who  pleafec^ 
^  them  very  rauchwhen  they-coad^ffieiided  tO; 
^  partake  of  it*  , ; - 

•*  When  th.e{e  goods- folks  manied  any  of 
^  their  children,  it  .^a^  a  pleafure  to  fee  th« 
*^  ceremony ;  fcHr  befide  the  fiM  clothes  of 
**  the  bride,  that  wa^  nothing  lefe  than  a  red 
*^  gown>  and  a  cap  embroidered  wi^h  foil  and 
^  glafs  beads,  the  parents  weri^idrefl?dr  i^itbeit 
•*  blue  clothesy  well  plaitedji  that  they. dfeijyr^  put 
•^  for  the  occafion  fi?om  their  oW  ebeftsx  peF** 
•*.  fumed  t  with  lavender,  .dried trofesiv^nd,rofe* 
^  marj^     FaVours  x&^  hmonii  X)f  th^.cpj^^it^ony 

"  were 
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ft  ii^re  not  fyrgotten  upon  the  occ^<m«  All 
ff  the  perfons  that  were  invited  worc.t^crB. 
«  either  tied  to  their  ^rdles  or  their  ileeves^ 
V  There  vm  a  ruftic  concert  of  bj^ipes,  Autes, 
f*  and  hautboys;  ^d  after  a  very  plentifijl 
«  dinner  the  dancing  lafted  till  the  evening* 
1'  No  one  then  ccanplained  of  the  cxcefe  <£  th^ 
f^  impofts.  Every  one  p^d  his  little  tax  m^ 
^  cheerfulnefs,  and  I  do  not  remember  ever  to 
f^  have  heard  it  faid,  that  any  march  of  £oh 
«  diers  *  had  ever  pillaged  a  fingle  viilage^j 
«  much  left  dcfolated  whole  provinces,  as  yrc 
^  have  bvit  too  often  fc^n  fincc  that  tim^  b| 


• 


1  hate  that  dnitn^s  difcordant  found. 
Parading  round,  and  round,  and  round; 
To  thoughtlcfs  youth  it  plcafcre  yields. 
And  lures  from  cities  and  from  fields, 

To  fell  their  liberty  for  charms 

Of  tawdry  lace  and  glitt'ringarms, 

And  when  Ambition's  voice  commands, 

To  march,  and  fight,  and  fall  in  foreign  lands. 

I  hate  that  drum's  difcordant  Xound, 
Parading  round,  and  round,  and  round  j 
To  me  it  talks  of  ravaged  plains, 
And  burning  town?,  and  ruined  fwains, 
And  mangled  limbs,  an»!  dying  groans. 
And  widows  tears,  and  orphans  moaos^ 
And  all  that  Mifery's  hand  beftows, 
Tp  fill  the  catalogue  of  human  woes. 

•'  Poems  by  Mr.  ScoTT,  ofAmwdl,  Hern."** 

' ""  the 
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^  •*' the-  calamities    neceflarily   attendant  upori 
^  war»- 

••  Such  was  the  clofe  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
^  the  Fourth.  It  was^  the  end  of  a  gre4t-many 
^  bteffings,  and  the  beginning  of  a  great  many 
^  miferies,  when  a  malignant  and  outrageous 
•*  Demon  took  away  the  life  of  this  grea^ 
**  Prince  ^  of  which  difaftrous  event  I  think  ^I 
*^  had  a  very  fenfible  prc^noftic ;  for  oa  th^a 
^*  night  of  the  accurfed  day  in  which  he  W2» 
<*  aflSiffinated,  the  14th  of  May  i6iPj,  I  faw  a 
**  great -light  in  the;  Heavens,  nearly  at  mid- 
•'.  night,  that  made  the  whole  country  appear 
*^  as  if  it  ha.d  beeh  on  fire.  I  faw  this  *hght 
•^  juft  as  I  was  gping  to  bed,  and  the  perfons, 
*f  who  faw  it  at  the  fame  time  with  me  were 
^^  feized  with  the  greateft  aftoniftiment  a:^  well 
**  as  myfelf.  The  tremendous  ji^eiiomenon 
^  lafted  but  a  very  fhort  time,  and  the  next 
*^  morning  the  news  of  the  King's  aflaffination 
"  was  brought  to  our  vill^e." 

"  Memoires  de  L'Abbe  de  Marolles.'* 
Voltaire  calls  Henry, 

Difesfujits  li  vainqueur  W  h  pere  : 

His  fubjefts  conqueror,  yet  their  father  too: . 

and  no  Prince  ever  better  deferved  the  honour- . 
able  appellation  of  the  Father  of  his- fubjedsi' 

than 
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than  Henry.  His  wiih  that  eveiypeafant  in 
.his  kingdom  might  have  a  fowl  in  his  pot  eveiy 
'Sunday,  and  his  efforts  to  render  that  wilh  ef- 
feAtwJ,  by  encouraging  agriculture  and  by  im- 
pofingeafy  taxes;  his  humanity  o£ di^fition, 
his  eafinefe  of  accefe,  and  the  franknefs  of  his 
charader,  have  made  a  French  Poet  lay,  pen- 
haps  rather  too  ftrongly  of  him  as  his  Sovc- 
ireigB, 

Seul  Roi  dont  lepeupfi  a  garde  la  menioire  : 

Th^  only  King  whofe  Royal  name  revered 
Lives  in  the  grateful  memory  of  the  people  •; 

Aftivity  was  one  of  the  ftriking  features  m 

the  charafter  of  Henry.     This  made  that  great 

General  the  Dukeof  Parma  fay  of  him> ^ that 

**  all  the  other  Generals  of  his  time  carried  on 

**  war  like  lions  and  tigers,  while  he  carried  it 

«  on  like  a:nea^e." 

\' 
Henry*3    device    was    Hercules    taming  a 

monfter,  with  this  motto  ; 

Ifwia  virtutt  nulla  efl  vta  : 
Virtue  purfues  each  honeft  path  to  glory. 


•  He  appears  to  have  forgotten  the  excellent  Louis  XIT. 
who  had  every  virtue  that  Henry  podcfied^  whhout  the  le^ 
aQoy  of&ail^  or  of  vice* 

*^  Thof© 


^  Thofe  who  eat  and  drink  mucb^"^  fikt 
Henr7»  '"^  are  like  perfbns  abiblutely  buncd' 
••  in  their  flefti  *.  They  are  incapable  of  aaf 
^  thing  great.  If>'*  added  hc»  "  I  occafionally 
«*  induce  myfelf  in  the  pleafures  of  the  tabte^ 
^  it  is  merely  to  enliven  and  infpirit  my 
••  mind;* 

When  he  was  informed  that  fbme  of  bis 
troops  had  been  living  at  difcretion  upon  the 
frontier^  he  fent  word  to  their  Officers,  "  If  you 
^  do  not  put  a  flop  to  thefe  diforders^  your 
^  heads  (hall  anfwer  for  them*  For  know; 
Sirs^  by  the  honour  of  God  I  fwear,,  that 
whoever  takes  any  thing  from  my  peopl<^ 
•*  t^esit  away  from  myfelf.'^ 

Being  congratulated  on  a  vidory  obtained 
by  his  army^  in  which  many  lives  were  loft  on 
the  part  of  his  forces,  he  replied,  "  It  is  no  fatis-  ■ 

faftion  to  i:ne  to  fee  fo  many  of  my  fub- 

jeds  lying  dead  upon  the  field.    I  lo&  much 

more  thap  I  gain." 
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^  Henry,**  fays  Voltaire  very  beautifully, 
•'  learned  to  rule, 'by  being  educated  in  the 
"  hard  fchool  of  Adverfity."  His  fituation  firom 

•  "  GourmanJi/e  efi  U  vicf  des  ames  qui  n^ont  point  di 

4  early  . 


^SrtSy  tt>  ffiiddle  life,  had  been  a  fiiccefSon  dF 
4di^er>  exertion,  toil,  and  difficulty,  Thar 
httt^  fitted  him  for  the  arduous  talk  of  rcigti- 
.iiig,  by  imaking  kirn  acquainted  with  every  cir* 
cumftance  incident  to  humanity,  and  made 
him  feel  for  thofe  miferies  fo  natural  to  man- 
kind, of  which  he  had  himfelf  participated. 

His  grandfiither,  Jean  D'Albret,  King'  tjf 
Navarre,  carried  las  defire  of  making  him  hardy 
lb  fer  (anxious  that  heroifm  fliould  be  trans- 
ferred to  him  from  his  mother,  and  that  to  be 
abfe  to  fufFer,  and  be  patient  under  fufferings,  \ 
(hould  make'  as  much  a  part  of  his  hereditary 
coiyfiitution  as  ttie  features  of  his  countenance 
and  the  frame  of  his  body),  that  he  told  his 
Daughter,  who  was  then  with  child  of  Henry^ 
that  if  ihe  would  ling  during  the  pains  of  partu- 
til^ion  the  well-known  Beamois  hymn  to  the 
Virgiii,  that  begins, 

JNhtre  Damfj  au  tout  de  pcnt^ 
jUdtz  4r»i  M  citU  beure  f 

Our  Lady  at  the  bridge's  foot  *, 
Support  me  in  this  painful  hour ! 

•  At  the  entrance  of  every  town,  and  more  particiilarly 
on  every  bridge,  in  Old  France,  there  was  placed  an  image 
of  the  Virgin^  or  of  fome  Saint,  to  whom  the  iahabltautt 
paid  their  devotions. 

he 


he  would  give  W  a  gcAd  chun  which  had  be* 
longed  to  her  Mother,  and  which  he  knew  (he 
was  very  anxious  to  poflefs*  She  complied  with 
iier  father's  requeft  very  readily,  and  received 
the  chains 

**  As  (bon  as  Henry  was  bom>*'  (ays  the 
Abbe  Brotier^  *•  Henri  d* Albret  his  grandfather 
^'  took  him  in  bis  arrns^  and  gave  his  mother 
*^  his  will  in  a  golden  box,  telling  her»  The  box 
•*  i^  yours,  my  girl,  but  the  child  is  mine.  He 
^^  inftantly  began  upon  that  plan  of  hardy  and 
manly  education  which  he  intended  to  give 
him,  by  rubbing  his  lijps  with  a  clove  ofgar- 
^  lick,  and  by  putting  a  drop  of  ftrong  wine 
^^  into  his  mouth*  He.  was  much  pleafed  with 
**  the  child,  as  he  grew  bi^r  and  ftrongcr,  and 
*•  ufcd  to  (hew  him  to  every  one,  exclaiming, 
**  See  what  a  Lion  my  Ewe  has  produced! 
*'  He  caufed  him  to  be  brou^t  up  like  the 
children  of  the  peafants  of  his  country,  with- 
out allowing  the  leail  diftindion  to  be  made 
between  him  and  them,  making  him  undergo 
the  fame  ftrong  exercife  which  they  did,  and 
permitting  no  one  to  call .  him  Prince  *,  or 

"  to 

♦  The  celebrated  Anne  Connetable  de  Montmorenci  was 
fent  to  fcnrc  abroad  by  his  father  at  a  very  early  age,  who 
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jdd^.  ,t^  Abb^t  *^  fo?^  afterwards,  the  ^iy^]^ 
»«.  tiie  .penetration,  the  afa^il^ty  J^jatx^ai^. 
^*.j3^ed  Hti)fytk9&o.  to.flo^e^ks  j^p^^ 
**  ?j).Cfi"—^Pqrgks  J^eiporable's  recfieMis  ^ 
j*'A*iP  Rrotjer,  Pftrisi  i^mo.  1790; 

.*  Xh^  two  Mojyi^g  l>ttef$  from  t^  i^rinoft 
^9  tl^  Chancellor  de  Bellievrje  jare  cojpied  fronl 
Ibf  I#i  ia*  tKe  Britilh  Mufeum. 


<tv 


if5  f  egBctei^  4e  UM^  feigr  ^  pour  vflsu  ^eog^ait-' 

I*  ay  C5?deyaat  ac^wr^e  »  ce.qu§  voiii  t^fty^s  k 
!*  .mayn  quelte  aji  Jo^yflfe  come  cgft  awi  yi^l^*€ 
ft  et  qu€  fur  ceUa  vous  <y^^  le  dit  yaeq^iiyer 
?f,  ajtidemeuraftt  je  ife  ptiys  tcouvier  qlij^iiige  de 
H;cr-que  nu  eouxt  de  jpari^n^nt  coipjtre  imi 
*1if5r(tlOftte  tet  iraaiTefts  que  Jay  dotoa^s  im  meal 
^^ii^onitiyl  pour  refofi  dun  etat  de  mes  (seg^eteres 
i^bjqiie  J6  dpnn^y  ti  boudayer  fyld  dua  4^  mes 
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jjg^ye  him  ti^o  or  tbr/ee  bdrfes  |ipd  jSve  ,hu)odred  ^vroiu 
*'  He  mUft*  learn  to  Ihift,*'  faid^  he,  «*  arid  not  fee  allowijd 
*  allth6  mdulgences  which  ai€  ufually  ^grantea  to  young 
^^6n  (tf  his  rank,  fte  wilt  thcii  Icai-n  tb  kiiO#  #hit  he  i» 
^  abodt,  and  t<^  .make  A  viitui^  of  neodfil^*  .  lllb  one  c^ 
"  .fcVCT  know  aii V  filing  wdl^  wjho^  b^ : jgot- J^g^'  tatighl  t*^ 
^  encoi^nter  difficulties.'* 


^  '«•«. 
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tI4  HENRY    THE    FOURTH. 

• 

**  anfyens  cervyteurs  et  en  faveur  de  ma  feur  h 
"  jour  de-  fon  maryage  veuylle  mayntenyr  dulya 
**  an  cct  etat  centre  ma  volontc  et  ce  que  Jan 
*^  ay  ordonc  pouvoycs  a  cette  afere  teilement 
"  que  je  nan  oye  plus  parler  et  fetes^  conoy tre  a 
•*  ma  court  dc  parleraant  que  je  veus  etre  obey, 
**  a  Dieu  M'.  de  belyevr^  (fu)  lequel  Je  prye 
^*  vous  avoyr  an  fa  garde  cc  xxix**  ceptambre 
••  a  fontayncbleau. 

«  Henry." 

'  "  M^  le  diancclyer,  Jay  done  a  ma  fame 
*•  les  denyers  quy  provyendront  de  la  creafyon 
••  de  deus  ofyces  de  confeylers  an  ma  court  de 
'**  parlemant  de  bretagne  pour  acheter  des  meu- 
**  bles  pour  fa  mcfon  de  monceaus  lefquels  il  eft 
befoyn  de  creer  pour  randre  les  de^s  feanqes 
egales  aufly  que  le  fonds  des  gages  ne  cc 
prand  poynt  fur  mes  fynances  Je  vous  prye 
done  de  feler  ledyt  atandu  que  ceft  ma  vo- 
^'  lonte  come  aufly  la  comutasyon  de  peyne  de 
" '  lamande  honorable  a  me  fere  cervyfe  a  mets 
"  que  Jay  acordee  et  quy  vous  cera  prefantee 
**  c6ft  chofe  de  peu  et  quy  defameroyt  uri 
"  honefte^  home  quy  apartyent  a  de  mes  cervy- 
"  tei^irji.  Jay  feu  auify  quevous  naves  ancoxes 
*•  fele  •Is|deckrafyx>n  des  papegaus  de  bretagne 
**  <!ome  v^tb  mavyes  promys  et  de  la  remctr(^ 

'    "  anlr? 
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*^  antfe  les  mains  de  M'  de  Sylcry  ce  que  je 
**  vous  prye  de  fere  au  pluftoft  car  ces  longueurs 
^*  ruynent  touttes  les  afayres  et  la  bayler  audyt 
S'  de  Sylery  auquel  Jefcrys  de  la  retyrer  de 
vos  mayns  et  vous  feres  chofe  que  Jaure  tres 
agreablc  quy  me  gardera  de  vous  an  dyre 
davantage  pour  pryer  Dieu  M'  le  chancelyer 
vous  avoyr  an  fa  garde  ce  2*  Avril  a  fontene- 
bleau. 

"  Henry/* 


MARGUERITE  DE  VALOIS, 

FIRST   WIFE   TO  HENRY   THE   FOURTH. 

^  When  Charles  the  Ninth  gave  his  fifterin 
marriage  to  Henry  the  Fourth,  he  faid,  "  yai 
donne  ma  foeur  en  mariage  a  ious  les  Huguenots 
de  mon  Royaume^^  She  foon  began  to  live 
upon  ill  terms  with  her  hulband,  and  was  con- 
fined in  one  of  the  fortrefles  of  Navarre,  She 
thus  forcibly  deftribes  the  effedt  of  folitude  upon 
her -mind: 

"  I  Received  thefe  two  advantages  from  my 
*'  misfortunes  and  my  confinement :  I  acquired 
a  tafte  for  reading,  and  1  gave  into  devotion ; 
two  things  for  which  I  never  fliould  have  had 
the  leaft  tafte,  had  I  remained  amidft  the 

X  z  "  pomps 


^  pomps  mid  the  vaoitks  of  the  worM.  $W 
*^  thefe  advantages  I  am  perhaps  not  fo  tnaiH 
"  indebted  to  fortune  as  to  Frovidence,  who 
^  had  the  goodneis  to  engage  for  jsne  two'iueh 
^  powerful  remedies  againft  the  eidls  whicH 
•*  were  to  happen  to  roe  in  future.  Spxrow^ 
^  contrary  to  gaiety )'Wbidi  carries  our  dioiughts 
■^  and  our  a&ions  out  of  ourfelire^  m^es  the 
^  .mind  rally  within  itfelf,  exert  all  its  pawer^ 
^  to  reje<Et  the  evil,  and  te  feek  after  the  good, 
"  in  hope  to  find  out  that  fovereign  and  fu- 
**  preme  good,  which  is  the  readiefl  way  t« 
"  bring  itfelf  to  the  knowledge  and  love  of  the 
••  Deity/* 

The  Memoirs  of  Marguerite  «e  rery  enter- 
*  taining.  The  tranflation  of  Plutarch's  ]L.iVes  by 
Amyot  was  a  very  favourite  book  with  her  JA 
Iier  coikfineqient,.  and  (he  appeai>  to  have  tranf- 
feied  into  her  Memoirs  that  naivef/  i^  w^ux 
Gaui&is  which  we  admire  ^0  much  in  his  fiyle^ 

■ 

Marguerite,  who  ijn^flood  Latin,  ou^eing 
a  poor  man  lying  i^n  a  dunghill,  ex^laimedy 

pQUper  ubique  jactU 

In  any  place,  in  any  bed. 

The  poor  man  refls  his  weary  head* 


^e  man,  td  her  aftoniftiment,  replied^ 

fi  thalantJs  He  no^etnis  JS^egina^jacertrnf 
Si  veruttty  h^c  effit^  pauper  ubiquejacet. 

Ah,  beauteous  Queen,  were  idiis  but  true^ 
Tiib  Higto  i  #ou}<)  ^pofe  with  yon. 

Maiguqrite  ill-humouredly  retorted : 

Careeris  inteneBris  phrans  iae  noihfaeeres^ 
Siverwn  he  ejpt^  pauper  ubique  jofcet^ 

If  tiiis*  were^  true,  thou  lyretphcd  wight, 
A  Gaol  ifaiould  be  d}y  bed  to-nigfat  % 
Where  ftripes  and  fetters,  whi{)S  and  paiti> 
Thv  tongue's  ftrange  licence  ilpuldreftrat2]|i 

M%fgucritc  was  divorced  from  Henry  on  hii 
acccflion  to  the  throne  of  Fraiice,  and  led  up 
Mary  de  IVledi^isi  his  fbcond  wife,  to  the  altw 
at  St,  Denis  to  be  crowned.  She  was  extremely 
charitable  to  f  he  poor,  and  liberal  to  feholar§ 
and  men  of  taleiats.  Her  palace '  at  Paris  wa^ 
the  rendezvous  pf  the  beaux  efprits  of  that 
Coital.  Shi^  was  )>e4utiful  in  her  perfon,  very 
&rcin^ting  it)  her  in^iiners,  and  danced  with 
fuch  peculiar  grace,  that  the  celebrated  Doq 
John  of  Auftria  went  incognito  frqm  Bniflpls  to 
Paris  to  fee  her  dance^ 

Be()de  Memoirs  of  her  Life,  which  are  ipi* 

» 

perfedj;,  (he  wrpfc  feme  Poems,    Jn  the  former 

»  3  ih? 


Il8  MARGUERITE   t>E   VALOIS. 

(he  thus  dcfcribes  what  paffed  in  her  bed- 
chamber on  the  morning  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew : 


My  hxijtband  rofe  early  in  the  morning  to 
play  at  tennis,  before  he  Ihould  fee  the  King. 
"  He  and  his  Gentkman  left  me.  I,  per- 
ceiving that  it  was  day,  and  fuppofing  that 
the  danger  which  my  fifter  had  predicted  to 
me  was  over,  overcome  by  watchfulnefs,  told 
my  old  nurfe  to  fhut  the  door  of  the  room, 
that  I  might  fleep  more  at  my  eafe.  About 
**  an  hour  afterwards,  I  was  awakened  out  of 
•*  a  very  profound  fleep  by  hearing  the  door 
**  knocked  at  very  loudly,  and  by  hearing  a 
**  man  cry  out,  Navarre !  Navarre  t  .  My 
<**  nurfe,  thinking  that  it  was  the  King  my  huf- 
"  band,  who  wiihed  to  come  in,  ran  to  the 
"  door  and  opened  it  immediately,  The  per- 
"  fon,  however,  that  knocked  thus  violently, 
"  was  a  Monfieur  de  Tejan,  who  was  wound- 
**  ed  in  the  elbow  with  a  fword,  and  had  like- 
**  wife  another  wound  in  the  arm  with  a  hal- 
"  bert;  and  who  was  clofely  puifued  by  three 
"  dragoons,  who  all  of  them  together  forced 
**  themfelves  into  the  room.  Tejan,  anxious 
to  fave  his  life,  threw  himfelf  upon  my  bed, 
I,  perceiving  myfelf  held  down  by  him,  threw 
myfelf  upon  the  fide  of  the  bed,  and  he  after 
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MARGUERITE    DE    VALOIS.  11^ 

**  me,  taking  hold  of  my  waift.  I  had  not 
*f  the  leaft  acquaintance  with  himj  and  in  my 
^^  fright  did  not  know  whether  the  foldiers  in- 
**  tended  mifchief  to  him  oi:  to  myfelf.  At  laft 
"  however,  it  pleafed'  God  that  Monficur  de 
"  ]?J"cincey,  Captain  of  the  King's  Guards,  came 
"  in  to  us,  who,  finding  me  in  this  fituation 
^^  (although  he  was  a  man  of  great  humanity), 
"  could  not  refrain  from  laughter ;  and  ftorm- 
"  ing  at  the  foldiers  for  their  infolent  intru- 
♦*  lion,  fent  them  away,  aixd  granted  me  the 
^^  life  of  the  poor  man,  who  ftill  held  by  me. 
f^  I  afterwards  ordered  his  wounds  to  be  drefled, 
.*^  and  himfelf  put  to  bed  in  my  clofet  till  Iiq 
"  was  recovered^ 

*^  When  I  had  changed  my  (hift  (which  was 

**  covered  with  blood),  M.  de  Nancey  told  me 

*^  w^hat  had  happened,  and  informed  me  that 

"  the  King  my  hufband  was  with  the  King  my 

"  brother  in  his  apartment,  and  that  not  a  haiy 

"  of  his  head  would  be  touched.     Then  mak- 

"  ing  me  throw  my  night-gown  over  me,  he 

'*  conduced  me  to  the  room  of  my  fifler  the 

^^  Duchefs  of  Lorraine,  and  which  I  entered 

*♦  more  dead   than  alive.     As  I  was  palling 

**  thcDugh  the  anti-room  (the  doors  of  which 

**  were  all  open),  I  faw  a  Gentleman  of  the 

♦•  name  of  Bourle,  in  endeavouring  to  cfcape 
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no  MARdUERltE   pt  VAL6tf. 

^f  fomc  foldiers  that  wer?  purfuing  hitn,  fel| 
^  dovrxi  dead  nearly  at  my  feet,  run  throtigtt 
**  with  a  halbert.  I  fell  down  at  no  great  difc 
^*  tance  from  him  on  the  other  fide,  in  a  fwoonfj^- 
^*  into  the  arms  of  Mon^eur  de  Nancey,  firmly 
^^  perfuaded  that  the  fame  thruft  of  the  halbert 
^*  had  run  us  both  through.  Recdvepng,  how- 
•*  ever,  I  made  the  beft  of  niy  way  to  my 
**  fifter's  bed-chamber,  where  J  found  M,  de 
^  Meoffins,  firft  Glentleman  cf  the  Bed- 
chamber to  the  King  my  hufband,  and 
Armagnac,  his  firft  Valet-de-!phambre,  who 
•?  came  running  up  to  me,  defiring  me  to  iaV6 
their  liyes.  I  then  haftened  to  pay  my  rtr 
fpefts  to  the  King  and  Queen ;  when,  fallr 
ing  upon  my  knees,  I  requefted  them  tq 
fpare  the  lives  of  thefe  Gentlemen  j  vflth 
?'  which  requeft  at  laft  they  complied/* 


■-  SULLY, 

'  The  Pope  having  once  written  a  letter  fO| 
M.  de  Sully  upon  his  becoming  Mihifter^ 
VPhich  endc::d  with  his  HoHnefs's  wifhes  that"  he 
tnight  enter  into  the  right  way ;  Sully  afiifwered, 
that  on  his  part  he  never  ceafed  to  pray  for  the 

converiion  of  his  Holinefs. 

-        •  •  "  ■* 


A  c^teinpondr;^  wrtfer  thus  defcribes  this  ^eaf: 


*^  jHr  was,"  fays  Ikb,  ^*  a  man  of  order^ 
^*  exaft,  frugd;^  ^  nian  of  his  word,  and  had  no 
^*  foolifli  eitpences  either  of  play  or  of  any  thing 
"  elfe  that  was  uftfuitable  to  th^  dignity  of  his 
^'  cfaara;6):en  He  was  vigilant,  bborious,  and 
"  etpedited  bufmefs.  He  fpent  his  whole 
^^  iitfie  ift  his  employments,  and  gave  none  of 
'^  k  to  his  pleafures.  With  all  thefe  qualifica- 
f\  tiohs  he  had  the  talent  of  diving  to  the  bot- 
^*  fom  of, every  thing  that  was  fubmitted  to 
f*  him,  and  of  difcovering  every  entanglement 
^*  and  difficulty  with  which  financiers,-  when 
^*  thfey  are  not  honeft  men,  endeavour  to  con- 
f*  ccali  their  tricks  and  their  rogueries/* 

Wherj  the  confpiracy  of  Biron  againfl:  Henry 
^e  Fourth  was  difcovered,  Henry  told  Sully, 
^hat  a  great  niomber  of  perfons,  even  fome 
amongfl  the  higheft  Nobility,  were  concerned 
in  it,  and  defired  him  to  guefs  who  they  were. 
f^  Good  God^  Sire !  fuppofe  any  nun  to  be  a 
f *  traitor  i    That  is  what  I  will  never  do.*' 

Sully  ufed  to  fay,  that  pafhirage  and  agricul- 
ture were  two  teats  to  a  kingdom,  that  were 
l^orth  all  the  gold  of  Peru, 

la 
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In  fplte  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  talents,  and 
the  purity  of  his  intentions,  this  great  .Minifter 
was  always  harrafled  by  calumnies  and  mifrepre- 
fentations.  Many  of  them  wereftudioufly  related 
to  Henry,  who  occafionally  mentioned  them  to 
him,  to  hear  in  what  manner  he  defended  him- 
felf.  Once,  after  a  converfation  of  three  hours 
on  fubjefts  like  thefe,  he  embraced  Sully  on 
coming  out  of  his  anti-chamber  before  all  his 
court,  and  faid,  "  I  efteem  you  as  the  beft  and 
♦*  the  moft  innocent  man  that  ever  was,  as  well 
**  as  the  moft  loyal  and  the,  moft  ufeful  fervant 
«*  I  ever  poffeffed."  Then  turning  round  to 
fome  of  Sully's  enemies  who  were  prefent,  he 
added,  "  I  wifh  earneftly  to  let  you  all  know, 
«*  that  I  love  Sully  better  than  ever,  al\d  that 
*'  death  alone  can  diffolVe  my  efteem  >  for 
''  him." 

Sully,  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of 
commerce  that  obtained  in  his  -time,  wiftied 
his  Sovereign  to  ifTue  an  edift  prohibiting  the 
ufe  ofji/k;  looking  upon  it  as  a  luxury  im- 
ported from  a  foreign  country,  that  would  take 
away  money  out  of- the  kingdom  of  France. 
Henry  replied  to  him,  "  Why,  my  good  Rofny, 
^  I  had  rather  fi^t  the  King  of  Spain  in  three 
"  pitched  battles,  than  engage  with  aii  thofe 
♦•  gentry  of  police,-  of  finance,  of-  the  cuftoms, 

"  and 
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•*  and  efpecially  with  their  wives  and  daughters, 
**.  that  you  will  fet  upon  me  by  your  whimfical 
^*  and  unreaConable  regulation/* 

Madame  d'Entragucs,  Henry's  fevourite  mif- 
trefs,  was  extremely  angry  with  Sully  one  day, 
on  his  not  immediately  paying  to  her  brother 
fome  gratuity  which  that  Monarch  had  ordered 
him.  "  The  King,"  faid  (he  to  him,  «  would 
**  aft  very  firigularly  indeed,  if  he  were  to  dit 
**  pleafe  perfons  of  quality  merely  to  give  into 
"  your  notions.  And  pray.  Sir,  to  whom 
♦*  (hould  a  King  be  kind,  if  not  to  his  Rela« 
^  tions,  his  Courtiers,  and  his  Miftreffes?'* 
^<  That  might  be  very  well.  Madam,"  replied 
Sully,  **  if  the  King  took  the  money  out  of 
**  his  own  purfe ;  but  in  general  he  takes  it  out 
^*  of  thofe  of  fhopkeepers,  artizans,  labourers, 
**  and  farmers.  .Thefe  perfons  enable  him  to 
<'  live.  One  mafter  is  enough  for  us,  and  we 
•*  have  no  occafion  for  fuch  a  number  of 
"  Courtiers,  of  Princes,  and  of  King's  Mif-» 
<'  treffes." 

Henty  gave  Sully  one  day  the  contra6f  of 
marriage  into  which  he  had  entered  with  Made- 
mpifelle- d'Entrs^es,  to  read;  who  faid,  after 
hatiAg  read  it,  **  Sire,  will  you  promife  me  not 
^J  to  be  ai^ry  ?"     Henry  replied,  *<  Yes,  Sully, 

"  I  pro- 
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'*  I  ppomife  you  that  I  witt  tiot  h6  aflgry/^ 
Stilly  tore  the  contraA  in  pieces  imnoiediately^ 
faying,  *^  Sire,  this  is  the  ufe  you  ought  to  makd 
**  of  it/' — ^"^  What,  Sir^  are  you  mad,  to  be- 
^*  have  in  this  nia^tier  f  faid  Henry.  ^*  it  is 
**  true,  Ske,"  replied  Sully,  ^'  that  I  am  -a 
**  madman,  and  would  be  fo  gie^t  a  madman, 
^  a^  to  be  the  only  perfon  mad  ift  Franc«^ 
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Tlie  Lady  whdfe  c6ntraft  of  marriage  with 
Henry  Sully  had  thus  torn  in  pieces  called 
him'  one  day  *^  V^et/'  in  the  prel^nce  xrf"  his 
Sovareigfi,  becau A^*  he  t/QUld  not  affift  her 
tjewd  of  ambitionr  *'  Thi*  is  too  much,  Ma^ 
.  dam,'\  exclaimed  Henry,  ^^  I  had  fooner 
part  with  fix  miftrcfles  Irke  yourfelf^  than 
with  One  fei?vant  Hki$  Sully,  whom  you  daif} 
to  cdi  Valet  in  my  prefence,  My  anceftors 
*'  have  not  difiJained  fg  alljr  th§mfelyes  with 
^*  his,  I  affufe  yoyi,'^ 

Sully  was  one  of  the  moft  laborious  Minify 
tcrs  that  ever  exifted.  He  rofe  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  The  firft  two  hours  after  he 
got  up  were  employed  in  reading  and  in  expe? 
diting  the  papiers  that  lay  upon'  his  ta^le  ^  thi^ 
he  called  "  Hetioyer  la  tapn^  At  feven  o'clock 
he  attended  Council,  and  the  reft  of  the  morn? 
iflg  was  fpent  with  his  Sovereign  in  trgnfaft-r 

ing 


itrufted«  At .  twelve  o'clock  be  jjiiied  on  •n 
lervice  of  tea  dHhcs,  with  iomd  fcl^  gjueift^ 
After  dinner- he  ga^e  an  audience,  iit^erie  jeteiy 
%oify  wasadnrittod  :  jfirftthe^eedefiaftio^,  feQth 
C!!a4;bolics  and  H^igueoots ;  ^en  tbe  '^f^^^ei^, 
and  the  perfoas  of  mewer  cank^  4pd,pei:rgiis 
iof  quatity  fucceeded  Xo  ih^m,^  A£t^  his  tm- 
.dience,  he  returnfid  to  his  clofet,  where  he  read 
,^Dd  wrote  till  fupper'^time,  when  he  ordeiaed 
his  doocs  to  be  ihut,  ^and  gave  him(Hf  up  to 
the  pleafuies  of  focioty  with  a  few  ineads  ;jand 
at  teti  o'clock  he  went  to  bed. 

On  the  death  of  his  Sovereign  and  ftiend 
Henry  the  Fourth,  he  retired  to  his  Chateau  of 
ViUdbon,  wb^e  hecompofed  his  Meiaaoirs  by 
tfa^  titk  of  ^  (Ed:<im?mies  Hoyales;'^  which  weie 
printed  in  four  irolumes  foUp«  Theiib  wisce 
afterwards  put  into  better  order  and  more 
aMxiern  French,  and. many  of  the  details  they 
contained. relisnchedl]^  the  Abbe  de  i^'Eciufe  ; 
and  this  4s  the  Edition  of  the  Memoirs  c^tbat 
great  and  good  Minifbor  .wbich  is  at  pTj^fent 

.  -  ■  *  ■   . 

'  In  the  retirement  of  Villebon  he  lived  thirty 
years,  Teldc»n  w  pever  coming.  jfeo.;CourS^ 
Louis*  the  Th^teenth'  however,  .wi&ing  ^to  have 

his 
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his  opinion  tipon  (bme  matters  of  cbnfequenee* 
lent  for  him  to  come  to  him  at  Paris,  wheft 
the  good  old  man  obeyed  his  fuituhOns,  but 
not  with  the  greateft  alacrity.  The  gay  Cour- 
tlers>  on  feeing  a  man  dreft  unlike  to  them* 
ielves,  and  of  grave  and  ferious  manners  totally 
different  from  their  own,  and  which  appeared 
to  be  thofe  of  the  laft  Century,  turned  Sully 
into  ridicule,  and  took  him  off  to  his  face* 
Sully,  perceiving  this,  faid  coolly  to  the  King, 
*^  Sir,  when  your  father,  of  glorious  memory, 
•*  did  me  the  honour  to  confult  me  on  any 
**  naatter  of  importance,  he  firft  fent  away  all 
**  the  jefters  anil  all  the  buffoons  of  his 
"  Court/* 

At  his  table  at  Villebon  he  always  kept  up 
the  frugality  to  which  he  had  been  accuftomed 
in  early  life  in  the  army.  His  table  eonfifted  of 
ten  diOies,  drefled  in  the  plaineft  and  moft 
fimple  manner.  The  Courtiers  reproached  him 
often  with  the  fimplicity  of  his  table.  He  ufed 
to  reply,  in  the  words  of  an  Antient,  "  If  the 
*'  •  guefts  are  men  of  fenfe,  there  is  fufficient  for 
"  them ;  if  they  are  not,  I  can  very  well  dif- 
•*  penfe  with  their  company." 


Sully  dined  at  the  upper  ^end  of  the  ball 
with  the  perfoas  of  his  own  age,^  at  a  tabic 

apart. 
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apart.  Tht  young  people  were  ferved  at  a  tabic 
by  thcmfelves.  The  venerable  hoft  gave  as  a 
reafon  for  this  arrai^ement,  that  the  perfons  of 
different  ages  nught  not  be  mutually  tu'efome 
to  each  other. 

Abbe  de  Longuerue  fays,  *'  that  the  Duchefs 
**  of  Nemours  told  him,  that  fhe  had  often 
^*  feen  the  good  old  man  M.  de  Sully;  that  he 
was  fo  altered  by  being  difmifled  from  his 
employments  of  ftate,  that  there  remained 
"  nothing  about  him  which  reminded  you  of 
^  the  celebrated  Minifter  of  his  name ;  and  that 
**  his  mind  was  entirely  taken  up  with  the 
**  management  of  his  eftate  and  of  liiis  family 
"  affairs. 

"  His  fecretaries,"  adds  the  Abbe,  "  filled 
**  his  Memoirs  with  faults  which  he  was  not 
**  in  a  ftate  of  mind  to  correft." 


ARMAND  DE  BIRON 

Wjis  a  Marlhal  and  Mafter  of  the  Artillery  of 
France,  and  was  no  Icis  a  man  of  learning  than 
a  great  General. 


He 


«  He  loft."  f»ys  Btiotiq-,  « ^^o  qRportt^ 
ff  of  ioJftru&iagJbimfelf,  atd  wrote  down  w  ^ 
«*  cotamoo-fdace  book  .wJw*««^r  }»  i)^^f4  tft 
*  inet  with  that  was  worthy  qf  l^s  l»atwf . 
«  Thefe  were  called,  Les  Devmet.  'te^l^tfi  .4t 
**  Biron" 

^o  le6  liberal  than  brayc,  whjjn  his  M^t# 
d'Ifotel  adviftd  him  to  maj^e  a  reform  in  hi? 
boufehojd,  «idget  rid  of  fomg  of  his  fupernu*< 
mera^  fervants,  giving  a^  a  j^afon,  Jhat  ^ 
could  do  without  them  j  ^*  Perhaps  fo,"  re* 
plied  pirpn,  "  but  let  m«  ji^ow  firft,  if  th^f 
*'  can  dp  withpijtflae." 

At  the  batde  of  Iviy,  Henry  the  FpurtJi 
joined  the  WaHoon  Troops  at  the  nlk  oif  hiS 
Jtfe,  and  left  Birfin  with  ft  corps  d.e  refg^fvei  to 
prevent  .the  <nemy  jfrom  ;allyi^g.  When  ,t^ 
engagement  was  over,  ^irpn  tolfi  his  Soyereigjjj 
"  Sire,  this  is  not  feir :  you  have  done  to^da/ 
«  what  Biron  ihould  haxe  <J<>ne,  and  he  had 
**  done  what  the  Kii^  ought  to  have  done.'* 

«  He  had,"  lays  -Brotier,  "  the  weaknefi 
**  tpo  commonly  incident  to  Generals-^that 
"  of  continuing  rather  than  terminating  a  waf^ 
**  Ht  faid  to  his  fon,  who  aiked  him  to  ^vij 
fw  him  fomes  troops  for  an  a^kioHj  whkh  would 
§  "be 
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^^  be  peculiarly   favourable   to   the    caufe  in 
*^*  which  they  were  engaged:    You  blockhead 
you !  what  you  wifli  then  that  we  may  be 
fent  to  plant  cabbages  at  our  country  feat? — 
Quoi  done,  nmrmU^  nous  veux  tu  envoy ir  planter 
"  des  choux  a  Biron  /"* 

Biron  wrote  Ibme  Commentaries  on  his  Mi-^ 
litary  Expeditions ;  of  which  Brant6me  liaments 
the  lofei '  He  boafted  that  he  had  pafled  from 
the  lowed  rank  in  the  Army  to  that  of  Genp* 
ral,  and  faid,  that  was  the  only  legitimate  way 
to  become  a  Marflial  of  France.  He  had 
been  wounded  in  feven  different  engagements* 
When  he  was  made  a  Knight  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  being  required  to  produce  his  Letters  of 
Nobility,  he  contented  himfelf  with  exhibiting 
a  few  pieces  of  parchment  to  the  Sovereign 
and  the  Commiffioners,  faying,  "  Sire,  voila  ma 
*^  Noblejfe  bien  comprize''  Then  putting-*  his 
hand  upon  his  fword,  he  added,  "  Mais,  Sire, 
**  la  voila.  mieu>:'' 

His  device  was  a  match  burning,  with  thefe 
words :  "  Perk  fed  in  armis''  He  gave  Henry 
the  Fourth  the  wife  advice  to  remain  in  France, 
and  not  to  fly  into  England  or  Switzerland,  on 
the  death  of  Henry  the  Third.  The  Marflial  was 

VOL.  IV.  K  killed 
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killed  by  a  mufquet  balU  at  the  fiegp  of  Epcf* 
nay  11^159^. 

Biron  was  Godfiither  to  the  celebrated  Car- 
dinal de  Richelieu,  to  whom  he  gare  his  Cfwn 
baptifmal  name  of  Araiand. 


CHARLES  GONTAUT  DE  BIRON, 

{on  of  the  Marfhal  Biron  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding Article,  was  fo  early  an  excellent  Officer, 
that  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  chofen,  by  the 
common  confent  of  the  Army  commanded  by 
his  Father,  to  fupply  his  place  as  General,  when 
the  latter  was  prevented  by  his  wounds  from 
afiimung  that  diflinguifhed  fituation. 

Biron  ufed  to  fay,  that  fometimcs  pradencc 
was  unneceflary  in  war. 

He  confpired  againft  his  Sovereign  Henry 
the  Fourth,  who  would  have  pardoned  him, 
had  he  relied  fujfEciently  upon  his  clemency 
and  his  gratitude  to  have  confefled  his  treafon 
to  him.  He  who  had  fo  often  looked  upon 
death  with  intrepidity  in  the  field,  beheld  it 
.upon  the  fcaffold  with  the  utmoft  fear  and  emo- 

tion; 


tion;  and  the  Executioner  was  obliged  to  dd 
life  fad  office  by  ftealth.  Biron  had  ridiculed 
the  quiet  land  refined  manner  with  which  the 
Amiable  but  unfortunate  Eari  of  Effex  met  his 
fate^  ^s  bordering  upon  pufillanimify  tod  cow- 
ardice* Nemefis  is  but  too  often  upon  the 
Watch  to  revenge  obloquy  upon  itfelf^  and  to 
tender  thofe  perfons  jwftly  obnoxious  to  its  at- 
tacks, who  have  been  liberal  of  them  upon  oliier 
perfons*  ^ 

Henry  hds  beeii  much  bknied  for  hot  fpar- 
ing  the  life  of  his  fellow-foldier  and  companion^ 
and  the  occafioftdl  caufe  of  his  vidories.  Biron 
was,  however^  fo  violent,  fb  expehfive,  and  fo 
diflatisfied  with  his  Sovereign's  behayiour  tc^ 
him,  that  he  would  perhaps  have  ever  looked 
up  to  a  Revolution  to  gratify  his  i*evenge,  ot 
to  fatisfy  his  neceflities.  Me  was  extremely  ad- 
d  idled  to  play,  at  which  he  lo(t  fuch  confider-- 
'able  funis,  th^t  he  ufed  to  fay,  **  '/e  ne  fgm  ^ 
"  je  moitrrai  fur  tin  echa^aut^  mats  je  jfgais  bieti 
"  que  je  ne  mourrai  pas  q  Vfl6pitniy — "  Fatal 
"  alternative,"  feys  D'Anqueti^  "  that  but 
"  too  often  attends  thofe  who  riik  theif  for* 

'*■  tunes  on  a  die  or  a  card," 

* 

Brotier  fays,    "  that  when  Bifoii'«  frieuds 
**  fqljicited  his  pardon  from  Henry ;  by  way.Qf 

K  2  "  palliating 
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'**  palliating  his  crime,  they  faid  that  his  pride 
"  had  made  him  oppofe  his  Sovereign."  Henry 
replied,  '*  It  is  always  agreeable  to  me  to  par- 
••  don,  but  my  device  is  that  of  my  kiagr 
"  dom: 

Parcen  fuhjeSfis  et  debellare  fuperbo$* 

To  f^art  the  conquered,  and  fubduc  the  proud." 

Siron  was  fo  confcious  of  the  fate  which 
awaited  him,  that  upon  being  told  when  he 
was  in  prifon  that  he  would  foon  be  releafed, 
he  replifed,  "  Alas !  I  am  not  one  of  thofc 
*•  birds  who  are  put  into  a  cage  to  let  gi> 
**  again." 


PRESIDENT  JEANNIN 

belonged  to  the  deteftable  fadion  of  the 
League,  but,  in  conjundion  with  a  few  excel'^ 
lent  men  of  his  party,  would  not  give  into 
the  horrid  maflacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  He 
was  Prefident  of  the  Parliament  of  Dijon  when 
Henry  the  Fourth,  on  his  t.iking  poffeffion  of 
Paris,  faid  that  he  would  make  him  one  of  his 
Council  of  State.  Jeannin  excufed  himfelf  by 
faying,  that  it  was  not  juft  that  he  fliould 
prefer  an  old  Leaguer  to  fo  many  diftinguifhcd 
perfons,  whofe  fidelity  to  him  had  never  been 

fufpedled. 
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fiafpcdted.  "  I  am  certain,  Sir/'  replied 
Henry,  "  that  a  perfon  who  has  been  faithful 
**  to  a  Prince  will  not  be  defeftive  in  fidelity 
^  to  a  King/' 

A  rich  Country  Gentleman  of  Burgundy, 
being  much  ftruck  with  Jeannin's  eloquence 
in  the  Parliament  of  that  Province,  was  very 
anxious  to  have  him  for  his  fon-in-law,  and 
waited  upon  him  to  tell  him  of  his  intention. 
On  his  afking  him  what  property  he  poffeljed, 
Jeannin,  pointing  to  his  head,  and  to  a  fmall 
collection  of  Books  in  the  room,  faid,  "  In 
**  thefe.  Sir,  conlift  all  my  wealth  and  all  my 
^'  fortune/' 

Some  Prince  having-  alked  Jeannin  whofe 
fon  he  was,  he  replied,  "  I  am  the  fon  of 
"  my  own  merit/* 

Jeannin  was  Ambaffador  from  Hepry  the 
Fourth  to  the  States- General  of  Holland,  and 
negotiated  the  peace  between  that  Republic  and 
the  Spaniards  (one  of  the  moft  difficult  that 
ever  took  place)  with  fuch  ability  and  impar- 
tiality, that  he  gained  the  confidence  of  the  two 
parties.  Cardinal  Bentivoglio  fays,,  that  he  had 
often  heard  Jeannin  fpeak  in  the  Council  of 
State,    w^here    he    appeared   to  carry    in  his 

K  3  manner 
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manner  and  countenance  all  the  dignity  of  htt 
Mafler, 

Henry  faid  of  him,  "  I  am  obliged  to  gild 
^'  feveral  of  my  fubjedts  to  take  off  the  edge  of 
^  their  malice.  With  rcfpeA  to  Jeannin,  I 
"  have  as  yet  contented  myfelf  with  faying 
"  good  things  of  him,  without  doing  any  for 
«  him." 

Jeannin's  *^  Memoirs  of  his  Negotiations! 
**  with  Holland"  'were  publilhed  by  himfelf. 
When  Richelieu  was  baniftied  to  Avignon,  he 
ftudied  them  very  much,  and  profeflfed  himfelf 
greatly  indebted  to  them  for  his  knowledge  of 
the  difficult  art  of  Negotiation, 

Jeannin,  though  Prefident  of  the  Parliament 
of  Dijon,  ufed  to  fay,  *^  We  are  not  always  fo 
"  well  inftrudbed  in  the  Parliaments'  as  tho 
Prince  and  his  Minifters  are  refpefting  what 
makes  for  the  general  good  of  the  country. 
Sometimes  the  fame  thing  taken  feparately 
appears  unjuft,  which  in  the  general  is 
juft." 


Henry  the  Fourth,  once  finding  a  ftate-fecret 
betrayed,  faid  to  his  other  Minifters,  **  See 
^^  amongft  yourfelye?  who  it  is  thsct  has  be-. 

<<  trayed 
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^  trayed  us ;  I  myfelf  wilt  anfwer  for  that  good 
^.  creature  there  (pointing  to  Jeanpiu),  that  hfli 
**  Jjias  not  done  it." 


CARDINAL  D'OSSAT. 

This  eminent  Negptiator  was  the  fon  o(jk 
fraith,  and  loft  his  Father  and  Mother  when  he 
was  very  young.  At  the  age  of  nine,  he  was 
placed  in  the  fervicc  of  a  young  Nobleman  of 
Auch  i  his  Mafter  was  likewife  an  orphan,  and 
they  liudied  together,  D'Oflat  foon  outftrip- 
ped  his  Mafter,  and  became  his  Preceptor :  he 
was  afterwards  called  to  the  bar,  and  by  de» 
grees  rofe  to  the  dignity  of  a  Bifhop  and  Car* 
dinal..  His  negotiations  at  the  Court  of  Rome 
procured  the  abfolutiont)f  Henry  the  Fourth; 
a  matter,  at  that  time,  of  no  fmaJl  difficulty. 

"  He  was  a  man,"  fays  his  Biographer, 
of  great  penetration,  and  took  his  meafures 
with  fuch  precaution,  that  it  is  impoffible  to 

• 

♦*  find  a  Single  error  or  miftake  in  any  of  them. 
**  He  united  in  the  higheft  degree  politics  and 
**  probity,  honours  with  modefty,  and  dignities 
^^  with  difintereftednefs.  His  letters,  though 
"  upon  fubjeds  which  now  ceafe  to  intereft, 
♦^  have  been  efteemed  very  much  by  ^egotia- 

jc  4  **  tors» 
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**  tors.     The  late  intelligent  Sir  James  Porter 

**  was  extremely   fond  of  them,   and  recom- 

"  mended  them  as  models  of  diplomatic  com^ 

"  munication," 


THEODORE  D'AUBIGN^. 

Henry  the  fourth,  King  of  France  (thea 
King  of  Navarre^\  going  one  day  to  Condillac,. 
the  country-feat  of  Francois  de  Foixj.Biihop  of 
Aire,  defired  him  to  permit  him  to  fee  his  Ca^ 
binet  of  Curiofities,     To  this  the  Bi(hop  con^ 
fented,  on  condition  that  the  King  fhould  take 
\^ith  him  no  perfon^  who  were  men  of  igno- 
ranee,  .and  void  of  cufiofity.     "  With  all  my 
^'  heart.  Uncle/'  replied  the   King;  "  I  fhall 
"  introduce  no  one  who  is  not  more  capably 
**  of  obferving  and  of  appreciating  your  Ca- 
"binet  than  myfelf."     Coming  in  thei^  to  the 
Cabinet  with  the  Sieurs  Clerval,  Du  Pleffis, 
Du  Sainte  Angebonde,  Peliflbn,  and  Theodora 
D'Autfigne  -,  while  the  King  and  the  reft  were 
amufing  f  hemfelves  in  feeing  a  cannon  lifted  up 
by  a  fmall  machine  which  a  boy  of  fix  years  of 
Hge  hijyi  in  his  hand,  ^nd  were  very  attentive  to 
this  operation,  D'Aubignc  obferved  a  piece  of 
black  marble  whi^h  ferved  as  a  writing-deik  to 
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the  Biftiop;  and  having  found  a  pencil,  ho 
wrote  upon  it  this  diftich ; 

Non  ijlhac  Princeps  Regem  traSIare  doceto^ 
Sed  doSfa  regni  ponderaferre  manu* 

^each  not  the  King  to  toys  to  give  his  care, 
But  Empire's  ppnd'rous  weight  with  eafc  to  bear. 

Having  done  this,  he  covered  over  the  piece  of 
marble,  and  joined  the  company.  When  they 
came  up  to  it,  the  Bifhop  faid,  "  Sire,  fee  this 
«  is  my  writing-deik!"  but  having  taken  off 
the  cover,  and  feeing  the  diftich,  he  faid,  *^  Ah, 
^*  ah  !  a  Man  has  been  here,  I  fee." — "  Nay," 
faid  Henr)^  **  what  do  you  take  us  all  for 
"  Beafts  then  ?"  and  turning,  to  the  Bifhop, 
«*  Uncle,"  faid  he,  ^^  can  you  guefs,  by  the 
"  countenance  of  us,  who  has  put  this,  trick 
<*  upon  you?"  This  fally  of  his  Majefty 
jifforded  much  amufement, 

D'Aubigne  wrote  the  Hiftory  of  his  Life, 
and  addreffed  it  to  his  Children.  "  My  chil- 
^^  dren,"  fays  he  in  the  Preface  to  it,  <*  Anti- 
''  quity  will  furnifh  you  with  direftions  and 
^*  examples,  in  the  hves  of  Emperors  and  of 
^'  great  men,  how  to  behave  againft  the  at* 
'*  tacks  of  enemies  and  of  difobedient  fubjefts, 
♦'  You  will  there  fee  how  they  have  refilicd  the 
f^  attacks  of  the  one,  and  the  rebellions'  of  the 

♦^  other  i 
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"  Other ;  but  it  will  never  teach  you  that  kind 
"  of  conduft  which  is.fuited  to  common  and 
'*  ordinary  life :  and  this  third  kind  of  know- 
^*  ledge  requiring  more  dexterity  than  the  other 
"  two,  you  have  more  occafipn  for  inftrudion 
**  in  it,  fince  you  are  rather  to  imitate  perfbns 
**  of  a  middling  ftation  than  thofe  who  are  of 
^'  a  diftioguiihed  rank  in  life  3  having  to  flrug* 
"  gle  againft  your  equals,  where  there  is  more 
"  occafion  for  addrefs  than  for  force.  This* 
*^  want  of  accommodation  has  often  put  Princes 
*'  in  a  perilous  fituation*  Henry  the  Great, 
the  fiDurth  Sovereign  of  that  name  in  France, 
waa  not  pleafed  when  he  found  his  iervant^ 
reading  the  'lives  of  Emperors  and  of  great 
*'  men.  Having  difcovered  one  of  his  fervants, 
**  by  name  Neufy,  very  fond  of  reading  Taci-r 
*^  tus,  and  fearing  left  his  courage  fhould  take 
**  too  high  a  flight,  lie  advifed  him  to  quit  that 
*'  kind  of  reading,  and  perufe  only  the  lives  of 
f  perfons  in  a  fituation*  fimilar  to  his  own/* 

.  At  foyr  years  of  age  D'Aubigne's  fether  put 
hiax  into  the  bands  of  a  Preceptor,  whp  taught 
him  the  Greek,  Latin  and  Hebrew  languages 
^  the  fame  time'i  and  he  fays,  that  at  feven 
years  of  age  he  tranflated  the  Critb  of  Plato, 
T^pon  a  promife  which  his  father  had  made  him, 
that  the  traoilation  fhould  be  printed,  with  a 

portrait 
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portrait   of  himfelf  zX  that  very   early  age 
prefixed  to  it. 

D'Aubigfl^,  whe  w«6  a  Proteftant,  attached 
himfelf  to  Henry  the  Fourth,  to  whom  he  was 
a  faithful  wd  aiftive  fervant,  aad  often  ex-* 
pofed  hi&  life  in  his  &rnct,  Henry  repaid  his 
attachment  in  no  other  manner  than  by  making 
him  a  prefent  of  his  portrait,  D' Aubignc  wrote 
the  following  lines  under  it : 

Ce  Prince  efi  cCetrange  Natun^ 
fe  neffai  qui  Diable  t  a  fait. 
II  rec^mpenfi  en  piinture 
Ceux  fid  kfirvent  en  efffi. 

Henry  had  a  favourite  Spaniel,  which 
P'Aul^ne,  finding  half  ilarved  in  t^ie  ftreet9^ 
took  home  with  him  and  kept,  infcribing  tbefe 
lines  upon  his  collar : 

Le  fidele  CiXxoti  qui  couchoit  autrefois 
$ur  voire  litfacriy  couche  oresfurladurei 
Ceji  cefidde  Chien.  qui  0pprit  de  la  Nature 
Af^ire  rfffi  Jrms^  et  de^  traitres  le  choiff. 

U. 
Ceft  lui  qui  Uf  Brig094f  ejfrayant  defa  voix^ 
jPes  dentSy  des  ajfaj^ns^  d^ou  vient  dene  qu^il  endure 
l^faint'i  lefroid^  U^  CQUps^  k$  dedans^  et  tinjurCj 
F^j^mnt  c^utumtr  dujirvice  des  Rois. 

Sa 
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HI. 

Sa  fieri e^  fa  heauti^Ja  jeuneffi  agr table 

he  fit  cherir  de  vom ;  mats  ilfut  redouiabU 

Avos  haineuxy  aupe fiens  pour  la  dexter  it  i. 

IV. 

Courttfansj  quijettex  vos  dedaigneufes  vues 
Sur  ce  Chien  delaijfe^  mart  defaimpar  les  rues^ 
Jttendez  ce  loyer  de  lafideliti. 

The  Dog  was  foon  afterwards  taken  to  the 
King,  who  changed  colour  when  he  read  thefe 
lines,  and  remained  confufed  for  fome  time. 
But  not  long  afterwards  he  was  more  abalhed, 
.when  in  an  Affembly  of  the  Deputies  of  the 
Proteftants  of  Languedoc  he  was  aiked  what 
was  become  of  D  •  Aubign^,  who  had  favcd  their 
Province ;  and  what  he  had  done  for  fo  adive 
and  fg  ufefiul  a  fervant  of  God.  He  replied, 
**  that  he  always  looked  upon  him  as  much 
"  attached  to  him,  and  that  he  would  take  care 
^*  of  him/' 

Before  D' Aubignc  returned  to  the  Court  of 
Henry,  he  fent  one  of  his  Pages  to  announce  to 
the  Sovereign  that  he  was  on  the  road..  The 
King  aiked  him  from  whence  he  came?  The 
Pagefaid,  "  Yes,  yes;"  and  to  every  queftion 
that  was.  put  to  him  returned,  "  Yes,  yes.'* 
On  the  King's  aiking  liim,  why  he  continued 

tQ 
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to  anfwer  his  queftions  in  that  manner,  he  re- 
plied, "  Sire,  I  faid  yes,  yes,  becaufe  Kings 
"  drive  away  all  perfons  from  their  prefcnce, 
"  who  will  not  make  ufe  of  thofe  words  t® 
<«  every  thing  which  their  Sovereigns  require  of 
**  them-" 

Henry  had  quarrelled  with  D'Aubigne  on 
fome  occafion  or  other,  and  being  afterwards 
reconciled  to  him,  embraced  him  very  heartily. 
D'Aubigne  told  him,  "  Sire,  when  I  look  in 
your  face,  I  fee  that  1  may  take  my  old  free* 
doms  and  liberties  with  you.  Open  now 
three  of  your  waiftcoat  buttons,  and  be  fo 
**  kind  as  to  tell  me  how  I  have  difpleafed  you*'* 
Henry  growing  pale  at  thefe  words  (as  was  his 
cuftom  when  any  thing  affefted  him)  anfwered, 
"  You  were  too  much  attached  to  the  Due  de 
*'  le  Tremouille,  to  whom  you  know  I  had  an 
«  averfion."— "  Sire,"  replied  D'Aubigne,  "  I 
"  have  had  the  honour  of  being  brought  up  at 
"  the  feet  of  your  Majefty,  and  I  have  learned 
**  from  you  never  to  abandon  thofe  perfons  who 
'«  were  affliifted  and  oppreffed  by  a  power  fu- 
**  perior  to  their  own.  You  will  then  furely 
•*  approve  in  me  that  leffon  of  virtue  which 
"  I  learned  under  yourfelf."  This  anfwer  wa3 
fuccecded  by  another  hearty  embrace  from 
Henry. 

One 


One  night  as  D*Aubign6  tvBis  tymg  4« 
Henfy^s  chamber  with  fome  of  the  Gentfemctt 
t)f  his  ftrite,  he  fiud  to  La  Force,  who  wife  alleep 
by  his  fide,  "  Our  Mafter  is  furely  Ohc  of  the 
•*  moft  ungrateful  men  upon  earth  !*•  La  Force, 
between  fleeping  and  waking,  aiked  liim  what 
he  was  faying.  "  Why,*'  exclaimed  the  King, 
whom  D'Aubignc  thought  to  be  afleep^  *•  are 
*'  you  deaf?  do  you  not  hear  what  he  fiiys'^ 
^*  that  I  am  the  moft  ungrateful  of  manfcirtd  ?•' " 
«  —Sleep  on.  Sire,"  replied  D' Aubignc  j  "  S 
"  have  a  good  deal  more  to  fay  yet." — ^^  Thi{ 
•*  next  day,"  adds  D'Aubignc,  "  the  King  did 
•'  not  look  unkindly  at  me,  but  he  fkill  gave  me 
**  nothing." 


After  Henry's  death,  D'Aubign^,  retaining  in 
his  hands  two  towns  near  Rochelle,  was  toldy 
that  if  he  would  give  them  up  to  the  Queen, 
he  ftiould  have  of  her  Majefly  what  he  pleafed. 
He  replied,  "  I  (hall  receive  of  the  Queen  all 
"  I  defire,  for  I  only  wifla  her  to  look  upon 
"  me  as  a  good  Chriftian  and  a  good  French- 
*«  man." 

He  wrote  a  Univerfal  Hiflory,  fome  Trage- 
dies, and  other  Works,  of  which  he  fays,  **  that 
*'•*  in  his  retirement  at  St.  Jean  d'AngcK,  he 
**  printed  them  at  his  own  expence^  and  thatt 
i  ''  they 
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•*  they  had  fcarcely  appeared  in  the  world,  when 
**  they  were  burnt  at  Paris  by  the  hands  of  the 
**  Hangman." 

D'Aubign6  likewife  wrote,  "  Les  Avemures 
"  du  Baron  de  Fanefte^^  in  ridicule  of  the  Ca- 
tholics and  the  Leaguers.  He  mentions  thefc 
lines,  which  w^ere  made  upon  fome  Reformers  of 
the  Abufes  in  Church  and  State : 

Enfin  chacun  deUjie 
Les  guerresy  et  protefle 

Ne  vculoir  que  le  bten. 
Chacun  au  bien  afpire^ 
Chacun  ce  bien  dejirej 

Et  le  deftrejien. 

Each  party  civil  war  detefts. 
And  each  with  folemn  vows  protcfts 

He  nothing  means  but  good. 
Each  fays  it  is  his  only  aim, 
Each  to  this  good  puts  in  his  claim. 

His  own  ftillunderftood. 
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.  The  day  before  the  battle  of  Ivry,  the  Ger- 
man troops  which  Schomberg  commanded 
mutinied  and  refufed  to  fight,  if  they  were  not 
paid  the  money  which  was  due  to  them.  Schom- 
berg 
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berg  went  to  Henry  the  Fourth  with  this  mc^ 
fage,  who  anfwered  him  angrily,  "  How,  Colo- 
"  ncl  Thifche  (a  nickrname  given  to  him),  k 
^*  it  the  behaviour  of  a  man  of  honour  to  de- 
mand mohey,  when  he  fhoiild  take  his  orders 
for  fighting?'' 


cc 


The  next  morrling,  Henry,  rdcoUefting  what 
he  had  faid  to  Schomberg,  went  into  his  tent 
before  the  engagement  began,  and  faid  to  him, 
Colonel,  this  is  perhaps  the  only  opportunity 
I  may  have — I  may  be  killed  in  the  engage- 
ment— it  is  not  right  that  I  fhould  carry  away 
**  with  me  the  honour  of  a  brave  Gentleman 
*^  like  you.  I  declare  then,  that  I  recognize 
you  as  a  man  of  worth,  and  incapable  of 
doing  any  thing  cowardly." 


4( 
it 
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Schomberg,  ftruck  with  admiration  and  grati- 
tude at  this  noble  behaviour  of  Henry,  replied 
to  him,  "  Ah !  Sire,  in  reftoring  to  me  that 
•*  honour  which  you  took  away  fi-om  me,  you 
**  take  away  my  life:  fori  Ihould  be  unworthy 
*^  of  it,  if  I  did  not  devote  it  to  your  fervice* 
"  If  I  had  a  thoufand  lives,  I  would  lay  thett 
"  aU  at  your  feet.'* 
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As  this  Knight  of  Malta^  who  was  Amoafik- 
6br  fix>m  France  to  thg  Pope;  was  one  day  walk* 
ing  with  the  Venetian  Ambaflador  in  the  Square 
before  the  beaulifUl  Ghtirch  bf  the  Geffi  at 
Rom^  (where  it  feeni^  ther^  is  always  air,  even 
in  thehbtteft  dajf  of  fumtner)^  hfe  faid  to  him^ 
*•  What  an  odd  thing  it  is  thit  there  ftiould  be 
.**  always  fomething  of  a  breeze  here  I  Can 
yoiir  Excellency  accoiiiit  for  it  ?" — **  Perfeftly 
Welli"  replied  the  Venetian^  **  upon  a  tradi- 
tion that  has  been  loiig  current  in  this  city. 
I^he  Devil  s^nd  the  Wind'  were  one  day  walk- 
ing together  in  the  ftreets  of  Rome>  when, 
fcoining  td  the  Jefuits  College  in  this  place^ 
the  Devil  faid  to  the  Wind,  Pray  be  Co  good 
as  to  ftay  here  a  minute  or  two,  I  have  a 
wofd  to  fay  to  thcfe  good  Fathers  within. 
The  Devil,  as  the  ftofy  goes^  never  returned 
^^  to  his  companion^  who  has  been  ever  fince 
^  waiting  for  him  at  the  door.*' 

Membires  be  l'Abbe  d'Arnatjld; 

After  the  affaffihation  of  Henry  the  Fourth^ 

» 

Mary  de  Mcdicis  biirft  into  the  room  where 

Sillery    was    fitting,    and    exclaimed,    **The 

*•  King,  Sir,  is  dead !''— "  I  beg  your  Majefty's 

vox^  ivi  t  "  pardon," 
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**  pardon,"  replied  Sillery,  who  was  then  Ch^lil-' 
cellor,  "  the  King  of  France  never  dies.'* 

.  He  was  banilhed  to  his  feat  at  Sillery,  and 
llipported  the  lofs  of  his  power  and  confequence 
with  great  impatience^  His  Phyficians,  <>n  his 
death-bed,  refufing  to  acquaint  him  with  the 
danger  of  his  (ituation,  an  old  and  faithful  (er*' 
vant  took  the  painful  tafk  upon  himfelf,  and 
(aid  to  him,  "  Sir,  your  trial,  is  over :  you  muft 
**  prepare  yourfelf  for  death.  You  have  not 
"  above  feven  or  eight  hours  to  live/* — ^**  Is  it  fo^ 
my  friend?"  replied  M.de  Sillery;  "let  me 
employ,  then^  the  fhort  time  that  I  have  to 
*•  live  in  a  proper  manner.  Send  for  my  Con- 
"  feflbr." 

» 

**  M.  dc  SiUcry's  virtues;  and  faults  were  {& 
"  well  counterbalanced,"  fays  Sully,  "  that  it 
^^  was  no  difficult  matter  for  me  to  employ  the 
^  firfl:  ufcfuUy,  and  to  guard  myfelf  againft  the 
"  d^i^rs  of  the  latter." 


CRILLON. 

Henry  t^c  Fourth,  on  feeing  Crillon  come 
one  day  into  the  Prawixig-room  of  the  Palace 
of  Fontainbleau,  exclaimed^  "  Here  comes  the 

"  bravefl 


^  btaVfeft  tnan  in  my  dominions!"-^** Sire,'* 
ireplied  Crillon,  *^  your  Majefty  tells  an  untruth  J 
*'  he  is 


Criltexi  bting  dfefii^d  by  his  Sovcreigri  Heni^ 
the  Third  to  affift  in  the  affaffiiiation  of  thd 
Duke  of  Guife,  refufed  in  as  gentle  a  manner 
4s  he  could  ;  iadding,  '*  I  will  attick  hini,  Sire^ 
**  fairiy  infingk  combat,  with  all  my  heart} 
**  I  will  run  in  upon  him ;  h*  will,  of  courier  ♦ 
**  kill  me,  and  I  fliall  kill  hinii  A  man  that  is 
^  carelefs  of  his  own  life  has,  you  knoW)  that  of 
**  his  enemy  always  in  his  power/* 

Criiion  was  hot  prclent  at  ike  battle  of 
Arques,  where  his  beloved  Sovereign  Henry  the 
Fourth  gained  a  complete  vidory ^  and  ^erward 
^otd  to  hifh  this  laconic  epijftic : "  Haiig  yourfetf 
"  imniediately,  brave  Crillon !  We  hiave  had 
^  an  engagement  at  Arques,  and  you  were  not 
**  thetei  ,^  Adieu  !  Je  vms  dime  i  tm  ei  i 
^*  traversx^ 

The  fecohd  Duke  of  Gui(e,  when  he  was 
Very  youngj  endeavoured  to  alarm  the  courage 
of  Crillon  by  pri^tending  that  the  town  in  which 
Ke  was^aileep  was  befieged  by  the  eneniy.  CriU 
k)n,  awaked  from  his  flecp  by  the  noife^  fufli- 
cd  out  with  his  ufual  intrepidityi  and  finding  it 

h  %  to 


\obtiL  tiick,  {aid  to  the  Duke>  '*  Young  mi^i^ 

5^  I  would  advife  you  never  ag^n  to  think  of 
founding  the  courage  of  a  nun  of  honour* 
By  death  itfelf,  if  you  had  found  niie  fail,  I 

^  (hould   have  ftrUck  iDy  da^er  into  your 

?*  heart/' 

Gourtefy,  no  lefs  than  courage,  w^  always 
the  appanage  of  the  family  of  drillon.  That 
fn  thefe  refpefts  the  laft  of  that  illuftrious^ 
Houfe  did  not  degenerate,  tht  conqueft  of  Mi^ 
liorca^  an^  the  following  letter  fent  by  hini  to^ 
LoRj>'  HEAtHPiELir,  the  prefefver  of  Gibral-^ 
far,  oiS  his  bemg.  made  a  Peer,  ^e  convincing^ 
proofs  i        f 

**.  Pemiettez-moi,  ^txm  sumable  et  rrfpedtable' 
^*  enemi,  de  ne  fongcr  qu^au  titre  .d*Ami  qutf 
**  vous  ayez  bieii  voulu  m'accoipder,  pour  re-* 
"  jqnir  avcc  yqus  de  la  grace  que  le  Roi  v<Ax^ 
•f  makre  vient  de^  vous  accorder. 

^  Ceft  par  Monfieur  f  oWler  WalkerV 
*.un  vos  Con5)atriotes  et   Admirateurs,  que 

jc  Tai  appris.  La  quality  de  Myjond  h'ajoute' 
*^  rien  a»  toutes  celles  qui  vous  rendent  cher  1^ 
^.  mes  yeux4  mais  en  me  prouvant  la  jofticj^  que 
*^  vqtre  nation  a  ffue  rendre  a  vos  Jfervioes,  et: 

'  •  «  a;::votta 
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**  i,  votre  perfonne,  elle  me  devient  perfonelle 
**  en  me  rappellaijt  les  temoignages  particuliere$ 
*^  de  bontc  et  d^eftime  que  j'^  recu  J^  vos 
'*  cotes,  et  I  ceux  de  yos  braves  foldats.  C§ 
*^  moment  ne  s'effiicera  jamaU  de  m^  memoire, 
^'  heureux  fi  en  trouvant  d'autr^s  occafions  de 
^*  meriter  d'avaptage  les  fuftrages  de  votre  gene- 
^*  reufe  nation,  en  fervant  nos  depx  Maitres 
^*  conjme  Allies,  je  poyvois  avqint  mourir  vou^ 
^^  embrafler  et  vous  repeter  dp  viye  vpix  Taf- 
^*  furance  des  fentimeris  d'eftime  de  votre  na- 
'*  tion,  0t  d'amite  que  vpus  m*avez  infpire,  e^ 
^*  avec  lefquels  j*ai  honne^^  d'etre  de  yptrc 
^  Excellenee, 

*^  Monfieur, 
^^  Tres  humble  et  tres  obeiflant  Servitcur, 

^  R.  R.  Due  DE  Crillon^ 
^*  Due  de  Mahon, 

^*  A  Plombiereis, 
**  le9Juillct,  iy88. 
<^  A  fon  Excellence  Mtlqi^d  HeathfielPi 
*'  Capitaine  General  d^s  Armies 
<'  de  fa  Majefte  Britannique.'* 


SEIGNEUR  Dt  BEAtJMANOIR, 

«  This  Fret^c^  N^^blemanj^  a  partiz^n  of  the 
pount  du  BJ^ois,  went  one  d#y  to  confer  with 

L  3  Richard 
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Richard  Bembron,  the  Englifh  Commandant  (^ 

Ploermeli  ^  finall  fortrefs  in  Bretagne,  for  the 

Countef3  qF  that  Provincej  on  th^  means -of  pre- 

yentii^  the  mutual  Qutrages  their  refpeftive 

foldiers  committed  upon  the  peafants,.  .  Soon, 

however,  the  rivality  between  the  t wo^  nations 

burft  forth,  and  interrupted  the  conference  j 

each  Con^m^der  fpoke  with  contempt  of  the 

prowefs  pf  his  rivaVs  countrymen,  and  with 

veneration  of  the   valour  of  his  ov?^^    They 

grew  warm,  and  a  challenge  tool^  place.     It 

was  agreed,  that  the  two  Commanders  ftioukl 

naeet  at  a  given  fpot  with  thirty  on  each  fide, 

and  decide  the  difpute,    Beaumanoir  and  Bem- 

t>ron  appeared  at  (he  d?^   appointed  arme4 

cap'^piedj  and  at  the  head  of  their  refpedtive 

foldiers.     The  ^nthufiafm  tkat ,  inflamed  thefe 

modern   Horatii  and  Curiatii   qiay  eafily  be 

imagined.     They  charged  moft  furioufly  man 

againfl:  mqtp,  but  foon  the  fortune  of  war  began 

to  fhew  itfelf.    Of  the  Englifti,  only  twenty-five 

in  ^  (hort  time  remained.      Soon   afterwards 

live  are  taken  prifoners,  killed,  or  incapable  of 

fighting  on  account  of  their  wounds.     Beaui 

manoir  changes  the  plan  of  battle.     Bembron. 

does  the  fame.    They,  fftrni  themftlv^  into  a 

little  fquadron.     The  Commander  of  the  Eng- 

lifli  is  thrown  d6wn,  tod  flain  upon  the  fpot. 

The  Comjpander  of  (he  French,  dangeroufly 

^otin^i 
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wounded,  and  ready  to  fink  with  heat  and  thirft^ 
defires  one  of  his  remaining  companions  to  give 
Jiim  fomething  to  drink.  He  exclaims,  "  B^u- 
^'  manoir,  drink  fome  of  your  own  blood,  and 
*'  your  thirft  will  go  off.  You  muft  perfift  to 
*'  the  vefy  laft  extremity."  Bcaumanoir,  ani- 
rnated  by  thefe  words,  perfifts,  and  remain$ 
mafter  of  the  fifld. 


/ 


PIERRE  DE  CAYET. 

This  author  of  the  celebrated  and  very  rare 
Memoirs  relative  to  Henry  the  Fourth  of 
France  which  bear  his  name,  was  at  firft  a 
Proteftant  Minifter  at  the  Court  of  the  King 
of  Navarre,  and  was  much  prefled  by  the  Count 
of  SoifTons  to  marry  him  to  one  of  the  Princefles 
of  the  Houfe  of  Navarre.  He  refufed ;  as  not 
thinking  it  honourable  to  be  concerned  in  giv- 
ing the  f^n&ion  of  religion  to  a  marri^e  which 
he:  knew  to  be  difagreeable  to  the  Royal 
Family  of  Navarre,  and  to  which  he  was  fure 
they  Woiild  never  ^ve  their  confent.  The 
Count  of  Soiffons  ftill  infifted — Gayet  refifted 
iprith  great  intrepidity.  On  the  Count'^  threaten- 
ing to  ftab  him  if  he  perfidy  in  his  refufal,  he 
veiy  fpiritedly  replied,  *^  W«ll,  then,your  High- 

J.  4  !*  nefe 
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I*  nefs  may  kill  me,  if  you  jdeafe  j  I  prefer 
f  *  dying  by  the  hand  of  a  great  Prince  to  dying 
f\  by  that  of  the  hangman.^' 


^ipp 


ABBi  RUCELLA|. 

5 

The  efFeft  of  motive  upon  the  human  fram? 
V^as  perhaps  never  better  illuftrated  than  iq 
the  following  account   of  ^bb^  Ru^jellai,  in 
that  entertaining  Book,  written  by  Dom*  Noel 
4' Argonne,  a  Carthufian  friar  of  Gallion  in  i^ovr 
mandy,  entitled.    Melanges  d*HiJioire  et  de  la 
Literature^  par  Figneuil  de  Merveille.-r-^^  This. 
^*  Abbe  was  the  great  nephew  of  ^he  celebrate^ 
V  Monfignor  de  la  Cafa,  fo  well  known  by  the 
"  excellence  of  his  Italian  writings :  he.  cam^ 
f'  from  Rqme  to  Paris  with  Mary  de  Medicis^ 
^*  wife  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  where  he  lived  in 
?*  great  fplendor  and  profufion.     He  ufed  to 
have  f?rved  up  at  his  table,  during  the  def: 
fert,  bafpns  enamelled  in  gold  full  of  effcnces,^ 
perfuniieSi^  pf  gloyes,  fj^ns,  and  even  piftole^ 
for  his  company  to  play  with.     By  tbefe  cir- 
**  cumftances  one  may  readily  judge  what  {brt 
.**  of  a  perfon  M.  Ru<f  ^Uai  was.     His  delicacy 
J*  in  every .  tiling  was  exeeffive :  he  drank  ^o»- 
"  tljing  ^ut  water,  but  it  was  a  water  that 

-    ^*  was 


«c 
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f^  was   brought   from   a   great  diftance,  and 

f *  which  was  to  be  drawn  drop  by  drop  (if  one 

^*  may  fo  exprefs  it).     The  lead  thing  in  the 

f *  world  diftrefled  him :  the  fun,  the  dew,  heat, 

f*  cold,  the  leaft  change  in  the  atmofphcre  feemr 

f^  ed  to  hate  an  efFeft  upon  his  conftitution. 

The    mere    apprehenfion    of  becoming   ill 

would  make  him  keep  his  room  and  put 

f^  himfelf  tQ\  bed.     It  Js  to  hini  that  our  phy? 

^^  licians  are  obliged  for  the  invention  of  that 

^*  difeafg  without    a  difeafe,  called  Vapours, 

^*  which  makes  the  eniployment  of  thofe  per- 

fons  who  are  idl^^  and  the  fortunes  of  thofe 

who  attend  t^fm.     T^e  poor  Abb^  groaned 

greatly  under  the  weight    of  thcfc  trifles, 

**  daring  to  undertake  nothing  where  there  was 

f^  thd  leaft  trpubl^  or  fatigue.  At  laft»  however, 

"  goaded  hy  ambition,  or  rather  perhaps  from 

*^  a  defire  to  revenge  himfelf  upon  fome  perfon 

"  who  he  thought  had  not  ufed  him  well,  he 

^*  undertook  to  ferve  his  old  miftrefs,  Mary 

**  de  Medicis,  in  fqn^e  ft^te  intrigues  which 

^*  were  very  complicated,  aQd  which  required 

f^  great  aiaiyity.     i\t  firft,  the  fight  of  that 

**  trouble  which  Had  always  appeared  to  him 

^*  to  be  fo  dreadful  ^  thing,  was  very  near 

5*  ms^inghim  abandbn  his  undertaking;  but 

^*  getting  the  better  of  his  fears,  he  became 

^*  fo  h^rdy  and  fp  adUve,  that  his^  friends,  who 
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«*  faw  him  work  har4  all  the  day  and  take  no 
♦*  reft  at  night,  who  faw  him  riding  poft  upon 
♦«  the  moft  execrable  hprfes,  and  nQt  caring 
^  what  he  ate  or  drank^  but  contented  always 
^  with  what  he  found,  ufed  in  joke  to  afk  hin* 
♦'  news  of  the  Abbe  Rujellai,  pfetendji^g  not  to 
*^  know  what  was  become  of  himj^  or  what 
^^  perfon  had  changed  fituations  with  him,  or 
♦*  into  what  other  tpdy  the  Abba's  fo\il  )^^4 
f*  tranfmigrated/'* 


JUL       ■     IMW 


ST.  FRANCOIS  DE  SALES 

is  one  of  the  lateft  of  the  modern  Saints,  bu^i 
^s  a  lady  well  obferved  pf  him,  a  moft  ggntle^ 
man-like  Saint,  for  to  the  rigid  virtues  of  religion 
he  added  the  graces  of  urbanity  and  politenefs, 
FJe  preferred  his  own  miferable  Biftiopric  of 
Geneva  to  that  of  iparis,  which  Henry  thq 
Fourth  offered  him,  This  excellent  Prelatq 
was  a  model  of  humility,  charity,  and  piety. 
The  Abbe  MarfpUier  has  written  a  very  enterr 
taining  life  of  him,  in  two  volumes  i2mo. ;  and 
the  "  Efprit  de  St.  Francois  de  Sa/esy*  SvQ. 
contains  the .  fummary  of  his  maxims  and  doc- 
trine very  well  compiled^ 


To 
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To  fome  ecclefiaftic  of  his  diocefe  whp  was 
brought  before  him  as  a  perfon  of  vicious  and  ir-* 
regular  life,  and  who  had  fallei^  on  his  knees  be-* 
fore  him  to  beg  pardon  for  the  fcandal  he  had 
jgiven,  the  Prelate  repUed,  felling  alfq  on  his 
Jcnees  before  him,  ^*  I  have  in  my  turn.  Sir,  tOt 
^'  requeft  of  you,  that  you  will  have  fonie  com- 
^^  paflion  upon  mjrfelf,  and  upoQ.all  thofe  whq 
^*  are  ecclefiaftics  in  my  diocefe,  upOQ  the 
^*  Church  and  i^n  Religion,  whofe  reput^- 

^*  tion  and  honoijr  yoy  difgrace  by  your  fcan-r 

* 

^*  dalous  life,  which  gives  occafion  to .  the  en^r 
^*  mies  of  opr  holy  faith  to  blalpheme  it." 

This  fpeech,  fays  the  author  of  this  anecdote^ 
made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  the  culprit,  that 
)ie  took  up  a  new  way  of  life,  and  became  a 
jnodel  of  piety  ?ind  virtue* 

Henry  the  Fourth  ufed  to  call  St.  Francois 
de  Sales,  "  PEvefque  des  Evefques'^-^the  Bifhop 
^'  of  Biftiops.  He  has,"  faid  he,  ^^  birth, 
f^  learning,  virtue,  and  piety." 
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MARQIHS  SPINOLA. 

^*  Pray  of  what  did  your  brother  die  ?"  faid 
|Ijis  celebrated  General  one  day  tp  Sir  Horace 

Verc 
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Vere.  «  He  died.  Sir,"  wpUed  Vcre,  «  of 
f*  having  nothing  to  do."— «*  Alas,  Sir,'*  faid 
Spinola,  "  that  is  enough  to  Hill  any  General  of 
♦«  us  ail:* 

Montefquieq  fays,  ^^We  in  general  place 
^*  idlenefs  among  the  beatitudes  of  Heaven  j 
^  it  fliould  rather,  I  think^  b|e  put  among  th|? 
^  torments  of  Hell/' 


^^■^«p»f9~ 


JOSEPH  5CAUGER. 

This  great  fcholar  had  jnuch  of  the  info- 
knee  which  but  too  oftpn  f^ccpnjpanigs  great 
learning,  Ii^  his  writing$  he  is  yery  profpfe  of 
the  epithets  of  ^^  beaft,  blockhead,  ignorant  fel- 
^*  low,"  &c,  to  thofe  who  differed  from  him  ii^ 
opinion,  and  who  knew  not  fq  much  Qreek  a^ 
hinifelf,  IJis  pride  Ayas  much  n^or^ified^  wheiijj 
previous  to  his  going  to  fettle  in  Holland,  he 
toolj.  leave  of  his  Sovereign  Henry  the  Fourth 
of  France,  who  merely  faid  to  hirn,  "  So,  M, 
"  TEfcale,  the  Dutch  have  fent  for  you  !  They 
**  will,  I  fuppofe,  give  you  a  very  handfome 
"  penfion :  J  am  very  glad  pf  it/*  Then  carer 
lefsly  turning  to  him,  he  faid,  *^  Pr^y,  Sir^  is  i^ 
**  true^  that  you  have  fomptimes  been  three 
^*  weeks  without  blowipg  y<^v  Qof?  ?'^  • 

f  S(;aliger, 


Scaliger,  in  his  three  hundred  and  fiftj-^ 
fecond  £{uille^  lays^  ^  Even  the  beft  fi;;hoIais 
^  among  the  Engtifh  fp^^  Latin  with  fy 
**  wretched  a  plronundation,  that  I  remember 
^  htihg  in  company  wkh  an  Er^lifhman  of 
*'  ihsA  defcription,  who  talked  Latin  to  me  fof 
^^  d  complete  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  whom  I 
^  Uhderflodd  no  ntorie  than  if  he  had  talked 
^  Araibi'c  *.  I  made  toy  excufes  for  not  infwer- 
^^  11^  hiiil^  ^  I  did  nCft  very  weH  underfland 
**  l^nglilh.  On  this  nxf  friend,  who  iritroduced 
**  him  to  me,  burft  out  into  a  loud  fit  of 
<<  laugjbter;  (b  that  I  could  never  afterwards 
**  fee  him  without  confufion/*^ 

The  pfdnunciatidh  of  Latin  by  Engliftimeri, 
fetting  afide  all  reafons  deduced  fit>m  the  rnake. 
bf  the  letters,  the  founds  of  the  vowels,  and  the 
hiles  for  the  pronunciation  of  them  that  have 
been  laid  down  by  Quintilian  and  by  others,  is 
furely  defedtive^  as  it  differs  from  the  pronun* 
tiatiort  of  all  other  Nations,  and  renders  arf 
Engliftiman  out  of  his  own  country,  and  even 
in  Scotland,  when  be  fpeaks  Latin,  as  unintelli- 
gible  as  if  he  were  fpeaking  the  Hottentot  Ian* 
guage.  It  would  be  ftirely  worth  while  in  but 
fchools  to  teach  the  Italiari  pronunciation  of 

Latin, 
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Latin,  whicti  we  may  iieccflarily  fuppoic  id  hs 
the  moft  petfeft^  and  which  was  adbptcd  by 
Milton  himfelfj  when  he  tailght  fchool  m 
Londdn* 
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LOUIS  7'HE  fHtRfEiEmiJ, 

KING    OF   FRAKCE,  CALLJ^D  .TH&  JUST< 

[1610—^1643.] 

I 

The  dilSftrous  fate  of  Henry  the  Fourth  prd- 
VQAted  this  Prince  from  completing  that  ediica- 
tion  which  the  excellent  Prince  his  father  would 
have  given  him;  Of  the  defeft  of  this  he  wai 
fo  fehfible,  that  hearing  fome  Jroung  perfons  of 
his  own  agd  engaged  in  a  ferious  converfatiori, 
he  ran  into  his  clofeft,  Where  M.  fiordas  (who 
was  then  his  favourite)  found  hiili  iil  te^rs  j  and 
on  alking  the  Prince  the  reafon  of  them,  he  fold 
him,  "  I  lament  my  fitua,tioh  extremely.  The 
**  children  of  private  gentlemen  are  more  happy 
*'  than  thofe  of  Sovereigns.-  They  are  in- 
•*  ftru6ted  -  in  the  knowledge  of  the  world  and 
**  in  bufinefs.  As  for  Princes,  their  ignorance 
**  is  defirable  to  thofe  about  them,  as  they  may 
^*  then  more  eafily  render  theriifelves  maftera 
"  of  and  deceive  them.     HtenCe  arife  the  mif- 

^  fortunes 
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*^  fortunes  of  States^  and  the  fmall  degree  of 
"  reputation  which  Sovereigns  poflefs  in  the 
«*  world" 

On  the  death  of  the  Marefchd  d'Ancre^  he 
feid,  "  God  be  thanked  for.  his  death !  Send  me 
**  hither  the  old  fervants  of  my  father^  and  the 
**  old  Members  of  my  Council  of  State:  I  will 
^  in  future  be  dire<9ted  by  their  advice/* 

This  Prince  had  occafionally  fits  of  ftrength 
of  mind,  but  they  were  not  lafting.  When  the 
Deputies  from  the  Huguenots  of  France  re- 
quefted  him  to  confirm  the  decrees  in  their  fa- 
vour, which  were?  rather  extorted  fword  in  hand 
than  granted  freely,  and  quoted  to  him  the 
examples  of  Henry  the  Thiid  and  Henry  the 
Fourth,  who  fevoured  them;  Louis  replied, 
*«  Henry  the  Third  was  afraid  of  you,  and  my 
"  fethcr  loved  you:   now  I  neither  fear  nor 

"  Jbve  you*/* 

< 

♦  When  after  the  fiege  of  Rochelle,  the  Deputies  tr<m 
the  Huguenots  in  that  city  came  to  deliver  the  keys  of  ft 
to  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  they  told  hirn^  that  they  came  to  ^ 
throw  themfclves  at  his  feet.  M.  dc  Marillac,  who  wai  ' 
prefent,  faid,  "You  are  not  come,  Gentlemen,  to  throw 
**  yourfclvcs  at  the  KJng's  fett^  but  you  have  fallen  at 
**  them  in  defpSte  of  yourfelves/*  , 

Wien 
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Wheti  Madame  de  Boutevill6,  and  fome  mof^ 
Ladies  of  diftinftion,  entreated  him  to  fave  thd 
life  of  M.  de  Bouteville,  who  was  cohdemned  to 
be  beheaded  for  fighting  a  ducl^  he  replied,  **  I 
**  feel  his  lofs  as  fenfibly  as  aiiy  of  you,  but 
^^  my  confcience  forbids  me  to  grant  him  i 
*•  pardon*'* 

When  Lord  Leiceftet  wdtcd  upoh  this  Priiic^ 
to  know  whether  he  intended  to  affift  the  Par- 
iiameiit  6(  England  ^ainft  Charles  the  Firft,  he 
jreplied,  **  Le  Rot  fhtm  frere  peutStre  ajfunf,  qui 
**  je  tCaime  point  les  rehelles  ei  les  fedilieuXy  ei  qUi 
**  je  He  let  qffifteta  jafnais  contre  leur  Prince''^ 
"  The  King  my  brother  may  reft  affured,-  that 
"  1  am  iio  friend  to  rebels  and  feditious  people  i 
*^  and  that  I  will  never  affift  them  againft  theiif 
"  Sovereign**"  tiad  the  Cabinet  of  the  un-^ 
fortunate  Louis  XVL  been  of  this  opinion  5  had' 
they  not  affifted.the  Britilh  Colonies  in  Ame-' 
tica  againft  their  Mother-country  j  had  they 
not  fuflfered  the  fubjefts  of  their  own  dcfpotic 

*  Yet  ibch  is  the  good  feitbof  polkitkos^  that  Louk^  ^ 
father  his  Minified)  Cardiniil  Richelitu^'  dtd  mtesfere  ia  th^ 
difputes  between  Chades  the  Firft  and  his  Parliament.  Tke' 
French  Agents  were  very  bufy.ih  $c«tknd>  and.a  letter  of 
Richelieu's  wa&deteded,  in  which  hie  faid;  ^^  Befeite  a  year 
'«  is  elapfed,  the  King  of  England  flxidU  fame  that  I  ani 
•*  BOt  a  perfbn  to  be  deipifed," 

natioa 
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liation  to  take  thofe  leffons  of  liberty  at  a 
diftance  which  they  afterwards  came  and  re- 
peated with  fuch  enei^  at  home;  France  mighty 
perhaps^  have  efcaped  her  paft  and  her  prefent 
horrors^ 

The  French  have  generally  afleded  to  diftin* 
guifh  their  Sovereigns  by  fpecific  names ;  and  it 
has  commonly  happened,  that  they  have  treated 
thofe  worfe  than  the  reft,  whom  they  had  diftin- 
guifiied  by  the  mod  honourable  appellation  ** 
Louis  XIII.  was  called  "  the  Jufti"  and  as  he 
had  not  any  particular  virtues,  or  any  talents^ 
except  that  of  being  a  good  fliot^  fome  one 
faid,  **  lUteitjufte  a  iirer  dt  l^ arquebufe^^ 

Louis  feems  to  have  chofen  his  Minifters  for 
Very  different  rcafons :  the  one,  le  Due  de  Luynes, 
for  bci^igan  excellent  bird-catcher;  Des  Noyers^ 
for  finging  hymns  with  him ;  and  Richelieu* 
whofe  talents .  he  revered^  and  whofe  charafter 

•  Louis  XII.  was  called  by  his  fubjefts  "  Le  Jufte,"  andT 
*"  the  Father  of  his  People.'*  Him  they  treated  with  ridi-. 
cule^  and  took  off  to  his  face  upon  the  llage  \  and  in  our 
timcf  they  have  lMt>ught  to  the  fcaffoM  a  JPrincc  dignified 
with  the  title  of  **  Le  Jufte  ;*'  a  title  which  he  eminently 
deferved^  as  the  whole  aim  of  his  life  was  to  comply  with 
the  wiihes  of  his  people,  and  to  let  the  general  will  of  the 
Nation  prersdl  orer  the  /indivkiual  will  of  the  Sove^^ 
ttign* 

VOL-  iv»  M  he 
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lie  detefted,  becaufe  he  could  not  govern  hrt 
kingdom  .without  him.  Louis  was  extremely- 
devout,  and  compofed  a  private  office  of  devotion 
with  this  title :  "  Parva  Ckrijliana  Pietatis  OJi- 
"  cia  per  Chrijiiamtm  Regem  Ludovicum  XIIL 
^^  ordinatay  Dubois,  one  of  his  Valets-de- 
Chanvbre,  publiftied  a  very  cuirious  account  of 
the  laft*  illnefs  of  this  Prince,  in  which  he  ajH 
pears  to  have  been  "an  extremely  patient  and  re* 
figned  fuflferer.  His  reflexions  on  feeing  *  tbe^ 
towers  of  Str  Denis  (the  place  of  fepukore  i  of 
the  Kings  of  France)  from  the  windows  of  the 
palace  of  St»  Germain,  difplay  a  magnanimiity 
and  a  reiignation  to  the  laft  hard  law  of  fate» 
which  thofe  in  eminent  iituations  do  not  often 
difcover. 

**  Not  many  hours  before  my  Sovereigii 
"  died,*^  fays  Dubois,  **  waking  fuddenly  from 
*^  a  long  and  deep  fleep,  he  called  the  iPrince 
"  of  Conde  to  his  bed -fide.  I  have  been  dream- 
"  ing,  my.coufin,  faid  he,  that  your  fon  tha 
"  Duke  d'Enguien  had  come  to  an  engagement 
"  with  the  enemy.r  that  the  battle  was  very 
long  and  obftinate;  that  the  viftory  hun^ 
in  fulpcncc  for  fome '  tike  J  but  that  after 
great  efforts  on  both^  fides  we  got  the  better^ 
"  and  remained  mailers  of  the  fididf  This,'* 
adds  Dubois,  **  was  prophetic  of  the  t>attle 
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•*'6f  Rocroy,  which  was  galfted  by  the  t)\i6 
**  d*Enguien,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  lining 
•^mentioned  iiis  dream 't<j  the  Prince  of 
«  Condi." 

*  » 

X*ouis»  like  his  fon,  and  all  other  Soivereignfi 
who, :  durii^  their  lives,  have  wafted  the  treafure, 
Ih^d  the  blood,  and  deftroyed  the  happinefs  of 
•  their  Jubjeds  by  unneceffary  wars,  felt  upon  his 
death-rbed  great  jemorfe  for  thofe  in  which  he 
had  been  engaged. .   "  He  faid  one  day^  ill  a 
"  iloild  tone  of  voice,''  fays  Dubois,  "  Que^ 
*'^  Ciitoit  ia^volonie^  de  Dieu  qu'il  revint  au  mondcy  il 
"  Jmpiut  Imfaire  la  grace  de  dontter  la  paix  a  toutg: 
^"^^  TEuropei :  That  if  it  was  the  will  of  God  that 
*^  he  (hould  be  reftored  -to  life,  he  hoped  that , 
**  it  would  pleafe  him  to  permit  him  to  give 
**  jpeftW  to  all  Europe." 


Memaire  fidek  des  Chofes  qui  font  pajfees  a  la 
**  Mort  de  Lotris  XIII.  Roi  du  France^ 
far  Dubois,  run  des  Valets  de  Chambre 
**  deJaMdjefiiy  le  14  Mat  1643*" 


t  • . 


•*«'■ 


*  ♦ 


:•  J .  • 


MARY  DE  MEDICIS, 
Mother  or  irotris  iLixu 


WhE*  this  Priilc^fs  made  her  efcape  ftdnl 
tok  Caftie  of  Blois  to  join  the  Duke  of  Epernon 

U  %  at 
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at  At^oyleTme^  (he  let  herfelf  down  from  f he 
window  of  the  cafUe  .by  the  iheet5  of  her  bed« 
$he  iiUiended  to  hiiye  taken  with  h^r  a  valuable 
ca&et  filled  with  jewels,  hut  on  reaching  the 
ground,  (he  difcov^red  that  in  the  saltation. of 
her  mind  &e  had  forgotten  them.  It  was  now 
too  late  to  think  of  recovering  them,  and  (he 
proceeded  on  her  journey  on  horfeback..  - 

*  Among  the  archives  of  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  is  a  fingiilar  petition  of  this  Queen: 


Supplie  Marie  Reine  de  France  \S  de  IJa* 
varrcy  difant  que  depuis  /^  23  de  Fevrier  au* 
roit  Hi  Prifonniere  au  Chateau  de,  Cimpeigne^ 
'  fans  etre  ni  accufee  ni  Joup0miey 


This  Princefs  fhould  have  been  treated  wWi 
more  refpeft  by  the  people  of  Paris  than  (he 
jnet  with,  ^he  contributed  n^uch  to  emb.elli(h 
that  city  by  archite6ture  a|id.  by  painting.  Th^ 
Palace  of  the  Luxembourg,  and  its*  celebrated 
Gallery  painted  by  Rubens,  owe  theur  exiftence 
to  her.  -  •        ^ 

Mary  was  extremely  fond  of  devices.  On  the 
birth  of  her  fen  (he  took  that  of  Juno  leaning 
on  a  peacock^  thus  infcribed :. 

*  yirofariupii  b(ai9^ 

When 
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When  (hfe  was  examined  before  one  of  the 
Prefideirtsof  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  refpefting 
^me  intrigues  (he  had  entered  into  agatidl  the 
Cardinal  de  Richelieu,  ihe  iaid  of  him,  ^^  that 
^  fhe  believed  he  was  the  greateft  diflembler 
^  that  ever  exifted ;  that  he  could  feem  what* 
"  ever  he  pleafcd ;  that  in  one  half  hour  be 
"**  could  look  as  if  he  were  dying,  and  that  hi 
"  the  next  he  could  affume  the  appearance  cf 
*  full  health  and  of  chearfulnefs/' 

The  Cardinal,  who  had  been  the  fervant  of 
this  Queen,  drove  her  out  of  the  kingdom  of 
France,  and  (he  died  at  Cologne.  Chigi,  the 
Pope's  Legate  in  that  city,  a(5fted  her  in  her 
laft  moments.  With  great  difficulty  he  pre-^ 
vailed  upon  her  to  fay  that  (lie  forgave  Riche* 
lieu  y  but  when  he  prefTed  her  to  fend  the  Car- 
dinal a  bracelet,  or  a  ring,  as  a  token  of  her  per- 
fect reconciliation  with  him,  (he  exclaimed, 
^  Quefto  e  pur  troppo.-^T\i\s  is  indeed  toa 
**  much  !'*  and  died  foon  afterward. 


In  the  n^onth  of  Auguft  1641,''  fays  Lilly^ 
I  beheld  the  old  QuQen-Mother  of  France, 
Mary  of  Medicis,'  departing  from  London, 
in  company  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Arundel.     A 
^  fad  fpeftacle  of  mortality  it  was,  and  pro- 

M  '3     .  !*  duced 
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f^  ^  duced  tears  £rom  mine  eyes,  and  many  dther 
*^:  befablders^'  to.  fee  an  aged^  lean,  decrepidi^  poor 
**  Queen,  teady.  for  ier  grave,  ncceffitated.  to 
^*  depart  heA&,  having  no  place  of  reiidotace 
f^  left  hcF,  but  whcfe  the  court  dy  of  her  Jiaxd 
^'  fortune  afiignod  it^  Sl^  had  been  the  only 
**  ftately  aid.  magmficcnt  woman  of  Etirope, 
^^  wife  to.thp  greateft  King  that  everlLycd.in 
f^  Fiance,  rnother  unto  one  EMg  Md  unto  twq 
**  Queens." 


ANNE  OF  AUSTRIA, 

<^EEN  TO  LOUIS  Xin,   KING  OF  FRANCB, ... 

This  Pnncefs  was  continually  haraflfed  of 

*thc  imperious  Cardinal  de  Richelieu.     He  oc-. 

C^fiorialiy  caufed  her  tq  be  examined  by  fbme 

of  the  Prefidents  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris, 

:"'"»'  .  .  -  •      ■ 

'refpejfling  the  plots  that  were  tarrying  on  in 
Spain  '^gaipft'  his  Adminiftration,  Qn  one  q£ 
thefe  trying  occaQons,  flie  faid  to  him,  "  M,  /? 
'*  Cardinal^  Dieu  ne  paye  pas  toutes  les  femaines^ 
"*'  mats  enfin  il  paye-— My  Lord  Cardinal^  God 

"  does  not  fettle  his  accbunts  with  mankind 

•       I    ■       ■  ■  f      ■ 

^  every  week,  but  at  laft  he  fettles"  them  \frith 

'  ■  ■  VI  '  •     *   -    '.       **'.'.-  .^    -  •  r>  - 


.'  .M> 
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This  Princefs,  in  fpite  of  the  cruel  treatment 
(he  had  received  from  Cardinal  Riclitelicu,  was 
ftill  fo  confcious  of  his  great  talents  for.  govern- 
ing, that  on  feeing  a  pidure  of  him,  foon  after 
ftie  became  Regent  of  France,  flie  exclaimed, 
^*  If  Richelieu  had  lived  to  this  time,  he  would 
^  have  been  more  powerful  than  ever."  Ma- 
dame de  Baviere,  in  her  Letters,  fays,  "  Abbe 

«  was  detefted  in  an  intrigue :  Anne  of 

^*  Auftria  however  did  much  worfe ;  flie  was 
"  not  contented  with  intriguing  with  Cardinal 
**  Mazarin,  (he  married  him."  This  (he  could 
do,  as  the  Cardinal  bad  not  taken  prieft^s  or- 
ders. Mazarin^  however,  became  very  foon 
tired  of  the  Qaieen,  and'ufed  her  very  ill,  the 
ufual  confequence.  of  foph  a  mtoiage.  Yet 
when  Mazarin  founded  this  Queen  refpefting 
the  marriage  of  her  fon  I^ouis  the  Fourteenth 
with  one  of  his  nieces,  (he  nobly  replied,  "  If 
*^  the.  King  was  capable  of  degrading  himfelf  fo 
**  far,  I  would  put  myfelf  with  my  fecond  fon 
**  at  the  head  of  the  whole  French  Nation 
*'  againft  the  King  and  againfl:  you,**  ^ 

The  following  Impromptu  of  Voiture  to  this 
Queen,  who,  on  feeing  him  walking  alone,  aifced 
him  of  what  he  was  thinking,  gives  fome  fouii- 
4ation  to  the  report  of  her  taking  in  very  good 

-W  4  part 
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part  the  galla^try  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
to  her : 

* 

Je  penfoh  (car  nous  autres  Poeies^ 

Nous  penfons  e^travagement)^ 
Ce  quij  dans  Phummr  ou  vcus  (tes^ 

Vous  fieriex^fi  dans  ce  nwrnent 
Fous  avijiex  en  cetU  place 

Venir  le  Due  de  Buckingham  i 
£t  lequelferoit  en  difgracCy 

De  lui^  ou  du  P^re  ♦  FincenU 

At  the  Dutchefs  of  Norfolk*s  feat  at  Hdme, 
near  Hereford,  there  is  a  whole-length  portrait 
of  the  Princefs,  with  this  infeription,  ^*  Aunt 
♦*  Reine  d^  France ^  groffe  de  Jex  moh\  fait  far 
•*  Beaubrun  1638:"  and  indeed  the  Queen's 
pregnancy  is  pretty  vifible  in  the  pi(9:ure^ 


LA  MARECHAL  D'ANCRE. 

This  upftart  Minifter,  by  name  Concini,  an4 
fofter-brothcr  to  Mary  de  Medicis,  was  fd  in- 
folent,  that  he  ufed  to  call  the  Gentlemen 
who  were  in  his  train,  **  My  Htindred-a-^ 
year  Scoundrels/*  Concini  governed  France  fo 
^vretchedly  and  fo  defpotically,  that  Malherbq 
f:ud  after  hil  death,  **  N6w  it  has  pleafed  He^-s. 

/ 

♦  TN  Queen's  Confeflbr. 


' 
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**  wn  to  take  Concini  away  from  us,  we  have  no 

**  prayer  left  to  make/*  ] 

I 

Howell,  in  his  Letters,  relates  this  account 
of  the  death  of  the  MarChal  d*  Ancre  from  in 
eye-witnefs:  **.The  young  King  Louis  XIIL 
**  being  told  that  the  Marfhal  d*  Ancre  was 

the  ground  of  the  difcontent  amongft  the 

people  of  Paris,  commanded  M,  de  Vitry, 

Captain  of  the  Guards,  to  arreft  him,  and 
**  in  cafe  rf  refiftance  to  kill  him.  This  bu- 
**  fineis  was  carried  very  clofely  till  the  next ' 
«<  morning,  that  the  faid  Marquis  was  coming 
♦*  to  the  V  Louvre,  with  a  ruffling  train  of  gal* 
**  lants  after  him,  and  paffing  over  the  draw- 
**  bridge  at  the  Court -gate,  Vitry  ftood  there 
"  with  the  King's  guard  about  him,  and,  as 
"  the  Marquis  entered,' he  told  him  that  he 
•*  had  a  commiffion  from  the  King  to  ap- 
**  prehend  him,  and  therefore  he  demanded 
•*  his  fword.  The  Marquis  hereupon  put  his 
♦*  hand  upon  his  fword ;  fome  thought  to  yield 
•*  it  up,  oihers  to  make  oppofition.  In  the 
"  mean  time,  Vitry  difcharged  a  piftol  at  hitn, 
♦*  and  fo  difpatched  him.  The  King,  being  . 
**  above  in  his  gsdlery,  afked  what  noife  that  ' 
**  w^s  below.  One  fmilingly  anfwered,  No-< 
^  thing.  Sir,  but  that  the  Marihal  d'  Ancro 
^«  i^  ilain.     Who  fl^w  him  ?   The  Captain  of  , 

^*  your 
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^  your  Gusods/  Why  ?.  Bccaufe  he  would 
*•  have  drawn  his  fword  at  your  Majefty's  royal 
"  commiffion.  The  Kir^  then  replied,*  Vitry 
'^  has  done  well  ^  and  I  will  maintain  the  aft. 
**RPf^fently  the  Queen-Mother  had  aU  her 
^  gioards  taken  firom  her,  except  fix  naen  and 
".fixteen  women,  and  fo  Ihe  was  |>anifhed 
**  Paris,  and  commanded  to  retire  to  Blois. 
Ancre's  body  was  buried  thjit  night  in  a 
chuxch-yard  by  the  Covirtj  but  the  next 
morning  the  }acqueys  and  pages  (who.  ait 
•♦  more  uphappy  her^  than  the  apprentices  of 
London)  broke  up  his  grave,  tore  the  coffin 
to  pieces,  ripped  th^  winding-flieet,  and  ^iedv 
his  body  to  an  afs's  tail,  and  fo  dr^ggf^  )iim 
up  and  down  th^  gutters  of  Paris  (which  are 
**  none  of  the  fweeteftj ;  they  then  diced  off 
**  his  ears,  and  nailed  them  upon  the  gates  of 
^  the  city :  they  cut  off  his  genitories,  jind  fent 
♦*  them  as  ^^  prefeijit  to  the  Puke  pf  Adaine. 
♦*  The  reil  of  his  body  they  carried  to  the 
*'  new  bridge,  and  hung  him?  hi^  heels  upwards 
**  and  his  head  downwards,  upgn  a  new  gibbet, 
**  that  had  been  fet  up  a  little  before  to  punilh 
**  them  who  ihould  fpea^  ill  of  the  prefent 
•*  Government,  apd  it  was  his  ghance  to  have 
**  the  firft  fruits  of  it  himfelf.  His  wife  was 
"  hereupon  apprehended,  imprifbned,  and  bcr 
f*  ij^adecj  fqr  ^  witch,  fpnie  few  days  after. 


u 
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^  upon  a  furmife  that  (he  had  enchanted  the 
'"  Queen  to  dote  fo  upon  her  huiband :  and 
^  thfey  fay,  the  young  King's  pi^Jture  was 
^^  found  in  her  clofet,  in  virgin  wax,  with  one 
<*  leg  melted  away,  A  little  after,  a  procefs  was 
^  formed  s^ainft  the  Marquis  her  huiband,  and 
^*  fo.he  was  condemned  after  death.  This  was 
a  right  aft  of  a  Frencli  popular  fury,  which, 
like  an  ai^ry  torrent,  is  irrefiflible,  nor  can 
<*  any  banks,  boundaries,  or  dykes,  ftop  the 
*^  impetuous  rage  of  it/' 


I,E  CHEVALIER  DE  GUISE. 

This  Nobleman,  true  to  his  race,  from  car-» 

lieft  life  exhibited  the  charafteriftic  of  family 

courage.     In  a  Letter  in  Sir  Ralph  Winwode's 

•CoUeiftion  of  State  Papers,  dated  Paris,  30th 

Dec.  1 61 2,  it  is  faid  ; 

<^  The  Duke  (then  Chevalier  de  Guife,  his 
^  brother  being  alive)  meeting  fome  days  fincc 
•^  with  the  Baron  de  Luz  in  the  ftreet,  chal- 
:  ^  legged  him  to  come  out  of  his  coach  to  fight 
-^  him,  and  kiUed  him  on  the  place.  The 
.^*  ground  of  Which  quarrel  is  pretended  ta 
.  ^  bare  been,  %t  that  the  faid  Baron  did  of 
!^  4ate  Jet  fell  fome  wo^sjs  that  he  was  of  coun* 

«  oil 


f  ca  to  the  killing  of  the  Ute  Duk^  of  Guifc 
*  at  Blob,  and  that  he  had  hindered  the  Mar- 
•*  fhal  of  Brifac^  from  difcovcring  that  pinv 
«*  pofe/' 

In  another  Letter  in  the  fame  Collc<3ion| 
dated  Paris,  January  26^  x  6 1 2,  it  is  added, 

"  A  duel  has  happened  between  the  Qieva- 
^  lier  de  Guifc  and  the  young  Baron  de  Luz ; 
•*  who,  to  revenge  his  father's  death,  hath  caft 
•*  himfelf  into  the  fame  misfortune.  He  hath 
^  been  much  more  pitied  than  his  father,  both 
•*  for  the  gTOTnd  of  his  quarrel,  and  for  his 
*^  own  worth,  he  being  one  of  the  beft  horfe- 
••  men  in  this  Court,  and  of  a  very  good  cou- 
•*  Tscg^y  as  he  bath  (hewed  in  this  private  fight, 
•^  whkh  was  very  long  and  vary  well  maintaioed 
•»  on  both  fides,  for  he  had  three  mortal  wounds* 
••  and  the  Chevalier  five,  but  all  very  favour^ 
•*  able,  fo  that  he  is  almoft  already  recovered 
•*  of  lhem„  and  his  fecond  alfo,  a  Krtight  of 
^  Malta,  called  M.  de  Grignan,  who  had  a 
^  dai%ero»r  thruft  through .  the  body.  The 
•»  B^on'^s  fecond,  called  Riolet,  had  only  a  cut 
^  in  hb  hand.  Of  all  thefe  champions;  the 
■^  Chevalier  hath  carried  away  the  chief  hcmbur  5 
•*  JK*  &  mwh  fpr  tlie  nsTpeft  of  -his  quality^ 

^*  whicU 


M 
€4 


1*  which  he  hath  negleAcd  in  this  adion,  as 

*^  for  hk  rcadinefs  in  the  acceptance  of  the 

"  combat,  and  ^  for  his  valour  in  the  pei^&mi-* 

^  ance   thereof  with  {o  favourable*  a  fiiccelsi 

**  for  as  fbon  as  he  had  received  tlie  challenge^ 

which,  was  early  in  the  morning  he  did  not 

take  the  leifure  to  read  it,  but  put  the  fame 

in  his  pciclcet,  and  made  himfelf  prefentlj 

ready ;  oflering  to  Riolet,  who  brought  him 

the  chaJlenge,  to  go-  fingle  along  with  hint 

**  U)  mttt  the  Baron,  who  was  already  out 

^  of  the  gates ;  but  feeing  he  was  defirous  to 

•*  have  a  iecond,  he  fent  feciietly  upon  another 

^^  pretence. for  the  faki  Knight  of  Malta;  and 

fo  having  taken  each  of  them  a  iakey  and  a- 

good  horfe  out  of  the  Duke  of  Guijfe  hit 

liable,  they  went  forth  and  met  the  (aid 

"  Baron  de  Luz  with  his  fecond,  with -whom 

^*  they  agreed  to  fight  in  their  fliirta  on  horfe- 

•*  back;  which  as  foon  as  the  Duke  of  Guifc 

".  underftood,  he  caufed  the  gates  of  his  houfc 

to  be  (hut,  left  that  any  of  his  fervants  or 

-  friends  Ihould  go  to  his  brother*s  affiiiaiKe; 

whicii  adion  of  theirs  hath  gotten  them- 

**  a  great  reputation  here.    And  fo  far  was 

^  the  Quc^en  from  0iewing  herfe^  offended 

**  with  it  when  (he  underftood  the  manna;' 

f  thereof  as  that  both  the  King  and  (he  feat 

6  ^  prelentlf : 
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^  prefchtly  to  vifit  the  Chevalier  de  Guife,  and 
••  all  the  great  ones  of  this  Court  have  aUb  •¥!* 
"fitedhim" 
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WheIi  Menrjr  the  Fourth  held  this  illu{^' 
trious  and  unfortunate  Prince  in  his  arms 
as  his  godfather  at  the  chriflening»  ^  he  iaid,* 
•*  What  a  fine  infant  is  this  fon  of'  mint !  If 
"  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  fhould  fail,  there  is 
**  no  Family  in  Europe  that  has  fuch  claims* 
**  as  his  to  the  Grown  of  France^  of  which* 
**  it  has  alwa'ys  fupported  and  incrcafed  the- 
"  Iplendor,  at  the  expence  df  itst>wn  blood/^ 

As  this  illuftrious  Nobleman  ivas  onfe  -day 
playing  at  hazard,  he  won  a  confiderable  fiim  of 
money.  A  gentleman  flanding  hear  him  f^d' 
to  his  friend,  **  That  now  is  a  fuih  which  Tfrould ' 
•*  make  a  Gentleman's  fortune.'*—^"  Would  it' 
"  fo.  Sir  ?**  replied  the  Duke;  *^  take  it  then,^ F 
••  only  wifh  that  it  were  more 


*K 


.A- 


As  the  Duke  was  wdking  one  day  tn  ihfc 
fields  near  Thouloufe  with  another  Nobleman, ' 
theit  difcourfe  turned  upoiv  the  ha^pineft  tif 
men  in  different  fituations>  and  whether  thoft 

were 
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were  moft  to  be  envied  who  were  in  emineat^ 
or  thofe  who  Svere  in  low  fituations  oF  life, 
•*  Ho !"  fays  the  Duke,  on  obferving  three  or 
four  ]^afants,  who  were  making  their  fragal 
meal  under  a  tree,  "  thefe  men  Ihali  fettle  the 
"  point  for  us/*  He  comes  up  to  them,  and 
accofting  them  in  his  ufual  gracious  manner 
fays,  "  My  friends,  are  you  happy  ?  Pray  telf 
*^  m^^'  Three  of  them  told  him,  «  that 
■confining  their  happinefs  to  a  few  acres: 
which  tjhey  had  received  from  their  anceftors, 
thej^defired  nothing  farther/'  The  fourth 
laid,  ^  that  all  that  he  wifhed  was  to  be  able 
to  regain  the  poiTeffion  of  a  part  of  his  pa- 
trimony, which  had  paffed  into  other  hands 
by  the  misfortunes  of  fom^  of  his  family.** 
Well  then,"  my  friend,  if  you  had  it  again, 
you  thitik  that  you  fhould  be  happy  ?"— 
As  happy,  my  Lord  Duke,  I  think,  as  a  man 
can  poffiblybe  in  this  world,*'  "  What  would 
^  it  poft  you  to  recover  it  ?'*  "  Two  thotifand 
«  fivres.  Sir/'—"  Well,  then,'*  faid  the  Duke.' 
tu^nij%  to  one  of  his  attendants,  "  prefent  hipi* 
**  with  the  moneys  that  I  may  fay  I  have  had' 
the  fatisfadion  to-day  of  making  one  perfon' 
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happy." 


When  Louis  XIII.  prefented  him  with  the 
Marihal^s  ftafFof  France,  he  faid»  «  Take  it,' 

^  my 
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**  my  coufin ;  you  will  do  it  more  honoiir  than 
**  it  will  do  to  you."  The  fame  Sovereign 
feeing  him  as  he  was  fetting  out  for  the  expe* 
dition  againft  Piedmont,  exclaimed,  "  Foila  k 
^lus  brave  homme  de  mon  RcyaumeJ* 

After  the  battle  of  Veillano,  where  the  Duke 

* 

behaved  with  the  greateft  valour,  M,  de  Cra- 
mail  &iked  him,  if  amidft  fo  many  dangers 
he  had  at  all  thought  of  death.  **  I  have 
learned.  Sir,**  replied  the  Duke,  "  from  my 
anceflors,  that  the  mofl  glorious  life  is  that 
*^  which  finifhes  on  a  viftorious  field  of  bat* 
«  tie.**    \ 

When  he  w^  taketi  prifotter  at  the  battle  oi 
Caftelnaudari,  and  was  condemned  to  death 
by  the  Parliament  of  ToUloufe^  d^  bearing  arms 
againft  his  Sovereign,  he  faid  to  the  two  Judges 
who  came  to  his  prifon  to  figtxify  to  him  the 
fpntence  which  the  Parliament  had  pronounced 
againft  him,  "  Gentlemen,  I  thank  you  and  ypur 
^*  ilhiftrious  Court*  Affure  them  that  It  look 
^\  u|>on  this  fentence  no  lefs  as  proceeding  from* 
*J  the  mercy  of  Heaven,  than  from  the  jufticc 
•^  ofmyPrmce/* 

St.  Preuil,  who  headed  the  troop  which  took 
^e  Dul^  prifoner  after  the  battle  of  Caftebau- 

dari> 
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iflari,  fell  at  the  feet  of  his  Sovereign^  to  requeft 
the  life  of  his  illuflrious  captive.  Richelieu^ 
ivho  was  prefent  while  he  was  thus  forcibly  im^ 
ploring  the  clemency  of  Loiiis^  cried  out,  *^  Sk 
*^  Preuil,  if  his  Majefty  were  to  treat  you  as 
**  you  deferve,  he  would  lay  you^  head  at  your 
*'  heels*/' 

0 

Montmorenci,  when  brought  to  his  trial  at 
Thouloufe,  Was,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  ob* 
fcrved  with  ftate-prifoners  in  France,-  placed 
upon  a  ftool  on  a  level  with  the  Court.  When 
the  Judges  delivered  their  opinions  refpcAiijg 
the  fentence  that  was  to  take  place  upon  tl^ 
diftinguifhed  culprit,  the  firft  to  whom  the 
Prefident  applied^  gave  his  opinion  for  death, 
the  dreadful  but  well-deferved  punilhment  of 
him  who  appears  in  arms  againft  his  Sove- 
reign*  The  reft,  one  by  one,  rofe  from  their 
feats,  uncovered  their  heads,  but  faid  nothing ; 
too  plainly  fliewing,  by  their  mournful  filence, 
the  cruel  neceffity  they  were  under  to,  difpenfe 
the  rigid  fentence  of  the  law,  however  at  van* 

ance  with  their  wi(hes  and  their  aiieftions. 

« 

*  The  Cardinal  never  forgave  St.  Preuil  for  ^ling  his 
friends,  ^  that  if  be  had  known  that  the  Duke  was  to  have 
^  periihed  on  a  fcafibki^  he  would  have  blown  his  braids 
"  out  when  he  toofc  him  prifoncr/* 

VOL,   IV.  N  The 
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The  Chancellor  Seguier,  Richelieu's  meaneft 
minion,  and  who  had  been  brought  up  by  the 
£ither  of  the  Duke,  prefided  at  this  tribunal  (as 
It  is  (aid)  at  his  own  particular  defire.  On  hi^ 
aiking  the  Duke  in  the  ufual  forms  of  French 
criminal  procedure,  "  What  was  his  name  ?" 
the  Duke  replied,  "  I  am  fure.  Sir,  you  ought 
^  to  know  it,  who  have  fo  long  eaten  the  bread 
«  ofourHoufe." 

The  Duke  appeared  much  affefted  when  he 
ivas  aiked  whether  he  had  any  children ;  with 
;4pcfpea  to  every  filing  elfe,  he  made  his  anfwers 
f^  fliort  as  poiEble.     He  not  only  admitted  the 
fads  of  which  he  was  accufed,  but  confeffed 
ieveral  charges  that  wfere  not  brought  againft 
him,  in  hopes  to  fave  the  lives  of  thofe  who 
had  followed  him  in  his  fatal  expedition.   When 
"  he  was  aiked,  whether  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  his 
Sovereign's  brother,  had  not  prevailed   upon 
him  to  take  up  arms  aginft  their  mutual  Sove- 
reign ;  he  replied,  *'  that  he  did  not  pretend  to 

lay  any  blame  upon  him,  but  that  it  was 

his  accurfed  deftiny  which  had  precipitated. 

him  into  fo  great  a  crime ;"  yet  he  always"" 
protefted,  in  the  moft  iblemn  manner,  that  he 
had  not  the  Icaft  intention  to  afFeft  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country. 

The 
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*rhe  Duke,  foon  after  he  had  undergone  his 
interrogatory,  begged  to  be  permitted  to  retire 
for  a  moment,  when,  addrefling  the  tribunal 
with  a  moft  rcfpeftful  bow,  he  faid,  "  Gen- 
"  tlemen,  I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  tell  you, 
^  that  when  M.  Guillemot  was  confronted  with 
me,  I  accufed  him  of  having  counterfeited 
my  feal.  I  was  then  greatly  agitated.  I 
now  completely  difcharge  him  from  the  ac* 
"  cufation  which  I  made  againft  him  in  that 
fituation.  He  is  an  honeft  man.  I  figned 
with  my  own  hand  the  agreement  with  the 
States  of  Languedoc.'* 


€< 
(€ 
(€ 


C€ 


Soon  after  the  condemnation  of  the  Duke, 
the  King  fent  for  his  Marfhal's  Staff  and  his 
Collar  of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.     Thefe 

.  diftinguiflied  marks  of  the  Sovereign's  favoui\ 
and  of  the  Duke*s  merit,  were  brought  to 
Louis  as  he  was  playing  at  Chefs:  The  Duke 
de  Liancourt,  and  all  the  perfons  of  rank  who 
were  in  the  room  with  Louis,  men  and  women, 
burft  into  tears.     "  Sire,"  faid  M.  de  Charlus, 

,  who  was  fent  •  to  the  Duke  by  the  King,  "  be- 
**  hold  the  Collar  of  the  Order  and  the  Mar- 
*'  fhal's  Staff,  which  J  prefent  you  on  the  part 
"  of  the  unfortunate  Due  de  Montmorenci, 
"  He  has  given  me  in  charge,  Sire,  to  aflure 
"  your  Majefty,  that  he  dies  under  the  deepefl 

N  z  **  impreffion 


; 


•*  impreilion  of  forrow  for  having  offended  you 
•*  and  that  fo  far  from  complaining  of  the 
•*  fentencc  by  which  he  is  condemned  to  die, 
"  he  thinks  it  bears  no  prc^rtion  to  the  enor* 
**  mity  of  the  crime  of  which  he  hai  been 
^*  guilty."     Having  faid  this,  M.  de  Charlus 
fell  at  the  knees  of  the  King,  and  taking  hold 
of  them  with  both  his  hands,  and  burfting  into 
tears,  faid,  ^^  Ah  Sire,  ah  Sire,  pardon  M.  de 
**  Montmorenci  I  his  anCeftors  have  been  fiicli 
**  g6od  fenrants  to  y6ur  predeceffors  [  Pardoii 
••  him.  Sire !  pardon  him  T'     At  this  inftant, 
every  perfon  that  was  in  the  room  (and  it  hapr 
.;^ened  to  be  extremely  crowded)  men  and  wo* 
men,  as  if  imprieffed  with  one  inftantafieDus- 
impuUe,  fell  upon  their  knees,,  trying,  "  SireV 
*^  for  God's  fake,  pardon  M,  de  Montmo- 
^  renci  I"  Louis,  at  this  dreadftil  and  affefting* 
(bene,  appeared  totally  unmovedr  '  *•  No,''  faid 
he,  raifing  his  voice,  **  M.  de  Montmorenci 
*•  milft  not  be  pardoned. '  THere  cannot  pof- 
**  fibly  be  any  pardon  for  him.    You  ought 
**  not  to  be  forry  to  fee  a  perfon  die,  who  has 
*^  fo  well  defenred  to  die  as  M.  de  Montmo- 
*  *'  renci.    The  only  favour  that  I  can  grant 
**  him,  i^,  that  the  executioner  (hall  not  tie 
"  his  hands,  and  that  he  fhall  only  behead 
•'  him.**     When  this  was  told  to  the  Duke, 
his  Surgeon  (M.  de  Lucante),  who  came  to 
§    '  him 


\ 
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liim  to  cut  off  hi^  hair  to  prepare  him  for  his 
execution,  fell  into  a  fwoon  by  the  fide  of  his 
Matter.  **  Ah  \  poor  Lucantc,"  faid  the  Duke; 
*^  you,  who  while  I  w:as  in  prifon  fo  firmly 
*^  exhorted  me  to  receive  all  my  fiiflferings  as 
**  coming  from  the  hands  of  Him  who  made 
**  me — ^you,  I  fee,  are  more  afflidted  than  my- 
<*  felf  1  Comfort  yourfelf  i  let  me  embrace  you, 
*^  and  take  my  laft  farewell  of  you/*  Then 
turning  to  his  Confeflfor,  he  faid,  "  1  am  ready 
«  to  go  to  the  fcaffold." 

The  fcalFold  was  crefted  in  an  inner  court  of 
the  Town-houfe  of  Thouloufe,  in  which  tha 
Duke  was  confined.  In  paffing  to  it,  he  ob- 
ierved  the  ftatue  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  which 
ftood  in  the  middle  of  the  area ;  the  ftatue  of 
a  Monarch  who  had  been  in  fome  meafiire  in- 
debted to  the  Duke^s  father  for  the  Crown  of 
France.  He  flopped  fome  minutes,  and  looked 
at  it  very  attentively,  refledting,  perhaps,  on 
the  ingratitude  and  cruelty  of  the  King  his  fon. 
His  Confeflfor,  who  was  befide  him,  aiked  him 
what  was  the  matter,  and  whether  he  wanted 
any  thing.  "  No,  no,  my  good  Father,**  re- 
plied the  illuftrious  Criminal,  "I  was  merely 
"  looking  at  the  ftatue  of  Henry  the  Fourth. 
"  He  was  a  great  apd  9  noble-minded  Prince. 
*^  I  had  the  honour  to  be  his  godfon*    Let  us 

N  3  !*  ga 
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**  go  on/'    Then  pointing  to  the  fcafibld,  he 
added,  "  That  is  my  only  road  to  Heaven/* 

As  (bon  as  he  came  upon  the  fcaiTold,  he 
falutcd  the  Commanding  Officer,  and  all  the 
perfons  prefent,  more  particularly  the  Town- 
Guards,  who  had  orders  to  attend  this  melan- 
choly ceremony  in  the  drefs  they  wore  on  fo- 
lemn  occafions.  He  entreated  them  all  to  bear 
their  teftimony  to  his  Sovereign,  that  he  died 
his  moft  obedient  fubjed,  afid  penetrated  with 
the  deepeft  contrition  at  having  offended  him* 
He  then  placed  himfelf  upon  the  block,  and 
having  committed  his  foul  into  the  hands  of 
the  Author  of  his  being,  received  the  fatal  blow. 
The  blood  flew  out  upon  the  walls  of  the  area; 
and  fuch  is  ftill  the  veneration  of  the  people  of 
Thouloufc  for  the  memory  of  M.  de  Mont- 
morenci,  that  a  few  years  ago  they  afFedted, 
with  tears  in  their  eyes,  to  fliew  the  marks  of  it 
upon  the  walls  of  the  Court  *, 

*  The  Surgeons  having  opened  the  body  to  embalm  it, 
found  five  mufquet  balls  within  it.  They  remarked,  that 
pf  the  feventeen  wounds  which  he  had  received  -at  the 
battle  of  Caftelnaudari,  not  one  was  mortal.  Soon  after 
the  Duke  was  taken  prifoner,  his  Surgeon  offered  to  drefs 
them.  *'  Oh !  no,  my  good  friend,"  faid  he,  •'  it  is  by 
♦*  no  'means  necefTaryj  one  more  will  foon  cure  theih 
«*  aU." 

It 
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It  appears  by  the  Memoirs  of  M.  Puyfegur, 
that  this  illuftrious  ctJprit  was  decapitated  by 
the  Douloir^  an  inftrument  of  death  much  re- 
fembling  the  modem  Guillotine. 

Thus,  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner,  and 
as  a  public  fpeftacle  on  a  fcafFold,  periflied 
Henri  Due  de  Montmorenci,  a  Nobleman 
highly  diftinguilhed  for  the  fplendid  virtues 
of  munificence  and  of  courage,  of  no  in- 
competent parts  and  underftanding,  a  Peer  and 
Marlhal  of  France,  Xnight  of  the  venerable 
Order  of  the  Holy  Glioft,  and  the  firft  Chrif- 
tian  Baron  of  Europe*;  qualities  and  titles 
which  would  have  pleaded  very  ftrongly  in  fa- 
vour of  the  life  of  him  who  poflefled  them, 
had  he  not  diminifhed  their  power,  and  de- 
ftroyed  their  influence,  by  committing  treafon 
^ainfl:  the  executive  government  of  his  coun- 
try ;  the  greateft  crime  which  a  fubjeft  can 
commit;  in  itfelf  but  too  apt  to  contain  all 
other  crimes,  and  in  its  own  pernicious  germ  to 
inclofe  the  feeds  of  rapine,  devaftation,  an4 

•  In  a  converfation  with  the  late  excellent  Dr.  Johnfon 
on  the  fubje6i  of  this  Nobleman,  he  faid,  **  Had  I  beca 
**  Richelieu,  J  could  not  have  found  in  my  heart  to  have 
«'  fufFered  the  firft  Chriftian  Baron  to  die  by  the  hands  of 
<^  the  Executioner,*' 

m  4  murder^ 
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murder ;  the  diflblution  of  all  order^  and  the 
dcftrudipn  of  civil  fociety  *. 

• 

.  Pere  Arnaux,  the  Confeffor  who  attended  the 
Duke  to  the  fcafFold,  came  to  Louis  immediately 
after  the  execution,  to  tell  his  Majefty  in  what 
manner  his  illuflrious  penitent  had  behaved  in 
that  aweful  moment,  "  Your  Majefty,"  added 
he,  "  has  given  a  very  ftxiking  example  to  the 
**  world,  by  the  death  of  M,  de  Montmorenci ; 
^^  but  God,  by  his  great  mercy,  has  made  him 
**  a  Saint  in  Heaven,"—**  Alas !  my  Father,'* 
replied  the  Monarch,  "  I  Ihould  have  been 

happy  to  have  contributed  to  his  falvation  by 

gentler  methods," 


To  the  Prince  of  Conde,  a  relation  of  M.  do 
Montmorenci,  this  Prince  faid,  "  How  unhap* 
**  py  we  Kings  are,  to  hear  accounts  of  things 
•*  that  "are  made  up  partially  on  purpofe  for 
•*  us :  to  have  no  confidence  in  our  neareft;  re- 
**  latives,  in  our  principal  officersj^  and  in  thofe 
*^  of  whom  we  are  fondcft  5  and  to  be  obliged 
**  to  regulate  our  conduft  by  thofe  phantoms 

*  "  hfiplui  grand  <k  maux  eft  la  guerre  chilc^  La  paic^ 
V  eft  h^owverain  hletu  La  guerre  eivih  etant  un  des  plus  grand^ 
♦*  mdux  qu^m  puijff  commetire  ctmtre  la  chariti  du  proehain^  on 
"  ne  peut  pas  ajfez  exaggerer  la  grandeur  dc  cettc  faute**'^ 


**  of  politics  that  are  but  too  often  the  intc-« 
"  refts'of  other  perfons  aflfedtedly  made  our 
«  own/' 

Richelieu,  in  his  *'  Political  Teftament,"  fajrs^ 
"  La  mort  de  Marillac  et  de  Montmormci  oni 
^  mis  dans  un  infiatit  f<»ffs  les  grands  dans  leur- 
"  devoir ^"^ 

The  gentler  Olivarez,  Prime  Minifter  of 
Spain,  faid  to  the  French  Ambaflador,  on  thje 
execution  of  the  Duke,  "  What !  has  Cardinal 
^^  de  Richelieu  dared  to  put  to  death  the 
•*  greateft  and  moft  powerful  Nobleman  of 
**  France  ?  Has  he  forgotten  that  he  is  himfelf 
"  a  fubjqft  i  that  Kings  die  j  and  that  the  exe- 
^*  cration  which  (Executions  like  this  procure  i? 
^^  eternal?" 

Could  an  aft  of  rebellion  againft  the  Sove- 
reign be  ever  pardoned  in  a  powerful  noble- 
plan,  what  claims  to  mercy  had  this  iUuftrious 
Frenchman !  His  chara^er  feems'  to  have  been 
(compofed  of  the  virtues  which  fhould  diftin* 
'  guifh  high  rank,  courage  and  liberality.  When, 
after  the  fatal  battle  of  Caftelnaudari,  he  was 
brought  wounded  in  many  places  to  be  ex* 
^mined  before  the  Parliament  of  Thouloufe^ 
the  Ofiic^r  whQ  h^  taken  bim  prifoner  was 

aiked 
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alked  by  him,  how  he  could  identify  his  per- 
fon.  *'  Alas,  my  Lord,"  replied  he  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  **  the  flames  and  the  fmoke  with 
^  which  you  were  covered  prevented  me  at  firfl; 
from  diftinguilhing  you ;  but  when  I  faw  in 
the  heat  of  the  engagement  a  perfon  who, 
after  having  broken  fix  of  our  ranks,  was  ftill 
killing  fome  of  our  foldiers  in  the  feventb, 
♦*  I  thought  that  he  could  be  no  one  except 
•*  M.  de  Montmorenci.  I  did  not  indeed  cer^ 
♦*  tainly  know  that  he  was  the  perfon  till  I  faw 
**  hiiti  lying  upon  the  ground  with  his  horfe 
♦*  dead  upon  him." 

After  having  beaten  the  Huguenot  anny 
near  the  Ifle  of  Rhe,  he  gave  up'  to  his  fol- 
diers all  the  plunder  of  the  place  which  be-^ 
longed  to  himfelf ;  and  when  he  was  told  how 
very  great  it  was,  and  what  a  facrifice  he  had 
made,  he  replied  with  a  noble  difdain,  **  I 
♦*  came  not  here  to  acquire  money,  but 
*^  glory." 

On  going  to  his  Government  in  Languedpc, 
he  called  upon  a  young  French  Prince,  to 
whom  he  was  related  by  marriage,  who  wa§ 
ftudying  at  La  Charite,  and  made  him  a  pre- 
fent  of  a  purfe  of  Louis  d'ors.  On  his  return, 
finding  that  the  young   Prince  had  kept  it 

locke4 
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locked  up  in  his  bureau,  he  took  it  from  him 
and  threw  it  out  of  the  window  among  the  po- 
pulace 5  then  turning  faid  to  his  relation^  **  You 
oblige  me  to  do  that  for  you  which  you  ought 
to  have  done  for  yourfelf  The  firft  duty  of 
**  a  Prince  is  to  be  liberal  to  thole  who  Hand ' 
*^  in  need  of  his  afliftance/'  ^ 

His  Sovereign,  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  woul4 
moft  readily  have  granted  him  his  pardon ;  but 
the  vindidlive  Richelieu,  whofe  favour  he  had 
refufed  to  court,  would  not  permit  him. .  The 
Duke  was  fo  beloved  in  his  province  (Langue- 
doc),  that  for  fear  of  a  revolt  of  the  people  ia 
his  favour,  he  fufFered  in  the  Inner  Court  of  the 
Town-houfe  of  Thouloufe,  at  the  foot  of  a  mar* 
tie  flatue  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  This  circum- 
ftance  occafioned  the  following  lines ; 

^nfe  patrisjiatuam^  nati  implacahilis  ird 
Qccuhuij  in4tgna  morie  manuque  cadensm 

lllorum  ingemuit  neuter ^  mejafata  videndo: 
Ora  patris^  nati  peSlora  marmr  ^rant^ 

The  Duke  is  made  to  (peak : 

Doom'd  by  the  fon's  refentful  rage. 
Which  neither  tears  nor  prayers  afluage^ 
Beneath  the  royal  fether^s  feet 
A  vi}e  difgraceful  death  I  meet; 

Yet 
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Yet  iympathetic  with  my  ftate. 
Neither  deplores  my  wretched  fate: 
The  Father's  face,  the  Son's  hardbreaft. 
Alike  of  marble  ftand  conleft. 

When  the  Duchefs  of  Montmorenci  was  xn^ 
formed  of  the  death  of  her  hulband,  ftie  ex- 
claimed, "  What !  is  this,  then,  that  King  who 
"  is  called  Louis  the  Juft  ?  Oh  my  God,"  faid 
,  ftic,  burfting  into  tears,  "  my  Montmorenci 
**  was  the  only  thing  that  I  loved  in  this  world, 
•*  and  you  have  taken  him  from  me,  that  I 
^  may  love  you  only  !'*  The  Duchefs  retired 
to  the  Convent  of  the  Vifitation  at  Moulins, 
where  (he  fpent  the  reinainder  of  her  days  in 
ibrrow  and  in  penitence.  She  erefted  a  mag^ 
nificent  maufoleum  in  the  chapel  of  the  Con- 
vent  to  her  beloved  hufband,  which  (he  vifited 
every  day  till  flie  died;  She  lived  two  years  in 
this  manner,  whenXouis  paiiing  through  Mou- 
lins fent  one  of  his  Gentlemen  to  enquire  after 
her  healtht  She  received  him  in  the  room  in 
which  flic  always  fat,  which  was  hung  with 
black  cloth,  and  illuminated  by  tapers,  with  a 
crucifix  on  the  table,  and  a  whole-length  pic- 
ture of  her  deceafed  hufband  over  the  chimney, 
«  Tell  his  Majefty,  Sir,"  {aid  flie,  «  I  entreat 
^^  yoy^  how  ^flonifhed  I  am  that  he  fliould 

^  hav« 
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«  have  the  Icaft  recolledion  of  a  widow  fb 
**  wretched,  and  fo  unworthy  of  that  honour 
«  which  he  does  her,  as  myfelf ;  but  I  pray 
«*  you,  do  not  forget  to  tell  him  all  that  you 
^  fee  here." 

Richdieu  himfelf  imitated  his  Sovereign,  and 
fent  a  Gentleman  on  his  part  to  this  difconfolatc 
Princefs,  as  if  to  mock  her,  who  Iboked  upon 
him  as  the  only  caufe  of  her  misfortunes^  She 
Replied  to  his  compliments  in  the  fame  ftyle  of 
dignity  and  of  moderation* 

Madame  de  Montmorenci  died  at  Moulins 
in  1664,  after  having  in  her  retirement  received 
thc^fits  of  Anne  of  Auftria,  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth, and  of  Chriftina  Queen  of  Sweden. 


CARDINAL  RICHELIEU. 

« 

T»is  great  Statefinan  was  intended  for  the 
army ;  but,  on  his  elder  brother's  giving  up  the 
Biihopric  of  Lucan  to  become  a  Carthufian,  he 
was  prevailed  upon  by  his  family  to  take  or- 
ders, to  be  put  in,  pofleiEon  of  that  benefice. 
He  procured  tbe  necefTary  bulls  for  that  pur- 
pofe  of  the  P<qpe>  then  Paul  the  Fifth,  by  falfi- 

fying 
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^ing  his  baptifmal  regifter,  and  gaining  one 
year  by  this  artifice,  he  made  up  the  term  re- 
quifite  by  the  Canons*  The  Pope,  not  finding 
out  the  trick  put  upon  him  till  it  was  too  late, 
contented  himfelf  with  faying,  "  This  young 
•*  man  will  not  flop  here,  I  fancy/' 

Richelieu  performed  his  exercife  for  the  de- 
gree of  Doftor  of  Divinity  at  the  Sorbonne  in 
his  epifcopal  rpbes,  he  being  then  not  five-and- 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  took  for  his  thefis, 
*'  Quis  Jimilis  mihL — ^W^ho  is  like  to  myfelf?'* 

He  early  in  life  attached  himfelf  to  Mary  i^ 
Medicis,  and  in  the  difputes  between  her  and 
her  fon,  Louis  the  Thirteen  tb>  took  her  part, 
for  which  he  was  baniftied  to  Avignon.  There 
he  amufed  his  leifure  by  writing  a  "  Catechifm," 
and  "  The  Inftrudtions  of  a  Chriftian,^*  which 
he  afterwards  printed  at  the  Louvre  Prefs  with 
great  fplendor. 

On  his  return  to  Paris  with  the  Queen,  he 
was  admitted  into  the  Council,  as  Secretary  of 
State,  againft  the  opinion  of  his  Sovereign,  who 
told  his  other  Minifters  that  they  would  repent 
of  their  placing  him  in  fo  eminent  a  fituation. 
Soon,  however,  in  this  fituation,  his  tranfcend- 
ant  talents  began  to  difplay  themfelves,  and  he 

.became 
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"became  Prime  Minifter,  with  a  plenitude  of 
power  and  authority  which  no  Minifler  in 
France  before  his  time  ever  poffefled* 

He  brot^t  his  brother  from  his  retreat  in  a 
Carthuiian  Convent,  and  made  him  a  Cardinal^ 
Archbilhc^  of  Lyons,  and  Grand  Almoner  of 
France.  The  brother  was  dra^^d  unwillingly 
into  public  life,  and  was  continually  writing  ta 
his  brother  at  Paris  to  perfuade  him  to  refign  a 
Situation  in  which  he  had  fo  little  time  to  attend 
to  his  fpiritual  concerns.  Thefe  letters  4:hc 
Cardinal  never  read,  after  he  had  been  a  little 
iifed  to  their  contents. 

Richeheu,  amid  all  his  other  triumphs,  was 
very  defirous  of  the  diftinftion  which  literary 
feme  affords.  He  offered  M.  Jay  a  confider- 
able  fum  of  money,  if  be  would  permit  him  to 
liave  the  credit  of  his  learned  Polyglot  Bible ; 
and  the  want  pf  fuccefs  of  a  political  Comedy 
which  he  wrote,  called  "  VEurope^^  gave  him 
fcrious  uneafinefs. 

Richelieu  had  the  merit  of  inftifuting  the 
celebrated  French  Academy,  and  of  eftablifhiiig 
a,  ftandard  of  the  French  language.  In  a  femi- 
nary  which  he  founded  in  his  native  town  of 
Richelieu,  he  direded  that  the  French  language 

Ihould 


fliotdd'bethe  ^nly^n«  tto^  fltk,  ud  thdt  tlid 
i^dscesihoukt-be  (communicated  to  the  pupits 
in  that  language  atofie. 

So  aMbitious  wag  tlie  Cardinal  to  have 
every  thirig  bend  to  bis  will,  that  he  {polled 
the  convenience  of  the  magnificent  palace  which 
he  built  at  Richelieu,  merely  to  prcferve  tbe 
foom  entire  of  the  old  Chateau  in  which  he 
wtisbom.  .  ^ 

^  One  trait  in  the  CardinaPs  ConduA  muft  ever 
demand  our  applaufe*  An  officious  perfon  came 
to  his  Eminence  to  inform  him  of  certain  free 
cxpreffions  which  fome  perfons  of  confequence 
had  made  tife  of,  refpefting  his  charafter  and 
his  conduft,  in  his  hearing.  *'  Why  how  now, 
you  fcouridrel,"  replied  the  Cardinal,  **^  have 
you  the  impudence  to  curfe  and  call  me  all 
thefe  names  to  my  face,  under  pretence  of 
their  having  been  faid  by  other  particular 
perfons,  who  I  know  entertain  the  higheft 
refpeft  for  me?*'  Then  ringing  his  bell,  and 
turning  to  the  page  who  anfwered  it,  he  laid, 
^*  Go,  one  of  you,  and  turn  this  troublefbme 
\  and  malicious  fellow  down  flairs/' 

!|Richd[ieu  at  <«ie  time,  in  the  improj^roti^ 
cvenl^s  of  j^li^  ^fidj^s,  hi94  ^^U&d  his  ^Iflte 
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and  jewels  to  be  packed  up,  and  was  preparing 
to  quit  the  kingdom :  he  was,  however,  advifed 
by  his  ftiend  Cardinal  de  la  Valette  to  get  into 
his  coach,  and  fhew  himfelf  openly  to  the 
people  o£  Paris.  This  advite  he  very  Wifely 
topk.— He  was  fome  time  afterward,  if  poffible, 
in  ftill  greater  danger.  Mary  de  Medicis,  his 
old  piro'tedlrefs,  had  prevailed  upon  his^  Sove- 
reign-to  difmifs  him  from  his  high  office,  aiid 
a  new  Adminiftration  was  forming ;  he  had^ 
however,  the  good  fenfe  and  firmnefs  of  mind 
to  demand  a  private  audience  of  his  Majefty,  at 
which  he  prevailed  with  that  afcendancy  which 
ftroHg  minds  muft  ever  have  over  thofe  of  a 
weaker  and  feebler  texture. 

Voltaire  had  fuppofed  the  famous  "  Political 
"  Teftament'*  attributed  to  this  Cardinal  to 
be  a  forgery.  A  copy  of  it  has,  however,  been 
difcovered  fince  his  death  in  the  Library  of  the 
King  of  France,  in  his  own  hand-writing. 

The  Cardinal,  according  to  Segrais,  had  four 
hundred  thoufand  livres  a-year.  He  gave  one  v 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  crowns  of  it  in 
penfions  to  rtien  of  learning  and  fcience,  be- 
llowing in  that  niariner  the  money  which  his 
table  would  have  coft  hiip.  "He  was  a  valetu- 
dinarian, and  never  kept  a  table.        , 
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Hie  Comte  de  Clw^roit  Had  two  brothers^  omr 

•> 

a  Gpftcmljth^  other  ah  Arehbifbop;    Ricfii- 
KeU  Olid  day  dimpUmied  t6  hJm  of  £he^  c6n(faft '  - 
c^  the  Atchbiflie^/  **  Efeei  not  yoiir  Bmi- ' 
*^  nence  kcow,'^'  isepKed  the  Count,  "that 
where  there  are  many  brothers  in  a  family, 
^  the  gitateft  blockhead  is  always  jpixt-'into 
^  th«  Church  ?*•—«•  Thanks  to  you,  M:-  ^^ 
"  Charoft,  for  your  compliment/'  replied  the 
Cardinal;   '--  -  -■     - 

Richelieu,  whofe  genius  aimed  at  every  thing, 
g?ive  Defmaretz  the  plan  of  jhe  Comedy  ttf 
"  £^i  Fijhnaires^'*  vfhk\k  he  tiompleted.  Thei 
Lady  reprefented  in  it  as  being  in  lav«  with  '^ 

Alexander,  was  Madame  de  Sable,  who  had* 

• 

paid  no  attention  to  the  Catdinal's  addreff&i' 
This- made  the  World  fay,  that  ftie  was  \w 
lQV€t  only,  with  the  Macedonian  Hero.     Bich^  - 
lieU;  %e!wife  gja^ve  th^  plaaof  ^^\Mirame*'^im 

Defmaretz.  ....,'     i:'.  * 


•_*«  I  pafled  the  winter  of  1641  at  Patis^rfdy*  AbWrr  ' 
Arnaa^y  m  his  very- entertaining  Memoii^,  **  wliere  tbof*  ' 
*^  Car4^al,^elehnitq4  the  maniage.af.  iib^ niece.  wiih:tb^):* 
^  DuP'  d'Enguien,  after ward^  the  gnsi^  Condi,  "v^ith  paa^ki, ' 
^  magnific^i^nce.  The  C<miedy  of.AI/nim^^of  whi^h  bi«M 
**  £miiijenice.^^e  the  plan  to.De^aretz,  ira*  reprefented^  ' 
•*  on  th^  Cardinal's  pcivasc  theatre,  whenK.  the  :Q$«eo  .wak  '* 
*'  prefeati  and  myfelf  as  w41*a$  ioaiiy.ptb€«8t:W(3re?ongcfef '' 
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ft  ■  .       ' .  ■  ■    •    -^.*       -  »  ^J 

In  the  different  provifions  which  wera^xpe- 
dit^  for  the  fcveral  cgmmiffions  which  Riche- 
lieu held,  it  was  declared  that  he-  was  to  be 
obeyed  as  the  King*s  own  proper  perfor;; 

!rhe  Cardinal,  while  in  the  agonies  <rf*  death, 
was  afked  by  his  Confeffor  if  he  fincerely  par- 
doppd  all  his  enemies.     "  I  never  had  any  but 
"  thofe  of  the  State,'*  was  the  anfwer  of  the^ 
dying  Penitent. 

Richelieu  was  refolved,  that  even  his  place  of 
feg^ijlt^re  fhould  partake  of  that  magnificence 
whicl^  had  diftinguiftied  whatever  he  had  done 
throxighout  life.  He  ordered  himfelf  to  be 
buried  under  the  Dome  of  the  celebrated  Col- 
lege of  the  Sorbonne,  which  he  had  rebuilt  with 

'^  aitonifhed  that  they  had  the  boldnefs  to  invite  her 
'*  Majefty  to  be  a  fpe^lator  of  an  intrigue  which  moft 
"  affuredly  could  not  pleafe  her,  and  which,  from  reafons. 
^  of  fefpe^,  I  (hall  not  explain*    But  fhe  was  obliged  to 
"  fuffer  this  infnlt,  which  it  was  reported  (he  had  brought . 
"  upon.' herfelf  by  tht  contempt  \rith  which  ihc  had' 
*'  treated-certain  folicitations  of  the  Cardinal.    Her  Ma* 
**  jelly  was  >  perhaps  a  little  indemnified  by  the'very  fmalt 
^'  apijpitaafe  the  Piece  met  with,  which  morticed  his  £mi« 
**  nence  extremely.    It  Avai,  indeed,  the  only  tkis&^tioti 
^^  to  be  had  for  the  iaAitt^  of  a  man  who  was  ma^er 
••  o£.-  ovo^^tbhrgj  •  and  f^cmidflble  to  every  one,  whatever 
'*  indignation  mnj^V  oM^^^Hy  enough  be  felt  ag^ft  1^  > 
**  fol'iUGh  a  concluft." — Memolres  de  Pjihhi  Arnauld. 

o  2  great 
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great  fplcndon  A  maufoleum  was  crcftcd  owr 
him,  at.  the  cxpence  of  his  niece  ;  it  is  the  ch^f- 
d'auvre  t)f  that  great  fculptor  M.  Giiardon; 
Not  iorig  after  it  was  fiai(hed,  the  Priacefs  of 
Condc>^  fifter  to  the  Due  de  Montmorenci, 
whom  Richelieu  had  caufed  to  be  behe^id^, 
came  to  vifit  it,  and  (pointing  to  the  tomb)  ex*- 
claimed,  in  the  words.of  the  Sifter  of. La^oxm 
to  the  Saviour  of  the  World,  "  Domina  ft 
*'  f^W^i  iiiCyfrater  mens  non  mortuus  ^/-r-Lprd, 
**  hadft  thou  been  here,  -  our  brother  had .  hot 

**  died" 

* 

Richelieu  was  a  great  Theologian  :  his  "  Me- 
"^  tliodes  des  Co}ilroverfes- fur  tons  les  Paints  de 
^  la  Foiy^  13  fuppofed  to  be  the  beft  book  that 
had  appeared  on  the  fubjecl  in  France,  before 
Arnauld,  Nicole,  and  BoiTuet.     He  feems  to 
have  been  very  anxious  that  the  Huguenots 
fliould  become  Catholics.     "The  Cardinal^" 
fays  Cholfy,  *'  after  having  made  the  Calvinifts 
**  fubmit  by  force  of  arms,  defigned  to  attempt 
**  to  win  them  over  to  the  Catholic  Faith  by 
gentle  means.     For  that  purpofe  he  intended 
to  give  penfions  to  their  priricipal  Miniflers, 
*^  that  might  prevent  their  being  in  diftitft^ 
**  and  afterwards  to  appoint  public  conferences, 
at  which  nothing  fliould  be  made  ufe  of  as 
proofs  but  the  authority  pf  the  Scriptures 

"  tbemfelves. 


"  themfelves,  without  admitting  tradition.  He: 
*•  entnifted  his  defiga  to  Pere  dii  Lannmt^  who 
"'  hSfcd  been  a  Proteihaint  Minifter  whi?h  he  wa^ 
*i- young,  I  will  neither,  faid  the  Cardinal  to 
"  4iini,  make  ufe  of  the  Doftors  of  the  Soijbonne, 
xvho  are  of  ufe  only  againft  the  heretics  of 
old  times;  nor  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Oratory, 
♦* '  verfed  in  myftic  divinity ;  nor  of  the  Jefuitc, 
*^  tao?  open  and  too  violent  enemies  to  the  Pro- 
**  tfelbints. .  We  muft  merely  quote  to  them 
**  the  .pure  word  of  God ;  they  will  then  attend 
^*  to  lis ;  and  if  they  will  but  attend  to  what 
we  fay,  they  are  our  own." 


<< 


.  When  the  Princefs  of  Guimene,  a  Lady  of 
great  beauty^  entreated  the  Cardinal  to  fpare 
the  life  of  the  Due  de  .  Montmorenci,  who  had 
been  her  lover,  and  to  remember  what  marks 
of  friendship  he  had  given  him  very  lately  at 
Lyons,  when  there  was  a  plot  formed  ^ainft 
him,  Richelieu  replied  in  an  angry  tone  of 
: voice,.  ^^  Madam,  I  did  not  break  firft  with  the 
'^^  Duke." 

On  thp  day  of  the  Duke's  execution,  he 
found  fome  French  lines  on  his  table  to  this 
purport :     ,  . 

In  this  degenerate  and  ungrateful  age, 
£vils  alone  the  memory  engage ; 

o  3  Oa 


On  plates  of  brafs  wc  ii^urles  engrave^ 
.  And  klndnefs  ^ruft  upon  the  tracklefs  w,avc. 

'  -r 

v-Rithelieu  died  completely  worii  out  with 

'fatigue  of  body  and  of  mind,  at  the  age  of         I 

•fifty-eight.     A  few  hours  before  he  died' he 

fent  hr  M.  Chicot,  his  phyfician,  and  dcfited 

him  as  a  man  of  honour  to  tell  him  "what  he 

really  thought  of  his  fituation.     "  In  four-and- 

♦^ '  twenty  hours,"  replied  he,  "  your  Eminence 

^'  will  he  either  dead  or  cured.-' — Richelieu 

knew  very  well  what  this  meant,  and  fent'  ini- 

ttiediately  for  his  Confeflbr,  who  adimniftei»ed 

the  kft  Sacraments  to  him.     With  his  ejres 

^xed  attentively  upon  the  veflH  which  <ton- 

■feiined' the  holy  element,  he  exclaimed,  **  O^my 

**  Judge,  condemn  me,  if,  in  what  I  have  *d6ne, 

.  **  I  havfc  ever  had  any  intentions  but  thofe  of 

^  fervihg  the  King  and  the  Country  !*'  *      • 


i      « 


-His  -Sovereign,  on  being  informed  Of  Kis 
Meatfi,'ikid  coolly,'  ^^  Foi/a  un  grand  politique 


i  *  »» 


'  •  *  RJcbclieii  was',  during  the  whole  of  liis  id- 

^'-^minifliiitidn,  ^ttj  fubjeft  t6  fleeplefe  nights. 

.  JIe..h^d  ajw^sby  his  bedfide  one  of  his  pages 

to  read  to  him  when  be-was.iqdilppfcd.tQ.jgft. 

*A'  -youngs'  man^  who  had  been  recommended 

;^fo-t(im  as  one  ofi^liii  readers,  imagining  that 


the  Cardiftal  ivas  ^flfeep,  was  looking  o^^er  fonir' 
papers  that  lay  upon  his  bed.  The  Cardinal^ 
wbp  had  feigoed  to.  be  aflcq)'>men^iy  totry 
-j(:|ic  young  man's  difpretion  ^ndhoaoor,  dastiflg 
fuddenly  a  Ipok  .of  great  fternnefs  upon  him, 
<)rdered  him  immediately  to  leave  the  room,  and 
ipfever  afterward  to  come  ihto  his  'prc&nce. 

.    Qpi^  of  the  Cardihal's  maxims  was,  "  That 

f^  !a«  iMifortunatc  and  an  imprudent  perfon 

*V,were.fynonymous  terms."  .  Of  his  own  me- 

:thQ4  x>f  ading,  he  g^ve  this  account  to  the 

Mvquis  de  A^ieuviile.    **  I  never  dare:  undet^ 

.5^  take  s^y  thing  until  I  haVc  well  confidered 

/V.its  b^t  when  I. have  once  taken. my. refo^ 

^  itition,  I  gp  direftly  to  ihy  point.     I  throW 

:**  'do^n  every  thing  that  ftands  in  faiy  way; 

I  cut  up  every  thing  by  the^^eots  that  op^ 

pofesihe ;  and  then  I  cover. every  thing  with 

♦*:  jSay  Cardinal's  robc/*^-~Richelieu  ufed  taiay. 

That  the  favourites  of  his  Sovereign  *^  and 

^'  their  intrigues,  gave  hitn  niore  trouble  than 

**  all   Europe  taken   tc^ethcr/*      The  com*- 

p^teft  teilitnony  tha^  was  evet  giveh  ta  tht 

ii^teats  g€  Hichelieu  was  by  Peter  the  Qnea^,  <tfi 

*  •  Li  Cahinei  iu  Koi  ^  Jon  pttit  Coucter  mt  cdufent  fkt 

t.x.     .i     .    .  -  .04-..'  feeing 
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feeiiig  ;.l(fae:  4WtUc  of  tte  Cardirufl  at  the  Sbr- 
>onnc,  "  This/'  f^id  he, "  was  a  man  to  whom 
•f  *  1  fliould  very  gladly  have  given  one  half  of 
*^  4ay  jdpminiobsi  if  he  would  have  governed  the 
"  other  half  fea:  roe."  -  -  '-^       *    '' ' ' 

"  Th£:Caa^inal/'^fayfe'Abb€Brotier,  "knew 
**  well  the  refources  of  the  great  country  which 
V  Jie  governed.  I^  ufed  to  fay  of  it,  FVahce 
**  caji  taife  fix  hundred  thbufand  foot  and 
^one>  hundred  and  fijSty  thoufand  horfe,  and 
^^i.beableto  go  to  war  with  them  m 'a  fort* 

♦f  dght,**      r      •   i  ,     '.: 

•  ...  ,  , '  ,   • 

•  - .  The  Cardinal's  device  was  an '  oftrich,  mth 
this-  andtto,  an  allufion  to  the  fuppofed-  powef 
Aat  b»rd  has »of  digefling  iron :  **  FotfiS'  dur^ 
^*  xoquitf^  According  to  Brotier,  he  foil  pttt 
Ais  motto  on  the  cahnon  of  his  ^oveidgn 
JLouis  the  Thirteenth,  *^  Ratio  ultima  Reptm  *." 


•  r» 


I*     » 


When  Richelieu  fent  the  celebrated  Abbe 
dcSt.Cyran  to  the  Caftle  of  Vincehnes,  his  rilcce; 
the  Duchefs  d*  Aguillon,  and  many  other  per- 
ibns,-  entreated  him  to  give  him  his  liberty. 
He  replied,  "  If  in  the  laft  age  Luther  and 
"  Calvin  had  been  (hut  up  in  prifon,  it  would[ 

♦  "  Panks  Memorahles:' 

-       •  ■    '■  «  have 


•*  Jiave&vedEuropeagrtatideal-oftroablcaiid 
« of  bloodflied."       -  .  .     ... 


t    .    *  I 


lA  favourite  faying  of  Richcficu  was;,  that 
**  fecrecy  is  the  foul  of  all  great  a&irs.^' 

The  Cardinal  had  an  odd  whin?i  of  having  a 

r 

Comedy  compofed  by  five  different  perfoKs, 
each  of  whdra  tbdk  an  Ad/  Jt  was  called  "  Xtf 
^  Comedie  de  ^TuillerieSy  par  les  cifiq  Auiewrs^ 
It  was  reprefented  before  the  King  and  Queen 
and  the  Cquijt .  of  France  with  great-  magnifi- 
cence. The  A<9:ors  fat  :by .  themfelve*  on  a 
bench.  Chapelain  was  fuppofed  to  have  been 
the  ^planner  of  it.  '  He,  howcwr,  only  correfted 
the  piece  in  feveral  places.  •  'The  Cardinal  re* 
•quefted  his  help  in  this  bufinefs;  promifing  in 
return  to  give  Chapelain  his  affiftancc  on  a 
fimilar  decafioh. 

**  How  happens  it>"  feid  the  Cardinal  one 
day  tOvM.,de>Valancey,  t\it>  difej^  des  bonsTnots 
of  his  time  at  Pajis, "  that  you,  who  foitter  yow 
abufe  japo^i. every  pne,  have  never  once  taben 
At  into  your  head  to  find  fault  with  me  ?  X) 
it  becaufe  you  are  afraid  ?"-— "  No,  Sir,"  rcr 
plied  M.  de  Valencey,  ^*'  it  is  becaufe  yeurEmi- 
'^^  nehce  commits  no  fdtilts."    ", 

A  fcarce 


f,0»  CAAD]KAf.-KICHCLZ£U» 

A  fcarce  medal  is  fometimes  met  with  in  the 
caUnets  of  the  curious,  reprefentmg  on  one 
fide  th^  head  of  Louis  Xill.  with  his  ufual 
titles  y  and  on  the  other,  the  head  of  his  Prime 
Minifter  Richelieu,  thus  infcribed,  **  Ni/  fine 
**  Cmjilio ;"  alluding,  perhaps,  to^  the  favourite 
lajring  of  his  Eminence^  that  an  unfortuflatb 
and  an. imprudent  perfon  were  in  general  fynd- 
ajmous  terms*  Juvenal  had  indeed  faid  km|^ 
bc£>iehim> 

HuHum  nutmn  alejiyfipifruieniht. 

Prudence  to  man  each  other  aid  fuppli^s. 
And  claims  turn  the  proteAion  of  ^  (kies.  \ 

.  ^  The  Cardinal  de  Richelieu  and  M,  M 
"  Bullion,  Surintendant  of  the  Finances/'  ffiys 
M»  Bourbon^  ^V  making  aa  average  b€;tween 
them,  are  enabled  to  do  every  thing  they 
defire.  The  firft  hardly  ever  ileeps  at  all, 
and  the  laft  is  always  aileep ;  and  yet  every 
thing  fucceeds  a$  they  wilh.'*  May  not 
Claudian's  Epigram  be  implied  to  them  } 

^  'MaOius  indulgetfimm  noSiefqai  tiiefyue 
Jnjunnh  Fidrius  facra  prdphuna  rapit* 
.  ^  ,  Oftmibus  Mc  Italm  Genus  i^^f/cite  vstis 
,^  >      Mallius  ut  vi^iUt^ dirmiat  id  Pharius» 

..S^I^oR!  through  ni|(hts  and  days  his  ileep  extends^ 
]H[is  watchful  CoUeagne  all  our  treafure  ipends  i 
Thenj  O  ye  Gods !  in  lafety  France  to  keep, 

XetlBuilion  wake*  and  Richelieu  ever  flcep ! 


I    ^H    } 
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ALPHONSE  DE  RICHELIEIJ^ 

''  CAKDINAL   I>E  LYONS, 

wa$'the  br4)ther  ^f  tht  gr^at  Cardinal  of  tbft 
|)an>e»  an4  wfts  prefented  by  Henry  the  Fourth 
tQ  the  Biihopric  o{  Lu^on^  which  he  gave  i^ 
tQ  his  ^rpther,  and  (became  a.  Carthixiian  MqpIi: 
of  the  Grande  Chartreufe  near  Grenoble,  whexe 
he  refided  for  i^ear  twenty  years^^^d.was  known 
in  the  Convent  by  the  name  of  **  Father  Al- 
**  phonfe/'  He  was  taken  from  this  retreat 
by  his  brother  (when  he  became  Prime  Mi- 
ttifter),  and  made  Archbifhdp  of  Lyons,  Great 
Alnioner  of  France,  and  Cardinal.  When  the 
plague  broke  out  in  his  diocefe,  he  diftingullhecl 
hiftifcJf  by  his  attention  and  liberality  to- hfe 
difeafed  flock,  i^om  he  nevtr  ^ould  be  pre- 
veiled  upon  t6  quit,  whilft  they  wene  ih  thl$ 

^ate  of  dang^  ahd  di%e6; 

.    ,  -  •       » 

•  4 

On  his  death-bed  he  ordered  his  body  to  ibe 
buried  in  the  Chapel  of  an  Hofpital  at  Lyons, 
with  this  inicription  :  **  Pauper  natus  fuffiy  pau' 
pertatem  voviy  pauper  tneriory  ei  inter  pauperes 
fepellri  v^lo^^l  vTas  born  poor,'  I  fftade  a  vow 
♦'  of  poverty,  I  die  poor,  aid  I  am  buried 
**  amongft  the  poor/'  '  He  told  his  Confeflbr 

in 


« 
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i04  ALFHONIE    i>±,  RrCHEtlETT,      ' 

in  his  laft  moments,  that  he  had  rather  have  died 
as  Father  Alphonfe  than  Cardinal  of  Lyons. 

This  Prelate,  who,  like  his  brother,  was  a 
valetudinarian,  was  the  means  of  bringing  cho- 
tdate  into  vogtie' as  a  diet 'in 'France.  Thai 
i&itt  requires  no  effort  of  mafticafieh  la  become 
??^tritive,  arid,  united  v^ith-  feme  faeeharine 
Ibbftance,  extremely  well  fupports  thofe  (as  is 
^rticularly  the  cafe  with  perfons  of  a  certain 
age  in  the  Weftv  Indies)  who  have  been  depi^fcd 
tSftheir  teetL    '  ' -^ 


I         r 


MARSHAL  MARILLAC 


^asrbrougbt  to  the  fcafi[old  by  the  fangukiary 
Jlijchelteu  in  5632,  Forty  yeat^  of  fiarvicev  and 
^s  ipemory  rejii^ilitated  by  the  >Parliamer*t  of 
Paris  after  the  death  of.that  Minifter^  have 
reftored  his  name  to  that  degree  of  refpe6t:and 
d^^qji  which  it  ever  defcrved. 

-In  order  to  be  able  to  make  out  any  accufa- 
lion  againft  the  Marftial,  his  enemies  were 
obliged  to  recur  to  fome  trifling  abufes  in  hit 
conduct  as  Commander  in  Chief,  to  fome  profits 
Jbe  had  made  by  contrafts,  or  that  fome  perfons 

under 


^nder  him  had  made  on  the  building  of  the 
Citadel  of  Verdun.  On  hearing  thefe  charges 
read,  he  excl^-imed  to  his  Judges,  "  What  an 
extraordinary  thing  it  is,  that  a  man  of  my 
rank  flio^iild  he  profecutcd  with  fo  much  fe- 
^'  verity  and  injuftic^!  After  aUy  there  occurs 
'  nothing  in  the  charges  againft  me  but  the 
words  hay,'flxaw,  ftorcs,  and  mcwrtar/' 


<i 


u 


« 


£i 


,  . ,  When  he  was  required  to  give  up  the  jQ:aff 
of  Marflialof  Fr&nce,  previous  to  bis  being kd 
to  execution;  "  The  King,"  faid  he,  "  gave  k 
**  to  me,  and  put  the  power  of  it  into  my  hands, 
"  which  I  have  pftea  ftaincd  with  the  blood  of 
*'  his  enemies  :  but  now  I  return  it  to  him  in 
**  a  manner  much  moire  bloody." 

As  he  was  conduding  to  the  Place  de  Grcve 
to  be  executed,  he  pafled  before  the  Hotd  xf 
Cardinal  de  Richelieu.    "  Alas !"  faid  he^'^Sin; 
^^-  that  hoafe  I  was  promifed  many  things,  wHieh 
^  to-day  I  find  not  to  be  true." 


>  •  t 
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MICHAEL  MARILIiAC 

w«a  the  elder  brother  of  the  M;^Cbal  of  thai 
nacne»  and  was  made  Keeper  of  the  Seals 
France  in  1626.    They  were  taken  from  him 
in  i6^o»and  be  died  in  confinement  in  1632. 
The  two  brothers  were  much  attached  to  Mary 
dc  Medicis^  and  incurred  the  d^ifpleafureof -' 
'Riciielieiii  for  their  asttachment  ta  that'  peric'-'^ - 
cuted  Ptini^(^. 


M,  de  MarilUc  ufcd  to  fay-to  the  ydung  ' 
Lawyers  of  his  time,  "  Only  take  pains,  arid 
"  be  modeft,  and  you  muft  rife  in  yonr  pro*' 
**  feffion/' 


He  called  his' high  office  an  office  of  perpe- 
al  denial :  "  For,*^  faid  he  *'  I  am  in  gcheiul 
obligpd  to  lefiife  nine  requefb  out  of  ten 
"  that  are  made  to  me." 


J  vi 
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He  often  repeated  what  his  predeceflbr  M.  ' , 
de  L*H6pital  (ays  in  hiS  Poems  of  a  Chatic^Ilor   ' 
that  ufed  to  refufe  nothing,  whether,  the  re^ « 
quefts  were  juft  or  uiyuft ;  "  That ,  it  is  no  ^ 
^  praife  to  a  wife  man  to  have  one  qualky-^ 

"  which 
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^  which  he  has  in  common  with  a  young  pro- 
"  digal,  or  with  a  woman  who  has  loft  her 
^  virtue.** 


buCDEfeOHAN.  ' 


i.*         w  ^ 


This  ^eat  General  and  excellent  Politician^ 
firft  (hewed  his  talents  in  the  latter  capacity  at 
the  meeting  cf  the  Proteftants  at  Saiimur  in 
i6ii^  where  he  took  the  part  of  the  great  and 
good  SuUy,  his  father-in-law,  againtt  the 
Due  de  Bouillon  with  fuccefs.  "  It  was  here/* 
faid  he,  *^  that  I  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
"  knowledge  to  which  the  great  ought  particu- 
•**^  larly-  to  apjdy  theitifekes^  that  of  managing 
^  mankind  */' 

The  Ruke  had  the  courage  to  refift  Cardie 
nal  Richelieu,,  that  idol  of  power  to  whon^ 
every  other  knee  in  France  bowed.  In  fpite  of 
the  diftreffes  of  the  Huguenot  party  Jn.  France, 
of  which  he  was  the  leader,  he  adopted  the 
dariog  refolution  to  aifemble  another'  army  of 
that  p^ty,  aod  took  care  to  let  the  CardinM- 

•  ««*^^;  j^tti  J^  hsfmdemenU  di  Id  Jiience  que  fes  grands 
"  ^Mnt  Jkr '  touies  chofes  affrtnJlftt,  qui  e^'JUgaghcrks 

;  ...  .     ,  know. 


^S  Dire   Z>£   ROMAK.      ^ 

laioW)  tHat  pacification  bcl^ween  the,. Catholics* 
and  Hygucnots  was  the  g^eat  objeft  of  his  de- 
fires  ;  that  whatever  might  happen,  he  was  re- 
folved  to  perfift,  as  well  as  to  perifli  himfelf 
with  all  the  remains  of  his  party,  rather  than 
not  obtain  a  general  peace  conformably  to  the 
acknowledged  edifts  for  that  purpofe;  and  re- 
commended to  his-  Eminence  to  confider  how 
dwgef  ous  it .  was  to  precludie  a  man  of  courage 
in  arms  from  every  hope  of  fafety. 
• 

The  pacification  was  foon  afterwards,  figncd 
by  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  at  Aletz^  June  27, 
1629,  being  the  third  which  the  Dt^ke  haA,  the 
honour  to  conclude  with  his  Sovereign.  He 
then  retired  to  Venice,,  where  he  w^is.  |ec€{ivcd^ 
with  every  diftinftion  due  to  his  rank  an^cha^ac- ' 
ter,  and  in  which  city  he  Wrote  the  (Celebrated 
Mi^moirs  of  his  Life  and  Ncgociatiojis ;  by 
which  means,  he  filled  up  that  leifure  which  to 
a  man  of  his  ardent  and  adtive  mind  would  have 
been  infupportable  without  fome  employrnent. 
He  was  often  hea^d  to  &y,  that  there  was  ilO 
misfor^tune  could,  happen  to  a  man  fo-greadas 
that  of  having  nothing  to  do,  and  that  he  r^aUy 
wondered  how  a  man  of  fenfe  could  ever  ^  find 
himfelf  in  that  horrid  jGtuation  ^  but  wliiQh  ijo^- 
deed  always  happened  to  thofe,  who,  having 
no  povfers  of  mind>  exift  only  upon  the  favours 

of 


«F-fiMtuhei  and  th^  whtti  her  feuble  poster 
abwKtorifed  therti^  arid  tliey  ^had  loft  the  idte 
Aftdfeduaive  air  of  thfe  Coirtrt,  thay  becattttt 
«ii^p(^d  to  v^xafiesn,  ctitd  fftll  into  fuch  il  (bate 
%f  reftleffMrs  as  rend^rdd  thein  incapable  elthet 
of  eafe  or  pleafure. 

Hfe  ftiaxiiil$  its  ft  Geiieral  refpefting  his 
touht^m^h  were,  that  they  (hould  always  be 
placed  by  thftif  Comnfiander  in  fiich  a  manner 
that  they  might  begin  to  engs^ement  *.  "  I 
'<•  kiioW  well,"  faid  h^  one  day,  ^'  the  difpo- 
**  Titian  of  the  French ;  they  are  incapable  of 
^^  maintatniAg  foot  by  foot  any  idrantage  they 
^  rtay  h^vc  gaiiied  over  their  enemies;  they 
**  fliottld  always  be  kept  in  a  pofture^of  attack, 
**  and  not  of  defence.  Their  quick  and  impe* 
*^*  tuotts  charafter  inclines  them  rather  to  aft 
V'  than  to  fui^,  tod  to  advance  rather  than 
•♦*  wait'  the  attack  of  their  enettues." 

•       «  >  '     < 

The  celebrated  Pere  Jofeph,  the  confidant  of 

^Ridielieu,  wrote  by  his  order  a  letter,  as  fibin 

^c  Cardinal  Infent  of  Spain  to  the  Duke,  by 

iMef  of  founding '  his  inclinati(>iis  toward  that 

Couft.    The  Duke  replied,  that  he  was  too 

gdod  a  Fienchmah,  and  tda  dtttiftil  a  iubje& 

♦    "  Ufaiu  mettre  ks  FMttfots  en  eftat  de  Jraffcr  kt 
**  fremers^^^^Hiftoire  du  Due  de  Rohan* 

VOL,  IV.       .  ?  to 
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2IO  DUC  DE   ROHAK. 

to  his  King,  to  pay  the  leaft  attention  .to  aity 
.thing  that  was  prejudicial  to  his  Prince;  and 
that  however  ill  he  was  treated  ^  his,  pwo 
Court,  he  had  moft  affuredly  very  good  reafon^i 
for  complaint,  but  none  for  being  deficient  in 
fidelity  to  his  Prince. 

The  Duke  de  Rohan  was  mortally  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Rhinsfield-  Previous  to  the 
eng^ement,  the  Duke  of  Weymar,  one  of  the. 
moft  diftinguiftied  Qenerals  of  his  tim^,  de- 
fired  him  to  give  the  word  of  command ;  add- 
ing, that  he  (hould  be  alhamed  to.giveit  hinj- 
felf,  whilft  before  the  greateft  General  in  Eu^ 
rope.  The  Duke  de  Rohan  replied,  that  he 
was  only  there  to  fight  as  a  foldi^,  under  his 
orders,  and  to  fee  the' difference  there  was  be- 
tween military  operations  , which  depend  .upon 
the  underftanding  and  mere  cqup$  du  main;  but 
that  if  he  really  wiflied  to  have  his  opinion 
on  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  army,  he  would 
very  readily  give  it  to  him,*  to  the  bcft/of.'his 
abilities. 

The  Duke  of  Weymar  confultcd  him  an4 
took  his  advice,  which  proved  unfortunate  pnly 
to  the  Duke  de  Rohan,  as  he  was  wounded  ,^d 
taken  prifoner.  As  they  were  taking  him  off 
lie  field,  the  Duke  of  Weymar,  rallying  his 

troops, 


troops,  took  the  party  prifoners  who  were  carry- 
ing  of  the  Duke  de  Rohan,  and  had  the  me* 
lancholy  fatisfaftion  of  giving  him  every  aftft- 
anc«  in  his  wretched  fittiation.  He  died  a  few 
days  after  the  engagement,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
April  1638,  in  the  Abbey  of  Coningsfield, 
where  his  heart  is  depofited  in  a  box :  his  body 
was  carried  with  much  funeral  pomp  to  Ge- 
neva, and  buried  in  the  great  church  of  that 
city. 

When  the  Chiefs  of  his  party  accufed  this 
great  man  of  having  fold  to  Louis  the  Thir* 
teenth  fome  of  their  fortrefles  which  they  were 
unable  to  defend,  he  faid  with  great  indigna- 
tion, prefenting  his  breaft  to  them  at  the  fame 
time,  **  Strike!  ftrike!  I  am,  willing  to  die  by 
"  your  hands,  after  having  fo  often  rifqued  n?j^ 
**  life  for  your  fervice.'* 


The  Duke,  amongft  his  various  othef  works, 
wrote  a  book  on  the  Intereft  of  Princes^  with 
a  dedication  to  tlie  Cardinal  de  Richelieu  j  in 
which  he  tells  him,  after  mentioning  the  great 
difRculties  attendant  on  the  government  of  a 
kingdom,  that  no  certain  and  invariable  rule  can 
be  laid  down  for  it,  and  that  what  caufes  a  re- 
volution in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  caufes  alfo  a 
compleat  alteration  m  the  fundamental  maxims 

pa  of 
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of  government,  "  therefore,'*  adds  he,  "**  thofe 
perfons  who  conduft  themfelves  inore  by 
examples  of  pad  times  than  by  reafons  takeh 

**  froni  the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  of  ne- 

"  ceffity  make  many  miftakes." 

In  his  chapter  on  the  Intereft  of  England, 
he  fays, 

England,  which  is  like  a  fmair  feparate 
world,  had  nothing  to  do  with  other  States, 

"  unlefs  when  the  neceffity  to  protedt  its  com- 
merce obliged  it,  which  was  then  its  true 
interefL  It  is  by  that  it  has  acquired  its 
wealth,  which,  joined  to  its  fituation,  has 

"  rendered  it  fo  confiderable.  But  fince,  under 
the'tliadow  of  the  myfterious  marriage  be- 
tween Philip  and  Mary,  the  politics  of  Spain 
have  infenfibly  entered  into  thofe  of  Ehgl^id, 
which  before  that  time  had  maxims  bf  policy 
of  its  own,  it  has,  by  little  and  little,  fome- 

"  times  accommodated  itfelf  to  the  tntefefts  of 

4 

^ "  Fiance,  and  fometimes  to  thofe  of  Sp'ain. 

•  •  • 

**  Queen  Elizabeth^'*  ^dd^d  he^  "  who  bf 
"  her  prudent  gbvernment  has  equalled  the 
"  fame  o(  the  greateft  Sovereigns  that  Chriftiail 
^*  Europe  ever  poflefled,  well  acquainted  with 
*^  tlie  fituation  of  her  kingdom,  thought  that 

•    *  * 

^*'  the  true  intereft  of  it  was  to  keep  it  in  a  ftat* 

«  of 
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*'  o£  perfedt  union,  having  deftroyed  all  the  re- 
•*  naajuns  of  the  former  fadVions;  very  wifely 
**  judging,  that  England  is  a  great  animal  which 
,**  can  never  die  unlefs  it  deftroys .  itfelf :  "  Que 
"  FAngleterre  eft  un  grand  animal  qui  ne  peut 
**  jamais  mourir  sUI  ne  fe  tue  lui  mefmey' 


CARDINAL  DE  BERULLE. 

This  pious  man  died,  as  the  late  excellent 
Mr,  Granger  died,  while  he  was  celebrating  the 
Sacrament.  The  Cardinal  fell  dead,  upon 
the  fteps  of  the  altar,  at  the  moment  of  Confe- 
cration,  as  he  was  pronouncing  the  words  **  kanc 
**  igitur  oblationem.^*  This  occafioned  the  fol- 
lowing diftich : 

Ccsptafuh  extremis  ntqueo  dumfacra  facerdiss 
Perficerey  at  f ahem  vi^ima  perficiam. 

In  vain  the  reverend  Pontiff  tries 
To  terminate  the  iacrifice; 
Himfelf  within  the  holy  walls 
The  Heav'n-devoted  viftim  falls. 

Cardinal  BeruUe  came  over  with  Henrietta 
Maria,  Queen  of  Charles  the  Firft,  to  England, 
as  her  Confeffor,  to  the  Court  of  which  he  en- 
deared himfelf  by  the  fanftity'of  his  morals,  and 

p  3          '  the 
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the  extreme  propriety  of  hi5  behaviour.  Like 
the  late  learned  and  excellent -Dr.  Balguy>  he 
poifefled  the  nolo  epifc&pari  in  the  extremeil 
purity  of  intention;  for  when  his  Sovereign 
Loijus  the  Thirteenth  of  France  preffed  hini 
to  take  the  Biftiopric  of  Leon,  he  refufed ;  and 
on  that  Monarch's  telling  him  that  he  0iould 
employ  the  foHcitation  of  a  more  powerful  ad- 
vocate  than  himfelf  (meaning  the  Pope)  to  pre- 
vail upon  him  to  accept  of  it,  he  faid>  *^  that 
*'  if  hi$  Majefty  continued  to  pcefs  .him,-  he 
*'  Ihould  be  obliged  to  quit  his  kingdom/* 

He  eftabliihed  the  venerable  Order  of  the 
Fathers  of  the  Oratory  in  France,  founded  by 
5^  Philippo  Neri^  and.  was  a  man  of  fuch  emi- 
nent goodnds,  that  Pope  Leo  the  Xlth  faid 
of  him>  when  he  iaw  him  at  Rome  as  a  ]p<mp]e 
friar,  *^  Le  Pere  B^ulh  tCefi  pas  un  hmme^  cUfi 


JACQUES  CALLOT.  '   ' 

,  Th  I  s  excellent  Engraver  was  born  a  fut^jc^  of 
the  Duke  of  Lorra^e,  Whc^i  N^jincy  was  Ul^qp 
fr9m  that  Pri^ice  by  Cardinal  RicJhjeJieu^  ,1^ 
wiflied  Callot  to  make  a  fet  of  prifxts.  defqrjg- 
tive  of  the  ficge  of  that  impprt^t  place.  The 

Artift 
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Artift  refufed  ;  and,  on  the  Cardinal's  infifting 
jjvith  htnfi  very  peremptorily,  he  replied,  "  My 
•^  L6rd,  if  you  continue  to  urge  me,  I  will  cut 
off  the  thumb  of  my  right  hand  with  my 
pen-knife  before  your  face*  I  will  never 
^*  confent  to  perpetuate  the  calamity  and  dif- 
**  grace  of  my  Sovereign  and  prote(5lor.*' 

Callot  wore,  iittached  'to  his  button-lK)le,  one 
of  his  fmall  copper-plates,  which  he  thought 
his  chef^d^auvre.  Were  every  diftindion  of 
ornamfent  as  well  applied,  who  would  not  envy 
Sovereigns  the  power  of  bellowing  them  ? 

This  great  Artift*s  mafter-piece  is  his  "  Mi- 
^^  feries  of  War  ;**  miferies  which,  in  the  pre- 
fent  diftrafted  (late  of  Europe,  do  not  require 
to  Be  recalled  to  our  minds  by  the  powers  of 
imitation. 


CAMPANELLA. 

Th  I  s  celehrated  Dominican  Friar,  pf  Naples 
is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Burke  in  his  irigenious 
-^^  Effay  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful/'  He 
was  accufed  of  treafon  and  of  herefy  by  an  aged 
Friar  of'his  6wn  Order  with  wdibm  he  difputed, 
ah^  over  whom,  mbft  probably,'  he  had  the  ad- 
•VaMage  m  the'  difpute;"  ""He  was  impriforied 


for  twenty-feven  years,  and  was  put  to  the  radfe; 
fcven  times,  for  twenty-four  hours  each  time* 
By  the  power  of  abftraftion  which  his  mind 
poffeffed,  he  bore  the  tortures  inflided  upoa 
him  with  the  greateft  tranquillity.  He  was  de- 
livered from  his  confinement  at  the  foUcitation 
of  Pope  Urban  VIII.  in  1624,  and  came  to 
Paris,  where  he  was  much  confidered  by  Cardi- 
nal Richelieu,  Campanella  wrote  "  Mhejfinusr 
**  TriumpAatus'*  and  **  Monorchia  Mejla-y* 
books  now  become  extremely  fcarce,  like  many 
others,  from  their  not  bemg  worth  the  re- 
printing. ^ 


AUGUSTE  DE  THOU. 

It  is  fuppofed  that  the  immediate  caufe  of 
the  profecution  of  this  excellent  and  intrepid 
man  was,  that  his  grandfather  had  mentioned 
Cardinal  Richelieu's  father  in  his  celebrated 
Hiftory  of  His  Own  Times,  in  a  manner  not 
much  to  his  credit.  His  Judges  were  anxious 
to  fave  him.  "  M.  le  Chancelier  a  beau  direy* 
fays  Richelieu,  "  iifaut  que  M.  de  Thou  meure ; 
"  The  Chancellor  may  fay  what  he  pleafes, 
''  but  M.  de  Thou  muft  die  *.*' 

'  .  *  '*  He  has  put  my  father  in  bi$  Ji^Sxfry"  £ud  ,diO'Vm» 
.  di)9iv,e  Richelieui^  "  and  I  will  p^t  iii$  ^randfon's  nagie  in 
"mine;"  '    '    '"      '  • 

o  De 


De  Tbou,  whilft  he  was  in.  prifon>  had  made 
u  >?ow  to,  endow  a  chapel  whenever  he  gained 
his  liberty.  On  the  morning  of  his  execution 
he  conapofed  the  Rowing  infcriptipn  for  him* 
felf:— 

Chii(bo  Liberator! 

Votum  in  carcere  pro  libertate  conceptutn^ 

T^  AUPV5TUS  Thvanus 

£  C9r(;ere  vitx  jam  jam  liberandus 

Morte  folvit  xii  Junii>  164a. 

ConHtebsir  tibi  Domine,  qubniam  exaudifti  me  & 

fadlus  es  mihi  in  falutem. 

He  died  with  great  cpurage. 


LA  COMTESSE  DE  SAINT  BALMONT- 


<c 


It  was   in   the   year   1638/*  fays  Abb6 

Arnauld,  in  his  very  amufing  Memoirs,  "  that 

**  I  had  the  honour  to  become  acquainted  with 

^  that  Amazon  of  our  times  Madame  de  Saint 

*'  Balmont,  wkofe  life  was  a  prodigy  of  courage 

*'  and  of  virtue,  uniting  in  her  perfon  all  the 

*•  yalour  of  a  determined  foldier,  and  all  the 

modefty  of  a  truly  Chriftian  wpman;.     She 

was  of  a  very  good  family  of  Lx)rraine,  and 

was  born  with  a  difpofition  worthy  of  her 

'  'V  hirth.    Tht  beauty  of  her  face  correfponded 

'  '^*  to  that' -of  her  mind,  but  her  ihape  by  no 

.  o  "  means 
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*^  means  agreed  with  it^  being  fmall  and  rather 
"  clumfy.     Providence,  who  had  deflrined  her 
"  for  a  life  mor^  laborious  than  that  which^ 
*^  females  in  general  lead,  had  formed  her*  more 
**  robuft  and  more  able  to  bear  bodily  fatigue. 
It  had  infpired  her  with  fo  great  a  contempt 
for  beauty,  that  when  (he  had  the  fmall-pox 
"  ihe  was  as  fdeafed  to  be  marked  with  it  as 
"  other  women  are  afflidted  on  a  fimilar  occa* 
^*  (ion,  and  faid,  that  it  would  enable  her  to 
"  be  more  like  a  man.    She  was  married  to  the 
^'  Coiint  de  Saint  Balmont,  who  was  not  infe- 
"  rior  to  her  either  in  birth  or  in  merit.    They 
"  lived  together  very  happily  till  the  troubles 
**  that  arofe  in  Lorraine  obliged  them  to  fepa- 
rate.    The  Count  was  conftantly  employed 
by  the  Duke  his  Sovereign  in  a  manner  fuit- 
able  to  his  rank  and  difpofition,  except  when 
he  once  gave  him  the  command  of  a  poor 
^  feeble  fortrefs,  in  which  he  had  the  aflurance, 
**  to  refift  the  arms  of  Louis  XIV.  for  feveral 
"  days  together,  at  the  rifque  of  being  treated 
*'  with  the  extremeft  feverity  of  military  law, 
"  which  denounces  the  moft  infamous  and  de^ 
**  grading  puniftiment  againft  all  thofe  Officers 
**  who  hold  out  without  any  profped;  of  fuccefs. 
"  M.  de  Saint  Balmont  went  indeed  farther, 
"  and  added  infolence  to  raflmefs ;  for  at  every 
*<-  (hot  of  cannon  th^t  was'  fip^  at  the  f(*t5€fs, 
*    ^      '  ^  "be 
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•*  lie   appeared  at  the  windows  attended  by 
fome  ftddlers,  who  played  by*his  fide.     This 
madnefs  (for  one  cannot  call  it  by  a  more 
gentle  name)  had  neariy  coft  him  very  dear ; 
for  when  he  was  taken  prifoner  it  was  agi- 
tated in  the  Council  of  War,  compofed  of 
•*  the  Officers  whom  he  had  treated  with  this 
**  infolence,  whether  he  (houid  not  be  hung  up 
"  immediately;  but  regard  was  paid   to  his 
**  birth,  and  perhaps  to  his  courage,  however 
"  indifcreet.    Madame  de  Saint  Balmont  re- 
**  mained  upon  his  eftates  to  take  care  of  them. 
Hitherto  (he  had  only  exerted  her  foldier* 
like    difpofition  in   hunting  and   fhooting 
(which  is  a  kind  of  war),  but  very  foon  aa 
opportunity  prefented  itfelf  of  realizing  it, 
**  and  it  was  this:    An  Officer  in  our  cavalry 
♦•  had  taken  up  his  quarters  upon  one  of  her 
••  hufband^s  eftates,  and  was  living  there  at  dif- 
••  cretion,      Madame  de  Saint  Balmont  fent 
^*  him  a  very  civil  letter  of  complaint  on  his 
*•  ill  behaviour,  which  he  treated  with  great 
**  contempt.     Piqued  at  this,  flie  was  refolved 
**  that  he  (hould   give  her  fatisfaftion,  and 
^*  merely  cohfulting  her  refentment,  (he  wrote* 
**  him  a  note,  figned,  Le  CkevaHer  de  Saint 
**  Balmont.     In  this  note  ihe  obfcrved  to  him, 
**  that  the  ui^entleman-like  manner  in  which 
**  iie  had  behaved  to  his  fiftcr4n-law,  .obliged' 

«  him 
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"  him  to  refent  it,  and  to  defire  that  h^  would 
"  give  him  with  hisfword  that  fatisfaftion  which 
"  his  letter  had  refufed.  The  Officer  accepted 
*^  the  challenge,  and  repaired  to  the  place  ap- 
**  pointed.  Madame  de  Saint  Balmont  met 
•*  him  dreffed  in  men's  clothes.  They  inv 
mediately  drew  their  fwords,  and  our  he- 
roine had  the  advantage  him;  when,  ^t<^ 
having  difarmed  him,  (he  faid,  with  a  very 
"  gnicious  fmile,  You  thought.  Sir,  I  mak^  no 
"  doubt,  that  you  were  fighting  with  h&  Chc^ 
**  valier  de  Saint  Balmont;  it  is,  ho^ftever,  a 
"  female  of  that  name  who  returns  you  your 
fword,  and  begs  you  in  future  to  pay  more 
regard  to  the  requefta  of  the  Ladies.  She 
*'  then  left  him,  covered  with  fhame  and  con- 
fuiion ;  and,  as  the  ftory  goes>  he  ii^medi- 
ately  abfented  himfelf,  and  nq  one  ever  faw 
**  him  afterwards.  But  be  that  as  it  mfiy,  this^ 
^'  incident  ferving  merely  to  in^ame  the  jcou- 
"  rage  of  the  fair  challenger,  £he  did  not .  rejCt 
*^  latisfied  with  merely  preferving  h^r  eftate^  by 
repelling  force  by  force,  but.  flie  afforded  prOr 
tcdion  to  many  of  the  Gentleipen  in  h^x 
neighbourhood,  who  made  no  fcruple  tp 
take  refuge  in  her  village,  and  to  put  themr 
**  felves  under  her  orders  when  flie  took  th^ 
field,  which  ftic  always  did  with  fuccefs,  her 
defigns  being  executed  with  a  prudence  equal 

"  to 
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**  to  her  courage.  I  have  often,  fays  the  Abbc> 
^  been  in  company  with  this  extraordinary  per- 
**  fonage  at  the  houfe  of  Madame  de  Feu- 
**  quieres,  wife  to  the  celebrated  Marflial  of 
**  that  name,  at  Verdun;  and  it  was  quite 
ridiculous  to  fee  how  embarraffed  fhe  ap- 
peared in  her  female  drefs,  and  (after  fhe 
had  quitted  it  in  town)  with  what  eafe  and 
fpirit  ftie  got  pn  horfeback,  and  attended  the 
ladies  that  were  of  her  party,  and  whom  (he 
^  had  Idl  in  her  carriage,  in  their  little  excur- 
*"  fioiis  into  the  country. 

•*  The  manner  of  living,  however,  of  Ma- 
**  dame  de  Saint  Balmont,  fo  far  rerhoved  from 
•*  that  of  her  fex,  and  which  in  all  other  females 
•*  who  have  attempted  it,  has  ever  been  found 
"  united  with  libertinifm  of  manners,  was  in 
"  her  accompanied  with  nothing  that  bore  the 
"  leaft  refemblance  to  it.  When  fhe  was  at 
home  in  time  of  peace,  her  whole  day  was 
employed  in  the  offices  of  religion ;  in 
praj^ers,  in  reading  the  Bible  and  books  of 
devotion,  in  vifiting  the  poor  of  her  parifh, 
whom  fhe  was  ever  alfifUhg  with  the  ihoft 
adlive  zeal  of  charity.  This  manner  of  liv- 
ing procured  her  the  admiration  and  efbeem 
^*  of  peirfons  of  all  defcription3  in  her  neigh- 

**  bourhood. 
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"  bourhood,  and  infured  her  a  degree  of  rc- 
*'  fpedt  that  could  not  have  been  greater  to- 
"  wards  a  Queen  ^.'* 


itfei 
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**  The  mere  name  of  this  Lady,"  fays  Abbe 
Arnauld,  "  deferves   an  eulogium  ^from  thofe 
*•  who  know  how  to  appreciate  fenfe,  wit,  and 
**  virtue.     I  (hall  never  forget,"  adds  he,  •*  the 
*'  firft  time  that  I  had  the  honour  to  fee  this 
"  excellent  Woman  in  her  coach  witfi  her  fon 
**  and  daughter.      They    realized  -what    the 
Poets  have  told  us  ^f  Latona  between  Apollo 
and  young  Diana^  fo  much  beauty  and  ele- 
gance  appeared  in  the  Mother  and  her  chil- 
dren.    She  then  did  me  the  favour  to  pro- 
mife  me  her  fricndftiip,  and  I  am  not  a  little 
proud  of  having  preferved  to  this  day  a  pre- 
•*  fent  fo  dear  and  fo  precious.     Bvit  I  mu^  lay 
"  indeed,  to  the^. honour  of  the  t-adies^  that  I 
"  have  ever  found,  them  more  conftant  in  their 
"  friendlhips  than  <he  Men.     By  the  .  Meii  I 

»      •       '■     ' 

T 

♦  The  lat«  excellent  Diichefs  Dowager  of  Portland  had  a 
Prliit  of  this  extraordinary  woman  hk  hsr  ColIe£tion.  ' 

.*'  have 
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**  have  often  been  deceived} — never  by  the 
«  Lac&es*." 


LEMERIUS, 

* 

in  the  year  161 8,  quoted  the  following  Latin 
verfes,  which,  he  fays,  were  written  by  a  Pro- 
teftant  Advocate  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
fifty  years  before  that  time;  "  or  rather,"  adds 
he,  "  by  an  Angel,  who  didated  them  to 
"  him :" 

Feftinat  pr^piro  curfu  jam  temporis  ordoj 
^^0  locus  et  Franci  Majijlas  prifca  SenatuSj 
Papay  Saardotesy  Mijfay  Simulachra^  Diique 
FiSlittiy  atque  onrnes  fuperos  exofa  poteftas 
Judicio  Domini  jufto  fuhlaia  peribunU 

In  the  dark  volume  of  refiftlefs  Fate 

What  changes  menace  wretched  Gallia's  State ! 

In  one,  one  lucklefs  yet  approaching  hour 

The  Roman  PontifPs  arrogated  power; 

The  Mafe  itfelf;  the  Priefts,  a  facred  train, 

Wiio  each  time-honour'd  rite  with  zeal  maintain; 


♦  The  fagacious  Dr.  Fianklin  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  pureft 
and  moil  ufeful  friend  a  man  could  poilibly  procure,  was 
a  Frenchwoman  of  a  certaia  age  who  had  no  defigns  upon 
his  perfon ;  "  they  are,*'  ^ded  he,  "  io  ready  to  do  you 
'*  fervice,  and  from  their  knowledge  of  the  world  know  (b 
^  weU  how  to  fcrve  you  wifely." 

Weak 


W^ajc  mertak  raifed  to  tho  trnpftesOi  thtDnf 5 
Gods  diat  man's  bafe  and  wretched  fabric  ovrnf 
Powers  that  the  foul  in  flavifh  fetters  bind, 
Debafe  the  noble  nature  of  mankind. 
With  their  own  phantoms  fcare  his  gen'rous  breaft, 
And  every  fway  except  their  own  deteft; 
Thefe,  "  whilft  eternal  juftlce  rules  this  ball," 
Thefe,thefe^  by  Heaven'^  own  high  beboft,ihaH  fall; 
In  encHefs  ruin  and  confufion  hurl'd, 
A  dread  example  to  a  wondering  world. 


MARSHAL  RANTZAU-  " 

What  contrarittied  often  occur  in  the  fame 
perfon  !  HoW  often  the  indulgence  of  one  vice 
prevents  the  txertioti  and  the  advantage  of  niaj^ 
good  qualities,  and  of  many  virtues !  Auberi  du 
Maurier,  in  his,"  Memoir es  de  Hambourg^^  thijs 
defcribes.  the  celebrated  Marflial  Rantzau— 
**  He  w?is  a  German  of  high  birth,  and  a  G^ 
^^  neral  of  fuch  great  note,  that  M^zann  «f«4 
*'  to  oppofe  him  to  the  Prince,  of  Conde,  *hw 
<^- that  great  Commander  had  the  mififortun^ 
"  to  be  in  arms  againft  his  country  an4  his 
*'  Prince."  M.  Rantzau  poffefled  admirable 
qualities  both  of  body  and  mind.  He  was  talt, 
fair>  and  Yery  handfome.  To  fee  him  on^»  cyji^ 
VQuld  fayhe  jya*  bpra  to  command.  ,  He. wits 
the  fineft  horfeman  ever  beheld-  H«  would  hit 
:.<■''■ ,  afing^ 
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a  iin^e  piece  of  money  with  a  piftd  at  a  hun- 
dred paces  diftantk  He  was  invincible  with  the 
fmall-fword.  He  fpoke  the  principal  languages 
of  Europe,  and  had  a  general  tafle  for  the 
fciences.  He  was  acquainted  with  all  the  great 
Generals  of  the  age,  having  made  war  under 
them  from  the  moment  he  was  able  to  bear 
arms.  He  faid  in  converfation  many  lively 
things ;  and  as  an  infallible  proof  of  the  force  of 
his  eloquence  in  any  council  of  war  in  which 
he  ever  fat,  he  always  drew  over  the  other  Mem- 
ben  to  be  of  his  fentiments,  fo  ably  did  he  fup« 
port  them  with  powerful  reafons.  If  he  fpoke 
well,  he  wrote  ftill  better.  To  his  courage  no- 
thing was  impoflible.  He  poffefled  perfeft  cool- 
nefs  in  the  greateft  danger,  and  found  expedients 
under  the  heavieft  misfortunes.  His  liberality 
procure  him  the  love  and  efleem  of  his  foldiers, 
and  no  General  knew  how  to  give  his  orders  fo 
well.  But  fo'  many  excellent  and  rare  virtues 
were  effaced  by  his  great  vices.  Never  was  there 
a  more  determined  debauchee.  He  loved  wine 
and  women  to  excefs,  and  the  moft  feafoned 
drinken  were  afraid  of  him.  He  fought  their 
company  from  all  parts,  and  no  one  could  equal 
him  in  this  fpecies  of  vice.  He  fometimes  re- 
ttained  is  a  Hate  of  infenfibility  for  wholg  days. 
The  diforder  that  reigned  in  his  private  affairs 
^as  inconceivable.  He  gave  away  whatever  he 
had  about  him  without  difcrimination,  and  he  al« 
VOL.  IV.  Q  ways 


m6^  MARSfiAt   RAKTZAir. 

ways  had  much  money  in  his  pocket,  which  he 
was  robbed  of  durii^  hb  inebriety.  Thus>  like 
a  cafk  without  a  bottom,  all  the  riches  of  India 
wouH  not  have  been  fufficient  for  him,  and  he. 
found  himfelf  compelled  to  fell  all  his  eflFefts 
for  little  or  nothing.  He  often  loft  his  bcft 
friends  for  a  bon-mot.  Du  Maurier,  who  was 
Rantzau's  great  friend,  told  this  extraordinajy 
man  one  day,  that  his  exceffes  and  irregularities- 
would  deftroy  his  health,  and  that  they  woi9ld 
prevent  his  riling  to  the  principal  employriicnts 
in  the  State.  "  I  would  not,*'  anfwered  he,, 
darting  a  moft  ferocious  and  haggard  look 
upon  Du  Maurier,  **  I  would  not  give  up  my 
•*  pleafures  to  become  Emperor  of  Germaay.V 
His  exceffes,  during  the  liege  of  Dunkirk  bjr 
the  Spaniards,  are  thought  to  have  loft  that 
place.  He  was,  however,  confined  for  ioxt^ 
time  in  the  caftle  of  Vincennes  for  this  luppofed 
negleft,  and  was  cleared  from  any  imputatioii 
of  treachery  or  of  cowardice.  He  died  foon 
after  his  releafe.  During  the  liege  of  Orave^ 
lines,  he  had  one  day  appointed  the  Duke  of 
Orleails,  and  fome  of  the  principal  French  No* 
bility,  to  fup  with  him.  He  went,  how^ver^ 
in  the  morning,  to  pay  a'  vifit  to  the  fsupous 
Dutch  Admiral  Van  Tromp,  where  he-^t  fo 
drunk  with  Malaga  wine,  that  he  fell  under 
the  table  as  if  he  was  dead,  and  was  obliged  to 
be  put  to  bed.  His  Aid-du-camp  made  an  apo- 

'  logy 


logy  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans  f6r  his  mafter's  not 
being  able  to  attend  him  at  fuppcr^  and  put  it 
upon  ah  exceflive  Iwell  of  the  feaj  which  had 
prevented  his  leaving  the  Adniiral*s  (hipi 

To  {hew  the  dangers  of  ebfiety,  the  Catholic 
Legends  teU  lis  oif  fome  Hermit  to  whom  the 
Devil  gave  his  choice  of  three  crimes;  two  of 
them  of  the  moft  atrocious  kind,  and  the  other 
to  be  dnlnk.  The  poor  Saint  chofe  the  laft, 
as  the  leaft  of  the  three ;  but  when  drunk,  com* 
mitted  the  other  two* 

The  baneful  effe£b  of  this  pernicious  vice 
upon  the  body  are  defcribed  by  the  ihgeiiious 
Ht.  Darwin,  in  his  "  Zoonomia,"  under  an 
allcgoty  which  would  not  have  difgraced  the 
fjileddid  imagination  of  Lord  Bacon  himfdf. 

*•  Prometheus,**  fays,  the  Doftor,  **  was 
**  painted  as  ftealing  fire  from  Heaven,  that 
•*  might  well  reprefent  the  inflammable  fpirit 
•*  produced  by  fermentation,  which  may  be 
•*  laid  to  aniihate  or  enliven  the  man  of  clay ; 
**  tvhehce  the  conquefts  of  Bacchus^  as  well  as 
**  the  tetriporary  'hiifth  and  noife  df*  his  devo- 
**  tees.  But  the  after-puniOimeht  of  thofe 
•*  who  Ileal  this  accurfed  fire,  is  a  vulture  gnaw- 
**  ing  the  liver,  and  well  allegorizes  the  poor 

Q  2.  "  inebriate 
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**  inebriate  lingering  for  years  under  p^unful 
«  difcafcs." 

And  that  the  graces  and  energies  of  poetry 
may  come  in  aid  of  the  figure  fo  ftron^y  de- 
pifted  in  prole,  the  fame  great  Phyfiologifl:,'  in 
his  **  Botanic  Garden,"  in  the  moft  fublim*^ 
imagery,  arid  with  the  greateft  ftitngth  of  jfer- 
fonlfication,  has  compofed  a  pifture  whicH 
fliould  be  painted  and  hung,  up  in  every  ichaih- 
ber  dedicated  to  Bacchanalian  fefl:ivity. 


Vr 


Dr.  Darwin  pef  fonifie^  the  Goddefs  of 'Wine 
under  the  namcofViTis,  who  thus  addrefles 
her  votaries : 


f  I 


—  * 


1  ,  ■'•■-.*■ 

.  <<  Drink  deep,fweet  Youths^"  feiluiUv^Vitis  crk%, 

_  '     '     ■  »     '   '  •  •-•  i\* 

^  The  maudlin  tear-drop  gliftening  in  her  eyes  5 
Green  leaves  and  purple  clufters  crown  her  head*  ^  *"' 
And  the  tall  thyrfus  ftays  her  tottering  tread : 
^  Drink  deep,"  flie  carols,  arflie  waves  in  air 
The  mantling  goblet,  "and  forget  your  care/*     '- 
O'or  the  dread  feaft  mali^iaaC  Chymia  fcowbt 
And  mingles  poifon  in  the  ne6far'd  bowls.     ,     .   '^.; 
Fell  Gout  peeps  grinning  thro'  the  flimfy  fcene9 
And  bloated  Dropfy  keeps  behind  unfeen,   '  ^     '  '- 
Wrapp'd  in  her  robe,  white  Lepra  hides  her  ftaiw, 
And  filent  jFrenzy,  writhing,  bto  his  chains. 
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MALHERBE. 

« 

-This  great  Poet  was  apt  to  bc.a  little  cauftic 
ia  coaverfatipiL  .  Some,  one  w»  talking  before 
ijicc^.<£the  ijobiUty  of  hisfamily^  Alas!  my 
*%good  friend,"  replied  he,  **  it  is  in  the  power 
"  of  one  woman  to  taint  the  blood  of  Charle- 
"  l^agne  himTelf."  Speaking  one  day  of  the 
wickednefs  of  mankind,  he  faid,  "  Why,  when 
**  there  were  only  three  or  four  perfons  in  the 
'^  ^vfQfldf  one  of;them  killed  his  brother/;.. 


Malherbe,  though  perhaps  thje.fi  rft  g;ood  poet 
that  France  ever  produced*  thought  fo  flightly 
di  th^  merit  pf  his  produdfions,  that  he  ufed  to 
fay,  "  a  good  poet  was  of  no  more  ufe  tp  ^ 
"  State  than  a  good  player  at  quoits/*  He 
obfervcd,  "  that4^e  teft  ctf  good.yerfes  was, 
"  .when  they  were  got  by  heart.'*  Eveiy  oije 
remembers  his  celebrated  flianzj^  UpPA  the  cer- 
tainty of  death  r  -         ' 

La  pauvre  en  fa  caham^  .   . 

Qu  ia  chaum  le  couvre^ 

£f  la  garde  que  vielle  aux  barrUrfs  di  Lguvrif 
f)f*en  defend  fas  nos  Rots* 
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ufed  to  fay,  that  to  compofie»-vas  an  AutkoF*; 
Heaven;  to  corral  hi&  Works,  an  Author's 
Purgatory  jf  but  to  cone£i  th(  Pr^^  ^  iVu^llQI^^ 
|iell.  .. .    .   ' 


PEYRESC. 

•       ^  ■  .  .V.  . 

» 

This  learned Frenchmanwas m  En^andfof 
^  few  months  in  1606.  He  was  prefented  tq 
King  James,  Who  often  lent  for  him  to  converfe 
with  him,  and  waS  particularly  picafed  with  the 
following  incident^  which  Pcyrefc  itlatcfd  to 
him.  ,  '  ■ 

Peyrefc  was  prefent  at  a  dinner  given  by  fome 
perfon  of  confequence  inf  London,  who  had  inr 
yited  many  men  of  learning  and  of  fcicnfe^  tp 
meet  him.  In  the  puddle  of  the  dinner,  one  of 
them,  PnTorie,  drank  to  Peyrfcfc  out  of  m^imr 
menfecup,  filled  with  ftrong  wine,  and  placjlged 
him  to  drink  it  after  him.  feyrefc  exciifecl 
Jiimfclf,  no  lefs  pn  account  of  the  fiae  of ~  the 
cup,  than  on  account  of  the  liquor  it  contained^ 
giving  as  reafoni,  the  weak^efs,  of  his  ftqmach, 
*  .  and 


and  hw  not  beii^  at  all  ufed  to  drink  wine. 
The  excufe,  however,  was  not  allowed,  and  he 
confented  to.  driok.  after  Ebr.  Torie,  provided  he 
might  afterwards  be  permitted  to  challenge  him 
in  any  liquor  that  he  pleafed.  To  this  the 
company  as  well  a$  the  Dodor  confented.  Fey- 
refc  then  immediately  taking  the'  bowl  in  hit 
hand,  drank  it  off  boldly,  all  at  once,  and  find- 
ing it  again  with,  water>.he  drank  to  Dr.  Torie. 
The  Doftor,  little  ufed.  to  fuch  potions,  beheld 
him  with  aftonifbment  and  affright;  yet,  as  he 
was  not  allowed  to  recede  from  his  agreement, 
•  lite  pyifed  and  blcJwed,  put  'the  cup  often  to  hi^ 
tiif&tith,  and  as  c^en  took  it  away  again j  polir- 
ihgHo^\it  at  the  intervals  fo  many  verfes  from  the 
Greek  and  Roman  Poets,  that  the  day  was  near 
expended  before  he  could  get  all  the  water  dciwn 
his  throat,  fo  little  was  he  accuftomed  to  tb  fri- 
gid a  beverage. 


*  T 


-  Gaflendi,  who  wrote  the  Life  of  Peyrefc  in 
-^  very  elfegant  Latin,  rrientions  this  ftory.  Gaf- 
-^^  fendi^s  Life  was  tranflated  into  Englifh  by  Dr. 
-"  Riihd,  who  dedicated  it  to  Mr.  Evelyn^  the 
^: Author  of  "Sylva,"  whom,-  frdm  the-general 
-  ;  exteht  of  his  knowledge,  and  his  love  pf  learn- 

'\n^,  he  c^lk  '^  the  Englilh  Peyrefc/* 
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-<5aff0lidli  ihMs  Life  of  Pisyrefe,  memioi^s  a 
very  curious  coincidence  of  an  event  after  a 

Q  4  dream> 


dfeam,  i^ch,  fiad  it  happened- to  a.  man  df  tk 
lefs  forcible  mind  than  that  of  Peyiefc^  iaig^t 
have  rendered  him  fuperftitious  for  the  remain^ 
dcrof  his  life. 

Peyrcfc  and  M.  Rainier  lodged  together  at 
an  inn  in  the  mid-way  between  Montpellier 
and  Nifmes.     They  went  to  bed  in  the  (ame 
room,  and  in  the  midfl  of  the  night  Rainier 
hearing  his  friend  make  a  great  noife  in  his  ileep, 
awoke  him,  and  alked  him  what  was  the  matter 
with  htm  that  his  iktp  wasfo  diftmfecd-.  ^  Alas-f' 
f^  my  gobd  friend,**  replied  Peyrefcj  ^^  you  have 
?*  fpoiled  the  moft  agreeable  dfeanv  Lever  hi^. 
^*^'I  dreamed  that  I  was  at  Nifmes,  and  that  a^ 
*/  goidfmith  of  that  city  offered  me  a  golde»^ 
coin  of  Julius  Gaefar-for  four  quart  d'fcu^- 
and  juflr  as  |  was  giving  fiim  the  ipone^  yKJU^" 
"awoke  me/*     Peyrefc,  thinktfig  no  rnqrecf^ 
his  dream, 'went  to  Nifmes,-  and  while  his-diK^*^ 
ner  was  getting  ready  he  walked  about  the 
tcwrn,  and  went  {as  his  cufl<)m  was)  into  a  gdlir 
fmith^  fhop-toaft  if  hei  had^iiy- thing  €«ridU§''^ 
to  ^difpof^  of/  -  Tht  goldfmkh'  told  him  -  thaif '^>' 
he  had 'i  owrv  of  J^Uus^  Caefar  "i»  ^Idr  rf^Jo 
refe>  taki*ig-^*&c  coii^,  afeed  hiralhe  prid^  of4fiGt 
and  was^told  thsit k  Av^  four ^ji^rt  d'f <3U5i  '^f^^ 
refc  returned  to  the  inn  of  his  frfe«id,:and  ig)l^^f ^ 
^in^^Whh^^i^t-i^tQfH?]^  t^ti'  lib'^<}feam^wlac^ 
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his.  kindnefs  bad  ixifcqivptedi  wfts  tfaeat^roilizeci 


(ALIkEP  THE  OUAT* 
[1643-^1715.] 

From  a  xoiweriktion  the  great  Prince  of. 
Cbn^e  ^i4  wi^l^  .^^is  Prince  when  he  was  veiy 
yqac^  he  f^.  pf  him  to  Cardinal  Mazarin^ 
".  Th§re  |s  ftuflT  enough  in  him  to  maipe  three 
*'  .JQp&  ^d  Qn?  hpneft  man^'*  The  flattoy 
agd  fervility  of  his  fijj5Je.<3:^  (Jeftr<^ed  ifl  Louis 
Jt^  ¥i%ly  Pfkrt  of.his.charader;  that  of  the 
faoae^^  man  remaioedi^  aif  l^i^  was^  fi^ppoied* 
idi^ringbis  very  Ipngie^ii^  ^evfr  to  hgve  broken 
a|^  promii^  which  he  had  n^e^  nor  erec  to 
)iai^e  betrayed  a  fegret  confided  to  him.  -  _ :    v 
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l/fms,  fixfni:  ypry  e^rly>life,  appeai;s  to  hsm 
b»j*)i W^deft  ai]i4  prudent.  Sicgi»isc  fay;s^  that 
w^jl,  this  ^AoiM^riCh  WM  about'.feveii^teen  yeara 
p£.^$ig$^  he '  follQwed'  h^ni  andi  h>  br<>th9rj[  the^ 
X)]iike  cf  .Qrte«is,  ,flut  of  the.  pUy-boufe,  and 
^haiii^  lijPV^.ttePuke  a&  the -King*  what  he 
th0t^fc.pf  tJbeiipby  tbeyhad  juft  ithisa  be« 
^jbemgtvxu)d;.;iirfaiete  had;  been:  p^lljic^iieedvlv 

the 
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tbemodfience.  ^  Brother/*^  seplicid  Louis,  <^  <£> 
**  not  you  know  that  I  never  pretend  to  gire  my 
**  opinion  on  any  thing  that  I  do  not  perfeftJy 
*^  urid^rftahd?'* 

In  PeKflbn*s  Works  there  are  (bme  notes  of  a' 
converiation  that  paffed  between  Louis,  three 
noblemen,  and  himfelf^  at  the  fiege  of  Lille  in 
1667.  Louis,  after  mentioning  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  that  had  ot^curred  during  tK^^Bege  of 
this  town>  adds,  ••  All  theife  circum(tenCefe  have 
only  fcrvcd  to  render  my  courage  ftroHgdr;  and 
as  they  are  in  general  known  to  my  army,  I 
was  afraid  that  they  would  intiniidslte  my 
^  foWiers;  and  feeing  that  our  fiiceefs  would 
^  depend  upon  our  extreme  vigiltoce-  aind  ac- 
•*  tivity,  and  in  our  preventing  the  inhabitants 
*  of  tht  place  frorfa  becoming  Ibldiers^  wKich 
^  they  would  do,  if  they  were  to  gain^hb  Ifeaft 
•*  advantage  over- us,  I  thought  that  there  w^ 
^  nothing  but  my  example,  and  that  of  my 
•*  Officets,  and  c^my  Nobility,  that  could' in- 
•♦•  fpil«  my  army  with  an  extraordiiiarycourage, 
»*'  that  at  fitft  aftoniflied  the  enemy;  On  thcfe 
^  accounts,  I  have  been  anxious  that  my  pre- 
**'  fence  ihduW  animate  every  a£tion  of  my  fol-^ 
'^-  diers J  a^d  tliat  noflung  whatever  tnighit  ef- 
dapc  me,  I  have  piifled  every  night  with  the 
•*  advance  gucftd,  at  t^  head  ctf  my  fquadions^ 
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^  aivi  }  have  ^nt  every  day  in  the  tfeiu^es« 
^y  ib  that  if  ithp  ^aemy  wifbed  to  make  aoy  at'-* 
*^  tempt  vpQCL)!^  X^p&^i  or  thjO]Ujght  fit  to  ^makt 
^^  any  fbrtie  firocQ  the  town^  I  might  havp  beea 
^^  prepared  to  chaige  upon  them  with  all  my 
^*  CcHJrt^  ThdSb  thea  are  the  true  ;:eafons  that 
^^  ^vf  qia4e  rm  appear  perhaps  ^  little  more  ac« 
^<  tiye  ^t  the  h^  of  my  army  than  a  King  ought 
'•  to  be  (who  had  not  all  thefe  motives),  and 
^  in  xf^y  fiti^atioa.  J  am  better  pleafed  with  be- 
^\  ing  ^  li^tl;  too  lafliy  when  I  fe^  the  enemy,  * 
f ^  ths^n.  with  being  a  little  too  prudent.  Yet 
^*  ijtiU  you  iiee  the  enemy  have  fo  far  refpeded 
^^oxy  pcrfon  J^therto,  that  they  have  not  yet 
f^  JS^^  ^t  m^)  as  they  could  e^fily  have  done; 
/*  and  i  l^ope  that  God  will  yet  prcferve  my  life 
^  a  long  time,  for  the  good  of  my  kingdom, 
^^  and  that  I. may  live  to  acknowledge  your 
i^  fervjices  and  yoyr  fiiendfljiip. 

^^  I  know  well,;'*  adde4  Lpuis,  "  that  ca»- 
^f  lumny  attacks  the  perfon$  of  Kings  as  well  as 
^  thofe  of  other  men ,  and;  though  its  arrows 
^^  are  more  concealed,  they  do  not  fail  to  pcne>- 
^*  trate  the  heart  of  every  Sovereign,  wh^  they 
^^  are  only  defended  by  the  external  marks  of 
^  royalty.  When  a  King  is -pleafed  with  hear- 
^^  h^  hifiife|f  continually  praifed^  aQ4  when 
fi  Iiis  heart  is  as  Uttle  nke  a&>  his  eaxs»  he  is  not 
>  **  unufually 


•36  t6vt$r^t   jroXTRTEEVtH- 

•*  tinuftally  -  the  only  perfon  in  Kis  kingdom 
•*  that  is  fatisfied  with  himfelE'    Our^fecrcd -jier- 

♦•  fon  alone  docs  not  render  our  reputation 

» 

•*  &ched ;  and  though  I  know  Verjr  well,  that 
"» there  ought  to  be  a  great  dea!  -of  difference 
*•'  between  the  ccyurage  of  a  Kmg  aiid  that  of  a 
**  private  perfort,  our  good  aftions  and  our  vir- 
•*  tues  can  alone  infure  us  irtmortality,   - 
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Kings  are  more  cruelly  treated  with  rc- 
fpeft  to  their  conduft  than  other  men,  as 
**  their  hearts  are  not,  like  their  anions,  ex* 
**  pofed  to  the  eyes  of  their  fabjcfts.  Subjifts 
in  general  judge  of  the  afi:ions  of  PKnces 
from  their  own  interefts  and  their  own  ^mf- 
fions,  and  very  rarely  according  to  eand6ur 
**  and  juftice.  Thus  it  happens  that  Kifegs 
are  often  blamed'  for  what  tSiey  ought' to  be 
praifed,  and  when  perhaps,  to  perform  thdr 
«*  duty  properly,  they  are  forced  to  facrifice 
^  eyery  thing  to  the  good  of  their  people.  I 
**  have  always  thought,  that  the  firft  virtue 
^*  in  a  Sovereign  is  that  of  firmnefs  of  mind, 
"  and  that  he  (hould  never  permit  hxi  refoki- 
tion  to  be  (haken  either  by  blame  or  by 
praife ;  and  that  to  gbverh  well-  the  kingdom 
**  ihtrufted  to-  his  care^  the  happinefs  of  his 
^*  (ubjcas*  (hould  be  the  pott  to  which  his 
**  aftiems  ftioukJ  point,  without  talking  the  leaft 
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** -pjeftf  tl»t  HB^y  agitate  bis ilwjv''  ...  > 


1-^      '  ■ .  r      c    > ' 


\  *■  \r  f  '■    -  ■»  -,  ^  ' 


wrote  fome  direftions  for  iis  fon  (le  Grande 
JO^cnffihin^  as  ht  was  called),  which  ^t  p2;c^ry]8d 
in.t^e  King's  Library  at  Pari$»  FeUiTQA  ^ is' 
fuppofed  to  have  corrected  tbeou  Th^y  Ixgin^ 
thus: 


You  will, .find  nothing,  my  fon,.fo  com-^ 
idetdy  laborious  as  great  idlenefs,  if  you 
**.haye  the  ni^isfortmie  to  fall  into  that  vice; 
.diigttfted  in  the  firfl:  place  with  bunnei3, 
llj^erwards  wiJth  .your  pleafuires,  and  at  lad 
'''..with  the  idlenefs  itfelf,  and  lookii^  in  vain 
^  for  that  whidi  you  can  never  find,  the  fweets 
"  pf.repofe  and  of  Idfure,  without  foxne  occu- 
pation or  fbme  fatigue  that  mufi;.  always  pre- 
cede tha(  happy  ftate.    . 


The  p^inopal^bufinefs  (^  a  King  i$  to.  Ut 
gpp4  fenfe  hi^c  fiiir  pky .  in  every  thing* 
*^  pood  fcjafe.,i^(^s  naturally^  ao4  without. af^ 
".^eat  effort-;  ^Wl^atempipys-.  us  properly  is 
"  yciry  oftc^  att^i^c^  with.l^s:  fik^igue  ti\aii 
^  ^tl?a^,  w|^icjif¥e)ild.  mre^,  am^fe.  us,  an4  the 
7  utility  otitis  ^^5^yf  evidf  n)t,;  .  >A.King  caft 

«  hayew  |ijjpff^;ioi^  .t9  tfe»t  of  b^i^g 

•  »    *  .    ^»  "  able 


«  able  to  obfcrvc  evety  cky  hoW  much  he  hrt 
increded  the  hapj^eis  of  his  fubjefts^  and 
how  thofe  excellent  projefts  fucceed,  of  which 
himfedf  gave  the  plan  and  the  defign. 


•♦  Confider  after  all,  my  dear  fon,  that  we  not 
*^  only  arc  deficient  in  gratitude,  and  in  juftice, 
•^  but  ill  prudence  and  in  good  fenfe,  when  we 
**  do  not  pay  the  proper  degree  of  veneration  tt> 
**  that  Being  whofe  vic^rents  (lieutenans)  only 
**  we  are/*  ' 

In  thefe  obfervations  the  natural  good  fenfe' 
and  good  intentions  of  the  Monarch  break  out, 
in  ipite  of  the  wretched  and  confined  education 
which  Mazarin  gave  him,  in  order  completely 
to  govern  him,  and  of  which  he  and  his  people 
ever  afterwards  felt  the  ill  eflefts.  Abbe  de 
Longuerue  fays  of  Louis,*  **  that  he  was  natu- 
**  rally  a  great  friend  of  juftice,  and  of  gpod 
"  intentions,  but  that  he  was  extremely  igno- 
*^  rant  in  matters  of  fcience  and  literature  /* 
or,  as  he  puts  it  more  ftrongly  "  ilne  f^a%;oii 
*•  rkn  de  rien.  So,'*  fays  be  "  his  Majrfty  was 
•*  continually  decfeived.  He  was  really  afiraid 
**  of  men  of  parts.  //  craignit  Its  efpritr^  that 
*^  Was  his  expreffiouc  A  Foreign  minifljer,*^' 
adds  the  Abbe,  **  ufed  to  fay,  that  there-  wcra 

.  '  V  ••  moft 
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*^  fncA  affiirsdly  iit  jLoms  tlie  Fourttedth^ 
^  tmie  m^y  imen  of  merit  in  France,  »but 
^^  thU:  reatUy  he  never  {bsw  one  of  them  ia 
**  place," 

Louis  had  a  Tiofent  paflion  for  huilding^  and 
preferred,  it  {eems,  the  marfliy  and  low  fita^ 
ation  of  Verfailles  to  the  dry  and  elevated  lite 
<^  St.  Germain,  that  he  might  not  fee  fmni 
his  windows  the  fteeples  of  the  Royal  Abb^ 
of  St.  Denis,  in  which  his  predeceflbrs  *had 
been  buried,  and  in  which  himfelf  was  to  ieft» 
How  mortified  would  this  Prince  have  been^ 
had  he  known,  that  in  all  the  public  and  pri* 
vate  edifices  taken  together  which  be  had  cauied 
to  be  built,  there  are  according  to  the  calcula* 
tion  of  a  celebrated  Scotch  Antiquary  at  Rom^ 
fewer  ctibic  feet  of  mafonry  than  in  the  fin^ 
fabric  erefted  by  ia  Roman  Emperor,  the  Am* 
phitheatre  of  Vefpiafian  \ 

Louis  had  the  merit  erf*  knowing  his  own  ig-* 
norance  in  literary  matters ;  for  when  once  on 
his  paflage '  to  the  Army  in  Flanders,  he  had 
occafion  ta  fpend  fome  time  at  a  fmall  Abbey 
of  Benedidins,  the  Prior  talked  to  his  Majefly 
tibout  the  charters  it  contained.  "  Alas,  Sir/- 
replied  Louis^  **  you  are  much  ,too  learned  for  . 

^  me! 


84^        t6vn  rnn  9ov%rnnsrm 

"  me  !  My  couftn  the  Prince  of  Condc  firill  be 
here  in  a  few  days :  you  may  tell  all  this  to 
him ;  he  is  the  Doftor  of  our  family/' 


u 


Louis  one  day  afked  Racine^  who  was  the 
French  writer  that  had  done  moft  honour  to 
his  reign.  Racine  replied,  "  Moliere,  Sire/* 
••  1  did  not  think  fo/*  anfwered  Louis,  "  but 
^  you  are  a  better  judge  of  thefe  matters  than 
^  I  am/' 

As  Louis's  walk  was  different  from  that  of  his 
Courtiers,  fo  was  his  pronunciation.  Franfois^ 
the  name  of  his  fubjeds,  he  always  pronounced 
like  the  name  of  the  Saint. 

« 

Louis,  on  hearing  f<Hne  public  Speaker  make 
ufe  of  thefe  words,  ^«  Le  Rot  tt  VEtat^^  ex- 
claimed loudly,  ^^VEtat!  c^eft  moi/'  And 
well  indeed  might  he  make  that  exclamation ; 
for  when,  in  the  diftreffes  6f  his  kingdom,  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  confulted  the  Doc- 
tors of  the  Sorbonne  whether  he  might  raife 
taxes  by  his  own  authority,  without  the  forma-* 
lity  of  their  being  regiftercd  by  the  Parliaments 
of  his  kingdom,  they  anfwered  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 


la 


la  ah  Infcriptioft  uttder  his  ftatu^  he  was 
thus  ftiied :  "  iThe  glory  of  Kings,  the  delight 
^^  of  the  human  race,  the  terror  of  his  enemies^ 
^  the  idol  of  his  futyefts,  and  the  admiration 
""'  of  alk" 

s. 

'  '"'nihil  eji^  quod  xr  edit e  de 


Non  pojjity  cum  laudatur  Diis  aqua  potejias. 

Ye  flramelers  flatterers  of  a  mortal^spridcj 
Your  Monarch's  power  with  that  of  Jove  divide : 
Crufli'd  by  his  dire  and  airbitrary  fway^ 
Yourfelves  (hall  (Aitfe  th*  idolatry  ye  pay. 

\ 
Segrais  fays^  "  tliat  fome  young  Noblenleh^ 

*'  who  Were  about  the  perfon  of  Louis  the 
**  Fourteenth^  were  talking  one  day  before  him 
"  (when  hp  was  about  eleven  years  old)  of  the 
**  defpotic  power  of  the  Emperors  of  Turkey, 
**  and  what  great  things  they  did  in  confe- 
^*  qutoce  of  it*  Aye,'*  faid  the  young  Prince, 
*^  this  may  be  called  reigning  indeed/*  The 
Marfhal  d'Eftrces,  who  happened  to  be  prefent, 
faid,  "  Your  Majefty  perhaps  does  not  know, 
*'  that  even  in  the  courfe  of  my  life  I  have 
"  known  three  or  four  df  thefe  Emperors  put 
"  to  death  by  the  bow-ftring/'  Marftial  dc 
ViUewji  Governor  \p  the  young  King,  immer 
diately  arofe  from  his  feat,  went  up  to  d'Ef- 
trces, and  thanked  him  for  the  excellent  leffon 
Which  he  had  given  to  his  royal  pupil. 

VOL.  IV..  R  Louis* 


I 
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Louis  feems  to  have  had  one  part  erf"  an 
hbneft  and  ingenuous  mind:  he  was  inclmed 
to  take  advice,  and  to  alter  his  conduft  when 
he  was  convinced  it  was  wrong.  ,  His  perfon 
was  very  beautiful,  and  he  was  very  fond  of 
exhibiting  it.  He  very  often  danced  upon  the 
ftage  of  Verfailles  in  fonie  of  Quinault*s  Operas. 
Racine,  in  the  Tragedy  of  Britannicus,  had  thq 
boldnefs  and  the  kindnefs  to  fay  of  Nero, 

//  excelle  a  conduire  un  char  dans  fa  carrUre^ 
jf  difputer  des  prix  indignes  defes  mainSy 
Afe  donner  lut  mime  enfpeSlacle  au  Romains* 

With  futile  (kill  and  ill-direfted  grace, 

He  pants  to  outftrip  the  chariots  in  the  race. 

Gazed  at  by  millions  of  plebeian  eyes, 

From  his  own  fubjeds  hands  he  feeks  the  prize; 

A  prize  that  but  proclaims  the  vigor's  ihame  ; 

How  lar  below  a  Monarch's  nobler  aim  ! 

The  judicious  Monarch  took  tha  hint,  and 
never  afterwards  appeared  upon  the  ftage. 

Louis,  who  had  excellent  natural  fenfe,  and 
who  was  by  no  means  fanguinary,  was  moft 
probably  led  into  the  cruelties  which  he  per- 
mitted to  be  exercifed  againft  his  Proteftant 
fubjeds,  by  his  fanatical  Chancellor  Le  Teliier, 
and  his  Confeffor  of  the  &me  name ;  for  in  thg 
Inftruftions  to  his  Son  before Inentioned  in  this 
Article,  he  tells  hina,  "  It  appears  to  me,  my 

.    "  fon. 
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^  fon,  that  thofe  perfons  who  wifli  to  employ 
**  extreme  and  violent  meafures  do  not  under- 
**  ftand  the  nature  of  this  evil,  occafioned,  in 
**  part,  by  the  heat  of  the  imagination  ;  which 
**  ftiould  rather  be  fuffered  to  die  away,  and 
to  extinguifli  itfelf  infenfibly,  than  to  be.  in- 
flamed afrefh  by  ftrong  oppofition ;  more  par- 
ticularly when  the  corruption  is  not  confined 
to  a  fmall  number  of  perfons  who  are  known, 
but  difFufed  through  all  parts  of  the  State. 
•*  And  befides,  thefe  Reformers  {peak  truth 
"  upon  many  fubjefts.  The  bell  method, 
then,  to  reduce  by  degrees  the  number  of 
the  Huguenots  in  my  kingdom,  was  moft 
**  certainly  not  that  of  continually  haraffing 
**  them  withfome  new  and  rigorous  edid." 

"  Opufcules  Liter  air  es^^  Paris  1767. 

Louis,  who  afFefted  to  flyle^imfelf  "  Le 
^*  Doyen  des  RoiSy*  the  Father  of  the  Kings  of 
his  time,  on  account  of  his  age,  and  the  number 
of  years  in  which  he  had  reigned,  ufed  oc- 
cafionally  to  make  this  very  melancholy  obfer-. 
vation :  ^*  When  I  beftow  a  favour,  J  make  one 
^  perfon  ungrateful,  and  nineteen  perfons  dif- 
"  contented,'* 

M.  du  Frefne  took  occafion  one  day  to  re- 
niark  to  this  Prince,  that  he  did  not  appear  to 

R  2  be 
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be  fufficiently  cautious  in  the  liberty  which  he 
gave  to  every-onc  to  approach  his  pcrfon,  and 
more  particularly  when  he  was  at  war  with  a 
Nation  *  that  were  irritated  againft  him,  and 
were  capable  of  attempting  any  thing.  ^  I  have 
"  received,  Sir,"  faid  Louis,  "  a  great  many 
hints  like  this ;  in  ftiort,  if  I  were  capable  of 
taking  them,  my  life  would  not  be  worth 
having :  it  is  in  the  hands  of  God,  he  will 
difpofe  of  it  as  he  pleafes,  and  therefore,  hxixk 
not  prefume  to  make  the  leail  alteiiadon  in 
my  conduft." 


Louis  was  once  harangued  by  a  very  indif*^ 
ferent  orator,  to  whom.his  Majefty  paid  a  hdlid* 
fome  compliment.  A  Lady  who  was  prefent 
appeared  much  furprized  at  the  civil  thihgs 
that  Louis  faid  to  him.  **  I  think  indeed,-  Ma* 
*'  dam,  as  you  do  of  the  fpeaker,"  faid  the 
Monarch ;  "  but  if  a  civil  word  or  two  'will 
"  render  a  man  happy,  he  muft  be  a  wrctck  ia- 
"  deed  who  will  not  give  them  to  him.'' 

»  ■ 

.  This  Prince  had  granted  a  pardoo  to  a  Noble- 
man who  had  committed  fome  very  great  crime. 
M.  Voifin,  the  Chancellor,  ran  to  him  in  his 
clofet^and  excJaimcjd,  "Siren's you  cannot  par- 

^  The  Dutclu  .    ,      . 

.  •  •  •         •       .  •  - 

«  don/ 
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"  don  a  pcrfon  in  the  fituation  of  M. /' 


"  I  have  promifed  him,"  replied  the  King,  who 
was  ever  impatient  of  contradidion ;  "  go  and 

"  fetch  the  Gr^at  Seal."—"  But,  Sire, '* 

**  — r-Pray  Sir  do  as  I  order  you."  The  Chan- 
cellor returns  with  the  feals,  Louis  applies  them 
himfelf  to  the  inftrument  containing  the  par- 
don, and  gives  them  again  to  the  Chancellor. 
"  They  are  polluted  now.  Sire,"  exclaims  this 
intrepid  and  excellent  Magiftrate,  pufliing  them 
from  him  on  the  tabic,  "  I  cannot  take  them 
**  again." — "  What  an  impradticable  man !" 
cries  the  Monarch,  and  throws  the  pardon  into 
the  fire.  "  I  will  now.  Sire,  take  them  again  : 
*«  the  fire,  you  know,  purifies  every  thing." 

f 

One  of  this  Monarches  favourite  Vakt-*de- 
Chambres  had  a  law  fuit  with  his  uncle,  and  re- 
quefted  the  King*  to  take  a  part  in  it  for  him. 
*f  ^las !  Sire,"  faid  he,  "it  is  no  very  great 
*^  difficulty ;  you  have  only  to  fpeak  one  little 
"  word." — ^^  That,  my  friend,"  replied  Louis, 
"  gives  me  the  leaft  apprehenfion.  But,  were 
*^  you  now  in  your  uncle's  fituation,  fhould  yon 
^'  like  that  I  fliould  fpeak  that  little  wwd  V 

In  1673  the  Dauphin  was  afflifted  with  a 
difbrder  of  no  great -^confequeuce,  which  fome 
of  the  toilers  about  the  Court  of  Verfailles  af- 

R  3  feded 
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feded  to  attnbute  to  the  feverity  with  which  he 
was  treated  by  his  Governor,  the  excellent  Due 
de  Montauiien  Louis,  however,  foon  filenced 
this  nonfenfe,  by  faying,  "  I  have  only  one  fon  ; 
^^  yet  I  had  much  rather  that  he  ftiould  die, 
"  than  that  he  fhould  not  know  his  duty,  and 
"  fo  become  a  burden  and  a  curfe  to  his 
"  people.*' 


I  had  once,"  iays  Duclos,  "  the  cvaiafity 
to  make  out,  from  the  papers  of  M.  Col^ 
bert,  the  amount  of  the  fums  of  mojniey 
given  away  by  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  in 
penfions  to  men  of  learning,  of  talents,  and 
of  knowledge,  as  well  in  foreign  countries 
as  in  his  own.  -It  did  not  exceed  66,joo 
livres;  52,300  livrcs  to  Frenchmerv  and 
14,000  to  flrangers;  making,  in  the  whole, 
"  about  three  thoufand  and  four  hundred 
"  pounds  fterling  a  year  ;**  the  .expence  of  a 
few  hours  only  of  the  deftru  Aive  wars  in  which 
he  engaged  his  country. 

Louis,  on  his  death-bed,  thus  addrefled  hii 
infant  grandfon,  afterward^  Louis  XV, 


c« 

« 


cc 


"  My  dear  chiW,  you  will  very  foon  be- 
come the  King  of  a  great  country.  What  I 
wilh  particularly  tQ  recommend  to  you,  is, 

"  never 
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"  never  to  forget  the  obligations  you  have  to 
your  Greatpr.  Remember  that  by  his  power 
alone  you  are  every  thi;ig  that  you  are. 


€< 
U 


**  Strive  to  preferve  peace  with  your  neigh- 
^  bours.  I  have  been  too  fond  of  war.  Do 
•*  not  imitate  me  in  that,  nor  in  the  great  ex- 
"  pences  in  which  I  have  been  involved. 

''  ^*  Take  advice  in  every  thing ;  and  be  care- 
"  ful  to  inform  yourfelf  what  advice  is  bed, 
**  and  ailways  follow  it. 


u 


"  Eafe  your  fubjefts  from  taxes  as  foon  as 
you  can,  and  you  will  then  have  the  happi- 

**  fiefs  of  doing  that  which  I  had  the  misfor- 

"  tune  never  to  be  able  to  do*.'* 


PRINCE  OF  CONI>E. 


The  term  petits  maitres  wasjirft  applied  to 
this  great  General  and  his  followers,  who,  flufhed 
with  the  viftories  of  Lens,  &c.  which  they  had 
g^ned,  on  their  return  from  the  army  to  Paris, 

*  Thefe  fentences  were,  till  the  beginnino  ef  the  French 
Revolution,  infcribed,  in  gold  letters,  over  the  head  of  the 
bed  in  which  the  Kings  of  France  ufed  to  lleep* 

H  4  gave 
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gave  themfelves  a  great  many  alrs^  and  wciFb 
iafuff^rab^y  impertiaent  a>nd  troviblefome. 

Richelieu,  a  very  good  judge  of  men,  w% 
much  ftruck  with  the  precocity  of  tal^ntsj  that 
appeared  in  thi$  Pri^ce  w\^Xi  he  was  very  young. 
He  told  Chavigny,  **  I  Ji^ve  heea  jqft  hqw 
**  haying  a  coaverfation  of  two  hpur$  with  the 
young  Duke  d'Enghuein  upon  the  art  mili-» 
tawy,  upon  religion,  and  upoq  the  intcrefts 
of  Europe :  he  will  he  the  greateft  General 
in  Europe,  and  the  firft:  m^n  of  his  time,^ 
and  perhaps  of  the  tiws  to  comQ/- 


fC 


(C 


(( 


♦< 


« 


Louis  XIV,  who  could  nave?  forgive  thcv 
part  Condc  took,againft  him  ia  the  Frondcji 
feems  never  to  h^ve  entirely  given  him  bis  con-. 
fidence,  or  to  have  made  that  ufe  of  the  talents^ 
of  this  Prince  which  h^  (hQ\iId  have  made, 

r  , 

The  prince  of  Condc  was  a  ftriking  illuftra* 
tion  pf  the  obfervation  made  by  thQ  2^cute  Dr^ 
JohAfpn,  that  in  public  fpeaking  th^re  wa^ 
often  more  of  knack  and  of  habit  than  of  real 
talent  o^  kno;wledge :  for  whilft  Cond^  never 
rofe  to  fpeak  in  the  Paxlianicnt  of  Paris  but  to, 
difgrace  himfelfj^  Gaftpn.  his  CPufi^>  with  a  min4 
very  inferior  to'  his  in  every  i^elpe4t»  w^s  W^ 
well  hear4  in  thait  Aflembly^ 
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His  Sovereigh -Louis  XIV,  once  paJd  Cond6 
9.  very  handfome  compliment  The  Prince,  ia 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  was  very  lame  with  the 
gout,  and  was  one  day  in  that  fituation  apolo^ 
gizing  to  him  for  making  him  wait  for  him 
at  rhe  top  of  the  great  ftair-cafe  at  Verfailfes, 
which  he  was  afcending  very  flowly,  *^  AUs ! 
^  my  coufin,"  replied  he, '  <*  who  that  is  fa 
^*  loaded   with  laurels  as  yourfelf  can  walk 

The  Prince  was  a  maiiof  fome  learning  him- 
felf,  and  extremely  fond  of  the  converfation  of 
learned  and  ingenious  men,  Moliere,  Boileau, 
find  the  celebrated  writers  of  their  time,  were 
fircJquently  with  him  at  GhantiHy,  He,  how- 
ever, expected  as  much  deference  from  thefe 
-great  men  in  literary  matters,  as  he  had  been 
ufed  to  exaA  from  his  Officers  at  a  Council  of 
War,  Boileau,  however,  had  once  the  fpirit  to 
ContradiA  him  on  fome  fubjed  of  literature,  of 
which  moft  probably  he  knew  more  than  the 
Prince/  Conde  foon  fired,  and  darted  his  eyes; 
upon  him,  fparkling  with  rage  and  indignation, 
^*  Upon  rny  word,"  faid  the  fatirift,  **  in  fu- 
<*  tqre  I  will  take  particular  care  to  be  of  the 
<^  fame  opinion  with  the  Prince  of  Conde  when 
^  he  is  in  the  wroiig/^ 

Fains 
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Pains  had  been  early  taken  by  fortie  of  the 
Princess  fuppofed  friends  to  (hake  his  belief  in 
Chriftianity ;  he  always  replied,  **  You  giTc 
«•  yourfelves  a  great  deal  of  unneceflary  trou- 
*•  ble :  the  difperfion  of  the  Jews  will  always 
"  be  an  undeniable  proof  to  me  of  the  truth 
•'  of  our  holy  religion/' 

Some  writer  fays,  that  the  difpofition  of  a 
man  is  to  be  known  by  his  hand-writing.  Thi&. 
obfervation  feeras  realized  in  this  great  Priaice, 
whtf  was  a  nun  of  a,  very  violeat  and  hafty 
temper.  Segrais  fays  of  him,  "  The  Prince 
of  Conde  ufed  to  write  without  taking  his 
pen  from  the  paper  till  he  had  iinilhed  a  fen- 
tence^  and  without  putting  any  points  or 
adjunds  to  his  letters." 

"  A  good  General,"  faid  this  great  ^Prince, 
•*  njay  be  beaten,  but  he  can  never  be  fur- 
^  prized." 

One  of  his  n^axin^s  was,  that,  to  enable .  a 
General  not  to  be  afraid  of  his  enemies  when 
they  were  near  to  him,  hd  (hould  have  taken 
the  precaution  to  h^ve  been  afraid  of  them 
when  they  were  at  a  diftance  from  him. 

Continually  fuccefsful  himfelf,  he  ftill  made- 
great  allowances  for  the^  want  of  fuccefs  in 
9  others  i 
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Others ;  and  when  alT^e  militafy  men  of  his 
country  were  outr^eous  at  M.  de  Creqiu  on 
the  lofs  of  the  battle  of  Confarbqch,  he  nobly 
exclaimed,  like  a  man  who  judged  of  men 
from  ^emfelx'es,  and  not  from  what  had  hap- 
pened to  them,  "  All  that  M.  de  Crequi 
•*  wanted  to  make  him  one  of  the  beft  Gene-^ 
^^  rals  in  the  univerfe,  was  to  have  been  det- 
^'  feated." 

In  1 679  .  he  requeued  his  Sovereign  to  per* 
mit  him  to  retire  to  his  Chateau  of  Chantilly^ 
on  account  of  his  ill  health*  Louis  replied, 
*^  It  is  with  the  greateft  regret  that  I  grant  you 
**  the  pecmiilion  you  defire ;  for,  alas  \  my 
**  Couiin,  I  then  Hull  be  deprived  of  the  ad- 
*•  vice  of  the  greateft  man  in  my  kingdom/* 

In  his  retreat  he  amufed  himfelf  with  the 
embellifhment  of  his  domain,  with  his  books, 
and  with  the  converfation  of  a  few  friends, 
an^ongft  whon^  were  Moliere,  Boileau,  and 
Father  Bouhours. 

'On  his  death-bed  his  Confeflbr  told  hini, 
that  he  could  not  adminifter  to  him  the  facra- 
ipents,  unlefs  he  pardoned  every  one  who  had 
offended  him.  "  Alas  1  my  good  Father,"  re- 
plied he,  •*  how  can  you  infift  on  that  topic ; 

*^  you 
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you  who  know  very  well  tKat  I  never  enter- 
tained the  lead  refentment  ag^inft:  any  per- 
fon  during  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life  ?'* 


« 
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When  he  took  leave  of  his  fon  the  Due 
d'Enghuein,  he  gave  him  his  blefling,  and  {aid, 
fixing  his  eyes  upon  him  in  the  moft  affec- 
tionate  manner,  *<  In  this  world,  my  foa,  which 
**  I  am  about  to  quit,  there  is  only  one  thing^ 
*•  that  is  folid  and  deferves  efteem ;  that  is,  to 
^*  have  been  throughout  life  an  honeft  man  *J* 
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Posterity  will  not  readily  forgiye  this 
Prince  for  not  exerting  himfelf  fufEciently  to 
lave  his  friend,  the  illuftrious  Montmorency, 
from  the  fcafFold ;  the  fame  feeblenefs  of  mind 
infeding  him  in  this,  as  on  moft  other  occalions^ 

*  **  This  life  (feys  the  excellent  Mr.  Lcx:kc,  in  thte^ 
•*  lafl  letter  he  wrote  to  his  friend  Mr.  Anthony  CoUiusX 
^  is  a  fcene  of  vanity  that  foon  pafles  away,  and  affords  no 
**  folid  fktisfa6Uon  but  ia  the  confcioufnef^  of  doing  w^elU 
*•  and  in  the  hopes  of  another  life.  This  is  what  I  caa 
*'  lay  upon  experience,  and  what  you  will  find  to  be  true 
•*  when  you  come  to  make  up  the  account.  Adieu^  t 
^  leave  my  beft  wifbes  with  you, 

**  JoHK  Lock*/* 

During 
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During  the  time  of  the  Fronde,  had  his  mind 
been  fufficiently  ftcady  and  determined,  he 
might  have  been  the  arbiter  of  his  divided  and 
diftraded  country. 

Antonio  Priuli  gives  this  melancholy  account 
of  the  latter  years  of  a  Prince  of  the  Blood, 
brother  to  one  Monarch,  and  uncle  to  another  t 

"  Gafton,'*  fays  he,  "  on  the  King's  (Louis 
*^'  the  XlVth)  triumphant  return  into  Paris, 
**  with  his  mother  Anne  of  Auftria  and  tlie 
**  Cardinal,  fet  out  for  bk  palace  near  Blois, 
**  without  feeing  or  taking  leave  of  his  Sove- 
*•  reign ;  and  having  been  in  the  former  part  of 
his  life  wholly  managed  by  his  fervants,  he 
gave  hinxfelf  entirely  up  in  the  latter  part 
of  it  to  the  management  of  his  wife/ Marga- 
ret of  Lorraine.  He  became  a  great  Iportf- 
^*  man  and  a  great  botanift,  and  not  only  be- 
*'  came  devout  himfelf,  but  infpired  the  whole 
*'  city  of  Blois  with  the  fame  fpirit.  He  died 
^  (as  is  fuppofed}  of  a  letharg}%  having  had 
•*  antirnony  improperly  adminiftered  to  him; 
**  and  after  having  figured  away  as  a  Leader 
**  of  a  Party  and  a  Prince,  was  buried  in  the 
•^  ILoyttl  Abbey  of  St.  Denis,  with  a  private 
^  funeral,  the  Heralds  who  attended  the  corpfe 
^  being  barely  paid  their  charges.    Thus  end-' 
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ed,'*  adds  Priuli,  "  Gafton  Duke  of  Orleans^ 
who  having  been  a  hopefial  child,  palled  his 
youth  in  plcafure,  alwa)rs  under  the  direftion 

".  of  his  own  fervants,  and  never  at  his  own 

"  difpofal." 

Gafton,  who  was  a  n^n  of  parts  though  not 
of  underftanding,  left  behind  hinx  "  Memoirs 
^  of  French  Hiftory  from  the  Year  1608  to 
**  1635."     They  are  printed.   . 


PHILIP,  DUKE  OF  ORLEANS, 

BROTHER  OF   LOUXS   THE    FOURTEENTH. 

Abbe  de  Longuerue  thus  defcribes  this. 
J^rince: 


"  He  was  continually  talking,  without  ever 

faying  any  thing.     He  never  had  but  one 

book,  his  mafs-book,  which  his  clerk  of  the 

'  clofet  ufed  always  to  carry  in  his  pocket  for 

«  him." 
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.  He  was  a  Prince  of  greater  bravery  than  his 
brother,  and  in  engagements  expofed  his  per- 
fon  much  more.  This  made  Louis  fay  one  day 
to  him,  after  a  battle,  "  Mon/rere,  vous  voulez 
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**  done  ikvenir  fac-a-tetre.*^  The  celebrated 
M othe  le  Vayer  was  Preceptor  to  this  Prince. 
His  fon,  the  Abbe  de  Vayer,  printed  in  1670  a 
tranflation  of  Florus  into  French,  made,  as  he 
(aid,  by  this  Prince.  It  was  moft  probably  the 
work  of  the  Preceptor. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  married  Henrietta- 
Maria^  filler  of  Charles  the  Second.  His  bro- 
ther, after  the  moft  ftrid  inquiry  that  he  was 
able  to  make  into  the  death  of  that  accom- 
pliftied  Princefs,  was  perfe(5tly.  convinced  that 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  not  in  the  fmalleft 
-degree  implicated  in  it. 
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MADAME  DE  LA  VALIERE, 

MISTRESS   OF   LOUIS   THE   FOURTEENTH. 

This  beautiful  and  gentle-minded  woman 
feems,  differently  from  the  other  Miftreffes  of 
that  Prince,  to  have  loved  the  man  and  not  the 
Sovereign,  in  Louis  the  Fourteenth.  When  the 
death  of  the  fon  ftie  had  by  that  Monarch  was 
announced  to  her,  */  Alas,'*  faid  (he,  "  I  have 
*^  greater  reafon  to  be  grieved  for  his  birth 
*'  than  for  his  death  !"  Many  years  before  fhe 
died  fhe  retired  into  the  Convent  of  the  Car- 
melite 


I 


iL^6  MAi)AM£   DE    lA  VAttEltti^ 

melite^  at  Pafis,  where  Ihe  endeavoured  to 
expiate  her  faults  by  the  moffc  exemplary 
penitence.  Not  long  before  (he  expired, 
Ihe  exclaimed,  after  having  refufed  every  confo* 
lation  that  was  offered  her,  "  It  is  fit  that  lb 
•'  great  a  finner  as  myfelf  fljould  die  in  thft 
•*  greateft  torments/* 

« 

Whilft  (lie  was  in  the  Convent  (he  wrote  H 
(mall  devotional  Treatife,  entitled,  "  Reflec* 
*'  tions  upon  the  Mercy  of  God/*  The  elo- 
quent Bofluet  preached  the  fermon  upon  her 
taking  the  veil,  at  which  were  prefent  Louis  the 
Fourteenth's  Queen  and  all  the  Court.  He 
took  his  text  firom  the  following  paifage  in  the 
Apocalypfe:  ^^  And  he  that  fat  upon  the  Throne 
•*  faid^  I  will  renew  all  things.** 

The  celebrated  piftufe  of  the  Magdalen, 
painted  by  Le  Brun  for  the  Convent  in  which 
Madame  de  La  Valiere  refided,  has  been  falfely 
fuppofed  to  have  been  that  of  this  beautiful 
and  fincere  penitent.  The  features  are  entirely 
difiimiiar. 
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.  > 

Abjse  de  ChoisV  dedicattd  his  Tranflatioil 
t>f  Thomas-a-Kempis  to  this  celebrated  lady> 
^ith  this  motto  from  the  Pialms  \ 

^  Hear  tny  Daughter,  artd  fee,  artd  incline  thine  ear, 
**  and  the  King  (hall  defire  thy  beauty.** 

The  edition  was  foon  fiipprelTedv 

Madame  de  Maintenon  ufed  to  {ay  of  her- 
felfj  "  I  was  naturally  ambitious.  I  fought 
againft  that  paffion-.  I  really  thought  llht  1 
fhould  be  happy  when  the  defires  that  I  had 
were  gratified*  That  infatuation  lafted  only 
three  days/* 


*^  Alas,'*  fays  ftiej  ih  one  of  her  letters  to  her 
hiece,  "  why  cannot  I  give  you  my  experience  ? 
*'  why  cannot  I  fhew  you  how  the  great  are 
•"  devoured  by  ennui,  and  with  what  difficulty 
**  they  get  through  their  day  ?  Do  not  you 
"  fee  that  I  die  of  mifery  in  a  fituation  (o 
"  much  beyond  my  moft  extravagant  wifhes  ? 
**  I  have  been  young  and  pretty,  and  was  a 
*^  general  favourite*  In  a  more  advanced  age, 
^*  I  fpent  my  timp  in  cultivating  my  under-* 
^  ftanding  by  reading  aijd   by  coavcrfatbn. 

VOL.   JV.  t  "   A>v 
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At  laft  I  have  procured  the  favour  of  my 
Sovereign,  and  I  can  affure  you  that  all  thefc 

**  different  fituations  leave  a  terrible  void  in  the 

''  mind." 

"  Could  any  thing,"  fays  Voltaire,  "  unde- 
*'  ceive  mankind  with  refped  to  ambition,  this 
"  letter  would  have  that  effeft." 

Madame  de  Maintenon  one  day  aiked  Louis 
the  Fourteenth  for  fome  money  to  diftribute 
in  alms.     "  Alas,  Madam,"  replied  that  Prince, 

> 

^^i^lrijlhat  I  give  in  alms  are  merely  frefli  burthens 
upon  my  people.  The  more  money  I  ;give 
away,  the  more  I  take  from  them.  "  This," 
Sire  is  true,"  replied  Madame  de  Maintenon, 
but  it  is  right  to  eafe  the  wants  of  thofe  whom 
your  former  taxes  to  fupply  the  expences 
of  your  wars  and  of  your  buildings  have  re- 
duced to  mifery.  It  is  truly  juft  that  thofe 
who  have  been  ruined  by  you  fliould  be  fup- 
ported  by  you." 


Madame  de  Maintenon  Was  moft  affuredly 

marrie4  to  Louis.    She  furvived  him  fome  years, 

^nd  the  Reeent  Duke  of  Orleans  took  care  that 

,  the  penfion  the  King  had  left  her  fliould  be  re- 

gulariypaid.  ^ 

Peter 
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Peter  the  Great,  when  he  came  to  Paris,  was 
very  anxious  to  fee  Madame  de  Maintenon. 
She  was  very,  infirm,  and  in  bed  whejrhe  vifited 
her.  He  drew,  afide  the  curtains  to  look  at  that 
face 'which  had  captivated  her  Sovereign.  A 
blufh  o'erfpread  her  pale  cheeks  for  an  inffiant^ 
The  Czar  retired. 
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Th  e  following  account  of  this  celebrated  per- 
fonage  is  given  on  the  authority  of  M.  Falconet, 
a  learned  and  eloquent  Counfellor  of  the  laft 
Parliament  of  Dauphine. 

"  In  the  manufcript  Memoirs  of  M.  de  la 
**  Reinterie,   lately  in  the  poffeffion    of  the 

Marquis  de  Mefnlon-Roman,  at  Paris,  M. 

de  la  Reinterie  fays,  That  when  he  com- 
*'  manded  in  the  foftrefs  of  Pignerol,  a  prifoner 
"  who  was  confined  in  the  citadel  of  that  placie, 
**  one  day  fhut  the  door  of  his  room  with  great 
**  violence  upon  the  officer  who  waited  upon 
**  him,  and  ran  immediately  down  ftairs,  in 
*'  order  to  efcape  from  his  confinement:  he 
*'  was,  however,  fl:opped  by  the  centinel  at  the 
"  bottom  of  the  ftairs.  The  officer  in  the 
^  jtnean  time  cried  out  from  the  window,  that 
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the  priforter  was  making  his  efcape,  andre*' 
quelled  the  aififtance  of  the  garrifoiL  The 
office;  '^pcn  guard  immediately  came  up 
and  laid  hold  of  the  prifoner,.who  was  fcuf- 
£ing  with  the  centinel.  The  officer  drew 
"  his  fword,  when  the  prifoner  cried  out  in 
**  a  very '  commanding  tone  of  voice,  Songez 
"  a  ce  que  vous  faites^  Monfieur :  Refpe£lez  le 
^^  I^^^Z  ^^  '^^^  Souverains — Take  care  what  you 
do.  Sir :  •  Refpeft  the  blood  of  your  Sove- 
reigns.  In  the  mean  time  the  officer  who 
'*  hafl  been  locked  in  came  down  flairs,  add, 
^'  on  hearing  what  the  prifoner  had  faid,*  put 
"  his  hand  upon  his  mouth,  and  defired  all  the 
"  perfons  prefent  never,  to  mention  what  they 
"  had  heard  him  fay;  who  was  immediately 
"  recondnfted  to  his  old  apartment,  arid  guaM- 
"  ed  with  more  care  than  before. 

"  M  de  la  Reinterie  fays,  tliat  he  told  the  • 

ftory  to  a  few  confidfential.  perfons  about 

the   Court  -of  Verfailles,  whofe  names  he 

mentions  in  his  Memoirs,  and  that,  except* 

to  them,  he  always  preferved  the  moft  pro* 

found  fecreey  of  this  very  extraordinaj^  cir-' 

**  cumftance/*        •    ,  , 


»'. 


In  the  opiij^on  of  one  of  the  Minifters  of  the 
late  King  of  France^  Loiiis  the  Sixteenth,  the 

fecret 
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fecret  of  this  extraordinary  perfouage  died  with 
Louis  the  Fifteenth  and  M.  d'Argenfon,  Lieu- 
tenant de  Police.  He  was  buried  in  ihc  church 
next  to  tl>e  Baftile,  at  Paris,  by  the  nanie  of 
Marchiali, 
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HEJ^RY, 

FIFTH   DUKE   OF    GUISE, 

was  the  grandfon  of  Henry  Duke  of  Guife,  ' 
furna;ned  La  Baiafre.  He  was  intended  fojt 
the  profeffion  of  the  Church,  and  at  a  verjT 
^arly  age  was  prefented  to  the  Archbifhopriq 
of  Rheiois,  which  he  quitted,  as  well  as  the  habit 
o'faPrieft,  on  the  death  of  his  brother,  to  marry 
Anne,  Princefs  of  Mantua,  The  Cardinal  d« 
Richelieu  oppofing  the  match,  he  fled  with  his 
miftreft  to  Cologne,  where  he  quitted  her  for 
-Madame  de  Boflut,  whom  he  married,  and 
whom  he  likewife  quitted  and  returned  to 
Paris.  The  difpofition  of  his  anceflors  however 
foon  after  difcovering  itfelf  in  him,  he  engaged 
in  the  confpiracy  of  the  Count  de  Soiffons  and 
the  Court  of  Spain  againft  Richelieu.     After 

* 

having  fled  from  France  to  Rome  on  the  dif» 
covery  of  the  plot,  he  was  condemned  by  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  to  lofe  his  head.  He  foon 
afterwards  broke  with  the  Spaniards,  declared 

s  3  *ag^ft 


262  HENRY    BUKE    OF    GUISE. 

againft  them,  and  in  1647  was  elefted  'by  the 
Neapolitans,  who  had  revolted  ^ainft  Philip 
the  Fourth,  the  General  of  their  armies ;  and 
the  defender  of  their  liberty.     He  accepted 
thefe  honours  with  great  willingnefs,  and  with 
a  fingle  felucca  made  his  way  through  the  Spa- 
nifti  fleet  to  Naples,  where  he  was  received 
with  the  greateft  acclamations  of  joy ;  and  from 
whence,  after  experiencing  fome  fuccefs,  and 
having  behaved  with  greater  courage  than  con- 
duft,  not  being  properly  feconded  by  the  Court 
of  France,  he  was  obliged  to  fly,  and  being 
taken  prifoner  by  fome    Spanifli   troops,  was 
carried  to  Spain,  where  he  remained  till  1652. 
After  his  return  to  Paris,  he  diflipated  amongft 
the  pleafures  of  that  Capital,  the  afilidlion  which 
the  lofs  of  a  Crown  fo  near  to  him  had  occa- 
fioned.     He  made  a  confpicuous  figure  with 
the  Prince  of  Conde  in  the  celebrated  tourna- 
ment of  1660  in  Paris.     They  were  fliled  by 
the  Parifians,  "  Les  Heros  de  I'Hiftoire  &  de  la 
«  Fable  *r 

During  the  revolution  of  Naples,  one  of  the 
mob,   accompanied   by  a   troop  of  banditti. 


. ) 


♦  The  name  of  the  Duke  of  Guife*s  Secretary  was  Ce- 
rifantes.  The  Duke  faid,  on  fctting  out  for  Naples,  "  Every 
**  thing  in  this  expedition  exhibits  fomething  of  romance* 
'*  even  to  the  name  of  the  Secretary." 

treated 
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treated  him  With  great  infolence ;  boafting,  that 
as  he  had  cut  .off  the  head  of  the*  Duke  de 
Matalone,  he  would  likewife  cut  off  his  head. 
The  Duke,  indignant  at  fuck  brutality,  clapped. . 
fpurs  to  his  horfe,  pulhed  him  down,  and  rode . 
over  him.  Some  one  afking  him  if  he  was 
not  afraid  to  do  this,  as  he  fhould  rather  have 
endeavoured  to  appeafe  than  irritate  the  po- 
pulace of  Naples,  he  replied  with  a  fmile,  "  I 
*•  am  not  afraid  of  the  mobi     When  God 

forms  a  man  of  quality,  he  always  puts  fome-  . 

thing  between  his  two  eyes,  which  a  common^ 
*'  man  can  never  venture  to  look  at  without 
^*  trembling.** 

The  Duke  being  one  day  purfued  and  fur- 
rounded  by  an  immenfe  number  of  the  people 
qf  Naples,  who  threatened  to  kill  him,  he 
turned  round  with  gi'eat  fangfroidy  and  laid 
hold  of  one  of  the  principal  rioters.  This  bold 
aftion  produced  fuch  an  effeft  upon  the  others, 
that  they  immediately  dilperfed. 

When  the  Duke  headed  the  revolt  of  the 
Neapolitans  againft  their  Sovereign,  Philip  the 
Fourth  of  Spain,  it  was  a  time  of  revolutions : 
The  Englifti  had  beheaded  Charles  the  Firft ; 
the  Parifians  had"  taken  up  arms  againft  thei^ 
infant  Monarch,  Louis  the  Fourteenth;  the 

s  4  Portuguefe 
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Portuguefe  had  regained  their  couQtcy  from  tho 
Spaniards ;  the  Turks  had  maflacred  their  Sul- 
tan Ibrahim ;  the  Algerines  had  killed  their  Dey  i 
the  kingdom  of  Indoftan  was^  agitated  by  civil 
wars ;  and  the  Chinefe  had  been  conquered  by 
the  Tartars, 

-  The  Marquis  of  Monte  Sylvano  was  in  pri- 
fon  at  Naples,  and  was  to  have  fufFered  death. 
The  Duke  delivered  him  from  confiftement  ' 
Oft  the  day  that  he  made  his^  .entrance  into 
Naples,     Soon  after  the  Marquis  engaged  in 
a-  confpiracy  againft  the  Duke,  and  gave  arms 
to  the  confpirators.     Being  taken  aftd  brought 
to   the    Duke,   the  latter   contented   himfelf 
with  telling  him,  that  the  (bame  arifing  frora 
his  bafe  action  was  the  fevereft.punilhment- 
that  a  man  of  quality  and  courage-  like  him 
could  fufFer. 

This  fpiri ted  "Nobleman,  whofe  whple  life 
feems  to  have  confifted  merely  offo  many 
fccnes  of  romance,  and  to  have  partaken  equally 
of  bad  and  of  good  fortune,  fays  of  himfelf, 
*^  Neither  in  my  exile  at  Rome,  nor  when  I 
"  was  taken  prifoner,  nor  during  all  the  time 
^*  that  I  remained  at  Naples,  could  any  perfon 
^'  obferve  the  leaft  alteration  or  change  in  my 
^*  countenance.  The  different  events,  as  well 
§  «  pf 
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*^*  of  my  bad  as  good  fortune,  never  gave  me 
**  the  leaft  uneafinefs>  or  inquietude;  having 
^*  always  afted  with  the  f^mic  fang  froid  in  every 
*^  thing  in  which- 1 3yai  concerned,  as  if  I  had 
*^  not  the  leaft  intereft  in  it."  .    . 

The  Duke  died  g.t,Paria,  in  1664^  at  the  age 
of  fifty V  The  Memoir  of  his  Life  are  ex-^ 
tremely  entertaining.  They  are  faid  to  have 
been  compiled  by  St,  Yon,  his  Secretary^ 


4( 


CARDINAL  DE  RETZ. 

.     .    .      ;  ■  I  '    .      ' 

Henavlt  applips  the  following  :p^^e  1^ 
Tacitus,.to  this  celebrated  Demagogue:  "  Noil 
tain  pramiis  pemulorum^  quam  ipjis  perkulis^ 
lictus  pro  cerjis  et  glim  partis ^^  nova^  ambtgua^ 
^  ancipitiay  mallebat^\  The  fagacious  Riche* 
lieu  early  difcovered  thedifpoiitionof.De  Retz, 
and,  according  to  Segrais,  though  he  was  of  an 
antient  and  illuftrious  family,  never  intended  to 
give  him  a  benefice  of  any  yalue  or  confe- 
quence.  In  very  early  life  De  Retz  wrote  the 
Hiftpry  of  the  Conlpiracy  of  Fiefqui  againft 
the  Ariftocracy  of  Genoa,'*  in  which  he  took' 
the  part  of  the  Conlpirator.  He  feems  by 
ft^ture  to  have  had  all  the  qualities  requifite  to 

become 
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become  a  favourite  with  the  people.  Brav^, 
generons,  eloquent,  fiill  of  refources,  and  fet- 
tered by  no  principle,  he  dazzled  the  multitude 
of  Paris,*  who  Teem  ever* to  have  been  more 
taken  with  aftions  of  eckt^-and  of  enterprize, 
than  with  all  the  efforts  of  modeft  and  humble 
virtue. '  On  feeing  one  day  a  carbine  levelled  at 
him  by  fome  one  he  did  not  know,  he  had  the 
prefence  of  mind  to  cry  out,  **  If  your  Father, 
•'  Sir,  Were  now  feeing  what  you  were  nbout  !'* 
• — ^This  fpeech  immediately  difarmed  the  fury 
of  th^  aflaflin. 

. »  «  ' 

The  Cardinal  feems  to  have  atoned  for  the 
follies  and  irregularities  of  his  youth  by  the 
honeft  confeffion  he  made  of  them  in  his  Me- 
moirs. *  He  appears  in  them  to  have  been  a 
■       .  .  .  , 

man  of  great  talents,  arid  of  good  natural  difpo- 
fition,  perverted  by  vahity,  and  the  deiire  of  that 
diftindfcion,  which, 'if 'not^  acquired  by  honeft 
means,  difgraceS'ihftead  of  dignifying  thofe  who 
are  fo  unfortunate  ia$'  to  pofTcfs  it.  Had  he 
direfted  his  great  powers  of  mind  in  endeavours 
to  unite,  inflead  of  efforts  to  divide  his  unhappy 
and  diftrafted  country,  he  would  have  endeared 
himfelf  mofl  efFeftually  to  his  countrymen,  and 
would  have  deferved  the  praifes  of  poflerity,  by 
exhibiting  an  example  which  too  rarely  occurs, 

of 
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of  a  Politician  facrificing  his  refenttnent  to  the 
good  of  the  State. 

The  Memoirs  of  this  celebrated  Perfonage, 
written  by  himfelf,  are  extremely  fcanty  and 
imperfeft :  they  give  no  account  either,  of  the 
early  or  of  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  He  en* 
trufted  the  Manufcript  to  fome  Nuns  of  a  Con- 
vent near  Comerci  in  Lorraine,  who  garbled 
them.  James  the  Second,  however,  told  the 
laft  Duke  of  Ormond,  that  he  had  feen  a  per- 
feft  copy  of  them,  which  was  lent  to  him  by 
Madame  Caumartin. 

Joli,  his  Secretary,  defcribes  his  Mafter  in  his 
retreat  at  Comerci  in  no  very  favourable  man- 
ner ',  as  idling  away  his  time  in  hunting,  going 
to  puppet-fhows,  now  and  then  pretending  to 
adminifter  juftice  amongft  his  tenants,  writing 
a  page  or  two  of  his  own  life  in  folio,  and  fet- 
tling fome  points  in  the  genealogy  of  his  fa- 
mily— that  of  Gondi.  The  Cardinal's  reply 
to  Joli's  remonftrances  to  him  on  this  fubjeft 
was  a  curious  one :  "  I  know  all  this  as  well  as 
you  do,  but  1  don't  think  you  will  get  any 
one  elfe  to  believe  what  you  fay  of  me."  An 
opinion  fo  highly  advantageous  to  the  Cardi- 
nal's talents  and  charafter  had  gone  out  into 
the  worlds  that  the  people  of  France  coiilcj 

not 
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not  bring  thcmfelves  to  think  ill  of  one  who 
had  been  a  very  popular  Demagogue  amongfl: 
them, 

« 

On  the  day  in  which  he  was  permitted  to 
have  an  audience  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth  at 
Verfailles,  the  Court  was  extremely  full,  and  the 
hjgheft  expe<5tations  were  formed  of  the  manners 
^d  appearance  of  the  Cardinal:  when  how-- 
ever  they  faw  an  hump-back'd,  bow-legg*d, 
decrepit  old  man,  who  perhaps  did  not  feel 
much  elevated  with  his  fituation,  their  expefta- 
tions  were  fadly  difappointed  i  and  particularly 
fo,  when  his  Sovereign  merely  faid  to  him, 
*^  Your  Eminence  is  grown  very  gray  fince  I  laft 
'j  faw  you/*  To  this  the  Cardinal  replied,  **  Any: 
t'  perfon.  Sire,  who  has  the  misfortune  to  incur 
^^  your  Majefly'sdifpleafure,  will  very  readily 
f *  become  gray," 

St.  Evremond  has  preferved  an  anecdote  of 
,  f he  Cardinal's  noblenefs  of  mind  and  liberality 
during  his  retreat  at  Comerci,  As  he  was  rid- 
ing out  on  horfeback,  he  was  furrounded  by 
fpme  Spaniili  foldiers  that  were  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  Officer  however,  on  being  told 
his  name,  ordered  him  to  be  releafed,  and  dif-. 
mounting  from  his  horfe,  made  an  apology  for 
the  behaviour  of  his  foldiers.     The  Cardinal, 

taking 
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taking  a  valuable  diamond  ring  from  his  finger, 
prcfented  it  to  the^  Officer,  faying,  "  Pray,  Sir, 
^  at  leaft  permit  me  to  render  your  little  ex> 
**  curfion  not  entirely  ufelefs  to  you.** 

De  Retz  refigned  the  Archbiftiopric  of  Paris, 
and  procured  in  exchange  for  it  the  rich  Abbey 
of  St.  Denis.  He  lived  long  enough  to  pay  all 
his  debts,  and  divided  his  time  betweea-Paris 
and  St^  Denis:  at  the  latter  place  he  died  at  a 
v^ry  advanced  age,  and  in  the  ftrongeft  fenti- 
meuts  of  piety  and  devotion.  He  is  occafion- 
ally  mentioned  in  Madame  de  Sevigne*s  Let- 
ters, as  a  man  of  great  talents  for  converfation, 
and  much  afflided  with  the  head-ach.  He  had 
the  honefty  to  fay  of  himfelf,  "  Mankind  fup- 
**  pofed  me  extremely  enterprifing  and  daunt- 
**  lefe  when  I  was  young,  and  I  was  much  more 
**  fo  than  they  could  poflibly  imagine  :'*  and 
this  may  be  readily  perceived,  from  an  an- 
fwer  which  he  made  to  fome  one  who  reproached 
him,  when  he  was  young,  with  owing  a  great 
deal  of  money.  *'  Why,  man,'*  replied  he^ 
*'  Caefar,  at  my  age,  owed  fix  times  as  much  as 
^»  I  do/* 

No  one  knew  better  how  to  manage  and  cajole 
the  multitude  than  Cardinal  de  Retz  did,  yet 
hi  complains  .that  they  left  hin:^  at  the  Jnge/us* 

bell 
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bell  to  go  to  dinnen  One  of  his  maxims  re- 
fpeding  the  aflembling  of  that  many -^headed 
Monfter  fliould  be  diligently  confidered  both 
by  the  Leaders  of  Parties  and  by  the  Gover- 
nors of  Kingdoms :  "  Quiconqtie  ajfemble  le 
^  Peuple  /'^w^«/.— Whoever  brings  the  people 
"  together,  puts  them  in  a  Hate  of  commo- 
^  tion/" 


CARDINAL  JULIUS  MAZARIN, 

on  his  triumphant  return  to  Paris,  after  the 
Peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  created  a  great  number 
of  Dukes ;  and  on  being  aiked  why  he  was  fo 
profufe  of  that  honour,  replied,  "  I  will  make 
*'  fuch  a  number,  that  it  (hall  be  difgraceful  to 
*'  be  a  Duke  and  not  to  be  a  Duke/*  Though 
a  very  able,  he  was  a  very  timid  Minifter. 
His  brother  the  Cardinal  of  Aix  ufed  to  fay  of 
him,  "  Only  make  a  little  buftle,  and  he  will 
^^  defift."  One  of  his  favourite  meafures  was 
procraftination.  *^  Time  and  I  againft'any  other 
*•  two  perfonages,"  was  his  reply,  when  urged 
to  briik  and  violent  meafures. 

Mazarin  was  an  extremely  liandfome  man, 
and  had  a  very  fine  face :  this  he  was  fo  anxious 
to  preferve,  that  not  many  days  before  hQ 

diedy 
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died,  he  gave  audience  to  the  foreign  Minifters 
with  his  face  painted.  This  made  the  Spanilh 
Minifter  fay,  *'  Fbila  an  portrait  qui  refembte  i 
**  M.  ie  Cardinal^  As  Tacitus  fays  of  Tibc* 
rius,  though  now  his  ilrength  and  his  conftitu- 
tion  began  to  fail,  yet  his  diffimulation  conti- 
nued as  perfedt  as  ever. .  He  fent  for  the  Prince 
of  Condc,  and  told  him  fomething  confiden- 
tially, which  the  Prince  was  the  more  inclined 
to  believe,  as  he  faw  the  dying  ftate  in  which 
his  Eminence  was.  A  little  time  after  his  death, 
to  his  great  aftonilhment,  he  found  that  evea 
in  that  awful  fituatipn  the  Cardinal  had  not 
tdd  him  one  word  of  truth. 

Mazarin  exhibited  in  himfelf  a  lingular  in- 
ftance  of  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune.  He  was 
of  a  very  low  extraftion,  had  been  a  gambler, 
became  Prime  Minifler  of  a  great  Country,  was 
afterwards  banilhed  and  a  price  fet  upon  his 
head,  and  then  returned  triumphantly  to  his 
Adminifb'ation  with  greater  power  than  ever. 
Madame  de  Baviere  fays,  that  he  was  married  Ip 
his  Sovereign  Anne  of  Auflria,  and  that  he 
treated  her  extremely  ill. 

♦ 

The  Cardinal  was  by  no  means  a  fanguinary 

Minifler.     He  let  the  People  talk  and  write  as 

.they  pleafed,  and  he  aded  a$  he  pleafed.  A  col- 

leftion 


kaion  of  the  fatires  written  againft  him  wa§ 
preferved  in  the  Colbert  Library  at  Paris:  it 
confifted  of  forty-fix  yolutnes  in  quarto.  When 
he  laid  any  new  tax,  he  ufed  to  aik  his  confi-^^ 
dants  what  the  good  people,  of  Paris  were  do- 
ing, whether  they  were  ridiculing  him,  and  mak- 
ing fongs  and  epigrams  upon  him.  When  he 
was  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,. he  ufed  to  fay, 
•^  I  can  never  have  any  reafon  to  fear  a  Nation 
**  which  vents  its  fpleen  fo  very  gaily ;  let  them 
**  laugh  on/' 

When  the  Cardinal  was  obliged  to  quit  Paris, 
his  effefts  were  fold  at  public  audion }.  his  very 
valuable  library  was  bought  for  the  Court  of 
Brunfwick,  and  is  at  prefent  in  the  capital  of 
that  Duchy. 

Mazarin  appears  once  in  his  life  to  have  beert 
in  a  very  enviable  fituation-  When  the  French 
and  Spanifh  armies  were  drawn  up  in  orcler  of 
.battle  near  Cafal,  in  the  fpnng  of  the  year  i6^iy 
and  were  about  to  engage,  Ma&rin  galloped 
between  them  with  his  hat  in  rhis  hand,  ex- 
claiming loudly,  "  Paix !  paix  /"  The  arnuQS 
immediately  halted,  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards 
peace  was  figned  at  Qucrafque,  under  the  me- 
diation of  Urban  the  Eighth,  whofe  nephew,; 
-the  Cardinal  Legate,  Mazan^  attejided  on  that 

happjt 
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happy  occafion.  The  talents  difplayed  by  the 
latter  in  the  negotiation,  and  the  good  offices 
he  rendered  the  French  Nation,  recommended 
him  to  Louis  the  Thirteenth  and  the  Cardinal 
de  Richelieu.  Mazarin,  when  Minifter,  caufed 
a  Medal  to  be  ftruck  in  commemoration  of 
this  event,  in  which  he  is  reprefented  galloping 
between  the  two  armies.  On  the  revcrfe  is  this 
motto  "  Nunc  orbi'  fervire  labor -^^  and  how  in- 
deed can  a  man  ferve  the  world  better  than  by 
procuring  it  the  bleffings  of  peace ;  by  flopping 
the  fighs  of  the  widow,  the  tears  of  the  orphan, 
and  the  anguifh  of  the  parent ;  by  checking  the 
ravages  of  difeafe,  of  peflilence,  and  of  fartiine ; 
and  by  preventing  the  devaftation  of  the  uni- 
vierfe,  and  the  deftrudion  of  the  human  race ! 
To  any  Prime  Minifter  may  we  not  fay,  "  Ha 
*'  tibiftnt  arte$r 

Don  Louis  de  Hafo,  the  Spanifli  Minifter, 
laid  of  Mazarin,  that  he  had  one  infuperable 
dcfcft  as  a  Politician,  that  he  always  meant  to 
deceive  thofe  with  whom  he  was  treating,  anc|. 
of  courfe  put  every  one  upon  their  guard  againft 
his  tricks'  and  finefles  ^. 


•  Tbc  Spanifli  Proverb  fays  acutely,  "  A  man  is  a  fool 
**  who  does  not  confider,  that  w^ilft  he  is  thinking,  twenty 
^  perfons  arc  thittking  likeurife/' 

VOL.   IV.  '    ■    '^^T  Not 
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■ 

Not  many  days  before  the  Cardinal  died,  2 
comet  appeared  in  France.  Some  of  his  fyco- 
phants,  who  were  in  his  bed-chamber,  told  him, 
that  as  it  was  impoffible  for  a  man  of  his  rank 
and  talents  to  go  out  of  the  world  in  an  ordi- 
nary way,  this  awful  phenomenon  of  the  -  Hea- 
vens was  to  announce  to  the  world  the  death  of 
fa  great  a  Statefman  and  fo  confummate  a  Po- 
litician as  himfelf.  Mazarin  coolly  replied, 
**  £«  verttej  Mejieursy  la  comet e  me  fait  trap 
«  iThonneurr 

By  way  of  fecuring  his  eftate  to  his  heirs,  and 
of  quieting  his  confcience-  on  his  death-bed>  he 
made  a  donation  to  his  Sovereign  Louis  the 
Fourteenth  of  all  his  immenfe  property.  The 
Kii^  very  nobly  returned  it  to  his  hem. 

Befide  one  Bifhopric,  the  Cardinal  poflefle'd, 
as  Commendataiy  Abbot,  nine  rich  Abbeys  Ia 

France. 

Two  Latin  lines  well  diTcriminated  the  dif- 
ference between  the  government  of  this  wily 
and  temporizing  Minifter,  and  that  ofRiche-* 
lieu : 

Magnus  uterque  fuiu     Sid  dignum  vindice  mdum 
-H-khelius ficuity  JuUust  expUcuiu 

Two  men  arifs  and  hczxjk  fplcrtdid  natae, 

!RicheUeuajadMMWtfiii|jQf4oubtfuIfemcj        ^ 

Uflg 
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One  cuts  the  Gordian  knot  with  ardour  dreadj 
^he  other  patiently  evolves  each  threatd. 

V 

When  a  General  was  prefented  to  Mazarin. 
for  any  particular  expedition,  his  firft  queftion 
in  his  bad  French  was,  "  Eji  il  houroux  (heu- 
**  renx)  ?-t-Is  he  a  fortunate  General  ?"  Cicero^ 
when  he  recommended  Pompey  to.  the  Romaa 
people,  to  command  againft  the  Pirates,  calls 
him,  "  Semper fetix^*  fuccefs  ia general  attend- 
ing upon  thbfe  perfons  whofe  talents  and  whgfe 
diligence  entitle  them  to  it» 


COLBERT. 

Soon  after  this  great  Minifter  came  into  the 
management  of  the  finances  of  France,  he  fent 
for  the  principal  merchants  of  that  kingdom^ 
and,  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  them,  and  to 
acquire  their  confidence,  afked  them  what  he 
could  do  for  them.  They  unanimoufly  replied, 
**  Pray,  Sir,  do  nothing!  Laifez-mus /aire-^. 
•*  Only  let  us  do  for  ourfdyes*" 


M.  D^Argenfon  fays,  that  a  perfon  unknown 
<o  M.  Colbert  requeftcd  an  audience  of  him,  as 
Isaving  fome thing  of  great  importance, to  com* 
jEQunicate  to  hxau    Beii^  admitted  to  fee  M. 

Tz  Colbert, 
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Colbert,  he  with  great  gravity  advifeU  him  to 
encourage  the  trade  and  manufadures  of  his 
own  country,  which  was  large  enough  to  fupply 
itfelf  and  the  other  countries  of  Europe  with, 
what  they  wanted,  and  to  give  up  all  the  French 
colonies  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  to  the 
Dutch  and  the  Englilh,  who  had  very  little 
territory  of  their  own.  Colbert  did  not  deiga 
to  make  any  reply,  but  turned  his  extraordinary 
counfellor  out  of  the  room- 
Colbert  ordered  Chapelain,  the  Author  of 
the  Epic  Poem  of  the  "  'Pucelle^^  to  make  him 
out  a  lift  of  the  men  of  learning  and  talents  in 
France  who  either  wanted  or  deferved  penfions 
from  the  Sovereign,  and  at  the  end  of  bach  name 
to  append  the  charafter  of  their  merit.     Mo- 

• 

liere  was  thus  defcribed : — "  He  i^  acquainted 
with  the  true  charafter  of  comedy,  and,  he 
executes  it  naturally.  The  ftories  of  his  beft 
pieces  are  in  general  imitated  from  others, 
but  imitated  with  judgment.  His  plots 
are  good,  and  he  has  only  to  avoid  buf* 
foonery." 


« 


Of  that  elegant,  voluminous,  and  inaccurate 

hiftorian  Varillas,  Chapelain  fays  :  "  He  is  full 

**  of  knowledge,  particularly  that  of  theology 

*'  iind  hiftoiy. .  He  has  written  an  Account  of 

-     -  "the 
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'^  the  Rife  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  that  is  very 
**  curious,  and  has  been  very  much  read.  His 
^^  ftyle  is  neither  poliflied  nor  ornaments,  but 
«  it  is  found." 

r 

Louis  the  Fourteenth, .  at  the  inftigation  of 
Colbeit,  penfioned  feveral  men  of  learning  and 
of  fcience  in  the  different  Courts  of  Europe, 
Colbert,  by  his  orders,  wrote  the  following  letter 

» 

to  the  younger  Voffius: 


$c 


Sir, 


Although  the  King  is  ftot  your  fove- 
rpign,  he  is  ftill  very  defirous  to  become  your 
**  benefaftor,  and  has  ordered  me  to  fend  you 
"  the  inclofed  bill  of  exchange  as  a'  mark  of 
^^  his  efteem,  and  as  a  pledge  of  his  protection. 
Every  one  knows  how  worthily  you  follow 
the  example  of  your  father,  the  celebrated 
Ifaac  Voffius,  and  that  having  received  from 
^'  him  a  nairie  which  he  rendisrcd  illuftripus 
''  by  his  writings,  you  ftill  maintain  the  glory 
"  of  it  by  your  own.  This  being  known  to 
*^  his  Majefty,  he  has  great  pleafure  in  rew^d- 
"  ing  your  merit  j  and  I  have  the  more  fatifr 
^*  faction  in  being  ordered  by  his  Majefty 
^J^  tQ  make  you'  that  recompence,  as  at  the 

T  3  ^*'fame 


'*  fame  time  I  can  afiure  you  how  m'ucii  I 
**  am,  Sir, 

"  Yoyr  very  humbk  and  aflfeAionate  fervant, 

♦«  Paris,  June  2,  1663-," 

It  has  been  computed,  that  Louis's  well* 
judged  liberality  did  not  amount  to  x^ort  than 
eight  thoufand  pounds  a-year.  Fifty  or  a 
hundred  pounds  a-year  was  the  ufual  amount 
of  each  penfion.  Chapelain  got  fome thing  more 
for  himfelf,*and  that,  amongft  other  reafons,  pro^ 
cured  him  the  hatred  and  envy  of  his  contem-^ 
poraries  ^^nd  countrymen, 

« 
A  few  days  before  this  great  Financier  died^ 

JLouis  Xiy.  wrote  to  him  with*  his  own  hand, 

to  defire  him  to  manage  himfelf,  and  to  take 

fome  fuftenanc^e.     They  brought  him  a  bafoA 

of  broth,  which  he  refufed.     His  wife  faid  ra 

him,  **  Will  you  return  an  ^nfwer  to  the  King  ?'* 

He  replied,  "There  is  time  enough  for  that^ 

"  1  now  am  about  to  anfwer  to  the  King  of 

«  Kings.'* 

On  nearly  the  fame  occafion  he  faid  'to  hi^ 

wife,  **  Madam,  when   I  was  in  this  clofet 

.  ^*  bufied  in  his  Majefty's  bufinefs,  natheryou 

<^  nor   any  one    ^Ife    dared    tQ    attempt   to 


*^  qcwlie  ^  to  difturb  nlej  and, now  that  I 

*'  am  .  employed   in   bufinefs    relative  to  my 

. -"  iHly^tioo^  .you.  Are.W^niinually  intjerrupting 


^'  mer 


Colbert  honeftly  told  Louis  XIV.  that  he 
would  ruin  his  fubjefts,  if  he  continued  to  go 
on  with  thofe  great  buildings  which  he  had 
begun.  This  fpeech  made  Louis  tell  Manfard, 
his  Architeft,  ".  On  me  donne  irop  de  degout. 
**  Je  ne  veux plus fonger  d  bdtir'*  It  was,  indeed, 
high  time  tp  fay  fomething  to  Louis  on  the  fub- 
jed,  as  in  one  year,  according  to  Racine's 
^*  Fragmens  Hijloriques^^  he  fpent  fixteen  mil- 
lions of  livres  in  building. 

ft 

=  The  Minifter  of  Colbert's  parifli,  that  of  St, 
Euftache  at  Paris,  came  to  him  on  his  death-bed 
to  tell  him,  that  he  had  ordered  prayers  to  be 
pufe  up  in  his  church  to  the  Almighty  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health.  "  I  hope  not,"  replied 
Colbert :  *^  let  them  be  addrefled  to  the  Throne 
^  of  Oisce  that  I  may  find  mercy/' 


GOMBERVILLE 

publifhed  the  very  qurious  "  Memoires  du  Due 
^*  de  Neversj  *  ixi  two  volumes,  They  bc^in 
Vit  1574  and  go  down  to  1595. 

T4  He 


28o  OOMBERVILLE. 

He  was  a  quiet  inofFenfivc  man  of  letters, 
and  refidcd  chiefly  with  the  illuftrioiis  hermits 
of  Port  Royal.  He  made  this  fimple  and  el§^ 
gant  Epitaph  for  himfelf: 

.  Les  grands  ^hargent  hur  fepulture 
De  cent  eloges  fuperflus ; 
Ma  naijfance  fut  fort  obfcurey 
Et  ma  mart  encore  plus. 

Whilft  pompous  epitaphs  in  trophied  ftatp 
The  tombs  embelhfh  of  the  rich  and  great, 
few  words  my  humble  lot  may  teftify, 
Obfcure  I  liv'd  and  mpre  obTcui-ely  die. 


■«■ 


DUG  DE  LA  ROCHEFOUCAULT. 

^'  The  Author  of  the  celebrated  Maxima 
^'  which  bear  his  name,  was  not  a^man  of 
^*  learning/*  fays  Segrais,  **  but  he  was  a  man 
**  of  great  good  fenfe,  and  had  a  perfeft  know- 
^^  ledge  of  the  world.  This  put  him  upon  mak- 
^^  ing  refledtions,  and  upon  reducing  into  apho- 
^^  rifms  what  he  had  been  able  to  difcover  in  the 
^^  heart .  of  man,  wit|i  which  he  was  moft  inti-^ 
.*'  mately  acquainted," 

M.  de  Ja  Rochefoucault  was  fo  accurate  lA 
the  compofition  of  his  little  book,  that  as  he 
finiflied  a  Maxim,  he  ufed  to  fencj  it  to  hia 
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friends  for  their  opimon  upon  it,  Segrais  af- 
ferts,  that  fome  of  his  Maxims  were  altered 
thirty  times.  The  Maxim,  "  that  it  (hews  a 
•'  wretched  poverty  of  mind,  to  h^ye  but  one 
^  fprt  of  underftanding,"  took  its  rife  froiu 
Boileau  and  Racine,  who  were  extremely  ig- 
norant of  every  thing  except  poetry  and  lite- 
rature, 

m 
I 

*^  M,  de  la  Rochefoucault,'*  adds  Segrais, 
^^  would  have  made  a  better  Governor  •  for 
^^  the  Dauphin,  Louis  the  Fourteenth's  only 
^*  fon,  than  the  Duke  of  Montaufierj'V  being 
a  man  of  great  fweetnefs  of  temper,  extremely 
infinuating  in  his  .addrefe,  and  exceedingly 
agreeable  in  converfation,  M.  de  la  Roche* 
foucaplt  could  never  belong  to  the  French  Aca* 
demy,  as  he  could  never  mufter  up  courage 
enough  to  deliver  to  the  Academy  the  fpeech 
which,  it  was  neceffary  to  make  in  order  to  be 
admitted  into  that  body. 

This  acute  Nobleman  was  an  inftance  of  the 
truth  of  one  of  his  own  Maxims : 

^'  There  ^re  certain  perfons  who  would  never 
*'  have  been  in  love,  had  they  not  beqn  told 
"  that  fuch  a  paffion  really  exifted  :'* 

for  h^  ufed  to  fay,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 


iove  but  from  Romances;  and  that  be  had 
nev^r  felt  that  pafiion  in  his  owa  per£3n^   . .. 

Dr.  Johnlbn  nfed  to  fay  of  Rochcfotusault'^ 
Maxims,  that  it  was  almost  the.only  Book  writ- 
ten by  a  Gentleman  which  Authors iby.profcflfcn 
•fcad  any  reafon  to  l?e  afrai^  oK 


The  Duke  very  wifely  never  -  difputcd  in 
company.  If  any  perfon  differed  from  him 
**  in  opinion,  he  merely  iaid.  Sir,  you  are  then 
^  k£  tha^  opinidn  ?  I  am  rf  mine :  and  fo  the 
-^  naatt^r  refted,**  fays  Segrais  *.     - 


■wr— ■^•■w 
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according  to  Aubrey,  always  wrote  his  Advet'^ 
Jari^  or  Common-Places  on  on^J  iide  only*  of  a 
Iheet  (rf  paper,  fo  that,  as  occafion  requrre'd,  lie 
only  tore  his  papers,  s^nd  fixed  them  together, 
^n4  3^<>¥i4  f<^  feiwi  theni  to  the  pr^fs  without 

♦  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  wouM  never^  difpute  m  cowpany^ 
Y'^hca  \tt  had  delivered  an  opinipa  which  any-one  cbofe 
|o  controvert,  he  never  was  at  the  pains  to  defend  it,  but 
tpsmtetited  himftflf  with  faying,  ^  I  believe,  SJr,  if  you  wiH 
f*  be  at  "the  .tro(uble  af  examining  my  opinion,  you  will 
4f  find  I  hiyt  very  goo4  r^fon^  fo^  it,'* 

any 
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Itny  more  tranfcribing^    This  fayed  him  ^  great 
4€al  c^  trouble. 

According  to  the  Authors  of  the  Journal  de 
Itrevoux^  no  two  men  of  learning  ever  differed 
more  than  Gerard  Voffiiw  and  his  fon  Ifeac  ii| 
the  difpofitioii  of  their  minds.  ♦*  The  fsi^ther,** 
fay  they,  "  formed  his  opinions  upon  what  he 
^*  read ;  the  fon  took  up  an  opinioi^,  and  read 
^'  only  to  eftablifli  it.  The  father  was  anxious 
^'  to  get  ^t  the  true  meaning  of  an  author  whom 
^^  he  coiifulted — to  add  to  him  no  opinions  of 
^*  his  own  J  the  fon  took  all  poffible  pains  to 
^*  mak^  the  authors  whom  he  confulted  think 
^'  as  he  thought,  and  never  piqued  himfelf  upon 
**  making  exadt  quotations  from  their  writings, 
**  The  father  looked  upon-  the  authors  whom 
**  he  rejid  as  his  m^fters  j  the  fon  looked  upoi^ 
^*  t^epi  as  bis  flaves^  whom  he  could  by  torture 
.^*  force  to  fay  whatever  he  pleafed*  The  father 
<*  was^  anxioiis.  tP  inftruft,  the  fpn  to  aftoiiifli 
*^  mankind/* 

The  fon,  Ifaac  Voflius,  affefted  to  believe  in 
the  pretended  antiquity  of  the- Chinefe  nation, 
which  he  extended  infinitely  b^y^nd  the  anti-r 
quity  of  the  Hebrews,  He  eafily  give  .  credit 
to '  tiie  exaggerated  accounts  of  travellers^  and 
f^gmed  Xo  have  a  paflion  for  believing  in  the 

marvellous 
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marvellous  and  the  incredible.  This  made 
Charles  the  Second  fay  of  him, "  This  M.  Voffius 
•*  is  indeed  a  very  extraordinary  man !  he  be- 
••  Kevcs  in  every  thing  except  in  his  Bible/* 


,      .  _.  5ALMASIUS. 

•    .     <  > . 

r  »  • 
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The  lovers  of  literature  mufl  much  regret 
that  M-.Lantin,  who  had  converfed  a  good 
deal  with  this  great  fcholar,  and  'man  of  ge- 
neral knowledge,  did  not  make,  as  he  had 
once  thought  of  doing^  a  *^  Salmafiaua/*  Sal- 
mafius  ufed  to  read  and'write  in  the  midft  of 
his  menage,  in  comps^ny  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
ifren,  cpmpletely  unaffefted  by  their  noife.  By 
way  of  faving  himfelf  the  trouble  of  turning  the 
paper^  he  lifed  to  write  upon' rolls  of  paper; 
imd  when  he  was  afked  how  near  h^  was  to 
finifliing  any  work,  he  ufed  to  fay,  not  that 
he  had  fb  many  fh'eets,  but  that  he  had  fo 
many  rolls  of  paper  to  finiih.  Voffius  tells  an 
anecdote  of  Salmafius,  which  fhews  how  high 
an  opinion  he  entertained  of  his  own  talexits  an4 
learning.  , 


M.  Gaulmin  and  Mauflac  meeting  Sal- 
mafius one  day  in  the  King's   Library  at 
f  Paris,  M .  Gaulqain  f^id,  I  think  that  we  three 
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«  are  a  match  for  all  the  learned  men  in  Eu- 
^*  rope  taken  together.  Add  to  them  aiU  rc-^ 
^*  plied  Salmafius,  yourfelf  and  M.  de  Mauffac^ 
**  and  I  could  be  a  match  for  you  all/* 

«  The  laft  tkne/'  lays  M.  Lantin,  « that 
**  Salmafius  was  at  Dijon,  I  had  fome  conver  - 
•'  iktion  with  him  refpe6ting  the  troubles  and 
**  the  civil  war  of  England  between  Charles  tlic 
^  Firil  and  his  Parliament.  He  feemed  to  be 
^*  of  the  opinion  of  the  High  Prelbyteriaa 
^*  party,  who  feemed  to  wifli  that  the  King 
*'  fliould  be  neither  depofed  nor  brought  to 
**  the  fcafFold,  *but  that  his  power  fliould  be  in 
**  fome  refpcfts  curtailed  and  reduced.  Sal- 
*^  mafius  thought  an  union  of  the  Catholic  and 
**  of  the  Proteftant  Church  impoiiible,  and 
**  that  the  plan  of  Grotius  on  that  fubjeft 
^*  would  never  fucceed/* 

Salmafiusr  was  born  at  Saumur  in  France,  in 
the  town  and  on  the  day  on  which  the  Duke 
and  Cardinal  of  Guife  were  maflacred  by  order 
of  Henry  the  Third.  On  being  aiked  when 
he  was  born,  he  replied,  in  allu£on  to  theie 
xxiaflacres. 

Cum  cecidttfaU  Conful  uUrque  farL 

Salmafius 
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Salmafius  ufed  to  fay*  he  had  oiite  fetA  tlid 
Journal  of  Meyric  Gafaubon,  which  he  kept 
in  Latin ;  and  that  amongfl  other  entries  wad 
the  following  t  "  Deus  hnCy  hodii  cattllus  tneui 
•'  peSline  meo  pexus  eji!^  Salmafius  had  made 
coUe&ions  for  the  hiftory  of  the  European  fur- 
names,  which  he  faid  were  in  general  derived 
cither  from  baptifmal  names,  from  the  names 
of  provinces  and  towns,  from  the  names  of 
trades  and  profeffions,  or  from  peculiarities  of 
perfon. 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Cardinal  Riche- 
lieu, a  friend  of  Salmafius  was  foliciting  a 
penfion  for  him  from  that  Minifter,  in  order 
to  keep  in  France  a  perfon  of  his  (Salmafius's) 
talents.  Salmafius  faid,  "  that  he  believed  he 
fhould  with  difficulty  be  prevailed  upon  to 
receive  a  penfion  from  the  Court  of  France,' 
**  as  fo  much  time  and  pains  were  employed 
•'  in  procuring  the  payment  of  it/*  He  faid, 
however,  "  he  would  very  willingly  receive  the 
**  profits  of  fome  landed  property,  if  the  King 
"  would  have  the  kindnefs  to  grant  it  him/' 
2tod  having  afterwards  underflood  that  this  offer 
was  made  him  on  the  condition  that  he  fhould 
write  the  hiflory  of  the  adminiftration  of  Riche- 
lieu, he  faid,  "  that  he  perhaps  ftiould  not  de- 

*'  ferve 


cc 
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*  ferve  it,  .as'fe  was  riot  a  ftnn  to  facnficc  his 
.'  pen  toflsttoy.'V 

Madame  de  Saumaife  was  a  great  (hrew,  and 
led  her  huftand  a  weary  life ;  fhe  however  ufed 
to  fay  of  him,  "  that  he  Was  the  beft  gentle- 
"  man  amongft  the  fcholars,  and  the  befl,  fcholaf 
"  amongftthcgentlemenof  his  time." 

Salmafius,  afte 
account   trf"  his 
rafided  in  Hollan 
de  Marre,  thus  t 
ing  his  literary  friends : 

"  Every  Sunday  night  he  had  a  circle  of 
•*  fifteen  of  twenty  perfons  of  note;  fuch  as 
"  M.  L'Empereur,  De  Laet,  Grotius,  &c. 
**  whofe  converfation  afforded  both  inftruftioa 
"  and  amufement.  Thechlef  part  of  the  time 
*•  that  we  were  with  him  we  fat  round  a  great' 
*'  fire,  on«  corner  of  which  he  kept  to  himfelf, 
**  and  Madame  de  Saumaife  had  the  other- 
**  She  occafionally  mixed  in  the  converfation, 
**  and  took  efpecial  cAre  that  not  one  of  the 
"  company  fliculd  go  away  without  having' 
*'  received  a  fharp  word  0r  two  from  her. 
**  Salmalius  was  not  naturally  inclined  to  talk, 
**  bat  when  onco  he  began  he  difplayed  a 
6  "  wonder- 
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**  wonderful  fertility  of  mind,  and  an  immcnfe 
**  erudition.  I  remember  once,  that  I  took  to 
"  Salmafius*  circle  a  French  gentleman  who 
**  had  never  feen  him  j  and  as  we  were  going 
**  thither,  we  agreed  to  make  him  talk  about 
*'  th«  amufements  o£  the  field.  We  put  him 
•*  upon  that  fubjcft,  and  my  friend  tdd  me 
*'  on  his  return,  that  himfelf,  who  was  an  old 
fportfman,  could  not  have  talked  more  per- 
tinently upon-  the  matter.  He  was  aftoniffied 
that  a  man  of  letters,  who  had  fpent  fo  mudr 
time  in  his  fttidy,  and  who  was  befides  fo  bad 
a  horfeman,  had  been  able  to  pick  up  fuch- 
variety  of  information  upon  a  fubjedk  not 
peculiarly  interefting  to  him,  for  he  told  us 
not  only  what  he  had  been  able  to  get  frdm 
"  thofe  who  had  exprefsly  written  upon  thd* 
fubjeft,  but  what  he  could  not  know,  unlefs* 
he  had  really  been  upon  the  ground,  and 
had  himfelf  killed  a  great  quantity  of  game. 
**  Our  converfation  was  often  infefted,'*  fays' 
Sorbiere,  "  if  I  may  fo  ufe  the  word  to  exprefs 
"  more  ftrongly  our  indignation,  by  a  Scotch* 
"  Profeflbr,  by  name  David  Stuart,  a  Regent ' 
*'  of  a  College,  who  in  the  duUeft  and  moft 
"  infipid  manner  contradicted  every  thing  that ' 
"  was  advanced ;  and  this  tirefome  fellow  made 
"  us  lofe  much  of  the  converfation  of  Sal- 
^  mafius^  to  whom  indeed  we  afterwards  com- 

.  f  plained. 
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^  plained,  that^he,  who  was  in  general  pretty 
apt  to  be  violent  on  fucli  occafions,  did  not 
reprefs  the  pedantry  of  the  Scotch  Profeffor ; 
repeating  to  him^  "  Oro  qui  reges  cotffuevis 
toiler e,  tur  non  hunc  regem  jugulas  ?    Operum 

**  hoc  miki  crede  tuorum  ^.** 

Salmafius,  not  contented  with  attacking 
Milton's  arguments  in  defence  of  the  execu*- 
tion  of  Charles  the  Firft^  attacked  the  Lati- 
nity  of  his  verfes.  He  begins  his  Apology  for 
Charles  the  Firft  in  this  Angular  manner : 

« 

^*  O  ye  Englifh,  who  tofs  about  the  heads 
**  of  Kings  as  if  they  were  tennis-balls,  and 
^^  play  at  bowls  with  crowns,  and  treat  fcepters 
V  with  no  more  regard  than  if  they  were 
«  toys  V 


I  \ 
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exhibits  one  of  the  moft  ft/iking  Inftances  of 
the  precocity  of  the  human  inteiled.  **  At 
"  the  age  of  four  years,"  fays  Bernier,  "  he 
*'  ufed  to  declaim  his  little  fermons;  at  the 
age  of  feven  he  ufed  to  fteal  away  from  his 
parents,  and  fpend  a  great  part  of  the  night 
in  obferving  the  ftars.  Tliis  made  his  friends 
vol,.  IV.    •  u  "  fay. 
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"  fay,  that  he  was  born  an  Aftfonomcr.    At 

"  this  age'  he  had  a  difpute  with  the  boys  of 

*'  his  village,  whether  the  moon  or  the  clouds 

"  moved:  to  convince  them  that   the  moon 

"  did  not  move,  he  took  them  behind  a  tree, 

"  and  made  them  take  notice  that  the  moori 

"  kept  its  fituation  between  the  fame  leaves, 

**  whilft  the  cloxids  pafled  on.     This  early  dif- 

pofition  to  obfervation  induced  his  parents 

to  cultivate  his  talents;  and  the  clergyman 

of  his  village  gave  him  the  firft  elements  of  • 

learning.     His  ardor  for  ftudy  became  then 

extreme ;  the  day  was  not  long  enough  for 

hun,  and  he  often  read  a  good  part  of  the 

night  by   the    light  of  the  lamp  that  was 

♦'  burning  in  the   church  of  his-  village,  his 

family  being  too  poor  to  allow  him  candles 

for  his  nodurnal  ftudies.     He  often,"  adds 

Bernier,   "  took  only  four  hours  lleep  in  the 

night.      At  the  age  of  ten,  he  harangued 

his  Bilhop  in   Latin  (who  pafled   through 

Gaflendi's  village  on  his  Vifitation)  with  fuch 

"  eafe  and  fpirit,  that  the  Prelate  exclaimed^ 

"  That  lad  will  one  day  or  other  be  the  wonder 

"  of  his  age  !!' 

"  I  had  tiie  curiofity,**  fays  St.  Evremond, 
•^  to  vifit  Gaflendi.  After  a  very  long  conver- 
"  fation,  in  which  he  difcufled  fome  very  feri- 

"  ous 
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**  Otis  fubjefts,  he  complained  that  Nature  had 
given  fuch  a  degree  of  extent  to  our  cu- 
^iofity,  and  fuch  very  narrow  limits  to  our 
knowledge.     This,  ht  affured  me,  he  did  not 
fay  to  mortify  the  prefumption  of  any  per- 
fon,  or  from  an  afFeded  humility,  which  is  a 
"  kind  of  hypocrify.     He  did  not  pretend  to 
deny  but    that    he   knew  what  might   be 
thought  on    many   fubjeds,   but  he  dared 
not  venture   to  affirm  that  he  completely 
^*  uhderftood  any  one.    His  manner  in  conver- 
fation  was  extremely  agreeable;  he  had  a 
very  polifhed  and  elegant  underftanding ;  he 
had  a  gr^at  deal  of  delicate  repartee ;  he  was 
"  in  general    filent,  never   oftentatioufly  ob- 
truding upon  other  people  either  the  acute- 
nefs  of  his  underftanding  or  the  eloquence  of 
"  his  converfation ;  he  was  heVer  in  a  hurry  to 
"  give  his  opinion,  before  he  knew  that  of  the 
"  perfons  who  w6re  converfing  with  him.  When 
"  men  of  learning  introduced  themfelves  to 
him,  he  was  contented   with   behaving  to 
them  with  great  civility,  and.was  not  anxious 
to^  furprize  their  admiration  by  letting  him- 
"  felf  out  before  them.     The  entire  tendency 
"  of  his  ftudies  was  to  make  himfelf  wifer  and 
"  better ;  and  to  have  this  intention  more  con- 
ftantly  before  his  eyes,  he  had  infcribed  all  his 
books  v/ith  thefe  words,  Sapere  atide'* 

u  ^  This 


CC 


CC 

cc 

(C 


CC 
CC 


t^l  «AS8EKI>I« 

This  great  Philofopher  was  perhaps  one  of 
the  hardeft  ftudcnts  that  ever  exifted.  In  gene- 
ral he  rofe  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
read  or  wrote  till  eleven,  when  he  received  the 
vifits  of  his  friends.  He  afterward  at  twelve 
made  a  very  {lender  dinner,  at  which  he  drank 
nothing  but  water,  and  fat  down  to  his  books 
s^ain  at  three.  There  he  remained  till  ei^t 
o'clock,  when,  after  having  eaten  a  very  light 
fupper,  he  retired  to  bed  at  ten*  His  means 
of  life  were  very  fraall;  but,  as  M.  Beraier 
in  his  Epitaph  upon  him  fays, 

Fixitjtne  qiurela^  forte  fud  contentus 

Inferioris  nota^  amUts  jucundijfimuu 

Firisy  imperioy  au^oritate^  dodfrirtd^ 

Sapientsdy  prajiantijfmus^ 

Accepujftmusy  chartjfimtis. 

Non  apud  exieros  folumy 

Sed  in  patria  fua 

AmorenUi  venerationemy 

Mirituiy  conpicutus* 

Gaflendi  appears  to  have  died  of  his  phy- 
.ficians.  They  bled  him  fourteen  times  in  a 
dyfentery,  which  he  had  at  the  age  of  fixty-onc 
years.  During  the  courfe  of  his  illnefs,  he  hint- 
cd  to  them  that  as  he  was  not  young,  and  was 
extremely  debilitated,  he  thought  they  might  as 
well,  perhaps,  difcontinue  the  bleedings.  In 
fpite  of  this  remonftrance,  they  purfued  their. 
8  crue^ 


GASSEKBI*  293 

ttutl  opcrafions  till  they  reduced  him  to  the 
^eateft  extremity  of  weaknefe.  Gui  Patin  told 
him  of  the  danger  he  was  in,  and  recommend- 
ed to  liim  to  fettle  his  worldly  affairs.  The 
patient,  lifting  up  his  h^ad  from  his  pillow,  faid 
foiilingly  to  him. 

Omnia  pracepiy  atque  anlm  mecum  ante  per egi. 

As  he  was  dying  he  defired  his  Secretary  to 
put  his  hand  gently  upon  his  heart,  and  faid  to 
him,  "  Mon  ami^  voila  ce  que  c*eji  que  la  vie  de 
^  Vhomme — My  friend,  fee  what  the  life  of  man 
^  is," — Gaffendl  had,  long  before  he  (aid  this, 
•received  the  SacrameQts  according  to  the  rites 
pf  the  Church  of  Rome. 

Like  our  Dr.  Johnfon,  Gaffendi  was  a  great 
repeater  of  verfes  in  the  feveral  languages  with 
which  he  was  converfant.  He  made  it  a  rul^, 
every  day  to  repeat  fix  hundred.  He  could 
repeat  fix  thoufand  Latin  verfes,  befide  all  Lu-^ 
Cretius,  which  he  had  by  heart.  He  ufed  to 
fay,  "  that  it  is  with  the  memory  as  with  all 
♦*  other  habits.  Do  you  wifh  to  ftrengthetx  it, 
^  or  to  prevent  its  being  ejifeebled,  as  it  gene^ 
rally  happens  when  a  man  is  growing  old, 
exercife  it  continually,  and  in  very  early  life 
♦*  get  as  many  fine  verfes  by  heart  as  you  can : 
^  tjipy  aitiuf?  the  mind,  and  keep  i|t  in  a  cer- 
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•^  tain  degree  of  elevation  which  inlpires  dignity 
^^  and  grandeur  of  fcntiment." 

Gaflendi's  adverfaries  accufed  Jiim  of  want  of 
religion.  This  imputation  feems  ill-founded, 
as  every  Sunday  and  holiday  he  faid  mafs  as  a 
prieft:  and,  according  to  Gui  Patin,  the  dif- 
order  of  which  he  died  was  owing  ^o  h\^  keep- 
ing Lent  too  ftridly,  contrary  to  the  advice  of 
that  learned  phyfician. 

The  principles  of  moral  condufl:  which  h/e 
laid  down  for  the  direftion  of  his  life  were, — To 
Icnow  and  fear  God. — Not  to  be  afraid  of  death*; 
and  to  fubmit  quietly  to  it  whenever  it  (hould 
happen. — To  avoid  idle  hopes,  as  well  as  idle 
fears. — Not  to  defer  till  to-morrow  any  inno- 
cent amufement  that  may  take  place  to-day.— 
To  defire  nothing  but  what  is  neceflary.— -To 
govern  the  paflions  by  reafon  and  good  fenfe, 

.Gaflendi  was  a  mofl  excellent  aftronomcr, 
and  had  a  mind  fo  fraught  with  knowledge,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fo  divefted  of  prejudice,  that 
he  wrote  againft  Ariftotle  (a  bold  attempt  in 
the  time^  in  which  he  lived),  and  offered  to 
prove,  that  many  things  which  that  great  ge-^ 
nius :  had  advanced  in  philofophy  were  wrong. 
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'Yet  how  vain  are  the  fpeculat'ions'^of  the  moft 
CQmprehenfive  minds,  when  tmaffifted  by  know- 
ledge and  experience  !  Gaflendi,  who  was  a 
dabbler  in  anatomy  and  medicine,  wrpte  a  trea- 
jtife  to  prove  that  man  was  intended  by  nature 
to  live  only  on  vegetables. 

In  ojie  of  the  letters  of  this  celebrated  philo- 
fopher  he  fays,  that  he  was  confulted  by  his 
friend  and  patron  the  Count  d'Alais,  Governor 
of  Provence,  on  a  phenomenon  that  haunted 
his  bed-^chamber  while  he  was  at  Marfeilles  ofi 
fome  bufinefs  relative  to  his  office.  The  Count 
tells  Gaffendi,  that  for  feveral  fucceffive  nights, 
as  foon  as  the  candle  was  taken  away,'  he  and 
his  Countefs  faw  a  luminous  (peftre,  fometimes 
pf  an  oval,  fometimes  of  a  triangular,  form ; 
that  it  always  difappeared  when,  light  came  into 
the  room }  that  he  had  often  ftruck  at  it,  but 
could  difiiover  nothing  folid.  Gaffendi,  as  a 
natural  philofopher,  endeavoured  to  Recount 
for  it;  fometimes  attributing  it  to  fome  c|e- 
feft  of  vifion,  or  to  fome  dampnefs  of  the 
room  i  infinuating  that  perhaps  \t  might  be  feijt 
frpn^  l^e^ven  to  him,  tg  give  him  a  warning  in 
due  time  of  fomething  that  fliould  happen. 
The  fpeftre  continued  its.vifits  all  the  time 
that  he  (laid  at  Marfeilles ;  and  fome  years  af- 
Jprwards*  op  Jjieir  return  to  Aix,  the  Countj?fs 
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d'Alais  confefTed  to  her  hufhand,  that  (he 
played  him  this  trick,  by  means  of  one  of  her 
women  placed  under  the  bed  with  a  phial  of 
phofphorus,  with  an  intention  to  frighten  him 
away  from  Marfeilles,  a  place  in  which  (he  very- 
much  diiliked  to  live, 

Gui  Patin,  who  attended  Gaflendi  as  his 
phyfician  in  his  laft  illnefs,  writes  thus  to  M, 
Spon :  "  I  have  juft  now  left  Gaflendi  between 
*^  two  Priefts,  Sic  itur  ad  aftray  where,  great 
^*  Aftronomer  and  Philofopher  as  he  is,  Ikj 
**  will  know  more  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
^'  than  he  ever  could  know  here  in  the  courlc 
^}  of  his  whole  life," 


FATHER  MABILLON, 

Louis  the  Fourteenthwasdefiroustofee  this 
celebrated  Benediftin.  Le  Tellier,  ArchbiQiop 
of  Rheims,  prefented  him  to  his  Majefty  in  thefe 
words :  "  Sire,  I  have  the  honour  to  prefent  to 
you  the  *  moft  learned  man  in  your  domi- 
nioiis/'  Bofluet,  who  was  prefent,  added^ 
*^  Sire,  and  the  moft  modeft.** 

An  Englifh  Gentleman,  wifliing  to  confult 
M.  Du  Cange  on  fome  fubjcft  of  antiquity, 

was 


was  referred  by  him  to  Mabillon,  On  applying 
to  Mabillon,  he  defired  him  to  confult  M/  Du 
Cange.  Why,  my  good  Father,  hfe  told  me  to 
**  addrefs  myfelf  to  you.'* — ^^  H?  is  my  Maf^ 
*^  ter,  I  affure  you.  Sir,"  replied  the  Benediftin, 
^*  14  however,  you  continue  to  honour  me 
^*  with  your  vifits,  I  will  communicate  to  you 
<^  the  little  that  I  know," 

Clement  XI.  on  hearing  of  Mabillon's  death, 
wrote  to  the  illuftrious  Congregation  of  St* 
Maur,  to  defire  that  they  would  buiy  their  de* 
ceafed  colleague  in  a  place  of  diflinguiihed  fe- 
pulture ;  "  for,"  added  he,  "  all  the  men  of 
**  learning  who  come  to  Paris  will  not  fail  to 
*'  inquire  where  you  havje  placed  him — uti  po-- 

Dom'  Rouflel  made  an  infcription  for  him. 
The  eulogium  it.  contains  may  be  recommended 
to  the  notice  of  many  perfons  who  feerti  to  makiQ 
lip  in  arrogance  their  inferiority  of  knowledge 
^o  this  modeft  Benedi^in, 

Omnium  hominum  fibi  conclliavit  animo^. 

Hominum  mitiilimus; 

In  ipfis  etiam  liter arits  difcrepationibu^ 

Nemini  afper. 

Nemini  laefit,  c^tiam  laefus* 

Jpcfibentem  incit^bsit  Veritas^ 

^erts^teo^ 
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Ceit^tem  moderabatur  lenitas, 

ViiKentem  coronabat  Veritas^ 

Coroiutum  ornabat  iiumilitas^ 

*      '♦      « 

Cceleilis  gloriae  cupidos,^ 

Mundanam  fprtvlu 

Reipexit  mercedem 

Qgm^  dare  fe^enC  homines 

Van?,  vanum. 

Nunam  in  cFauftro  tenuit  dlgnitateni, 

Omnes  meruit. 

Cum  literarum  ftudiTs 

Virtutum  fludia  conjunsut,    . 

Ut  altemo  fcedere. 

Scientia  pieCatem 

Pictas  {ciemiam  adjuvaret 
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Princes  and  great  men  are  but  too  apt  to 
d^rade  their  own  dignity,  and  to  render  the 
iituation  of  dependence  more  ungrateful  and 
unpalatable  than  it  is  of  neceflity,  by  playing 
praftical  jokes  upon  thofe  perfons  who  are  about 
them,  Xhe  celebrated  L^tin  Poet  Santeuil 
died  of  one  of  thefe  princely  gambols.  Some 
Spanifti  fnufF  was  put  into  a  glafs  of  wine,  by 
order  of  the  Duchefs  of  Bourbon,  which  he 
w^s  obliged  tQ  drink,  and  h^  died  a  few  day^ 

afterward^ 


afterwards  in  the  moft  horrid  tortures,  In  con- 
feqpjence  of  it. 

Santeuil,  who  was  a  quibbler,  and  un  hqmme 
cux  bons  mots^  died  as  he  lived ;  for,  on  her  High- 
nefs's  (fon  AlteJJe)  fending  one  day  to  know 
how  he  did  when  h^  was  in  ih^  agonies  of 
death,  on  hearing  the  word  Alfejfe^  he  turned 
his  eyes  up  to  Heaven,  repeating  "  Tu  Joins 
*^  AltiffimuSy^  and  died  immediately. 

Santeuil  wrote  fome  excellent  Hymns  *fqr 
the  fervice  of  the  Catholick  Churph,  which  arc 
ftill  in  ufe.  He  ufed  frequently  to  fay,  that 
though  every  one  was  expected  to  go  to  church, 

•  The  conclufion  of  Ws  Hymn  to  Holy  Women  is  ex* 
quifite.  He  thus  concludes  his  defcription  of  the  Virtuous 
Woman: 

Non  ilia  luxu  veflium, 
Non  crine  torto  fplenduit, 
Cultu  nitens  fed  iimplici 
Puris  placebat  moribust 

Sc  fub  ferenU  vultibus 
Auftera  virtus  occulit. 
Timet  vid^j,  x^t  f^um 
Dum  prodit,  amittat  decus. 

Fafcenda  coelefli  cibo, 
Sacris  iludebat  literls, 
Templo  frequens,  fed  fedul^ 
^    S^e^ib^t  ad  curam  donii^s< 
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he  (hould  be  excepted,  as  he  could  not  prevent 
himfelf  from  hearing  hiS  own  hymns  fung  there, 
perhaps  with  too  much  fatisfa^ion  for  a  pious 
man. 

Santeuil,  who  had  never  taken  Prieft's  orders, 
jeated  himfelf  one  day  in  a  Confefiional  Chair 
that  belonged  to  his  Convent,  and  leaned  over 
the  elbow  of  it,  as  if  in  expeftation  of  receiving 
a  Penitent.  A  handfome  woman  approached, 
knelt  down,  and  began  to  enumerate  her  frail- 
ties. Santeuil,  who  was  pleafed  with  it  at  firft, 
foon  became  tired  of  it,  and  by  way  of  putting 
a  flop  to  his  Penitent,  cried  out,  "  Why,  you 
•*  fimpleton,  I  am  no  Prieft !  why  do  you  trou-. 
^'  ble  me  with  all  this  detail  ?"-^«  Oh,  Sir,"  re, 
plied  the  woman,  '^  I  (hall  go  immediately  and 
**  tell  your  Superior  of  your  improper  and  fcan- 
**  dalous  conduft." — ^*^hall  you  fo,  my  charm- 
^*  ing  Penitent  ?"  replied  Santeuil :  "  then  } 
i*  ^lall  go  ^nd  tell  your  hufband  pf  your's, 
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exhibits  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  earlieft  defig* 
nation  of  the  human  mind  to  a  particylar  pur-^ 
fuit,  and  the  futility  of  an  attempt  to  thwart 
jind  repr?fs  it,   'Pafcars  farther  wa3  a,  man  of 

fcienccj 


(cience,  and  Was  occafionally  vifited  by  the  great 
tnathetnatici^ns  of  his  country*     Pafcal,  who 
was  then  quite  a  child,  was  prefent  at  their  vi- 
fits,  and  heard  their  converfation,  which  chiefly 
turned  uJ>on   fcience,  and    more  particularly 
upon  that  which  they  profcffed.     He  was  very 
attentive  to  what  th^y  faid,  and  conceived  fuch 
H  paffion  for  matliematics,  that  he  preflcd  his 
lather  very  much  to  permit  him  to  ftudy  them« 
This  the  fathei"  refufed,  as  thinking  it  better 
that  his  fon's  early  years  fliould  be  given  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages  j 
and  put  out  of  his  way  all  the  books  he  might 
happen  to  have  that  treated  of  mathematics* 
Pafcal  (then  eleven  years  of  age),  at  his  leifure 
hours,  ufed  to  retire  to  an  upper  chamber  ia 
his  father's  houfe,  where  he  employed  himfelf 
in  tracing,  with  fand  upon  the  floor,  the  figures 
of  triangles,  of  parallelograms,  of  circles^  &c^ 
without  knowing  the  names  of  them.    *^  There 
**  he  compared,"  fays  his  Biographer  (Madame 
du  Perrier,  who  was  his  fitter),  "  their  feveral 
**  relations  and  proportions;  and  by  degrees, 
**  without  the  leaft  affiftance  of  any  kind  what- 
<«  ever,  came  to  conclude,  that  the  exterior 
**  angle  of  every  triangle  is  equal  to  the  two 
•*  interior  and  oppofite  angles,  and  that  the 
"  three  interior  angles  of  every  triangle  are 
^  equal  to  two  right-angles,  which  is  the  3  2d 

"  Propofition 
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•*  Propofition  of  the  Firft  Book  of  Euciy. 
This  and  the  feveral  iatcri^ediately  neceflary 
Propolitions  he  was  able  clearly  to  demon* 
ftrate,  making  ufe  of  the  terms  rond  and 
^^  barre,  &c.  inftead  of  circle  and  line  (for  as  yet 
*'  he  was  ignorant  of  the  common  appellations 
"  of  tliofe  lines),  and  grounding  his  reafoning 
"  on  definitions  and  axioms  which  himfelf  had 
**  verified.  He  was  thus  employed  when  his 
"  father  burft  in  upon  him,  who  difcovering 
*'  what  he  was  about,  and  the  progrefs  and 
"  refult  of  his  exertions,  remained  for  fome 
•*  time  quite  anfenfible,  equally  furprized  and 
*'  pleafed,  and  ran  to  one  of  his  intimate  friends 
•'  to  tell  him  what  he  had  feen.  He  after- 
•*  wards  encouraged  his  Ton  in  the  purfuit  of 
*^  his  favourite  ftudy  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  at 
*^  the  age  of  fixteen  young  Pafcal  had  com^ 
**  pofed  his  celebrated  Treatife  upon  Conic 
«  Seftions." 

Pafcal  was  perhaps  one  of  the  befl  men  that 
ever  lived ;  his  time  was  bellowed  on  works  of 
piety  and  utility,  and  his  money  was  experided 
on  thofe  who  had  occafion  for  his  affiftance* 
His  Provincial  Letters  will  immortalize  him  as 
one  of  the  fipeft  writers  that  the  French  have 
ever  poflefled.  One  knows  not  which  to  ad- 
mire moft  in  them,  his  depth  of  learning,  his 

ilrcnp-th 
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ftr^ngth  of  reafoningi  the  ddieacy  of  his  fatirc, 
or  the  purity  of  his  intention*  In  his  "  Penfees^^ 
with  an  honefty  perhaps  only  pardbhabfe  ia  a 
man  of  his  known  virtue  and  iGmpiicityi  he  fays, 
•*  I  am  a&ed,  If  I  do  not  repent  that  I  have 
•*  written  the  Lettres  Pravinciaks?  I  anfwer^ 
that  fo  far  from  repenting  that  I  have  writ-^ 
ten  thenij  I  would,  if  I  were  to  write  them 
**  over  again,  ftiake  them  ftill  ftronger.  1  am 
"  then  alked.  Why  I  have  mentioned  the 
•*  names  of  the  Authors  from  whom  I  have 
taken  all  the  abominable  pofitions  which  I 
have  quoted  in  them  ?  I  anfwer.  That  if  I  were 
ift  a  town  where  there  were  twelve  fprings 
of  water,  and  I  was  certain  tliat  one  of  them 
"  had  been  poifoned,  I  fhould  think  myfelf 
**  obliged  to  advife  the  inhabitants  not  to  get 
^*  tlteir  water  at  that  fpring ;  and  as  what  I  faid 
**  might  be  taken  for  a  matter  of  mere  imagi- 
^  nation,  I  ftiould  think  myfelf  obliged  to  tell 
*'  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  poifoned  the 
fpring,  rather  than  fufFer  the  inhabitants  of 
die  town  to  be  poifoned/* 


,    In  fpeaking  of  Epigrams,  with  what  goodnefs 
of  heart,  and  with  what  bonhommie,  he  fays, 

*'  The  Epigram  of  Martial  on  (hort-fightcd 
^  perfons  is  good  for  nothing.   It  does  not  con- 

''  fole 


€€ 
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*'  fole  them,  and  it  fliews  only  the  wit  of  tht 

*  writer.    All  that  makes  only  for  the  writer  is 

good  for  nothing ambitiofa  rtcidet  omd^ 

menta. — One  fhould  endeavour  to  pleafe  oriy 
thofe  that  pofiefs  fentiments  of  humanity 

"  and  kindnefs,  and  not  perfons  of  a  cruel  and 

^'  barbarous  difpofition/' 

Pafcal^  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life^  retired  to 
that  illuftrious  feminary  of  fcience,  learning 
and  piety,  Port  Royal/  Many  of  the  perfons 
that  compofed  it  were  men  of  learning  and  of 
rank>  who  thought  it  right  to  follow  fome  trade 
or  manufadure,  and  perform  fome  manual  opet 
ration  for  the  good  of  their  fouk,  as  well  as  fof 
that  of  their  bodies ;  thinking  with  the  celc* 
brated  Abbe  du  Ranee,  the  difciplinarian  re* 
former  of  the  famous  Abbey  of  La  Trappe,  that 
manual  labour  was  the  firft  punifhment  inilided 
upon  fin,  a  proper  exercife  for  the  condition  of 
a  penitent,  and  a  mod  powerful  m^ans  of  fane* 
tification; 

Pafcars  employment  was  that  of  a  maker  of 
wooden  (hoes  ^  this  gave  rife  to  the  following 
witticifm  of  Boileau :  A  Jefuit  having  one  day 
afked  Boileau  with  a  fneer,  whether  his  good 
friend  Pafcal  .was  making  fhbes  at  Port  Royal : 
^^  Jene  Jqais  pas  s' it  fait  aprefent  desfouliers,  mais 
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■  * 

Wai  the  fatkiff's  reply, 

Pafc^l  had,  in  common  with  many  oth^ 
kamed  men,  folna  weaknefles,  upon  which  hu- 
manity will  ever  drop  a  tear,  A  book  has  beeft 
written  upon  the  quackery  of  learned  men,  and 
in  the  opinion  of  the  prefent  learned  and  excel- 
lent Feather  erf  Medicine  in  thk  country  (a  Cha- 
racter as  fupferior  to  frailty  as  to  vice),  an  enr- 
tertaiaing  book  might  hk  made  of  the  follies  of 
learned  men.  His-  name  moft  affuredly  woutd 
never  enter  into  the  compofition  of  it :  but  the 
work  would  at  leaft  cofifble  the  igtlorant  and 
the  foolifli. 

Paical,  like  many  excellent  and  (ludious  men, 
feemsr  to  have  bad  a  horror  of  politics.  **  In  a 
Republican  Governmelit^  as  that  of  Venice, 
it  would  be  a  great  crime,"  fays  he,  **  to  at- 
tempt to  intfoduee  a  King  *,  or  to  opprefs 

"  th^ 

*  Gui  du  Four  dc  i*ibrac,  the  wfebrated  Author  of  the    . 
Quatrains,  feems  to  be  oif  thft  ikme  opinioa: 

Aifke  riiai  iel  qiU  fu  U  v6is  ifrei 
S^il  eft  Roytti^  wme  ta  R&yauii; 
S'il  ne  left  pointy  i'tl  eft  Commilnauii^ 
Alike 'k  aujft^  quand  Hieu  t^y  d/aif  nattre. 

Whatfe'cr  its  Government,  thy  Country  lovc-t 
Thy  lawful  Monarch  willingly  obey  \ 
vbi.  IV.  *'     X  And 


the  liberty  of  any  people  ta  whom  Qod:tias 
given  it.  In  a  Monaccbical  GfOirernmcntv  it 
is  not  poffible  to  vidiate  the  refpeft  that  14 
owing  to  the  Sovereign,  without  a  ipecies  of 
facrilege.  Beiides,"  adds  this  great .  man, 
a  civil  war,  which  is  the  general  confequencc 

"  of  the  alteration  of  a  form  of  govemjnent, 
being  one  of  the  go^ateft  crimes  that  can  he 
committed  agaiinft  the  happinefs  of  manldad, 
it  is  impoffible  to  fpeak  againft  it  ^vxth  too 
much  indignation/*      Pafcal  fubjoihs  in  a 

note  with  great  fimplicity, . "  I  have  as  jgrcat  a 


tec 
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CC 

•       * 
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'  And  l^  tWSta^e  thy  ready  hprnage  prove, 
.  Should  Few  or  Many  bear  the  fovercign  fway ; 
..  Convinced  that  God*s  paternal  care 
Has  thought  it  fit  to  place  thee  there. 

No  one  can  Tufpe<^  this  great  man  of  fervility  and  paffive 
obedience,  when  the  following  Q«atrftin,  writtenj  by  Wmi 
pfreventied  his-iiekig  -  made  Cbauceltq^  cC  FifmcC)  uader 

.Heary.rhe  Third;.  .  .     ^  .- 


J  'it 


Je  hi  IV  cei  mots  Je  -puiffance  ^hfihu^  i .  C  *;< " 
' '    De ple'in  pmivoir^  de propre  mouvemeni ; 

Aux  faints  4<cr(ts.  ils  cnt  premilremcnt  ^    •- 
Fuls  a  nos  Loix  la  pvtffanc^  tolliu. 

Tlicfe  words  of  *f  power  fupreme**  ai?(}  **  foycr^igoinfijl/''' 

My  mind  with  hoacft  indignation  fill:       ,        « 
For  words  like  thefe  have  hurt  JlQligion's  caufe, 
Beftroy'd  all  reverence  for  her  facred  laws; 
Have  injur'd  Gallia's 'Monarch's  temperate  {vfh)\  ■ 
Afld/raide  hisfubje^&as  his  flavcs  obey/  * 

^*  dread 


0 
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*^  dread  of  this  crime  as  of  murder  ahd  of  rob- 
**  bing  on  the  highway.  There  is  nothing,  I 
•*  am  fure,  that  is  more  contrary  to  my  nature 
"  thaft  this  crime,  and  to  commit  which  I 
"  (hould  be  lefs  tempted* 


cc 


Thofe  jperfons,"  fays  Segrais,  "who  write 
books  for  the  public^  fhould  let  their  friends 
"  fee  them  who  are  men  of  judgment,  and  are 
"  capable  of  CorreAing  them  before  they  ap- 
•*  pear  at  that  redoubtable  tribunal.  M.  de 
"  Menage  did  fo,  and  that  accounts  for  the 
"  correftnefs  of  his  works.  M;  de  la  Roche- 
"  foucault  afted  in  the  fame  way  by  his  Me- 
"  moirs  and  Maxims.  Why  are  Pafcal's  Pro^ 
••  vincial  Letters  fo  perfect  ?  It  is  becaufe  they 
were  feen  and  reviewed  by  at  leaft  a  dozen 
of  the  gentlemen  of  Port  Royal,  who  were 
**  men  <^  tdents,  and  who  had  an  exquifite 
tade  in  difcovering  what  would  pleafe  the 
public/* 


cc 


-  Thofe  perforts  who'  from  folly  or  from  care- 
leflhefs  tell  one  friend  what  another  friend  fays 
of  him,  would  do  well  to  confider  tliis  obferva* 
tion  of  the  acute  and  amiable  Pafcal : 

"  All  men  naturally  hate  each  other.     I  am 
•*  certain,  that  if  they  were  to  know  accurately 

X  2  "  what 


^  wbat  thfcj^  WXtit&oi!^  httd  ^d  of  6tie  another, 

"  thtTt  would  ijoi  be  feti*  fierfofm  ia  the  wbrld 

**  Who  68iil4  lOfl^  pftferve  their  friendfl^B  fbr 

"  eich  other.** 

This  great  min  obferves  acotely,^  "  tklit^hc 
^  tbiiger  welm  in  the  tvdrldy  th?  mdM  ^fflhbi- 
^<  litttde  o£  tNidSier  vp  hxi  k  maHkiM^fiMt 
^^  iM  4[x)nwin^  tliat  no^twi^mcte  are  {Ire^ity 
«><^»  a&ei'^  Tins  rtifledim  fiDMid ind^  t^d^ 
m  mote  indol^fit  to  ^idi  6ther  tiiat)^  we  ^  f^ 
^AibmrtxkBat  well  ta  tite  vkesi  6f  otkeass  iiiat 
•are  unlUde^  our  dwn,  and  not  ftippofe  cnnr&bv^ 
t&^  iD(Ddete  ta  which  we  ai'e  to  iofcr  efr^ 

**  See,"  fays  Pared,  "  the  abftirdity  of  man- 
^  kiAik    Maay  Uiea  have  Wijcwtd-  mrtfacNt- 
Adm  €)f  Vtfpafiaa,  who  iAt^  ^ppw^J^ 
^ve  Qo  credit  to  tfa^fc.of  Jefus.Clnrifl&'tiiin:: 


4% 


.« 


In  his  Provincial  Letters,  h^  feys; !  ^*  nFliis 
fettec  is  hxiger  thananyof  tiieifift;:te|l  in* 

'**  dfeed  arid  in  good  truth  i  had  not:  JjaififlSR. 

-*^  to  make  it  fhorter.'*  .  /.    :.>  1: 
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OMEI^  TALON, 

ATTORNEY    GENERAL    qP     THE     PARLXAMEKT    Qt 

1»ARIS« 

This  intrfUgcnt  and  inflexible  Magiftrate 
having.  In  a  Speech  which  he  made  in  the  Par- 
liament  rf  Paris  to  Anne  of  Auftria,  during  the 
minority  df  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  touched 
gently  upon  the  diftrefics  of  the  common  people 
of  the  kin|;dom  of  France,  found himfelf  treated 
with  flight  and  codnefs  by  her  Majefty  at  the 
pext  audience  he  had  of  her.  ♦*  This,'*  fiiys 
he; "  was  ovring  to  the  mifreprefeiitatibh  of  the 
*'  Minifters,  and  fome  of  the  vermin  who  fire- 
^*  quent  palaces.** 


1 

Talon  having  on  fome  occafion  taken  a  part 
which  pleafed  tb^  Q\:ieen  and  the  Court,  Caf- 
dinal  Maxarin  fentfor  him,  and,  after  paying 
him  fome  compliments  on  his  behaviour,  of- 

• 

fer^  him  an  Abbey  for  his  brother.  Talon 
very  politely  refufed  it,  adding,  that  as  his  late 
coildudl  had  nothing  in  view  but  the  fervice 
of  the  King  and  the  fatisfadtion  of  his  own 
confcience,  he  fliould  be  extremely  unhappy, 
if  there  was  the  leaft  fufpicion  afforded  to  the 
world  ^t  large  that  he  had  adled  from  other 
motives.     **  I  love,**  added  this  honeft  French* 

X  3  man. 
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man,  "  both  the  King  and  the  Parliament, 
**  without  being  under  any  appjrehenfion  that 

this  apparent  contradidion  fliould  do  me  any 

prejudice  with  mankind/* 


Mazarin  fent  for .  him  another  time,  to 
reqneft  him  to  fpeak  in  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
in  favour  of  fome  Edids  of  the  King^  which 
were  tq  be  prefented  by  himfelf  in  perfon  to 
be  regiftered  by  that  Affembly.  Talon  replied, 
that  h?  Ibould  do  his  duty — that  the  prefcncq 
of  the  Sovereign  oh  fuch  ocpafions  caufed  always 
trouble  and  difcontpnt^— that  it  was  therefore; 
the  more  ncceflary  that  he  fliould  exercife  jm^o- 
perly  the  fundions  of  his  office  without  fear  and 
withput  partiality, 

i 

M.  Talon's  reafons  for  quitting  public  af&irs 
were. thofe  which  but  too  often  have  infpired 
men  as  honefl  and  as- well-intentioned  as  himfelf, 
*^  AH  refiftance  and  contradidion,**  fays^  bc^ 
"  to  the  Governing  Powers  was  ineflfei^iual  wai 
"  ufelefs,  who*  carried  every  point  they  wi%c4 
*^  to  gain  by  violence  and  conftraint,  ^I^wais 
\  "  however,"  he  adds,  **  very  much  aftonilheij. 

that  many  honeft  men,  whowiftied  well  to 
the  public  peace,  ftili  attended  the   Par- 
^'  liament,   in  which  they  .were   certain  th^t  % 
^^  every  thing  muft  be  cafried  as  it  pleafcd  the 

f*  Princes  J 
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*1  Piioces;  ^  that  in  the  fiituation.in  which 
"  matters  were^  it  Wpi^d  have  been  morc^for 
^^  their  honour,  that  what  was  done  fcould 
have  bqen  done  by  the  voices  of  a  few  per- 
f  fons  only,  whofe  partiality  might .  weU .  h^ve 
:  beim  fefpedbed,  than  by  the  jtoS^jority  of  the- 
**  Parliatnentj.who  had.  not  the. power  eithec 
^  « to. do? the  goody,  or  to  prevent  the  evilj  as 
•^tthey  wiihed..  Nevcfthelcfe,  the  general.. ti? 
*f  midity  was  fo  gfcat^^thftt.  jnaqy  piexfows  wera 
•**afimd-of  being  fufpefted,  if  they  ,did  .not 
"■  attend  that  Aflfembjy ;,  and  .the  qaajor^ty  of 
*^-  thcDffo  Who  went  there  did  rtot  .confider  ib 
<f  laauth  .  what  opinion  they  ibould  gjive,  as. 
*f:haw  '  their .  perfbns^  {hould  be  fecure,  eveij^ 
**  when  they  had  betrayed  their .  confciexK:e39 
**  and  had  voted  on  the  fame  fide  with  the 
f^'  Princes/* 

•   David  Hume  feys,  in  his  Eflay  upon  EIo- 

•    qilenGe^  that  during  the  difputes  of  the  Barlia- 

.ment  of  Paris  in  the  time  of  the  Fronde,  there 

iappeared  many  fymptoms  of  antient  eloquence. 

**  The  Avocat-Geheral  Talon/*  adds  he,  from 

J3e-Ret2i,  "in  an  oration,  invoked  on  his  i^ees 

■  *•  the  Spirit,  of  St/  Louis  to  look  down  with 

^'  compaffion  on  his  divided  and  unhappy  peo- 

**  plcj  and  to  infpire  them  from  Heaven  with 

^  the  love  of  concord  and  unanimity,"  ^ 


i 
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fRESIPENT  OF  THE  PARtlAMENT  OF  ?ARII^. 


Be  R£T8  fiiys^  that  no'^ncient  Rooiait  ^ver 
pofleflbd  the -virtues  pf  comagBtani  offmUie 

:^ritin  ^a)  d«gvse  &{)etur  ta  this/.  gmt.  Magi* 
ftratfe.  in '  the  tim^  i^  1^  £fwid0:at  Bofis, 
a;inan  piefentedl  a  daggsP'to  his  btUi!^:^kfmA> 
eniag  hint  wdth  iiiftaiil;:4eatlr  ^  ^  wi^hl  aot 
confent  to  ibnie  decree  propofed  io  the  Parlkr 
meat,  which  M.  Mole  {thought  prejudidal  to 
ills  comstxT;.  V  flJEnow,  my  &imld•^^  fiud  ;[he, 
JooIUag/iletidjr  at  hhn,  ^^dq[t.the  difkadciis 
.^  iiifi9ite;froD(i  the  da^er  jq£  ai|  ^ShStaM^ 
^^r  heai*ictf anhottcftinaa/^  -  .  vJ 

'  '     '   .  '  T  «,'     '"    T       i  ,  '  .■  .  '       ,'  ■     •'  •  .  ,.••■•      * 
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FOW^QUET, 

5URINTENPANT  Of  TIJE   riNANCE5  W  fllAN^g, 

For  the  honoyr  of  letters,  Ppliflbja  and  th^ 

good  La  Fontaine  4«mained  faithful  to  th<; 

.  Syrintendaot  during  his  difgrag e.    PpUflba  fe»t 

-J>?Wi9Hf  tp  t<9pis .  XIY,  in  his  fayo'ujy  ai|4  I^ 

!FQPtaing  wroje  vprfes;!^  coipipjfer^tioii^.9f.lu§ 

Ji^r/j  lajtej.i^a  ilyie  of  th^' hkk^^  path9s;"a  Sj? 

'  totally  diffimifer |rom..hi§  ufu^l  mm^^.\., ^- 

"  f,:f  ,:.  >-.       '  demoilel]^ 


wbi^  he  bad  patrOAi(e4j  c(K^triyed  to  iiend  hi« 
inteUigf  nee  ^v^n  intQ  tbitt  m^cceffible  fortceft 
Uu^  BaftUlfi.  Tbi^  Great,  vibo  had  cooddcended 
to  partake  of  hi&  i&vpim  whilft  he  was  in  p0Ui«^ 
completely  for^k  him  when  he  had  no  longer 
any  thing  to  give  then) ;  and  thi^^after  he  had  fo 
far  attended  even  tQ  their  yices»  ^  at  (jdl  the 
entertainments  \fi  gave  to  p^t  money  under 
their  plates  to  enable  t^fiB  to  pay  their  lofles  at 
play. 

poucquet  was  confined  many  yea^s  in  the 
fortrefs  of  PigneroU  where  he  compofed  (ov^ 
deyotional  Treatifes.  It  is  z|0):  ki^own  whether 
he  was  ever  pernutted  to  returii  to  Paris,  3t.. 
Simon,  in  his  Memoirs,  gives  a  very  curipii9 
account  of  the  meeting  between  him  and  his 
fellow-prifoner  ths  .PjjJtt  iif  Xaufun  at  Pig* 
lierol. 


This  elegant  Writer  coijtrived  to  be  fenf 
to  the  BaftiUe,  to  give  his  patron  M.  Foucquet 
intelligence  of  what  had  been  done  refpe&ing 
his  trial.  "Wliiift  he  was  confined  there, 
|)e  WK>to  a  Poem  ealled^  MttrymedMi  "  per- 

«  fuadcd," 


r      » 


1^ 

*^'Ifuadbdi'^  ftys*  bis  BidgrapheK*  *Ubj|ti  by»i«f 
^!great:effi^rti  <>f  appliodtionof^'tiikid  to^afBc^^ 
¥  tia^kr  iixbjaf%):lie^ih6akl-ak)to6'  be  able  t^ 
<'  faften  'the  '  rigouis :  qf^ .  cbnfinicneaL?: .  .  He: 
wu>te:tbe'fcd}o«dAg  litifii'4xi  thm  waUs'of  {}!< 

#*MBr{  \rp  -        "  "»  ,♦♦»»■■  •■#-         -,•-. 

ry.  •  •     *'       1  I  ■    :  •      *  •       •  I  <     ''    -  '       *     - 

JJoubUs  prtlles  a  gros  ciouxy 
*  Tr'ples  portes^'forfs  verrotixy 
Attx  amex  vraiment  mcchxniti 
*:        VoUirtprefenlexfenfiry*  -- 

jtfc/y  /jay  tf/w^j  inmeentes 
Vous  n^ites  jue  du  bois^  de^  fhrrsSy  et  dufer^ 

,  -  .  -  * " 

Voltaire  fays,  there  ai^  no  compofitions  in  th? 
French  language,  which  in  ftyle  and  manner 
more  feferhble  the  orations  of  Tully,  than  th^ 

'remonftrances  of  Peliilon  to  Louis,  XIV.  in  f^- 

'    •       \_  ' '  *•  <      '  '      "  *• 

your  of  M,  poucquct/ 


'  l\    >  »       '  •  *,  »  .        » »  ■         / .  .  V 


••  • 
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M.  DUMOULIN, 

*^  I  LEAVE  behind  me,"  fays  this  excellent 
Phyfician  on  his  dektb-bcd,  ^  two  moft  power-' 
^*  fill  remedies,  diet  and  exercifc,'* 

Dryden  has  faid, 

God  never  piacje  his  work  for  man  to  meftd.' 

This  may  be  true  of  man  as  he  came  out.  of 

th^  haijds  of  Us  .great  g^atOTi  IpuL.  jjft.ias 

V  -.  fince, 


lincc,  by  his  vices  and  (his  .folUcs,  debafed  his 
frame^  and  made  it  neceflory  for  him  often  to 
apply  for  the  affifta»te  of  thofe  who  have,  made 
the  difeafea;,Qf  thelK>dy  their  particular  fttidy* 
Yet  with  what  caution  he:  fliould  apply>  the 
learned  Frederic  Hoffman  will  warn  him,  who. 
wrote  a  book  entitled  *'  Medici  Morborum 
*^  Cauf^ ;'  Phyficians  tbeCauftrs  of  JDifeafes  *. 

M.  Dumoulin  had  this  infcriptipn  engraved 
over  the  Fguntain  gf  (h^i  Mijier^  Winters  of 
Bourbon : 

Auriferas  dives  ja^et  PaQolm  aremsy 
Dltior  hac  volvit  rmrtalibus  undafalutentf 

Unenvied  now,  P^iftolos;  tM  Itoog  ^ 

Thy  golden  fands,  Immortalized  in  fong  ; 
Our  favoiir'd  ftreams  in  ric;her  torrepts  flpWf 
And  health's  great  bleHing  on  mankind  beflow. 

♦  "  The  lives  of  many  hyfteitcal  and  hypochondriacat 
'^  patients,?  lays  the  ingenious  Dr.  Ferriar,  of  ManCheder^ 
in  his  excellent  Tr^tifp  on  th^  Coiw^riion  of  Difeafes^ 
'^  have  been  at  once  (hortened  and  embittered  by  the 
**.tbbu^tlpfs  encouragement  given  by  fome  praditioners 
*'  to  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liqudrs.  I  have  feenmo  ft  melan* 
*^  choly  inftances  in  which  habits  of  dram-drinking  have 
**  been  thiis  acquired,  under  the  fan6tion  of  the  medical 
*^  attendant,  by  perfons  not  only  temperate  but  delicate  in 
^'  their  moral  habits*  In  this  manner  hyfterical  difeafes  of 
*•  no  great  moment  are  converted  to  fchirrus  of  the  liver 
"  and  dropfy,  to  apoplexy,  palfy,  and  other  difeafes ;  j^</' 

Th§ 
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The  ihvee  ^1=0^  words  latefy  inferi^^  by 
the  iwrne4  jm4  ea^lUiit  pr.  iilait^iniglQfn  oai 
the  9ump*room  at  Bath  iuya  >&  peaulut  aad 
fpipeiflc  proprietyf.  They  w  finale  ^d  eie^ 
gaQt  m  ^m£Aw$y  wp€  taken  from  a  great  lyrie 
Poet^  and  allude. teethe  c^ebi?ated  fyikm  df 
»i  ancient  philofopber,  that  watop  is  the  ]»m* 
ciple  of  all  things  ^  and  they  hoar  ^  fjpeoifi^  aOu*' 
fion  to  the  properties  of  the  Bath  waters,  which 
are  extremely  falutary  to  thofe  who  have  in- 
dulged in  wine  aiad  fermented  licjuorSr 
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.  Tnr  life  (rf  this  celebrated  French  Comic 
JPoet  appears  to  have  been  a  Kffe  of  real  ro- 
jf^APf^  Ji^  wi%s  feorn  ^  y^jlfij  is  1,647.  ^^ 
great  ipaflioa  throu^out  lifi^  was  4|hat.  of  l^^- 
vellin^.  In'  returning  from  Italy  to  France 
by  an  Englifli  pierchoint  fhip,  he  was  t^^n  pri- 
fQia^i;  by  an  Algenpe  Y^ifel,  ^o4  caiff^  mth 
the  reft  of  the  crew  to  Algiers,  whoF^.  h^'Vw 
fold  for  a  ilav^  to^  on&  of  tha  pnneipal  f)^ons 
of  that  city*  Regnard,  being  a  yery  good 
cook,  W4S  in  <;Q|ifeqvience  of  hi§  knowledge  in 
th^t  very  ufefi^  ^l;  taken  no^icei  o(  by  his  .f^" 
ter,'  and  treated  with  great  lenity,  ii^^  ^ 
.       .  however 


of  t!fe^*«fidrf  of*ih  fttift*^  ftH^tS^  Sfcfitf  was 
letttenc«*l'dth^r  to  bt^imffltetl,  ^  m  ttiW  Ma- 
hohifetan-  tlie  fteiich  Confiil  if  Algiefs,  wEo 
hid  jutl  received  a  very  cdnfidcrable  fum  x£ 
money  to  purchafe  Regnard^s  liberty,  made  nth 
«Fifc  t^  f)i«t?i!f%  IttM  \Mth  thatfthd  h^  iifr. 
fbeghftld^  ^alA  a  ftU  S^ti,  rHia^hf^  to  PfOick : 

{b  he  (^9  h)  b(e  trAVefi^  i»t^  FknSers  a^ 
Fli^lkhdf  imd  fmti  theAce  t(^  Dttftif^rlt  j  (9ife 
S6Vel«ig&  cpf  Whicfe  oouiitry  ^vifthg  hinl  to 
vifit  Lapl^d,  he  Mat  two  otiier  t^renthmti^ 
{i^^rA  he  Chahced  to  meet  at  Co|>enhdgeii} 
tmit  tog^thttt  into  Laplaiulls  f^  afe  the  taiit- 
ituty  df  tte  Qui{di  of  ^iDrfteo,  and  ettehd^ 
ifeefr  {rtvds  t^^oh  to  the  Froisen  Sea.  St (^^ihjg 
fifer^v^  thef  "C^d  iiot  pdffibly  gd  ttUff^hdr^ 
kegnaird  h&i  thttfe  lines  engraved  u^h  a  fi^n^ 
€>n  a  mount^h  hear  that  iihmetife  ripafiioif 

'Gallia  noi  gefiult\  h;idil  nos  Jtfrtca^  tjahgem 
'      HatifirMiS^  Eui^dptnhqUe  vctiKs  hJtrituiniUi  Mttttk* 
^^  •  OtjUnn  eivkfrirs  aHi  terMque  nUA-itfue 
:.  .JSi^mus^Hc  tttnUm  fti  Mi$  definit  drHif. 

1h  @a}KA  bom,  hy  fcdrekiilg  Altie  Vte\^4 
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•  Tfyi  principal  circumftances  of  this  intrigue  R«gnard 
W  wbrKcd  up  into  'a  Kovd  clttecj  <*  LaPrvv^rf(£e.^ 

i;  ■./'-•.'  We've 


•  Wc'Vc  fecn  wliate'cr  of  nature  and  <jf  aWf  ' 

*Tq  WQnd'rieg'Cjresy  nU  EuiOpb  can  iiiifmfe) ; 
By  Fate's  kind  power  eaabled  to  witfaftand    . 
The  various  perils  of  the  fea  and  land* 
Here  then  we  flop,  here  fix  our  laft  retreat; 
Where  the  world  clofe^  on  ou^  wandering  feet. 

•  4 

No  tnt  feems  to  have  felt  mofe  ieirfibly,  (at 
to  have  defciibed  nu»re  forcibly,  the  miferies 
cf  ran  kUe  and  undeiignated  life  than  Mv  Reg^^ 
nard^  In  fome  port  in  which  h<e  w^  becalmed^ 
he^  thus  ezpmfles  his  ieniations  on  the  fubjedt : 
-^"  The  ^hok  time  in  which  we  were  bev 
calmed/*  fays  hcy  **  ^firas  not  entirely  loft  to 
mei  Every  day  I  went  to  the  top  of  fbmc 
high  and  pointed  rock^  from  which  the  view 
of  the  fea^  and  of  the  precipices  that  furr 
rounded  it,  correfponded  perfeftly  well  witk 
my  meditations.  In  thefe  converfations  with 
myfelf,  I  laid  open  my  own  felf  t6  myfelf. 
**  I  endeavoured  to  difcover,  in  the  very  inmoft 
"  receffes  of  my  heart,  the  fentiments  that  had 
"  been  before  concealed  from  me ;  and  I  faw 
them  as  they  were  in  reality,  and  without 
difguife.  I  threw'  my  eyes  back  upon  the 
agitations  of  my  paft  life,  where  I  faw  defighs 
"  without  execution,  and  enterprizcs  without 
**  (uccefs.  I  confidered  my  prefent  ftate  of 
"  life,  my  continual  change  of  place,  my  con- 
^*  ftant  though  ufelcfs  travels,  and  the  continual 

^'  emotions 
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**  emolionft  with  which  J.  wa^  Iwaffed.  I 
'*  recogniaed  my feif  bixtioo  weft  uxider  evciyjone 
"  of  thefe  fitu^t ions,  into  which  mere  caprice, 
*'  mere  ficklenels  had  direfted  me,  withont 
being  able  to  allow  even  my  vanity  and ,  felf- 
love  to  tell  me  any  thing  in  my  favour.  £ 
thw:b'cgaii  tQ  make  a  jiift  eilimate  of  what 
Iihad  bee^  doing ;  I  be;camie  hut  too  fimfible 
how  contrary  all  that  I  had  ever  done  was 
to  the  proper  bufinefs  of  life,  which  confifts 
in  quiet  and  in  tranquillity ;  and  that  that 
happy  ftate  of.  mind  is  only  to  be  found  in 
fome  agreeable  pr o&flion  or  buHnefs,  which 
**  arrefb  the  human  mind  in  the  fame  manner 
as  an  anchor  flops  ^  veilel  in.  the  midfl  of  a 
ftorm* 
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"  There  is  perhaps/'  adds  M*  Rjegnard, 
nothing  more  difficult  in  human  lifetha^ 
,  the  choice  of  a  profefiion..  Hence  it  hap- 
pens,  that  there  are  fo  many  perfons  lyho 
live  without  any  profeflSon,  and  who  exifl 
in  a  perpetual  and  difgraceful  indolence,  not 
./pending  their  time  in  the  way  in  which  they 
would  wi(h  to  fpend  it,  btit  as  they  have  been 
^cuflomed  to  fpend  it,  whether  from  their 
,apprehenfion  of  difficulty,  from  their  love 
^  of  idlenefs,  or  their  diflike  to  labour.  The 
*Mife  of  thefe  miferable  perfons  is  aftate  of 
/^  ^rpetual.  agitation  -,  and  if,  at  an  advanced 

**  period 
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<^  pctiddoffifft,  th«yfte«ied<4beftxedt0aAjr 
**  tljingi  it  k  not  the  dillike  to  fMtiofi^  but  thehr 
.^f  inability  to  m6w^  that  k  the  cauf*  df  it 
^^  Thefe  perfonft  ait  cohtinually  ^cufing  Fof- 
^  tune  of  having  treated  them  ill :  they  ait 
*'  continually  complaining  of  the  bddnefi  Of 
*^  the  times,  and  the  wickedntfe  of  the  iig^. 
"f  They  afe  contintudly  flying  from  6he  ^t 
^*  to  another,  and  are  nwer  pleafed  with  any. 
^<  In  wiAtef  they  ate  tck>  dok),  in  fummer  tibdjr 
are  too  hot.  If  they  make  a  voj^lge  by  feS, 
they  are  fdon  tired  of  the  lAconveniehcA? 
^*  of  being  oh  Ihip-boatrd  s  if  they  travel  by 
hind,  they  ^tt  incommoded  by  duft,  by  b^fl 
horfa^  by  bad  inns.  If  they  go  to  aiiy 
place,  they  arc  foon  tired  of  it,  and  g5  tb 
fome  other  place.  Thus  flying  ever  from 
•^*  theitifelves,  they  always  caxty  with  them 
^  tkeir  ot«rn  inconflancy  of  mind,  yet  appear 
**  to  foiget  that  the  caufe  of  their  wfetchedneis 
^  is  within  themfelves,  and  do  not  remember, 
**  What  Horace  has  long  ago  told  them. 
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*Patria  quis  exul 
Se  quoquefugit  ^ 


thui  rfkqiiifMly  ttanflated  by  Mi».  HaftingSi 

What  vagrant  from  his  native  land 
E'er  left  himfelf  behind? 


'^<  .  .Oiifc 


REGNARi).  izi 

f  .  V    -  ^ 

^  One  cf  the  moft  ftriking  pidures  that  waS 
tver  made  of  the  wretchednefs  and  mifery  of 
an  idle  and  unapprppfiated  life  is  to  be  met  with 
tJX  Lord  Clarendon's  Dialogue  on  the  Want  of 
Refpeft  due  to  Old  Age,  in  the  volume  of  his 
Trads,  where  h«  gives  the  following  melancholy 
account  of  one  6£  his  country  neighbours : 

*'  When  I  vifited  this  Gentleman  in  the 
*'  morning  I  always  found  him  in  his  bed,  and 
^'  when  I  came  in  the  afternoon  he  was  afleep^ 

'  .  'A  ' 

and  to  moft  men  beildes  myfelf  was  denied^ 
but  was  very  Willing  to  be  called  when  I 
came,  and  always  received  me  with  cheerful- 
nefs.  Once  walking  with  him,  I  doubted 
he  was  melancholy,  and  by  fpending  his 
^'  time  fo  much  in  his  bed,  and  fo  thiich  alone> 
•*  that  there  was  fomething  which  troubled 
**  him,  otherwife  that  it  could  not  be  that  a 
V  man  upon  whom  God  had  poured  down  fo 
^  many  bleffings,  in  the  comfort  of  fo  excellent 
*•  a  wife,  who  had  brought  him  fo  many  hope- 
f*  ful  children,  and  in  the  pofleflion  of  fo 
*'  ample  an  eftate,  fliould  appear  in  the  courfe 
**  of  his  life,  and  in  the  fpending  of  his  time, 
**  to  be  fo  little  contented  as  he  appeared  to 
**  be.  To  which,  with  a  countenance  a  little 
more  creft  and  cheerful,  he  anf^^ered,  that 
he  thought  himfelf  the  moft  hajppy  man 
vol.,  IV.  X  "  alive 
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f^  aliyc  xrxr  a  wife,  who  was  all  the  comfort  IbS 
"  could  have  in  this  world  i  that  he  was  at  fo 
**  much  eafe  m  his  fortune,  that  he  could  not 
"  wilh  it  greater.  But  he  faid,  he  would  deal 
^*  freely  with  me,  and  tell  me,  if  he  were  mc- 
^^  lanchdy  (which  he  fufpefted  himfelf  of), 
"  what  was  the  true  caufe  of  it :  that  he^had 
"  fomewhat  he  knew  not  what  tP  do  with ;  his 
"  time  he  knew  not  how  to  fpend>  which  was 
"  the  reafon  he  loved  his  bed  fo  much;  and 
flept  at  other  times,  which,  he  faid,  h^  found 
did  already  do  him  no  good  in  his  health* 
^  I  told  him,  that  I  had  obferved  in  his  clofet 
many  books  finely  bound,  which  I  prefuxned 
he  might  find  good  divertifement  in  reading. 
To  which  he  replied,  that  they  were  all 
•*  French  romances,  which  he  had  readenou^, 
"  and  never  found  himfelf  the  better,  for. want 
^'  of  fome  kind  of  learning,  which  wafe  x^osf- 
"  fary  to  make  tbofe  obfcrvations  whichrnight 
"  arife  even  from  thefe  books  ufeflil ;  aix<l  ic 
"  confejGTed  that  he  could  not  read  any  jbook 
"  for  half  an  hour  together  without  fleepiflg. 
AIL  wljich,  he  faid  vyith  a  deep  figh,  was>io 
Jbe  imputed  to  the  ill-education  h?  had^had, 
which  made  him  fpend  that  tin:ie.iix  which 
he  oflg^t.  to  have  laid  up  a  ftocfc  of  ^kpow- 
;^  iQdgp,  which  would  have  miade  his  age  dc- 
le^a^le  to  hum,  in  dancbg  and  fuch .  otker 

'  "trifles. 
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"^  trifles,  the  ikill  and  peifeftion  wherein  men 
**  grow  wej^ry  of  as  foon  as  thejr  are  grown  pdr- 
"  fed  men,  md  yet  when  k  is  too   late  ,to 
^'  cultivate  their  minds  with  noblea:  ftudies, 
which  they  are  unapt  then  to  eater  upon, 
becau'fe  they  fee  what  progrefs  miich  younger 
men  have  made  in  thoie  ftudies  before  they 
begin,  and  (o  chu(e  rather  to  flatter  them^ 
felves  in  their  ignorance,**     In  the  couife  of 
the  narration,  it  appears  that  the  ^father  of  this 
\mhappy  man  had,  from  a  foolidi  notion  that 
tis  fbn  might  learn  fome  vices  at  the  Englilh 
Univerfities,  feat  him  to  one  of  the  French 
Academies,  where,  as  himfelf  told  Lord  Claren- 
don, "  Truft  me,  neighbour,**  Taid  he,   ^*  all 
"**  that  is  learned  in  thefe  Academies  is  riding, 
fencing,  and  dancing,  befides  fome  wicked- 
nefles  they  do  not  profefs  to  t^ach,  and  yet 
are  too   eafily  learnt,   and   with  difficulty 
**  avoided,  fuch  as  -I  hope  our  Univerfities  are 
^  not  infeftcd  with.    It  is  true,**  added  he, 
^*  th«:y  have  men  there  who  teach  Arithmetic, 
"**  which  they  call  philofophy ;  and  the  art  of 
^  fortification,  which  they  call  mathematics ; — 
^  bat  what  learning  tliey  have  there  I  might 
'^  eaf2y' imagine,  when  he  aflured  me,  that  in 
***  three  years  which  he  ipent  in  the  Academy, 
^  he  never  iaw  a  Latin  book,  nor  any  Mailer 
^  ihat  taught  any  thmg  there,  who  would  not 

X  z  "  have 
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**  have  taken  it  very  ill  to  have  been  fufpeA- 
*'  ed  to  fpeak  or  underftand  Latin.  Oh,  lieigh- 
"  hour,"  continued  he,  "  I  do  promife  you, 
•  "  that  none  of  my  children  (hall  have  that 
**  breeding,  left  when  they  come  to  my  age, 
"  they  know  not  better  to  fpend  their  time 
«  than  I  do."  Lord  Clarendon  adds,  "  that 
"  this  unhappy  Gentleman's  melancholy  daily 
"  increafed  with  the  agony  of  his  thoughts, 
"  till  he  contrafted  thofe  difeafes  which  car- 
"  ried  him  off  at  the  age  of  thirty-fix  years." 


SENEGAL 

This  celebrated  French  Epigrammatift  was 
valet-de-chambre  to  Maria  Th^refa,  the  Queen 
of  Louis  XIV.  In  early  life  he^had  been  long 
wavering  with  refped  to  the  choice  of  the  pro- 
feflion  he  was  to  follow ;  he  however,  at  laft, 
very  dutifully,  and  very  wifely,  deferred  to  the 
.opinion  of  his  Father  *,  who  chofe  for  him  the 

pro. 

'  -  '  •  .... 

•  On  the  fub]e6l  of  the  choice  of  a  profciEon,  Dr.  John- 

fon^  with  his  ufual  fagacity,of  remark,  fays,  *'  I  have  ever 

"  thc^ught  thofe  happy  t^at  have  been  fixed  from  the  firH 

**  dawn  of  thought  to  fome  ftate  'of  life,  by  -the  choice  of 

'  *  'i  '    > 

**'  one  wbofe  authority  may  preclude  caprice,  and  whole 

,*f  inflo|?ij^e  may  prejudice  them  in  favour  of  hii  opinioiu 

«  Tht 


profeffion  of  the  Law.  Whilft  he  remained  in 
his  ftate  of  uncertainty  he  wrote  the  Following 
lines ',  to  which,  from  the  peculiar  neatnefs  and 
felicity  of  cxpreflion  contained  in  them,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  do  juftice  in  a  tranf- 
lation. 


L*IRRESOLU. 


Pendant  que  Luc  delibere 
Sur  ce  qu*il  doit  devenir^ 
Et  s'il  ejt  bon  defefaire^ 
Homme  d^eglife  ou  d^ affaire^  , 
Avocat  ou  moufquetairey 
Plus  vtte  qu'unfouvenirj 
Le  temps  a  V  aile  legere 
Party  pour  ne  plus  reveniri 
Ses  beaux  jours  vont  s'embrunir^ 
fit  la  vieillejfe  s^avance* 


*'  The  general  precept  of  confulting  the^  genius  is  of  little 
•*  ufe,  unlefs  we  can  tell  how  that  genius  is  to  be  known* 
**  If  it  is  only  to  be  difcovered  by  experiment,  life  will  be 
.**  loft  before  the  refolutio'a  can  be  fixed.  If  any  other  in- 
"  dicatipns  are  to  be  found,  they  may,  perhaps,  be  eaiily 
*'-iifcerned.  *  At  leaft,  if  to  mifcarry  in  an  attempt  be  a- 
•*. proof  of  having  miftaken  the  diredion  of  the  genius, 
*'  nae^i  appear  not  }efs  frequently  luiftakei^  with  regard  to 
*'  themfelves  than  to  others;  and  therefore  np  one  has 
**  much  reafon  to  complain,  that  his' life  was  planned  out 
.  «*  by  his  friends,  or  to  be  confident  tliat  he  fliould  have 
♦*  .had  either  mofe  honour  or  more  happinefs,  by  beinj 
•t  ^t>Vi^ned  to  the  choice  of  his  own  fancjr/' 

y  X  Juparavant 


Mfiroii  timps  di  finin 
Flottant  dans  Vincertitude<^ 
LtJC  rejie  irfenfifUmenty 
Inutile  igalement 
Pour  la  guetre^  pour  Pfiudfy 
Li  fmnde  &  Iaf9lkude. 
^ant  a  moiy  je  prevois  bun 
^ue  cherchant  irop  aft  ceinnoiire^ 
Ce  qu*il  peut  ce  fU*Uv€ut  itre^ 
Enfin  LuQ  m  Jita  tfien. 

Senegal  ufed  to.  call  cheerftilnefs  of  temper 
^  la  beaume  de  la  vie  J*  He  wrote  fome  Me- 
moirs of  Cardinal  de  Retz,  which  are  now  pro* 
cured  with  difficulty,  and  which  differ  ia 
fome  refpeds  fcom  thofc  publiihedr  by  his 
Eminence.. 


tAINEZ 

*         •  * 

w»  m  exiceUeat  Scholar  and  m  elegant  Foc<« 
He  divsdedt  his  time  between  the  pleafum  of 
the  table  and  his  ftudies.  Some  one  having 
cxpreffed  his  furprize  at  feeing  him  in  the 
IGng's  I^ibraiy  at  Taris'  early  one  mornings 
4fter  he  kaid  %Qixt  the  preceding  night  joviaUy 
6  wiA 


f 


with  him,  he  replied^  in  imitation  of  two  Well-' 
ImowA  lines  of  Martial. 

Regnat  n^e  calixy  vphuntur  hiblia  mane. 
Cum  Pbotbo  Bacchus  divtdit  imperium^ 

All  night  I  drink,  and  ftudy  hard  all  day, 
Bacchus  with  Phcebus  holds  divided  fway. 

He  faid  of  thofe  elegant  little  French  vo- 
lumes called  the  "  Ana^y^  that  they  were  the 
l^lanc  manger  pf  Literature. 


RACINE. 

VoLTAiR?:  ufed  to  fay,  that  nothing  cOuld' 
be  fo  eafy  as  to  make  a  commentary  upon  the 
writings  of  this  elegant  writer,  for  that  the  au- 
thor would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  put 
Vnder  every  paflage,  "  fine,  admirable,  excel- 
^*  lent,  charming,  &c/*  The  French  fcholars 
univerfally  prefer  his  verfes  to  thofe  of  any 
Poet  in  their  unmufical  language.  Racine  was 
by  no  ttieans^  a  man  of  good  temper,  and  was 
extremely  rqugh  and  ^mpc tubus  in  coaverfii- 

-  *  A,feIeAion  has  beea  lately  made  from  thefe  little 
Y.olumes,by  a  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford,  whofe  tafle 
\vi  making  it  ihews  him  to  be  the  worthy  eleoe  oi  Dr.  Joleph 
Warton.    Sec  ^  Scleftrons  from  the' FV4Aoh  i^as,  a  vols. 

it  1^0.*^ 

Y  \  tion. 
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tion.  He  had  once  a  long  aiid  violent  difii 
piite  with  his  friend  Boileau ;— ^when  it  was^ 
over,  Boileau,  with  ffttit  fang  froid^  faid  tq  hinij 
"  Had  you  any  real  intention  juft  now  ofijiak- 
**  ing  me  uneafy  ?"--r'"  God  forbid,  my  gaqd  old 
"  friend/'  repjied  Racine. — "  Well  then/*  f;^d 
Boileau,  "  you  have  done  what  you  did  not 

Intend  to  do,  for  indeed  you  have  made-  mc 

uneafy."^ 


<4 


Yet  Racine  liad  (b  great  an  attachment  to 
Boileau,  that  when  the  fatyrift  vifited  hipi  on 
his  death-bed,  he  faid,  throwing  his  arms  around 
him,  "  I  look  upon  it  as  a  great  happinefs  that 
M  I  die  before  ypu/' 

Racine  read  extremely  Well,  .  Loiiis  the 
Fourteenth  fent  t(j(  him  one  day  when  he  was^ 
inc^ifpofed,  to  read  fomething  to  him.  fladuie 
propofed  the  celebrated  Tranflation- of  i^Iut 
tarch's  Lives  by  Amyot.  "  The  language  is 
"  antiquat^/'  faid  the  King,—."  Welly  theli, 
^/  Sir,"  replied  Racine,  "  I  can  corred:  that' 
V  defeft ;  Ji/wili  put  him  into  modern  French.' *> 
This  Racine  did,  and  pleafed  his  Sovereign  ex^ 
tremely. 

Racial,  fttcwi  aftei.  hi^  af^iutmpnt  to  the 
place  of  Hiiloriographer  to  Louis  the  Foiiri 


ttdnthv  requcftcd  an  audience— -'^^ite,**  faid  he, 
^'  an  Hiftorian  ought  not  to  flatter;  he  is  bound 
♦«  to  reprefent  his  hero  exadly  as  he  is.  He 
^*  ought  indeed  to  pafs  over  nothing.  In  what 
<*  way  does  your  Majefly  choofe  that  I  Ihoul4 
*'  i^ak  of  your  gallafitries  ?" — ^^  Pais  them 
*•  over,"  replied  the  King,  ccxrfly.  *'  But,  alas  I 
**  Sire,"  replied  Racine,  with  great  manlinefe,* 
**  what  I  omit,  the  reader  will  fupply."  Loiiis 
replied,  "  Pafs  them  over,  I  tell  you." — Racine 
^dded,  **  As  there  are  many  incredible  things^ 
^^  Sire,  in  the  life  of  your  Majefty,  the  fincerity 
*'  with  which  I  fliould  avow  the  weakneffes  of 
^'  my  Hero  to  my  reader,  wifl-  perfuade  him 
^*  that  I  regard  the  truth,  and  this  regard  to 
f*  truth  will,  in  his  mind,  be  a  paflport  for  my 
**  hiftory."  Louis  replied,  "  I  am  not  yet  dcT 
**  cided  in  my  opinion  what  you  ought  to  do : 
Iff  All  that  I  can  tell  you  at  prefent  is,  to  mfi; 
f*  over  my  intrigues," 

i 

Racine  ufed  to  fay  of  Lucan,  that  he  "was 
Virgil  drunk,  **  Firgile  ivre''  There  are  ftill, 
however,  much  fire  and  fpirit  in  his  inebriety- 
particular  palfeges  are  exquifite*  CorneSte  pre-^ 
^rred  Lucan  to  Virgil. 

Racine  wrote  feveral  notes  on  the  margin  of 
jaU  editions  of  thq  Greek ;  Dramatic   Poets. 

Thejr 


5^0  0HAIIPENT1E1I. 

Tbey  sure  pse&nwi  la  the  Kmg*s  libdraiy  a^ 


CHARPEMTlEft. 

The  Ch(»pe»ti$riana  feems  tQ.luKV^  y^  gpod- 
letTons  for  fuppofing  the  author  of  that  fermcily 
iBttch  read  book  "  fhe  fw'ki/h  &fy^''  to  hav^^ 
h^ffn  an  Italiaa  of  the  name  of  J\(lai2^o%  whar^* 
fided  at  Fa^ 


■■■^■■i 


rATH£R  BOUSSI£K£i& 

Okb  (rfthe  moft  Angular. dedications,  pcr^^ 
haps,  in  the  worid,  is  that  of  this  learned  Monk^ 
^  Parterre  Hijtmque'^  to  th^  Virgin  Maiy, 
whom  he  thus  addreiles ; 

^  To  th?  Mother  of  God  and  the  Qveeo  of 

^^  the  World, 

**  Aft^  fuch  ^tiguft  titles^  O  gieat  Quecn^ 
**  I  am  almoft  afliamed  to  offer  to  yo^  fuch  Oi 
^*  irifli?  as  this  book  is ;  but  \  have  fo  ftrpng  a^ 
^  dcfire  to  let  mankind  knoiy  that  I  owe  you 
^  every  thmg^  that  I  am  tempted  to  do  itj^ 
^  unthout  ^>^ttig  that  refped  whidbi  I  ought; 


V 
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(^ .  to  do  to  your  greatneis ;  though  indeed»  td 
«*  fpeak  truly,  I  diminifh  not  ^  tittle  of  your 
♦•  gpeatnds,  when  I  have  recourfe  to  your 
"  kindnefs*  Permit  me  then,  O  great  Queen, 
*^  again  to  renew  the  ofiering  which  I  make  tQ 
"  you  in  confocrating  to  you  the  firft-fruits  of 
"my  ftudiesj,  hoping  that  this  wcwls;  of  mine 
**  (however  inconfiderable  in  itfelf)  will  be  in 
**"'fome  degree  efteemed  by  the  world  on  ac- 
**  count  of  y^f  adorable  name,  which  it  bears 
«*  infcribed  on  the  firft  page  cf  it,  and  that  the 
*^  Author  chofe  exprefsly  to  procure  kff  it  fafety 
<^  and  proteAion," 

**  ^  Parterre  Hifim^e^^  lfy^>  1^7^* 


■^•xmmim 


SEGRAIS, 

the  Author  of  the  celebrated  Romance  of 
"  2Saide,"  who  lived  in  the  reign  pf  Louis  the 
Thirteenth  of  France,  and  in  the  early  part  of 
that  of  l^uis  the  Fourteenth,  fays,  "  I  find 
"  myfelf  much  more  happy  in  France  under  ifcSi 
**  pri^feat  Government,  than  a  !Putchman  is 
<*  with  ajl  his  pretended  liberty.  He  pays  (a 
*^  many  taxes,  that  fuppofii^  he  had  fix  thou- 
♦*  fand  liviies  a-year,  he  muft  pay  two  thoufand 
♦*  put  of  theni  j  whilft  I,  by  paying  fometime* 
^  fpr  the  ^egifter  of  my  coat  of  arms,  and  occa- 

^  tonally 


JJl  SBGJLAtS. 

^  fionairy  fome  other  fmall  fum  for  the  neccfr 
•^  fities  of  the  State,  live  ia  peace  and  fecurity* 
**  A  Dutchman  has  no  idea  bow  any  man  cm 
•*,  bear  a  Government  fo  delpotic  as  t-bat  of 
^  France. .  But  with  u$,  at  prefent,  individ\ials^ 
•^  are  more  happy  than  .they  were,  before,  when 
♦^  the  le^ft  bit  of  a  Geritlemwi  wovld  pjay  the 
•'^^  petty  tyrant  upon  his  eftate.  Jh  pur  whole 
^  Province  of  Normandy  we  ha4  only  two  or 
•^  three  Noblemen  who  behaved  themfelves- 
^  lik^  brave  and  honeft  Gentlemen.  ,  The  reft 
^  qi  them,  yvhp  ufed  to  tyrannize  over  their 
^  Farmers,  and  beat  them,  arc  all  gone  to  t^Q 
^.  PfeyiL  Was  it  not  .a  (hameful  juid  a  fcan- 
•*•  dalous  thing,  that  a  miferable  Counfellor  of 
••  Parliament  had  it  in  his  power  to  make 
^  every-body  within  twelve  miles  afraid  of 
•^him!" 

^  Cardinal  de.Retz,'*  fays  Segrai?,  "told as 
•^  a.  truth  fomething  of  which  I  knew,  pofitivcly 
•^  the  contrary.  To  avoid. mentioning  that  his 
^  Eminence  had  told  a  lie,  I  obferved  to  hipj, 
^  thcit  he  ought  tQ  do  as  the  late  Madame  de 
•^.Montpenfiei:  did,  whpufed  to4y,  tjhat  Ihe 
^^  never  told  au  untruth,  but  that  ftv^  made  ufe 
^  of  her  imagination  to  fypply  the  defc^  of 

^  1;^  memory/* 

» 


if 
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**  When  I  was  young,*'  fays  Segrals  m  his 
Memoirs,  "  I  was  fond  of  making  verfo,  and 
of  reading  them  indifferently  to  all  forts  of 
perfons.      But  I  perceived,  that  when  M. 
**  Scarron,  who  was  however  my  intimate  friend, 
'  •*  took  out  his  portefeuille,  and  read  me  foii:ic 

r 

•  " '  of  his  verfes,  he  bored  me  exceflivcly,  al- 
though his  verfes  were  very  good,     t  tiacn 
began  to  refledt,  that  as  my  verfes  were  iiot 
near  To  good  as  his,  I  muft  in  a  greater  degree 
**  bore  my  friends  (who  moft  probably  did  not 
**  like  poetry  as. well  as  I  did)i  and  I  then  laid 
^'  myfelf  down  a  refolution,  never  to  read  my 
"  verfes  except   to  thofe  who  afked  me,  and 
*^  even  then  to  take  care  that  I  -did  not  give 
*^  them  too  many  of  them/* 

Segrais,  fpeaking  of  the  difturbances  at  Paris 
in  his  time  called  La  Fronde,  fays,  "  The  party, 
that  oppofed  the  Court  had  no  real  reafon 
for*  doing  fo.  It  was  to  them  an  agreeable 
^  amufement,  in  which  there  was  a  good  deal 
**  of  laughing,  and  in  which  every  thing  was 
^*  made  fun  of  in  doggerel  verfes/*  Would 
to  feteaven  that  the  late  Frondeurs  in  that 
Country  had  been  as  harmlefs  and'  as  plea- 
{knt\  '' • 


\  . 
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LULLI. 

^His  great  Mufician  was  ose  day  reproached 
iRith  iettiog  iiothing  to  muiic  but  the  languid 
Teiies  of  Quioauft*  He  ran  immediately  to 
liis  haipficfaord,  and  after  having  for  a  few  nri^ 
nutes  run  over  the  keys  in  a  moft  violent  man- 
ner, and  with  great  violence  of  gefture>  fang 
from  Racine*s  trag^y  of  **  Iphigenie**  the  fol- 
lowing terrific  lines : 

XJn  Pretre  environne  S^une  fiukxrueVe 
Porterafur  ma  fille^  une  main  crimtntUt 
Decbirerafinfiin^  £t  dfun  eeil  turieux 
Dansfoncamr  pa^kani  ccnfulitra  ks  iDieux^ 

What,  fhall  a  Prieft  with  ikcred  fury  wild 
Extend  his  ruthlefs  hands  upon  my  child  ! 
Andwbilft  with  ftupid  cruelty  profound 
The  lovely  vi&im  the  vile  herd  fiirrpuody 
Pierce  her  foft  bofom,  and  with  curious  eye 
The  future  in  her  quivei^ing  heart  defcry  i 

Lulliy  thinking  himfelf  dying,  fent  for  his 
-ConfeiTor,  who  fweuld  not  give  him  aWbition 
tmlefs  he  burnt  the  laft  Opera  he  h«d  c$»oppi€d> 
And  which  was  in  manufcript.  LulU  diluted 
forfome  time,  but  all  m  vam ;  at  lafl  he  threw 
it  itito  the  fire  b^ore  the  Prieft*5  fiice,  »d 
deceived  abfolutlon.  On  his  getting  better,  the 
prince  of  Cond^  came  to  &e  him,  and  told  him 

what 


tvliat  a  fiiriplcton  he  had  been  to  deiiroy  ooe  of 
his  fincft  compofitionau  *'  Do  not  condemn 
**  me.  Sir,  unheard,"  replied  the  Muficiaa  to 
the  Prince,  "  I  knew  voy  well  what  I  was 
'"  about:  I  have  another  copy."  LuUidiedat 
iaftof  a  wound  which  he  had  given  himielf  in 
his  foot,  by  boating  time  with  too  much  vk>« 
lence  with  hi^  cane.  A^tated  ty  the  extreme 
remorfe  for  the  free  life  which  he  had  led,  he 
ordered' himfelf  to  be  placed  upon  alhes^and 
a  rope  to  be  put  about  his  neck,  and  with  tears 
in  his  eyes  expired,  chanting  from  the  *^  Prg/Jr 
Eccleftajlicd'  of  the  Romifli  Church,  ♦«  Oh 
"  wretched  finner,  you  muft  die!" 

When  Cardinal  d'Eftrces  was  at  Rome,  he 
praifed  Corelli's  Sonatas  very  much  before  that 
exquifite  Author.  "  Sir,"  replied  Corelli,  ^  if 
^*  they^have  any  merit,  it  is  becaufe  I  have  ftu* 
^  didi  Luffi."  Handel  himfelf  has  imitated 
LuUi  in  many  of  his  Overtures, 


M.  ARNAULD  D'ANDILLY.         " 

X      ThIs  learned  and  pious  liead  of  the  itiaftri- 

pus  ^unily  that  liears  his  o^me^  was  intends 

Jby  Anoc  cf  Auftria  fof  a-:vcqr*€<»fiieja^  efti- 

ployment 


retir^dttSltfee  .c«I«!'»ratfd  feipinarjr.  ©£  l^arAuiB 
9i»$l.qf  pfejy.a^ew  Paris,  fo  ^«eU  J^ljqjvn.bjr  .M«» 
toRV?;9(  .?PJ*  J  ?-oyai  fies  CIjaoiB?.  A*,  by  tin 
|i4iQ^  <f  thftt .  ywi?t)le,  .ScKfiety  ev«ry  ^19911^ 
6iM,  ma^.  ob^d  to.  have  iofhc  n>ao»al  etnjiWgsr 
tnent,  Aroauld  purfued  th^c^^rdening,  Mo 
fent  every  year  .a  prefent  of  fruits  which  he  had 
ailtivat^d  himfelf  to  Anne  of  Auftria :  Cardi* 
nal  Mazarin.jLifed  to  call  tber^,  ^^  ks Jruiis  be* 
nits'*  He  died  at  Port  Royal  at  the  ag^  ;of 
eighty-four  years.  He  is  thus  defcribed  by  a 
.  perfon  who  knew  him  at  the  latter  part  of  hii 
life: 

•     i  ■   "'  "i   *  -      '     \    * 

'  **  His  (parkling  eyes,"  his'  firm  and '  qmck 

f*  flep,  his  yoi^e  of  thunder,  his^  body  upright 

^^  and  vigorouSt.his  gra,y  Jiairs  that  fo,  well  con- 

."  traded  with  the  ruddmefs  of  hi?  cheeks- his 

•        '   .   "  .    •  .*  ■*     .        - »   •'■'-'**' 

"  ^i^ce  in  mounting  and  in  fitting  hishpri^^ 

*'  lii§  ftrengtK  of  memory,  the  readine^  cjt  his 

**  wit,  the  force  of  his  hand .  both  to  hold  hjs 

!*.  pen  ^nd  to  pi:ijn€  his  trees,  inlure  him  a*|ind 

of  immortality  amongft  the  Society  to'  which 

he  belongs/* 


cc 


4k  « 


».' 
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■    M.  Arnauld  tranllMed  tht  Hiftory  <rf  A« 
J^ws  frpTO.,^©  Grecfc  of  ipfsphp**  .*!«  JM^es 

piled 


M.   ARNAULD   P^AHBItLY.  3^7 

piled  from  tht  Fathers  of  the  Church ;  fomft 
hooks  upon  GsHfdening»  and  fooie  jGicitd  Poems» 
which  he  calls  «  (Euvm  Ckr4iieHiies:\  Thcfe 
Poems  were  lately  prefented  to  a  Ladyt  between 
whom  asd  this  virtuous  Nobleman  a  parallel 
might  be  very  fairly  drawn»  The  lowing 
lines  accompanied  them : 

What !  «( (Euvns  CkrHiums*'  tq  B   ■n      fend^ 
What,  teach  ev'n  pious  exeeUence  to  mend  ? 
'  Noi  but  to  fliew  ber  how  in  Ariiauld*s  lines 
Her  laint-like  life  in  his  refie&ed  {bines*  S« 

•*  M,  Arnauld  D'Andilly  is  a  man,"  fays 
Balzac,  "who,  poflTeffing  the  moral  as  well  as  the 
^  Chriftian  virtues^  was  neither  vain  of  the  firil^ 
^  Aqa*  afhamed  of  the  lad/' 

It  was  one  day  obferved  to  M.  Arnauld,  how 
wonderful  it  was  that  his  brotlier's  bodk,  the 
celriifated  "  Lhrr  dt  la  PrtquenU  Cwtmnniim^* 
though  written  by  a  young  man  who  had  juii 
finifiied  his  ftudies,  and  who  had  not  lived  in 
tbe  g^at  woiid,  (hould  have  been  written  with 
fucfa  elegance  and  politenefs.  He  rej^ied,  "  thaC 
"  there  was  no  ground  for  aftonifliment,  for 
<*  that  his  brother  merdy  fpoke  the  lai^a^e 
^  of  his  family." 

M,  D'AmauM  went  to  Veriailles  to  return 

lyouis  XIV.  his  thanks  for  appointing  his  ion 

VQlf.  |v,  ^  M.dc 


3^8  M.   ARKAVLD    B^AKTDILLY. 

M.  de  Pomponne  Secretary  of  State.  Lcmis 
very  obligingly  told  him,  "- thttt  he  was  wcU^ 
**  rewarded  for  what'  he  had  done  for  M.  /de 
"  Porfipbnne,  by  the  applaufes  that  were  unir 
*^  verfally  given  to  the  choice  he  had  made  of 
**  him  for  that  employment  ;**  and  after  hav- 
ing paid  M.  Arnauld  fome  .compliments  upon 
his  yir.tyes  jjid  his  learning,  he  faid  to  Jiim  with 
a  fmile,  "  Y^t,  Sir,  I  cannot  help  thinking  but 
*^  that  you  have  a  fin  upon  your  coxjfcieAce  of 
*^  which  you  have  not  repented." 

♦'  ■  '  « 

V  Ypur  Majexliy/'  replied  M,  Arnauld, "  will, 
*^  I  hqpe>  tell  me  what  it. is,  that  I  may  attempt, 
^^  to  diveft  myfelf  of  it,  eitj^er  by  correfting  it 
"  or  by  doing  penance  for  it." — "  That,  Sir," 
udded;  the  polite  Monarch,  "  is  to  .hay^e  told 
^^  the., world  jn  your  fine  Preface  to  Jofeph^^ 
•*  ,that  you  tranflated  that  author  at  the  age  ;of 
•*  eighty.  Fpr  fur^ly  you  muft  be  a  little  proud 
'*  to.  fee  ypurfelf  at  that  age  ftill  capable  of  pro? 
^*  dupipg  a  work  fo  excellent  and,/f$>  highly 
i^^fteemed."  .       .,,,,    ';    ; 


(I 


M-  Arnauld  wrote  like^yife  the  Memoirs  of 
hh  own  Life,  which  are  excellent. 


C[  5B%zV 


AUNAULD,  BISHOP  OF  ANGERS. 

'      •       •        "        .  * 

It  feems  as  if  all  who  bore  this  illuftrious 
SQariie  were  defigned  to  be  eminent  for  fome*' 
excellent  quality  or* other;  for  learfiine,  for' 
braviery,  for  virtue^^  or  for  piety.    TheBilbop- 
of  Angers,  as  his  N'ephew  telk  us  in  his  iMeihoirsI  ^ 
was  never  once  out  dniisdiocefe*  after  the  care 
of  it'\va§'  cdmmitteH^  to  hV  change.     His  ddi-' 
xikfcjr about  his  epifcopal  'duties  was  fo  great,  that' 
being  bne'day  at  Saumur  within  hts  "diocefe, 
Wtere  Lotris  the  Fourteenth  was  with  his  Court, 
and  ^  he  was  walkihg  with  fome  other  Bifhops, 
tlearing  a  foldier  (ay,  **  WJjj^t,  fliail  we  never  fee' 
^*  any  thing  but  Bimops  here  ?**  he  felt  himfelf 
much  .mortified,  as  if  it  could  *poffibly  have 
regarcied  himfelf.     The  BifKop'was  fo  unneidbf- 
fairily  fcrupulous,  that  paflihg  a  river  in  a  boat, 

where  one  of  the  boatmen  fell  into  the  Water 

'•  .  »  ■•••?         -w 

through  drunkennefs,  and  was  drowned,'  after 
having  lent  fome  money  to  the  widow,  lie  often 
jnade  a  pilgrimage  on  foot  to  an  hermitig^  at 
jfopie  diftance  from'  his  place  of  tefidence  to 

pray  for  the  foul  of  the  boatman, 

*     -J 

f  This  imy  ibe  vny  «:oio?w»4aWte  xin  »  Ci^tbolf e 
Biiliop.  In  England,  our  Prelates  bf  ing  Pacts  as  well  u 
BifhopS)  th^i^  attendance  in  Parliament  becomes  ji  part  of 

Iheirduty.,  •    ' 


»  •  ^»^ 
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ABBE  ARNAUI4> 

was  the  foft.of  M*  •/U'lutifld  D*AndiUy,.;|n^ 
wrote  fome  very  entert^ming  Memoirs  of  b\s 
Xife.  "  My  mother,"  (ays  he,  m  one  part 
of  them»  *^  was  brought  up  in  £)n^land,  whilil 
^'  her  father,  M.  de  b  Bpderie,  was  Amb^tfr 

"  4 

'Vfador  from  the  Court  <^.  France  to.  Jame; 
^f  the  Firft,  She  has  c^n  told  met  that  at 
•*  one  of  fhe  C9m|)ats  between  bull-dqgs.:and 
•*  lions,  in  LonfJqp  (a  %bt  y^ry  commoa  at 
thaf  time  in  En^lanji)  at  ^^\^  the.IJang 
an^  hi3  9^urf  were  prefent,  one  of  th^  Maids 
^*  of  Honour  to  jhe  Qpecn  was  attended  by 
*•  a  young  pian  gf  fafbion  who  was  rouch 
^  attache^}  (o  h^r^  aijd  to  whoin  (he  fljew^g 
"  very  little  kindncfs.  The  Lady,  either  to 
•*  prove  the  ftrength  of  his  paflion,  or  perha 
f*  •«  the  Abbe  fays,  to  get  rid  of  him,  drop 
"  Q^e  of  her  gloves  upon  the  ftage,  and  tuning 
•*  tp  the  Qentlerpaq,  affe^e^  to  appar  e^-. 
f*  tremely  concerped  ^t  hjr  lofs./  j^^ 
^*  knew  what  thi|i  peant,.  ^nd.  ^c6^^^ 
•*  very  coolly  from  his  feat,  w4ke^;up<M\  th| 
*♦  ftage  with  his  fword  drawn,  an3  His  left  arm 
•*  w^P?^  U|>  in  hi?  cloa]^..  ,|^^  fe,  ji|:Hfd 
•*  upiihe*  glpiWfM»^      ha4:j{Spo^^ 

^  fych  ijnioiij^nt  danger,    ^y  good  luck.tb(i 

•  --»'  ■••  '•  -  £<  f 
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^  lion  was  too  much  engaged  on  the  ojppofite 
*^  fide  of  the  fb^  with  the  bull^<^  to  take 
•*  notice  of  him.  He  ftext  i*etired  to  his  feat 
^^  i/Htk  the  ia^e  ^cttBtofefi  with  which  be  had 
*^  ^liltted  k,  w6e4  ttiming  toxthe  Lady,  and 
^^^^vihg'htfr  i'Veiy  gentle  tap  im  the  cheek 
**^wit!i  <h^  glove,  Hercj  Madam*  is  your  glove  f 
*^  Indded  yoii  do 'not  deferve  to  have  a  man 
*^  like  m^rfelf  attifchcd  to  y6u*  From  that 
•?'tiiftei  he  to(^  no  ftirther  notice  of  her^  Hi^ 
*1ieb3«^ioiif  wa*^  the' admiration  of  the  whole 
""^  QMtt ;  helfV  iVas  the^  d^^  acid  thecon^ 


..,.,        ANTHONY  ARNAUti>»  . 

r  BoiLBAi^  calls  hud 

,,^ . ,   J^  f^/fotumt  mrtit  qtu  ait  jamais  ferity 

jtlre'  liioft  leai'iied  man  that  tifdt  vhxXe]  and, 
Indeed,  when  ope  confiders  the  hiimbii'  arii 
^uiaity^f  his  Wi?itu^  we  Ihall  have  lefs  foupl* 


V?'        '         ...     .    ^V  -'. 


•V'tfe ^Sr^  tafiid  iS^ ^bpVai^-W^iic liind&y^ro. 
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Mabdame  de  Guimene  bad  written  to  hutt 
on  the' adulation  of:  her/aniy  ion  with  gneat 
fnaternal  folicitude.  After  aiifwering  her  letter 
ivith  {bme '  detail,  he  adds,  "  Permit  vab  to 
••  aflurc  you,  Madam,"^that  it  h  tnirtly  fvotti 
^  the  fuggeftion  of  rtrc-  Devil  that  you  afleft 
•*  to  fear^  that  in  the  att«tnpt  to  vendet  your 
**  fon  a  man  of  piety,  his  mind  may  become 
*'  confined  and  prejudiced)^  and  that  beings 
^  well'  with  God  he  may  be  ill  with  tlie  world. 
*•  On  the  contrary,  I  tan  feffure  yotiy  thaU:  if 
"  he  is  placed  vmder  the  diredion  tf  proper 
"  mailers,  his  underftianding  and  his  courage 
**  will  be  Gonliderably  enlarged  by  his  piety,* 
"  becaufe  there'  is '"  notfimg.  m  the  world  fo 
truly  grand  as  the  Cbriftian  philofophy,  nor 
any  perfon  {a  noble-niinaed  as  a*  true  Chrif- 
tian*.  Particular  care  will  be  taken  to 
rendw  him  polifhed,  civil^.  and  well-bred,» 
•*  at  the,  fame  time  that  ne  is  taught  tie  proper 
*•  uleofall  thefe  qualities,  and  to  en^loy  them 
f^  rather- for  tha  iemcaof  God  than  iiprth& 

fP  :vaaityjo£the]vorld4'-"D  •  ' 


^Msj;ec9n)i9ended  by  ppllicnejfe  as  aa  accomplidMX>eni. 
"  Gentlcnefs,  humility,*  deference,  afFabilifV,  anda  ro- 
.*^'_ddnefskrte  a^^  ^ci  ferve  on  all  occafions,  areas  ne-- 
'"    •"'*  C   *  *«'ceflary 


r  S43^    ] 
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,  Marshal  DE  navau-Les 


/' . 


At  the  battle  of  Senef  the  Prince  of  Cond^ 
fentword  to.M/de  Navailles  to  be  ready  to 
engage  the  enemy.  The  riieflenger  found  him 
hearing  mafs-:  at  which  the  Prince,  being  en- 
ragedj  muttered  fomething  in  abufe  of  over-^ 
pious  perfons.  But.M.  de  NavailleSj  having 
performed  wonders  during  the,  engagement, 
faid  after  it  to  «he  Prince,  "  Yoiir  Highnefs, 
*'  I ', fancy j  fees  now  that  thofe  who  pr»y  ,to 
""  God  behave  as  weUin  a  battle  as  their  neigh-. 
"  bours/*  * 


ST.EVREMOlSfD    '    <  ' 

I 

was  jlJaptam  of  .the  Guards  to  the  gfejbt  l^rincd" 
of.  Conde.  •  That  Prince  had  the  malignant 
humour  of  amufing  hinaftlf  with  the  foibles  of 

■   # 

•*  Ceffary  iii  the  compofition  of  a  true  Chriftiart,  as  in  that 
**  of  a  well-bred  man;  .  Paffion^  morofenefSj  peeviflinefSj 
•*  and  fuperdiious  fetf-fufficiency,  are  equally  repugnant 
*'  to  the  chara£lers  of  both,  who  differ  in  this  only, — that 
**  the  true  Chriftian  really  is  what  the  well-bred  man  pre-* 
*•  tends  to  bej  and  would  ftill  l>e  better  bred  if  he  was,"^ 
Mr.  Soame' Jenyns's  Works,  vol.  iv.  p.  i^S^ 

24  perfons 
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peribns  of  his  acquiihtance.  St.  Evtemond 
wxote  a  Comedy,  in  which  there  was  a  charafter 
fo  muchfike  that^ot  thd^i>nn^^^^  faw 

his  pwn.f(riljlp4?piae^  in.  k,  ai^  waui  jfe^wjnph 
difpj5jare4,Wh  ^c  aijthor,^  that  ^  tpoi:  .fe^ , 
rcgimejit  from,  huii-    Aimodel  of  pqrfe<Jt  bmt* 
ration  is  to  be  found  in  the  Hiftcry  of  JU^Bpf^  - 
Cere  m  .the  St.  Evttraonian^.  ^ 


o'l  1^1 


CARDINAL  D'EITE.  . 

'**  In  the  difpute  betweett  this  taaguificent,, 
•*  Pnnce  of  the.  Roman  Church  and  tfe  Ami* 
rante  of  Caflile^  Viceroy  of  Naples^.oa  the^ 
lattefs  refufing  tp.,p^y  ,a  certain  xnarlf:  of^ 
refpeft   to  the  Cardinal   in  the  ftreets  of . 
Rome;    the  Italians   faid   of.the  bravery 
"  which  the  French  that  were  at  Rome  ex- 
"  hibited  in  a  ikirmifli  between  them  and  the 
•'  Spaiiiards  upon  this  trifling  occafion,  l^o  we 
"hot  lee  that  the  French  go  to  death  as  if 
"they  were  certain  of  rifing  a^in  thej^e^ji 
"■aavT*  '"      " '       '     ■'"'    '\ 

.     ''        «♦       *^  '  „  _  "      .  , ■-        -•        -         •         »^•• 
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DOM»  NOEL  P»ARGONN£i 

Tb^s  Carthufian  Monk,  of  Chllfen  la  iJor* 
tnandVi  feems  tbe  only  one  of  his  venefibk 
featernlty'WKo-has  ever  written  upon  fubjcdU 
of  Belles  Lettres.  The  firft  tw*o  volumes  of 
that  learned  and  agreeable  Miicellany  *^  Les 
•*  Me/anges  de  la  Literatures^  which  go  under 
the  name  of  Vigneuil  de  Mervilje,  were  com* 
piled  by  him*  The  third  volume  was  put 
together  by  the  Abbe  Banier,  perhaps  from  the 
papers  of  thccl^nt  Garthufian,  who  appears  to 
have  lived  very  much  in  the  world.  He  occa^ 
£onally  fpeaks  of  his  travels  to  Rome ;  and  \m 
obfervations  feem  replete  with  that  knowledge 
and  difcriminatiou  of  chara&er  which  a  fecluded 
life  can  never  afibrd. 

**  The  Paiftters,"**  fiiys  he,  in  the  fecond  vo» 
himes  of  his  Melangesj,  "  who  are  enraptured 
with  their  art,  take  every  opportunity  of 
ik^chiqg  any  fine  heads  they  happen  t^ 
^^  meet  withy  particularly  when  they  have  (bme^ 
thing  extiaordinary  .about  them.  Ankum^ 
ble  imitator  of  thofe  Artifb,  I  make  pi&m*e6 
of  thofe  perfons  in  wliom  I  perceive  any 
thing  remarkable*  Mr.  M.  N«  is  now  under 
^ '  -^y  ?^f  f;!*    He  is  a  man  of  quality,  feniiblci» 

"  handfomc, 


4C 


^46  dom'  no£I^  h^aagWn^: 

handfome,  and  genteel.  He  is  extremely 
pleafaat.in  focieiy^-' bnt  kiiowis  not  what  ii 
is  to  love,  or  to  have  a  real  regard  for  any 
**  one.  *He  is  of  opiftioni- that  the  heart  is 
given  us  memly  to  purify  the  bloody  to  fet  it 
in  motion,  and  to  render  it  perfeft,  and  not 
to  receive  any  ihipreffions  of  teftdemels  or 
*^  of  attachment  to  mankind.  He  looks  upon 
**  this  principal  part  of  ourfelves  as  /a  fimple 
**'  machine,  and  nearly  as  the  principal  pump 
^  of  Paris,  which  ferves  nierdy  to  raife  the 
•'  water  of  the  Seine,  and  to  diftribute  it 
**  through  the  city.  Mr.  M.  N;  pays  vifits^ 
•*  and  is  vifited  in  his  turn:  he  is  polite  to 
every  one.  Every  perfon  who  meets  him 
is  always  glad  to  fee  him,  and  when  he  quits 
him,  it  is  always  with  fome  degree  of  rfegret; 
"  His  underftanding  turns  itfelf  as  he  pleafcs, 
**  and  lie  accommodates  himfelf  to  the  talents^ 
"  and  the  turn  of  mind,  and  the  capacity  of 
•*  every  one  who  comes  near  him.  He  is  a 
•*  Divine  with  Divines,  a  Philofopher  with 
'^*  Phflofophers,  a  Politician  with  Politicians, 
^•*a  hian  of-fi^blick  with  thofewho  have  that 
•^  turn:df  mirfd-  In  'fliort,' prepared  for  :an'y 
^  tliihg,-  he*is  the  man  of  eVery  petfony  and 
•**  'ftrtt  the  mail  of  no  one.  He  forgets^  you  as 
^**  fdoii  ^'your-brfck  is  turned,  and  ^everlifiilks 
•^' but  oFpleafing  fhofe-  wht^  are-immecfiately 
« '  ^'     *  ««  before 


4i 


^  fcefoi*e  hrtfi.  -  Me'  paflSs  ithperceptibly  froi« 
^'  one  fcene  td 'irt6tiier,  ancf  from  oriecharafter 

*  to  aiioti)dr<    He -is  alwitys  himfelf,  and  yet 
•*  life  is  fift*er  bImM"     ««' takes  time  "as  it 

*  comes;  -Th^  day  of^yeftefday  remains  not 

*  in  his  memory,  and  he  ricver  by  care  and 
^*^  by  forefight  anticij[)ates  that  of  to-morrow/*  * 


Dom'  Noel  wrote  Upori  "Education/*  or,' 
the  *'  Hiftory  of  M.  de  Mongade,"  accom- 
panied with  feme  Maxims  and  Refle&ons^ 
Roufleau  appears  to^haWT^ad  this  work^ 
and  to  hare  made  feme  ufe  of  it  in  his 
<*  Emi/er  Dom'  Noel's  Treatife  ''  Sur  la 
><**  LeSure  des:  Peres  de'  V-Epijei'  or  :on '  mc 
tmnnerilL  which  the  Father^  fhould  be  read,  wa» 
a  book^fiuc^h^efte^medinthe  C;a,tholic  Church 


1  '  .  . , . 
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tranflated  Hobbes's  famous  political  Work: 
*^*  Leviathan^'  into  Frentib^T-  to  his*PjgefiiEe4ie 
draws  a  parallel  betweeit%i^  lAaihor  Md  IVfa^ 
^4:hiaveL.  •'  Thereafonihg^^^MachiaTeli*'  lays 
/Ee,  *^  .pf oceed.  from:  a  ^i^H?C^9f^*  i^^^^^ 
%ff  ;^o6^  H^b€^.4<»viiopC9.i94^ 
^  tender,  ^uid  benevoleJiit.  Yet  aft^  ally^adds 
'«i^  he, 


34« 

laf,-'"'Wfi6 Will  bdcoinc  aijdlfol  poKtrciati  by- 
•♦  teldihg^HobbeJ  t-  AH  tharfte^lkt^v  to  $<iafe 
••after  tfie^ltsHan^is^toej^'att'itapoffibfe' 
*•_  chimera,  a  wild .  invention*  a  chaos  of  Gonfii-* 

•^fion.  ,  Bufincfe  and  not  4ecfanktion«  and 
^  liill  lefs  tje  empty  imagnations  of  si.  learned 
••  maa  in  his  ftudy,  niake  jpoUticians.  P^^  %^^^,, 
•f  (aysBbccaJuii,  ^i^*^  ^k/^  ^^/at)g  cjifmi^e^f^ 

ra^ionc.    Lafciamo  difcorji'^  Jp^nia^o;  if  w^izjpi 

mpraiticd 


••'  Zti  j^^^-f*2^^  *^ 


BAYIE. 
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1  / 

:T8tl  ,fewi«?d  and  acqte  .wn^t  :<iw  oifc 

MalNotatifian.  According;  ^O;  1(4.  €l«r^-  h^ 
fittd»  that  he  nev^r  could  be  |;^i^fa||j^a^)^^a 
fUud  the  denwBftrjatlon.of  the  ^ri^  B^i^jpni^isfie 
«f  EWdid*.  5ibe/a(Be  4«fe#  <>f  ^^^^^^saKTH 
tqMve  ||pl]/paved.]nm  in  e^ijt  *hii^|;»fei$biife> 
43id.  He  doubts  and;do«8.ppt  j^oX?  miiMx^au 
ifid  deferve^  weU  what  was  once  (aid  of  him, 

thftt 


fqp)[ic/s,  that  ie.  jpcr^jri^tp^  thrir.  ^n^^ji^^i 


■  I  '  r  »       ■* 


«  *» 


He  taid  onqe  to  Father  Toumemlne,  *!  I 
•f  am  only  ^  cloua-oompclling  JovV  '  JN4y  U-i- 
*^  lent  cohfifts  in  fprming  dcnbts^  but  to  xnjT^ 
^'*  felf  they  are  only  doubts*^*  It  is  u^fortu%. 
nate  for  the  generality  of  his  readers  that  tliqr>, 
are  reafiy  doubts  to  them ;  they  do  not  fw  £|., 
idear  as  himfelf,  who 

Sub  fedibus  vtdlt  nubfs  £t  JidfTfi^ 

Bayle  died,  as  he  lived,  m  obfcurityi  zxA 
with  great  tranquillity  of  mind.    His  will  was 
difputed  in  FV^ce  (from  which  countiy  he  had 
fled  to  avoid  perfecuticm),  add  the^  Far&m^ltb  - 
of  ThwlWife  determined  it  to  l)e  v^lid  >  ^ving- 
aaa  fea€>n>.  thdt  a  man  who  h^' ^i^igbteiieii ' 
mankind  as  Jiayie  had  dolie,  flfoukl  be  cim&dfsr^  > 
edas'belong^fiigtano  particular  tcmntty;  bii|" 
^  a  0ti2to  cf  the  Univierf^*v 


' ' •  •   *>  '  * ' .  -^ , . , , '..».»' 


*  In^^  qiuien  uglm  of  fnioce,  the  ftate  of  ^  ipati  of 
Ict^ri  wa«  more  foofide^  tbH)  \pf  anj;  other  fbuntxy. 
V'Jiie  P9#un^  fiff  }tm^  dforced,,  ^^  1|f)e  4if  &  of  jbe  fx«o^  ^ 
mfing  from  Catilina,  a  Tngedy^rttf  jli^T^t«^ 
Pdfe  trtp»vc^,«hw»W»feriptt  of  »^;^l^}^^l^^cfc  IciaiWf, 
4)or :  the,  vFTiifits  Kq^g  to  hitn  ^  fi;^^  4aiy  of  4Mf  Jjimrf  . 
ptlfomui(c^i|a^      briakra iflk^.»ityj»  H^mM^^^ 
that  lie  mig^  l)i|Vf  contntfkcdi. 


\V'.  Jji''.  L,ii'»R    •* 


1 
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f 

This  fervant  of  the  Jefuits  College  at  Paris, 
cjftlled  that'  cfv XSeanont^  baviagilolen  ione 
pevirter-  plates  "b^Ilj^t^Ing  ■ttx*  that  Soc4et7,  ivas' 
taj^cn  upifbr  thc'rcyteBy,  and  otxaaiijaed  by  the' 
P«&uiKnt  .of.  Palfis; .  He  /at4  in.  his .defeace,' 
tl)at*h&  moft  aiTuredly  had  takei^  the  platesi 
Jfirom  'the  College,*  but  that  he  had  not  Jolejg 
them,  having  a<5led  merely  in  oonformity  to  n 
piaxim  of .  a  Father  of  their  Or4it$r,  Father 
Bauny,  and  who,  in  his  *^  Cafes  of  Confcience,** 
jtfticlc  *♦  Servant$,"  fays,  "  That  fervants  who 
**  arc- not  contented  with  thfir  wa^s,,  xwf 
f^  augment  them  by  getting  into  their  hond^  as 
^  much  property  belonging  to-thfi^maftefsi-ai 
<^:  they  in  their  '<:otiGiiit^e$:  thii^t'^adecimte,  ta 
*f  proportion  thfeir>wages  to  their  ferrices  j  and 
f*'  tha*  it  i^evfen- permitted' them  A>a^  imthis 
*^' manner^* if  tfa^y  af^fo  di£bef^4^i.tlnebt?cir^ 
*'  cumftances,  when  they  offer  ^hemfeive^-  to  ^ 
f*  mafter,  that  they  are  obliged  to  accept  of  th^ 
?f.- wages  offered  to  them  by  mnij  whilft  other 
-V  f^Yajits,  not  .mftfe  cafiable.  tlmp.  tbexiifelYes^ 

Pafcal;  a  work  in  which  this  creal  ^nd  ,|Joa  jjnan  ihewrs 


The  Pajiiament  of  Paris  very  wifely  and  veiy 
juftly  paid  no  reg»id  to  thi$  wretched  fophiflry, 
and  cpndetnned  Jean  d' Alba  to  be  whipped  be*  ' 
fore  the  doorof  the  College  of  Clfefmoilt  by  the'i 
common  hangman,  who  was  at  the  fame  time 
to  burn  the  book'ii  which- this  deteftable  ancj 
pernicious  maxiin  was  contained. 


»  N 


The  Jefuits  were  at  this  tip:^e  in  great  fayouf 
at  the  Court  of  Louis  the.  Fourteenth.    *]3he" 
flatter  was  hufhed  up,  and  Jean  d'Alba  was  np" 
more  heard  of,  ,      " 


it  has  beeriobfervedj,  that,  the  teachers  *^*c^ 
piilchi'evous  and  de|lfuftive'do(5trines  appear  iji 
general  tb  expeft  that  their  fatal  confeqiiencei 
wiir  hever*  reach  themfelves..  The  "  poifoned 
f^'  chalice,  however,  fpmetimes  returns  to  theijr 
f^  own  lips/' 


.  ,.     --  •» 


tf"  .      F         I         -li- 


r 

Thofe' who  inflkme  the  pieople  \o  tumult 
and'to  Tcditioh',  are  often  the  firft  to  perilh  in 
the  conflagratioA  which  they  have  occaficped ; 
f^id  the  propagators  of  immor^  and.  irrcKgteus 


»      IS  •.  ,  ./ 


himfelf  as  mujch  fopeirior  to  prdmary- mortsds,  asinfcm<p 
p»%rof  his  "  jW?<f/"  he  (hews  himfelf?  inferior  to  them; 
A  fele£libn  from  ^h^  *^  Penftes^^  made  with  care,  and 
tranila'ted  i^to  £ngU(h,  would  prove  a  valuable  acqoifitioii 
|o  the  literature  of  this  country,  -      * 

8  opiniop? 
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c^nions  hv^  many  ttnm,  in  theirown  &nd^ 
Ups  and  conneftions  fuffcred  ftom  their  toa 
fucceisiul  eflforts  to  (h^lco  off*  the  iaiutaiy  o> 
ibmint^  impofed  upon  i^ankind  *^ 


ABBt  DE  R ANC^ 

the  Reformer  of  the  Convent  of  La  Ttappe 
i;i  Norma^jr,  hs^d  in  ^ly  life  been  a  man  of 
el^nce  and  of  pleafure.  At  th«  a^  of  four* 
teenj  he  publilhed  an  edition  of  Anacreon  s 
«ad  at  a  very  early  age  was  appQinted  coadju* 
tor  to  bis  uncle  the  Archbiihop  of  Tours 
Having  narrowly  efcaped  bejng  (hot  by  the 
(mrding  qf  a  gun  on  his  fhoulder,  he  became 
a  penitent^  ba^e  adieu  to  the  world  and  its  vota-<K 
r!cs>gave  up  his  preteniions  to  fucc^  his  undc^ 
i^id  ret?red  to  the  Convent  of  La  Trappe :  there 
be  planned  that  YCry  ftrift  lefoni^  »  its  ^fci-^ 
plinei  to  which  i(  has  rigidly  ^dheieo  for  above 

*  A  f<»rvant  of  a  GcntlemaQ  but  too  apt  to  Uazon  hb 
ipfidel  q^inions  mbbcd  hW  matter,  who  rgtfoficb^  faim  ynf 
fevcrely  with  the  crime  which  he  had  coiomitted.  The 
icrvant  replied,  that  as  hit  mailer  l^d  in  his  converfttioDS 
taken  away  the  fuperior  coo&deiatioii  of  a  life  to  come  tm 
reftnin  hiscondu^  heougbt  noitobefiirimzedtf  hisfr»> 
qnent  auditor  tifl^^  t^ie  inffr^or  coQfi^cn|tioo  of  ptmifluneol 
^q  this  |iiei 


feia  dtU^Mtf  ^h-attcfent  'PhSblopheri' •  •'  '-' 

•  •     •  *« 

^  EJurtre  docety  it  tnventt  difcipum. 

t 

Some  of  his  regi^atw'nsTfe'asT^^ 

^*  A  perpetualjiijplffeiis:  tp;I?a  obferved  m 
"  the  Cloyfters.  If  a  ftranger  has  occasion  for 
*^  any  thing  in  the  Convent,  he  muft  addrefs 
**  himfelf  to  the  Porter,  or  to  him  that  receives' 
>'  the  ftrangers ;  becaufe  the  Monks,  beiHg- 
**  obliged  to  keep,  a  moft  flrift  (ilence,  never 
*''give  ally  anfwer  to  thofe  who  fpeak.tb  them/ 


^^ 


^.'  t 


<    *  all  * 


^*  For  the  diet  of  the  Monks,  vegetables^ 
<' "roots,  herbs,!  bread,  and  milk,Alo;ie  fhallbe 
^^"fervecj.^p  In.  the  Kefeftory,. .  They  fhall 
**  never  be  pern^itited  to  talje  there 'either  fifh 

*^'04:^egg$.  ;  ,    .    .  '    ; 

-  J*      '  .  .  .       ...  '      ■   ■       •  •  ■ _ 

V 


-•  *„,. 


"  the.  ftrft*  Monks  of  the  Order  (that  of  St.' 
^^/iiBcncdidfc)  •everilook^ed  upon  working  "with 
^ theii^  Tiands ;^-one  of  their  pirincipal  obliga* 
^*  tiorisi'    The  Monks   fhall  proceed  t6  tlie. 

l>.«c:niaii0£S.Aimt<'ha&4)olhiAg  iigbt;^r.(nDir  hdAi^^^ 

«ufl(c^4tidtti»ft«  in -k.  •  Th^y-  (Ml  ^liot  pertttir 

^*  theit  fenfes  to  be  interefted  in  the  moft  In-' 

Yot.  IV.  A  A  "  different 
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**  different  objefts,  nor  (hall  they  ufe  any  vio- 
**  lent  exertion  even  in  the  very  works  about 
which  they  arc  employed ;  confidering  that 
manual  labour  is  the  firft  puniftiment  an- 
**  nexed  to  fin,  and  an  exercife  extremely  well 
**  fuitcd  to  the  ftate  of  the  poor  and  of  the 
**  penitent,  and  that  it  is  a  very  powerful 
**  means  to  fandtify  them  in  their  profefSon. 

"  They  (hall  never  mention  any  ftory  re- 
**  lating  to  common  life,  under  pretence  of 
.**  drawing  inftrudlion  from  it ;  and  they  fhall 
*•  banifli  from  their  converfation  any  news 
**  from  the  public  papers,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
**  times,  and  of  the  world,  and  of  the  Court^ 
**  and  of  the  College  :  thofe  having  a  tendency 
to  indifpofe  tlie  minds  of  the  Monks  to 
their  prefe^it  fituation,  and  lead  them  into 
diffipation,  and  into  the  remembrance  of 
things  that  they  ought  to  have  forgotten/' 


The  Monks,  except  at  bed-time,  are  gene- 
rally together.  The  Reformer,  like  that  acute 
obferver  of  human  life,  Dr.  Johnfon,  knew  but 
too  well  how  much  more  dangerous  folitary 
vices  are  than  focial  ones ;  and  that  many  per- 
fons  are  reftrained  from  vice  by  the  eyes  of  their 
fellow-creatures,  who  would  not  pay  the  fame 

refpcft 
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refpe6t  to  the  vigilant  eye  of  Omnipotence  and 
Omnifcience  it{el£ 

The  remains  of  this  venerable  Community 
are,  by  the  pious  kindnefs  of  Mr. Weld,  of 
LuLwoRTH  Castle,  fettled  in  his  exteniive 
and  beautiful  domain,  where  every  thing  is  fur- 
niflied  to  them  for  which  their  abftinence  and 
felf-denial  can  poffibly  have  occafibn. 

During  the  late  pfophanation  of  all  ithings 
human  and  divine  in  France,  thefe  illuilrious 
Afcetics  made  a  vow,  that  if  they  ever  found 
a  permanent  afylum  in  Europe,  they  would 
drink  nothing  but  water  in  future.  To  this 
they  have  conformed  with  the  fame  fcrupulo- 
iity  that  has  ever  diftinguifhed  the  Monks  of 
La  Trappe. 

Their  Convent  in  Normandy  is,  as  if  in  de- 
tifion  of  its  ancient  defignation,  converted  by 
the  pi'efent  ruling  powers  of  France  into  a  foun- 
dry for  cannon;  in  which  the  former  folitude 
and  filence  that  prevailed  there,  the  whifpered 
prayers  of  the  affli<Sted,  and  the  foppreffed  fighs 
of  the  penitent,  are  ill  exchanged  for  the  hor- 
rid  din  of  thofe 


-mortal  engines,^whdfe  rude  throats 


Th'  immortal  Jove*s  dread  d^unders  counterfeit. 

A  A  a 
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5 

who  tainllate^  ArijCbtl^'s "  Poetics"  mtp.FrcncJh 
witjk  gieat  fidelity,  was  ^a  ip^n  erf"  very  vio- 
lent temper  a^d  of  very  impnideiit  contiuA, 
and  iiy? 4  in  great  want.  He  is  tlius  ddlcribed 
by  Boileau : 

^  yefuis  rujtique  ^fier^  (^  j*ai  V an^  grijj^n** 

His  difcontented  turn  of  mind  followed  him 
to  the  grave  ;  Sot  as  he  was  dying,  extended  on  a 
mifefablepallet  bed,  his  Confeflbr  exhorted  him 
to  returrr  his:  thanks  to  the  Deity  for '  all  the 
bleflfogs  he  had  -received  from"  him.  '  **  Yes,  to 
"  bie  fore,"  exclaimed  Caffafidce;  "  he  has 
*♦  &i{ered  xnc  ta  play  a  vciy  pitiful  part  here 
indeed.  You  know  how  he  has  permitted 
me  to  live,  and  you  now  fee  how  he  lets 
**  me  die* 


C( 


**'  I  '  '  »      IL 


From  the  prefent  imperfedion  of  things, 
every  ftate  of  life  is  obnoxious  to  difconteiit 
and  coniplaint.  They  howev^er  ffiould  indulge 
them  with  great  raution  whofe  mifery  is  pro- 
cured by  folly  and  by  vice,  arid  who  have  no 
reafon  to  expert  the  interference  of  Omnipo- 
tence in  thofe  diftiefies  of  which  them&lves 
are  the  authors;  'r.    r;    . 
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GUIPATIN. 


< '     »        --  «^  <         • 


This  learned  phyfician  was  a  great  Plater  of 
the  Englifh  nation  on  two  accounts:  -the  firft, 
for  having  put  their  King,  ChaHeis  the  Firflfi  to 
death;  fhe  fecorid; '  for  gMitg'  atitiititinjr  in 
fevers.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  M/'Spon,^  of 
Lyons,  He' fays, 

"  Paris,  6  Mars  1654, 

**  Notre  accord  ^ft  fait  avfec  Cromwell. 
"  Nous  i-econnoiflbns  la  houvelle  Republic 
**  d*Angleterre,  et  nous  aurons  pour  cet  effet 
**  un  Embafladeur  a  Londrfes.  C^ui  qui  y 
**  eft,  fera  continue ;  c'eft  M.  BonJaux,  Maitre 
**  des  Requctes.  J'di  oui  dinir  qjaafaic  vers 
*^  Latins  a  un-hohndte  homme,-^ut  Toirdit 
^*  avoir  etc  envoyez  d'Angleterre,     Les  voici ; 

**  Crtnmvello  furgenie^  jacet  domus  alta  Stuarti 
^  Et  domus  Aurmci  MartiafraSia  jacet ^ 

{<«  ^ufki  jacet  haudmirory  mircr  quod  G alius  Iber^^i 
1^  Et  DanuSy  et  regum  quicquid  ubifue  jacef.^ 

.  ^  At  Croiiiweirs  grifingiun,  in  glory  bright,, 
•^  Nafl^u  wd  Stuart's  ftars  fet  deep  irt  night/ 
♦'  This  is  no  wdnder-^but  I  much  admire 
^<  That  Europe's  ^overeigris  do  not  al!  ctonl|)Jrc 

1  «f  Tocru(hth^Ufurpcr's  ill^acquiredftatei   ' 
i^  And  injured  Royalty  to  vindicate/* 

A  A  3  Patin's 
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Patin'$  Sovereign  L^xiis  XIV.  having  re- 
covered from  a  fever  after  having  taken  anti- 
mony, he  mentions  with  raptures  the  Latin 
lines  that  were  made  upon  the  occafion  s 

yivis  ah  tp9t9^tuf  Reic  Lodovia  Vimm 
^uidmirum?Jiibwplus  valuire preces* 
Id  copliy  non  artis  opusy  fine  lege  midentum 
Nic  datus  ante  Deoj  fie  potes  inde  moru 
Gvihus  ilia  quidimfuerit  medicina/eralisj 
Nil  laduttt  unifos  viva  venena  Deos. 

Great  Louis,  after  poifonyou  fiirvive ! 
No  wonder,  for  our  prayers  have  made  you  live! 
More  powerful  than  the  metal's  pointed  fting, 
Up  to  the  throne  of^  grace  their  way  they  wing. 
This  is  the  work  of  Hcav*n  and  not  of  art, 
.    Sacred  tb  God,  his  care  thou  ever  art ! 
Tb^drug,  thy  fubjeds  fure  and  .deadly  bane, 
The  lord's  anpinte^'s  Jif^  ^flails  in  vain. 


V.  «>       r 


PAVIt^-QN. 


»  ,   *.  '    ^  \  \    s       * 


This  Fr^nchman^  was  ajlTuredly  no  great 
Poet.  He  was  fond  of  books,  yet  could  not 
aiford  to  buy  them.  He /'therefore  rriade  ufe 
of  this  es;pedient:  He  adcJrelTed  a  fonnet  to 
every  author  of  note  who  publiftied  at  Paris. 
This  procured  hup  a  copy  of  the  hook  ei9c  dm 
au£fom. 

.  ■    -^  Public 
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Public  Libraries  (hould  contain  (if  it  were 
poffible)  every  book  that  has  been  printed 
upon  every  fubjeft.  Their  funds  are  in  general 
not  very  large.  This  defeft  was  very  weH  fup- 
plied  under  the  ancien  regime  of  France.  Every 
author  who  had  acquired  permiffion  to  print 
his  book'  at  Paris,  forfeited  that  permiffion  un- 
left  he  printed  it. on, good  paper  and  jexcellent 
type>  and  depofited  a  copy  in  the  Royal  Li- 
brary at  Paris/  "  By  thefe  means  the  King*s- 
Library  wa?  fupplied .  with  every  new  book  at 
no  expence.  This  regulation  might,  in  fome 
degree,  take  place  in  this  kingdom.  By  an  A<3:' 
<rf  the  Legillature,  every  author  might  be 
oblijged  to  fend  a  copy  of  his  book  to  the  Li- 
brary of  the  Britiih  Mufeum  in  London,  and 
to  the  Public  Libraries  of  the  two  Univerfities 
of  England.  This  would  occafion  little  or  no 
defalcation  of  the  profits  of  the  work  to  the  au- 
thor, and  would  eminently  proqiote  the  difFufion 
©jf  le^rnin^  and  of  knowledge, 


PRINCE  EUGENE. 

TniJi  great  General  W4S  ^  n>an  of  letters : 
he  was  intended  for  the  Cbn^ch,,  and  was  known 
at  the  Court  of  France  by  tbe  name  of  the 
Abbe  dp  la  Savqie.    Having  made  too  free  iq^ 

A  A  4  a  letter 
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a  letter  with  feme  of  Louis  the  Fourteehth^s 
gallantries^  he  fled  out  of  l^rance,  and  feiVed 
as  a  volunteer  in  the  Emperor's  fcrvice  in.  Hun- 
gary .  againft  the  Tuiks,  where  he  foon  diftin* 
guiflicd  himfelf  by  his  talents  for  thcL  military 
art.     He  was  prefented  by  the  Emperor  with  a 
regiment,  and   a  few   years  afterwards'  made 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  armies^  :  Louvois, 
the  infolent  War    Minifter  of   the   infolent 
Louis  XIV,   had'written  to  him  to  tell  him 
that  he  muft  never  think  of  retiirningto  his 
country. :   his  reply  wa^,   "  Eugene  etUrera  m 
^^jaur  en  France   en  dipk^  de   Lowuais   et  dc 
"  Louis. ^*     In  all:  his  military  expeditions  he 
carried  with  him  Thomas-  a  Kempis  de  Imitatione^ 
He  feemed  to  be  of  the  opinion  of  th^  great 
Giaftavus  Adolphus,  King  of  Sweden,  "  that  a." 
*^  good  Chriftian  always  made  a  good  fbldier.'^ 
Being  conftantly  bufy,  he  lieM  the  pafEon  of 
love  very  cheap,  as  a  mere  amufement,  that 
ferved  only  to  enlarge  the  power  iof  women,  and 
abridge  that  of  fnen.     He  ufed  to  fay,  "  Les 
*^  amoureux  font  dans  la  /octet e  ^ue  ce  lesfana^ 
•*  tiyj^es  font  en- religion*^ 

The  Prince  was  obfehred  to   be   one  day 
very  penfive,  and  on  being  aiked  by  bis  favour- 
ite- Atd-de-Camp  on  what  he  was  meditating 
(b  deeply,  "My  good  friend,'*  replie^d-he,  "I 
-  8  «  am 
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*'  am  thinking,  if  Alexander:  thfc  Qreftt:iiad> 
"  becA  obliged  tp  \yait  for  the,  approbation. 
**  of  the  Deputies  of'  Holland  befor<ft  he  ^-» 
**  tacked  the  enenxy,.  how^  impoffible  it  tvould, 
*^  have  been  for  him  to  have  m^dq.  fe^Jf ^the 
*f  conquefts  that  he  did,"  :...  . 

•     •     •  ■  ^  •       j-     '••...   ; 

This  great  General  lived  to  a  good  old  age, 
and  being  tarn  Merciirio  -quam  Marti,  "  as  much 
".,a  Scholar  as  ^  S.oldiery"  amufed  himfelf-with 
iTialfing,  ^  fine  coUedion  of  books,  piftures^ 
and  prints,  which  are  now  in  the  Emperor's,  col- 
Ie6tio0  at  Vienna.  The  celebrated -Cardinal 
Paffionei,  then  Nuncio  at  Vienna,  preaqhed  his 
funeral  fermon,  from  this  gra^dand  well-appror 
priated  text  of  Scripture : 

**  Alexander,  fon  of  Philip  the  Macedonian, 
**  made  many  wars,  took  many  ftrong  holds, 
*^  went  through  the  ends  of  the' earth,. tooI<; 
^*  fpoils  of  many  nations :  the  earth  was  quiet 
^*  before .  him,  After  thefe  things  he  fell 
*^  fick,  and  perceived  that  he  (hould  die,'*— :» 
Maccabees,  .  —     . , 


MARSHAL  TURENNE, 

Otho  Venius,  Rubens'  mafter,  publiihed 
a  book  on  the  refemblance  of  th^  countenances 

of 
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of  men  to  thofe  of  animals.  Turenne's  was 
ever  likened  to  that  of  a  Lion;  the  braveiy, 
the  magnanimity^  and  the  humanity  ol  which 
animd  he  poflel^ed  in  an  eminent  degree.  Hie 
Etching  of  Turekne  prefixed  tothis  Article^ 
is  taken  from  a  Drawing  of  Mr.  Rieliardfon^ 
after  a  Terra  Cotta  made  by  the  celebrated 
Puget. 

Who  will  exculpate  Turenne  from  the  ravagpa 
and  horrors  which  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand committed  in  the  Palatinate  ?  His  ad- 
mirer  and  pupil,  M.  de  St.  Hilaire>  fays,  "The 
**  violence  of  the  foldiers  at  no  time  whatever 
'*  knew  lefs  bounds  *,  They  fet  fire  to  every 
thing,  and  pretended  to  authorize  their  vio- 
lences by  thofe  which  had  been  praftifed 
upon  their  comrades  in  the  lame  country 
**  by  the  peafants,  who  came  down  from  the 
hills  upon  them,  to  which  they  afterwards 
betook  themfelves,  after  they  had  cut  their 
''  throats.  But/'  adds  St.  Hilaire,  "  as  if  to 
refine  upon  the  cruelty  of  our  foldiers,  they 
cut  off  the  hands  of  thofe  poor  wretches 
«*  whoip  they  met  with,  and  killed  them  after-* 
"  wards.'* 

•  **  JLafureur  des^oUats  ne  ^onttit  jamais  moins  des  iome^*** 

Mf metres  de  St,  Hix»ai&b, 

Th<5 


TUK.ENNE. 
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The  EhGtOT  Palatine  was  fo  indignant  at 
the  cruelties  committed  in  his  country  by  our 
ibldiers,  that  his  firfl  emotion  was  to  make  it  a 
private  matter  between  himfclf  and  the  General, 
and  to  fend  to  him  a  trumpet,  with  a  cartel 
of  defiance. 


In  his  letter  he  reproached  him  with  his 
change  of  religion,  and  with  ^he  afylum^  whicl* 
his  (the  Eleftor's)  father  had  given  in  his  Elec- 
torate to  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  Turenne's  fa- 
ther. He  taxed  him  with  ingratitude  in  hav- 
ing deftroyed  and  burnt  that  very  country.  It 
finifhed  by  defiring  fatisfaftion  of  him  in  iingjl(^ 
combat,  either  on  foot  or  on  horfeback,  as  he 
pleafed, 

Turenne  made  no  reply  to  the  firft  two  ar* 
tkles*  With  refped.  to  the  third,  he  took  great 
pains  to  perfuade  the  Eleftor,  that  his  own  inhz 
jpds  were  the  s^reflbrs,  and  that  they  pro-* 
yoked  thefe  exceffes  by  the  unheard-of  cruel-, 
ties  they  had  exercifed  againft  the  Freoch  army  j 
and  that  he  could  not  be  furprized  that  fuch 
conduft  had  excited  his  foldiers  to  that  degree 
of  fury,  of  which  himfelf  was  the  fivil  to  lament 
the  excels.  That  with  refpeft  to  the  fingle 
combat  to  which  he  defied  him^  he  was  not  at 
liberty  to  accept  of  it,  as  he  was  not  in  a  fitua-^ 

tion 
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ifon  to  difpofe'of  his  own  peribo  as -he  plcaftd  ; 
Biit  that  he  fhoiild  prefcnt  himfelf  at  the  head 
rf  the  army  whtch  he  commanded,  againft  any 
lUizJt  his  Ekftoral  Highncfe  Ihould  think  fit  to 
eppofe  to  him.^ 

Turenne  never  foigave  himfelf  for  difclofing 
a  fecret  cf  ftate  to  the  beautiful  Madaine 
Cbetqufen.  He  ufed  t6  fay  eVer  aftemafrds  witfi 
fomc  fplcen,*"that  it  was:  Wver  ixnorth  Vi^hile 
•*  for  a'  man  of  h'ohbuf  to  lofe  ahy  of  his  time* 
**  M^th  a  prttty  woman.**'  Many  years  aftef 
lits  diiHbfihg  the  fecTCt  with  which  Louis  the 
Fourteenth  hid  entrufted'hifii,'h6faid,  ''W6 
«•  will  talk'  of  this  miatter^  by  and  by,  if  pit 
**  pleafe,  but  let  us  firft  put  out  the*  can^ 
^  dies/* 


•"'hie  foildWilig  accotiht  ot  the 'ddath  of  tliis 
gfeat  General  is't^ken  from  the  Memoirs  of 
M;  de  St.  HilWe,  a  'BrigacJier-Geileral  in  the 
fefVice  of  *Lbtli^  'XI V.  ahd  who  'Terved  ixndti 
Marfhai  Tutenne  rn  Germa'ny.  ' 

"  M.-  de  Boze  had  twice  fent  to  MarfliaF 
^  Turen^iO'  to  defire  him  to  eoini^  W  a  partiv 
^  cuki^  poft;  Turenne  replted  'to  liis  fetoi*J 
^  meffagej  as^ifhe  had  fSftlefefif  wb^t  t^te  lev 
^  happciif  that   he  w^<dQt<rmiBf?d  ioftsif 


« 
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^  wlierc  hi?.was,:uulef$  fomething  very  extra- 
ordinary ftiouWl  t^e  plape*     Le^  Boae  font- 
a  third  tiEae  by  Count  Hamilton,  to  Kpse- 
fent  to  hiiai  the.abfolute  neceffity  there  wai 
^*  that  .be  fhould  -come  in  peribn  to  giv«  his^ 
""  orders.    Turennc  direftly  mounted  Ids  horle;' 
and  in  a  gentle  gallop  reached  a  ImaU  vaUsey^' 
through  i«fhich  they  took  him,  that  be  mig^t* 
^  be  out  of  the  reach  of  two  iisiall  ^canAomS' 
"^^  that  were  contrtiualiy  firing.     In  his  wasf;^  be* 
**  pcrqe^ved  my  father  upon  a  height,  to  wl^Mn*  ^ 
^*  as  he  had  the  honour  of  his.  codfid^qpe^  he* 
made  up.    The  Marftid,  when  hehadjoiAed* 
him,  flopped  ihortj  and  aiked  w:hea?e  was  tfa^t ' 
'  column  .of  the  enemy's  troq)s,  for  which  they  * 
had  marie  him  come  thitl^n     My  fathef 
**  was  flicwing  it  to  him,  when,  unfortunately" 
**  both  thcfe  fmall  cannons  fired.    The  ball'of  * 
one.  c£  thtm  paffiiag  over  the  croupier  of*,  my  * 
father's  horf^  (hot  off  his  left  ai:m,  took-i^' 
part  of  the  neck  of  my  father's  horie^I  and 
struck  M.de  Turennejn  his  right  fide,  who 
^^  rode  on  a.  few  paces,  and  then  fell  dead' 
from  his  horie. 


1 , ,      I 

^  Xha3  died  that' great  man^  who  never  had 

his  equal,  and;  I  ^m  confi^nt  that  aH  the 

particulars  ;relajtipg  to  h^s  ji^thc  arer£brit5Uy 

tme.    AH  thofe  wl^  j[j^^  w«tten?aboutit 

•*  had 


« 
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•*  had  not  the  opportunity  of  being  acquainted 
••  with  all  the  circumftances  which  I  had.  So 
**  (hocking  a  fight  affefted  me  with  fuch  vio- 
lent grief,  that  even  at  this  day  I  find  it 
more  eafy  to  renew  my  fenfations  than  to 
**  defcribe  them.  I  knew  not  to  which  to  fly 
*•  firft,  whether  to  my  General  or  my  Father. 
••  Nature,  however,  decided  me.  I  threw  my- 
•*  felf  on  the  neck  of  my  father :  on  whom  as 
**  I  was  anxioully  looking  after  thofe  remains  of 
H  life  which  I  nearly  defpaired  to  find,  he  faid 
•*  thefe  words  to  me,  words  which  the  whole 
**  French  Nation  thought  fo  noble,  that  it 
••  compared  the  heart  which  had  didated  them, 
*•  to  any  heart  that  had  ever  animated  the 
**  breafts  of  the  old  and  of  the  true  Romans, 
•*  and  I  think  they  will  not  foon  be  forgotten; 
**  Alas  !  my  fon  !**  exclaimed  he,  **  it  is  not 
•*.  for  me  that  you  fliould  weep,  it  is  for  the 
•*  death  of  that  great  man,"  pointing  to  the 
dead  body  of  M.  de  Turenne.  "  In  all  proba- 
bility you  are  about  to  lofe  a  father,  but  your 
Count  ly  and  yourfelf  will  never  again  find 
a  General  like  to  him  whom  you  have  juft 
loft."  Having  faid  thefe  words,  the  tears  fell 
from  his  eyes :  he  then  added,  "  Alas !  poor 
*'  army  !  what  will  become  of  you  ?"  Then 
recovering  himfelf,  he  faid  to  me,  "  Go,  my 
**  dear,  leave  me,  God  will  difpofe  of  me  as  be 

f*  pleafes. 
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pleafes.  Mount  your  horfe  again,  I  infift  on 
your  doing  fo.  Go,  do  your  duty,  and  I  de- 
fire  to  live  only  long  enough  to  be  afiured 
that  you  have  done  it  well.** 


**  My  father  refitted  all  the  entreaties  I 
*^  m^de  to  him  to  permit  me  to  fiay  with 
^^  him  till  a  furgeon  came,  and  he  could  be 
^  taken  off  the  ground.  I  was  under  the  ne- 
**  cefiity  of  obeying  him,  and  of  leaving  him  in 
^  the  arms  of  my  brother.     I  galloped  away  to 

our  batteries,  to  make  them  fire,  in  hope  of 

avenging  the  lofs  which  my   Country  and 

myfelf  had  fuftamed. 


it 


4i 


"  Some  Officers  of  the  army  whorii  I  faMir 
**  afterwards,  affured  me,  that  the  perfon  whd 
had  fired  that  cannon  fo  fatal  to  our  army» 
had  been  killed  the  iiime  day  by  one  of  our 
iieid-pieces.  We  indeed,  foon  after  the 
**  death  of  M.  de  Turenne,  heard  a  great  cry 
on  the  height  where  was  the  left  wing  of  the 
enemy,  and  we  faw  an  Officer  fall,  apparently 
flruck  by  one  of  our  field-pieces.  He  was 
immediately  furrounded  by  a  number  of 
perfons  who  took  him  up ;  but  he  was  not 
hurt,  the  head  of  his  horfe  only  was  taken 


'*  off.     We  were  informed  that  it  was  M.  dc 
f*  Montecuculi  himfelf  (the  General  of ;thc  jyrmy 


« 


of 
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:^^  of  tiaa  eoeoiy)  ;who  had  efcaped  fuckiilmn- 

» 

•  ,  .  -  .  .  .  .  V 

^  It  is  impoflible  to  omagine  the :  alarm  arid 
*^  the  confternation  with  which  an  army  is  af- 
.**  fefted^  who  lofes  in  the  very  ^ght  of  tlie 
'^  enemy  a;  General  on  whom  it  has  the  molt 
'^*'  teiia&ce^  :and  whom  It  has  as  much  reaibn  to 
^^  ioTO  as  to  refpeft-  Thefirft  emotion'  which 
^  ewry  foldier  in  our  army  felt  on  hearing  6f 
^  the. death  of  M.  de  Turenne,  was  an  impe- 
tuous defire  to  aven^  it  by  immediateiy  at- 
tacking, the  enemy.  Whatever  danger  there 
might  be  in  doing  thisy  it  ceafed  t6  be  dread- 
•*  ed:  whatever  difficulties  might  arife,  they 
" 'wgreimmediatdy-furraxjunted.  In the'midft 
**  pf  all  this  ardour,  which  animated  every  heart, 
terror  and  indignajtion  were  ftiU  impreffed 
upon  every  countenance^  and  that  grief 
which  weighed  down  the  foul,  xmncrved 
'^  eTcry^anm,  and  rendered  tlie.  body  motbn- 
^  lefi,  Icould  nbt  pafs-near  fix  or:feven':foJ- 
diers  or  officers  together  wit  boat  .fedng  .that 
they  were  flhedding  tears.  The  two  Xueute- 
nant-GeneraIs»  not  agreeing  wdli  tog^er; 
^f  were  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty  and  perplexity- 
.**  One  of  them  wiflied  to  grv^e  the .  -eoenty 
♦♦  battle;  the  other,  more  prudent,  kept  him 
"'^baok^^and  it  was  not  till  after  averyvvidicilt 
'      •  '  "  diTpute 
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*•  dkpute,  that  they  agreed  to  attempt  nothing 
that  day  at  leaft.  The  enemy  were  informed 
of  the  death  of  M.  de  Turenne  by  one  of  our 
**  dragoons,  who  deferted  to  them  on  piiipofe 
**  to  acquaint  them  with  it^  It  is  well  known 
•*  that  M^  de  Montecuculi  Could  not  conceal  the 
joy  he  felt  at  bemg  delivered  from  fo  formi- 
dable  an  enemy ;  and  that  he  could  not  help 
giving  on  the  fpot  too  public  and  too  vifible 
figns  of  that  joy,  at  which  he  afterwards  was 

,  .  -•-»..•  . , 

obliged  to  bluftij  when  he  wrote  to  his  Sove- 

'  ■      ■        >       .  .   . 

reign  the  Emperor  on  the  death  of  this  great 
Coiiuriander :  for,^  after  having  congratulated 
*•  him  on  that  event,  he  added,  that  he  was  ftill 
"  obliged  to  rdgret  a  man  like  M.  de  Turenne, 
*'  who  had  done  Co  much  honour  to  human 
"  nature*'* 

Memoires  de  St.  Hilaire,  1766. 

No  greater  teftimony  was  ever '  given  of  the 
iniiitary  merit  of  Turenne  than  that  afforded  by 
the  great  Condc  himfelf.  Previous  to  fome 
battle  in  which  he  was  about  to  be  engaged,  a 
tiifficulty  occurred  not  eafily  fettled  even  by  hi^ 
great  powers  of  refource  and  of  combination. 

*  **  Etant  ferviteur  dc  VEmpereur^  je  ne  peux  «r'  empecher 
•*  de  me  en  rejouir;  mats  je  regrette^  ^  je  ne  faurois  ajfe%  re* 
**  gretter^  un  hmme  au  deffus  Vhomn^y  65*  qui  faijoit  Vkonneur 
^  a  VkumanUL*' 

irou  IV.  B  "n  « What 
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"  \Vhat  now,"  faid  he  to  his  favourite  Aid  (i«t 
Campi  who  was  waiting  for  orders,  "  what  now 
**  wquld  I  give  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  con-^ 
•*  verfation  with  the  Ghoft  of  Turenne !" 

Louis  the  Fourteenth,  on  bearing  of  Tu- 
rcnne's  death,  faid,  ^'  We  have  loft  every  thing* 
"  M.  de  Turenne  is  dead!"  He  foon  after- 
wards promoted  many  General  Officers  to  the 
tank  of  Marlhals  of  France.  Madame  de  Coxr 
nuel,  the  famous  di/eufe  de  bons  mou  of  her  time, 
faid,  "  Que  c*etoit  la  nionnoie  de  M.  Turenne — 
•*  That   they  were    change  for    M.  de  Tur 


"  r^nne/* 


When  Lx)uis  made  him  Commander  in  Chie£ 
of  his  camps  and  armies,  he  laidj ."  I  wi0i  that. 
•*  you  had  permitted  me  to  have  done  fome^ 
•*  thing  more  for  you  j"  giving  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  if  he  had  not  remained  a  Proteftaik^ 
he  would  have  given  him  the  fword  of  Conftabk 
of  France. 

"  Convidion  alone/'  fays  Brotier-i  "  effe(ftc4 
^*  tlie  change  of  religion  in  M.  de  Turenne.. 
His  frequent  converlations  upon  the  contro- 
verted points  of  religion  with  his  nephew, 
the  Cardinal  de  Bouillon,  whom  he  loved 
very  much,  and  who  had  great  influence . 
♦  "  «vef 


U 


^*  over  his  mind,  ftaggcred  and  fatkfiefl  him. 
^*  His  converfion  was  finifhed  by  reading  the 
••  works  of  6offuet,  and  by  perfonal  difctiffions 
^*  with  him.  He  ipent  three  ycarai  lix  confider^ 
**  iiig  the  (iibjedt^  and  when  in  1668  he  had 
**  t^eri  his  finkl  rfefolut;ioh,  and  had  told  bii^ 
Sovereign  of  it,  the  King  faid  to  him,  I  look 
upon  your  converfion.  Sir,  as  one  of  the 
mofi  honotirablc  things  that  can  happen  ta 
^*  the  Church  j  tod  as  one  of  the  ihoft  ufefol  to , 
•*  my  kingdom.'' 

By  a  letter  in  MS.  in  the  Hotel  de  Bouillon 
at  Paris,  it  appears  that  the  Pope  offered  Turenn« 
k  Cardinal's  Hat  on  this  octaiion,  which  he  re- 
fbfcd. 

It  is  Faid'i  thdt  this  great  General  was  origi- 
nally intended  by  his  parents  for  the  church,  in 
ipite  of  his  very  early  difpofitiori  to  a  military 
life.  The  reafon  that  was  afiigned  for  thus 
thwarting  his  natural  genius,  was  the.fuppofcd' 
feeblenefs  of  his  conftitution.  Turenne,  to  (hew 
them  how  completely  they  were  miftaken  in 
that  vcfpoGt^  at  the  age  of  fourteen  dole  away  one 
jiight  from  his  tutor,  and  was  found  the  next 
morning  alleep  upon  a  cannon,  on  the>ramparts 
of  Sedan,  the  feat  of  the  Court  of  his  father  the 
IXike  of  Bouillon.     He  was  then  permitted  to 

B  B    2  follow 
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follow  his  inclination,  and  ferved  as  a  voluiitctt 
under  his  uncle  the  Prince  of  Orange,  with 
great  diftindtion ;  and  by  the  ufu'al  gradations 
rofe  to  the  honour  of  being  a  Marflial  of  France, 
and  a  Commander  of  the '  Armies  of  that  Nation. 
To  the  greateft  prudence  and  courage,  Turenne 
added  the  moft  perfeft  integrity  and  fimplicity  of 
charafter ;  fo  that  Madame  de  Sevigne,  in  one 
of  her  letters,  does  not  hyperbolically  defcribe 
him  as  one  of  thofe  men  w4io  are  to  be  met  with 
only  in  Plutarch's  Lives. 

Turenne  was  eafily  diftingulflied  from  the  reft 
of  his  army  by  a  pyed  horfe,  of  which  he  w^ 
very  fond,  and  on  which  he  conftantly  rode. 
One  of  the  Officers  in  the  army  of  the  enemy, 
knowing  this,  procured  a  Swifs  Officer  in  their 
fervice^  a  celebrated  Engineer,  to  level  a  can- 
non particularljr  at  Turenne. 

*  •      • 

Turenne*s  foldiers,  on  feeing  tlieir  General, 
dead,  furrounded  his  body,  whicli  they  coverc4 
with  a  cloak,  and  watched  over  it  the  whole 
night.  It  was  afterwards  carried  in  great  pomp 
to  the  Royal  Abbey  of  St.  Denis,  near  Paris, 
and -interred  with  thofe  of  the  Kings  of  France. 
In  tfie  late  general  wreck  and  ravage  in  that 
counttjs  of  every  thing  that  has  hitherto  bee» 
deemed  dill'inguifhed  and  facred  among  man- 

kind. 
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Ictnd,  it  was  torn  frora^ifts  peaceful  and  honour- 
able fepulturc, 'and  wa^  found  entiie  ^nd 
perfeift..  ..... 


MONTECUCULl. 

This  celebrated  Commander  ufed  to  fay,  that 
a  great  nuniber  of  Generals  is  as  pernicious  to  an 
army,  as  a.  great  number  of  Phyficians  is  to  a 
lick  man.-  He  entertained  no  very  high  opir 
nion  of  the  efforts  of  allied  armies  in  general. 
They  come  together,**  faid  he,  "  without 
properly  undefftandihg  what  each  other 
means ;  they  have  different  interefts  to  pur- 
"  fue,  whif h  they*  will  not  fufEciently  explain 
*^  to  «ach  other ;  thqir  language  is  different, 
"  their  manners  not  the  fame,  and  their  difci- 
**  pline  diflimilar.     Defenfive  war,**  adds  he,  in 

^       •   A  4  .      P  * 

his  Commentafies,  ',^  requires  more  knowledge! 
"  and  precaution  than  offcnfive  war.  The  leaft 

**  failure  is  mortal,  and  the  want  of  fuccefs  is 

It--  ^ 

exaggerated  by  fear,  which  afts  always  as  a 
microfcppe  to  calamities/* 


Montecuculi  was  ci^lled  by  fomc  of  his  rafh  ands 
mhiexperienced  officers,   tl^e  Temporizer;  for, 
^o^ying  but  too  well  the  uncertainty  and  the 

•  * 

fi  B  3  mifery 
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riiifery  of  War,  he  was  neve^  iii  flhufly  ttv  #i4; 
abattte.tirileft  h6  was  Well  s^red  of  its  iilcctft. 

He  however  told  thofe  who  were  diffatisfied  with 
his  condudt,  *^  I  gloiy  in  a  name  which  was  that 
f *  given  to  the  Roman  General  who  faved  his' 
*^  jcountry, 

,   ^  Sui  cunSlando  reftituet  remJ\ 

Montccuculi  wrote  "  (Commentaries  on  th^ 
*'  Art  of  War  **  in  Italian.  They  have  been 
tranflatcd  into  French* 

,  ■  ..■■.-.•...         J  ^  -        - 

•'  ■  -  * .      .  « 

Due  i)E  MQNTAU9IEBU 


,'.'••'        .    •  I  <         »•  < 


.'^•il 


Tijis  excellent  Nobleman 'was  the  dnginal 
of  the  celebrated  Mifanthrope  of  Motiere.  He 
was  a  man  of  learnmg,  of  honour,  and  of  virtue. 
His  difpofition  was  a  little  cauftlc  an^'fevere, 
which  made  Madarne  de  Choify  compare  him 
to  a  bundle  of  nettles,  which,  in  whatever  way 
it  is  turned,  always  ftihp, 

Montaufier  was  the  only  one  of  the  Courtiers 

OT  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  who  had  the  honcfty 

and  the  fpirit  to  remonftratei  with  him  on  the 

fiibjeft  of  I^is  yuinovs  and    oppreflive   wars, 

.  '     •  '       •  '  '  '  Louis, 


DITC    t)E    MONTAUSIER.,  J75 

Louis,  on  thefe  occafions^  ufec)  .pierely  to  fey 
ito  thofe  about  him,  "  I  cannot  be^iipleifed  at 
*^  any  thing  the  Due  de  Montaufier  fays  to  me, 
^*  for  I  know  he  always  wilhes  me  welL'*' 

Louis,  however,  ftill  perfifted  in  his  fatal  {y{- 
tenl ;  yet  Ibch  atttaftioiis  does  integrity  poShfs^ 
even  for  the  mind  of  a  dfefpotic  and  a  jSatterec^ 
Soveteign,  that  Louis  entrufted  the  care  of  the 
education  of  his  only  foti  f/e  Grand  Daifpkiny  as  h^ 
was  called)  to  M.  de  Montaufier,  arid  appointed 
him  his  Governor.  The  Duke  difchai^ed  the 
high  truft  confided  to  hifn  with  equal  ability 
and  honefty ;  and  iff  this*  fituation  his  memory 
will  ever  be  held  dear  by  fcholars,  as  he  pro- 
cured thi  (Celebrated  Delphin  Editions  of  the 
Latin.  ClafHcs  to  be  made  for  the  ufe  of  his 
Royal  Pupil  i  in  which  defign  he  was  ably  fe- 
conded  by  the  learned  Huetj  who  was  one  of  the 
Prefceptors  to  tlie  Dauphin. 

Montaufier  very  often  gave'  pra6tical  lef^ 
fdias  of  virtue  to  his  pup}|.  He  t(3ok  him  one 
day  into  the  miferable  cottage  of  a  peafaiit 
W^x  the  fiipei-b  paUce  of  Verfailles.  ^'^;See, 
,"  Sir,"  faid  he,  <^  it  is  under  this  ftraw  ropf^ 
^*  and  in  this  wretched  hovel,  that  a  father, 
f*  a  mother,  and  their  children  eitift,  who 
V  are  inceffantly  labouring  to  procuf e  that  gold 
^  %^  ^  ^*  with 
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**^  with  w]bich  your  palace  is  decorated^  and  whflj 
are  nearly  perifliing  with  hupger  to  &ipp^ 
your  table  with  dainties*" 


On  the  day  in  which  M.  de  Montauficr  re- 
figned  his'fituation  of  Governor  tothe  Dauphin, 
on  his  coming  of  ag^,  he  faid  to  him,  ^^  If  your 
Royal  Highnefs  is  a  man  of  honour,  you 
will  efteem  me :  if  you  ate  not,  you  will  hate 
f *  me ;  and  I  fliall  but  too  well  know  the  rca- 
f*  fon  of  your  diflike." 

Louis  the  Fourteenth  told  M.  de  Montaufier 
one  day,  that  he  had  at  laft  giv^n  up  to  public 
juftice  a  man  of  rank  who  had  killed,  nineteen 
perfons.  "  Sire,"  replied  he,  "  he  o|ily  Jdllcd 
one  perfpn,  your  Majefty  killed  the.otbei! 
eighteen.  My  anceftors.  Sire,"  added  he, 
w^je  always  faithful  fervantis  to  their.  Sovc-^ 
reigns  your  predeceffors,  but  they  never  were 
their  flatterers.  Your  Majefty  fees,  there- 
fore, that  the  honeft  liberty  of  fentiroent 
which  I  poffefs  is  a  right  inherent  in  my  fa- 
mily,  a  kind  of  entailed  eflate,  and  that  truth 
defcends  from  fiithcr  tq  fon,  as  a  part  of  my 

inheritance." 

\  • 

Montaufier  was  Governor  of  the  cxtenfive 
Province  of  Normandy,  and  was  fetting  out  for 

tbc. 


the  Coital  of  it,  when-  he  tvfts  informed  ^  tSiat 
the  plague  had  begun  to  naake  its  appeantnce 
in  it.  His  family  endeavouring  to  prevail  uix)ii 
him  to  defift  from 'his  intention,  as  his  health 
might  be  endangefed  by  his  tefidence  in  an  in- 
fedted'City,  he  nobly  replied,  "I  Hdvc  always 
been  firmly  convinced  in  "ihy  mind,  that' 
Governors  of  Provinces,  like  fiifhops,  ate 
obliged  to  refidence.  If,  however,  the  obli- 
gation is  not- quite  fo  ftriA  on  all  occalions^ 
it  is  at  leaft  equal  in  all  times  of  public  cala- 


<< 


mity 


^t 


Mofttaufier  reprefented  one  day  to  his  Sovc;^ 
reign  lA>uis  the  Fourteenth,  the  poverty  of  tlifc 
learned  Madame  Dacier,  and  requeued  a  pen'- 
fion  for.her.  Loviis  told:  him  tliat  flie  was  a 
Pipteftant,  and  that  on  that  account  he  did  ndt 
like  to  diftinguifh  her.  ^'  Well  then,  Sire,^ 
replied  the. Duke,  "  I  will  myfelf  give  her  three 
f*  hundred  louis  d'ors  in  your  Majefty*s  name, 
f  and  when  you  think  fit  you  (hall  return  mc 
^*  r the  money/' 

Louis,  who  v?as  not  fpnd  of  books,  alked  Mon- 
taufier  why  he  was  always  reading,  and  what  good 
it  did  him-  "  Sire,"  replied  he,  "books  have 
f*  the  fstrfte  efFedt  upon  my  mirid,  that  the  par- 
Jf  tridges  your  Majefty  is  fo  good  as  pccafionally' 


^^  to  fend  me,  have  upon  my  body»  they  i^ 
^  port  and  joounfh  it/' 

• 
•«  M.  de  Montattfiftf,^  iajrs  hisi  ^io^^her^ 
*♦  ciied  ia  1691,  at  the  age  cf  fonrfcorc,  rcgpet- 
^  ted  by.  his  virtuous  countrymen,  to  whom  he 
^  was  the  model  ^  and  by  the  men  of  letters^  of 
^  whom  he  was  the  protestor/' 
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This  celebrated  fcholar  aiMl  negotiator  is 
thus  defcribed  by  Madlame  de  &vign€ : — **  Car-r 
5^  dinal  de  Polignac  is  a  man  of  the  moil  ^^ 
**  ^h  ^iHierftanding  that  I  have  eveiT  knmm. 
!•  He  knows  every  thing,  he  talks  u|)on  e¥ery 
¥  thii^;  and  he  has  all  the  loftnefe,  all  th^ 
^*  vivacity,  and  all  the  poHtencfs,  that  one  can 
1*  wi(h  to,  find  in  the  converfa^ion  oC-  any 
•*  man.** 

Louis  the  Fourteenth  iaid  of  M,  de  {\>ligtiac 
when  he  was  very  young,  **  I  have  juft  beeA 
^*  talking,  with  a  i^an^  and  a  very  ycmng  one 
♦*  too,  who  has  pever  once  been  pf  the  fanjd 
H  opinion  with  myfelf,  yet  he  has  never  ^xc^ 
4*  pffcflded  me  by  his  difference  df  opinion/* 


5M<^ 


^  I  d6  not'ktK)\Vliow  it  13,'»  fald  Pdp(J  Alex-  . 
lender  the  Eighth  to  Poligil^<^,  "  you  alwajrs  ap^ 
^*  pear  to  b€of  my  way  of  thinking,  and  yet  your 
f^  qpiniofi  af'laft  gets  the  betteh**  ' 

At  the  Conferences  of  Gertuydenberg,  fp 
mortifying  tof  the  pride  of  Louis  the  Four-, 
teerith.  Buys,  the  head  of  the  Dutch  Deputa- 
tion, interrapted  the  reading  of  the  prelimrna- 
ries  that  were  to  be  fettled  between  his  natioi^ 
and  that  of  France,  by  faying  in  barbarous 
Latin  (alluding  to  the  towns  taken  by  Louis  in 
Flinders),  ♦*  N^  dimittetur  peccafnm  niji^  tolletid 
^  ablatnfny  .  Poligriac  with  gre^t  indignaitiol^ 
re^li^d,  *^*G€nlKmen,  you  talk  too  much  like 
^  perfohs  who  have  not  been  accuftomed  to 
f  be  vidtorious/*  However,  it  the  negotia- 
tions previous  to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  wheh 
the  Diitch,  at  the  inftance  of  their  Allies,  were 
obliged,  to  corlfent  to  a  peace,  Polignac  took 
ample  revenge  on  them,  and  told  them,  "  Gen- 
f*  tlemen,  we  (hall  not  ftir  from  this  place ;  we 
^  (hall  negotiate  in  the  very  heart' of  yotir  Pro- 
f*  vlnccls':  we  fhall  negotiate  telpefting  you; 
^  and  we  flifatt  negotiate  without  you.**  The 
fticcefs  of  this  negotiation  procured  Polignac  a, 
Cardinal's  hat.  Soon  afterwards,  being  con- 
<ferned  in  fome  intrigues  aigainft  the  Regent 
JDuke  of  Orleans,  he  was  banilhed  to  one  of  his 
•,  Abbeysi^ 
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Abbeys,  where,  Tcrifying  the  fentiment  of  Ari- 
ftotk,  "  that  a  good  education  enabl^s^  a  man 
**  well  to  employ  his  leifure,**  he  compofed  his 
celebrated  Latin  Poem  againft  the  fyftem  of 
Epicurus,  called  "  Anti-Lucretius."  The  na- 
tural philofophy  it  contains  is  that  of  Defcartes, 
which  was  at  that  time  in  vogue  in  France,  that 
of  Newton  not  being  then  fufficicntly  known  in 
that  kingdom  *• 

Cardinal  de  Poligriac  remained  at  Rome  many 
years,  Ambaflador  from  the  King  of  France  to 
the  Pope.  While  he-was  in  that  city,  the  capi- 
tal of  the  fine  arts,  he  had  a  pipjeft  for  turn- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  Tiber  for  a  fliort  time, 
and  to  dig  in  the  bed  of  that  river  for  the  re- 
mains of  antiquity  which  he  fuppofcd  hs^  bceft 
thrown  into  it.  "  In  all  the  civil  wars  of  the 
RxHnan  Republic,*'  faid  he,  "  the  party  ihzt 
prevailed  threw  into  the.  Tiber  the  ftatues  of 
the  oppofite  party.  They  muft  ftill  remain 
**  there,"  added  he :  "I  have  never  heard  that 
any  of  them  have  been  taken  out,  and  they 
are  of  too  heavy  materials  to  have  Ijeen  car- 
ried away  by  the  ilream  of  the  river,"  Po*- 
lignac  ufed  to  complain,  that  he  was  fiot  riclx 

*  Benedict  Stay,  a  German,  has  jSnce  put  the  fyftem 
of  S|f  Ifaa^  Newton  into  Liitin  verfe. 

enpug!^ 


U 


u 
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cnoiigh  to  put  his  projeft  in  execution,  even  if 
the  Pope,  by  whom  he  was  much  beloved, 
would  have  given  him  all  the  neceffary  powers. 

The  Cardinal  was  no  lefs  a  man  of  dignity  oif 
mind  than  of  wit ;  he  was  the  protedor  of  the 
EngHfli  at  Rome ;  and  when  one  day,  at  his 
table,  an  Englifh  Gentleman  was  very  witty  at 
the  expence  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  the.  Car- 
dinal put  an  end  to  his  improper  and  ill-timed 
converfation  by. telling  him,  "  Sir,  I  have  or-* 
•*  ders  to  protpft  your  perfoji,  but  not  your 
"  difcourfe."   , 

The  Cardinal  ufed  to  fay,  that  as  he  pafled 
through  Rotterdam  in  his  way  to  Poland,  he 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  celebrated  Bayle,  and  on  afk^^ 
ing  him /of  what  religion  he  then  was  (Baylc 
haying  changed  his  religion  three  times  before 
he  was  five-and -twenty),  that  ingenious  and 
celebrated  writer  told  him,  that  he  was  a  Pro- 
.tefta^t.  "  You  know,.  Sir,*'  added  he,  "that 
*^  I  prpteft:  againft  every  thing  tliat  is  faid,>  and 
•*  every. thing  that  is  done.'* 


,' 
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ANTONIO  PRIOLOi 

A  noble  Venetian,  followed  the  fortunes  ot 
the  great  Duke  of  Rohan>  and  became  after- 
wards Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Longueville  at 
the  Treaty  of  Munftera  He  wrote  a  little  vo-^ 
lume,  "  de  Rebus  Gallicism*  relating  to  what  paf- 
led  in  France  in  his  own  times,  in  which  he 
reprefents  himfelf  as  a  man  peifecuted  by  for- 
tune, and  writing  that  hiftory  to  drive  away 
thfe  melancholy  that  hung  over  him,  without 
toy  reference  to  the  honour  that  was  to  be  ac- 
quired by  fueh  an  undertaking;  *'  Non  fama 
^  fed  requies  mihi  quoejita^  fallendis  innumeris  ta-^ 
**  diisj  ipfe  me  damnavl  in  Jianc  Areham^  He 
ihus  defcribes  the  French  Wits  bf  his  time: 
•*  They  haunt  great  merits  tables*  frequent 
**  theit  own  academies,  and  trick  and  trim 
^  their  native  tongue  without  end:  They  run 
•*  about  this  way  and  that  way  to  make  vifits; 
^*  but  do  hot  delight  infecret  folitudCj  the  only 
^  ferment  of  ftudies  */* 


•  From  the  Tranflation  of  Ghriftopher  Wafe^  Lordofi( 
16yi,  oftavo; 
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When  this  high-minded  Nobleman  was  one 
day  teized  by  fome  of  his  fycophants,  to  profe- 
cute  feme  ncighbouringGentlemen  who  had  (hot 
upon  his  manor^  he  replied,  "  I  fhall  not  foUo^ 

your  advice :  1  liad  much  rather  have  friends 

than  hares,  I  aflure  you^'* 


The  Duke,  from  friehdlhip  to  the  Prince  o^ 
Condc,  engaged  with  him  in  the  intrigues  againfl; 
Mazarin,  and  priveiited  him  from  calling  in  the 
affiftance  of  England  againff  his  countr}^  and  his 

Sovereign. 
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feems  completely  to  have  anfwered  the  de- 
Icriptioh  ^iven  of  the  French  Ladies  of  his 
time,  by  Antonio  Priolo^  in  his  "  Hiftory  of 
**  the  ^Troubles  of  France  during  the  Minority 
"  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth/'—"  The  Ladies,'' 
fays  he,  "  following  fcholarsi  would  mal^c 
ufe  of  detraftion^  in  their  ruelle^^  apd  in 
their' circles,  curiouily  unravelling  the  myf- 
teries  of  Government^  and  catching  at  the 
words  and  aftions  of  the  Cardinal  (Mazarin)* 

"  Som^ 
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••  Some  of  them  proftituting  themfelves  to  g?f 

••  at  the  fccrets  of  the  State,  and  miking  rebels 

< 

•*  of  their  hufbands  (thus  doing  more  hurt 
^  by  their  lives  than  good  by  their  exertions)^ 
«*  fet  all  France  in  a  combuftion.  Afterwards, 
•*  when  their  defigns  failed,  they  pre-condemoed 
themfelves,  and  became  nuns  by  a  falfe  fem- 
blance  of  religion,  and  a  grofs  fuperftition,; 
•*  the  door  being  Ihut  to  their  vices,  now 
•*  grown  out  of  feafon,  and  when  fickly  old 
age,  condemned  by  the  looking-glafs,  and 
by  its  peremptory  fentence,  death,  doth  dread 


tt 


itfelf:'* 


Madame  de  Longueville  took  a  very  decided 
part  in  the  troubles  of  the  Fronde  againfl  Car- 
dinal Mazarin,  and  by  the  power  of  her  charms' 
brought  over  the  celebrated  Due  de.  Roche- 
foucault  to  take  part  with  the  Princes,  and  had 
even  prevailed  upon  the  god-like  Turenne  ta 
make  the  army  revolt  which  he  commanded. 
La  Rochefoucault  faid  indeed  in  the  words  of 
Racine, 

Pour fatisf aire fon  ccsur^  four  plaire  afes  beaux  ysuXj 
y^aifait  U  guerre  aux  Rois^je  C aurois  faite  aux  Dieux; 

After  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Longueville, 
and  when  tlie  troubles  of  France  ceafed,  fhe 

retired 
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Retired  to  a  Convent,  where  the  elidbd  her  days 
in  penitence  ahd  aufterity. 

In  the  zenith  of  her  charms  aiid  of  her  coh- 
fequence,  Madame  de  Longueville  was  taken 
to  pafs  fome  days  at  a  nobleman's  houfe  in 
the  country;  She  was  alked^  as  ufual,  how 
flie  intended  to  entertain  herfelf  there^  whether 
in  walking,  in  reading,  or  in  any  of  the  amufe- 
ments  of  the  field.  She  put  the  negative 
on  thefe,  and  frankly  anfwered,  "  Je  rCaime 
"  point  ki  atnufemens  honneies'*  Her  brother 
thS  Prince  of  Condc  was  one  day  reading  to 
her  part  of  ah  epic  Pbem,  arid  affced  her  what 
fhe  thought  of  it.  .  "  //  ^  tres  beattx^  en  verite^ 
**  tnais  tres  ennuyeux- — It  is  vefy  fine,  to  be  fure, 
**  but  it  is  very  tirefomei" 

Madame  de  LongueViUe  became  quitel  ano- 
ther perfonage  when  (he  becafine  religious*  For 
her  firft  advances  to  that  difpofition  of  mind 
fhe  was  indebted  to  her  aunt  the  Duchefs  of 
Montmorency  (widow  of  the  Duke  of  that 
name  who  was  beheaded  by  the  fanguinary 
Richelieu),  who  had  taken  the  veil,  and  was 
made  the  Abbefs  of  a  Convent  at  Mou- 
lins  *,  to  confecrate  the  remainder  of  her  life 

to 

♦  At  the  Convent  of  the  Urfulins  of  that  Town,  in 

the  Church  of  which  Convent  (he  ere^ed  a  moft  mag- 

VOL.  IV,  c  c    .  nificcnt 
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to  Mfnent  |he  Ipfs  arxl  to.  pray,  for  the  foul  of 
■lierfa<:c^nipliAied  and  beloved  hulband.  Ma- 
dame de  Longueville  was  obferved  one  day, 
at  the  Convent  of  Port  Royal,  fitting  and  con- 
Verfing  wrth*  a-'gentkniMUi.  \idio  belonged  to  that 
cekbrated  feminary  of  learning  and  of  piety^ 
And  who  was  the  gardener  of  the  place-  The 
gentleman  faid  to  her,  "  What  would  the  world 
fay  of  your  Higbnefs,  if  they  faw  a  gardener 
converfing  familiarly  with  you,  and  feated 
•*  in  yeur  prcfence  ?'* — ^^  The  world,^*  replied 
Madame  de  Longueville,  "  would  fay  that  I 

**  am  much  altered." 

> 

At  the  conference  between  Cardinal  Mazarin 
and  Don  Louis  de .  Haro,  which  took  place 
pr^jvious  to  the  celebrated  Treaty  of  the  Py- 
renews,  whilfl:  the  latter  negotiator  was  telling 
the  Cardinal  IhM  one  woman,  meaningJN^dame 
de^ Longueville,  could  not.poilibly  difturb  the 
tranquillity  of  a  great  kingdom  like  that  of 
France:  ^*  Alas,  Sir,"  replied  Mazaqn,  "  your 
•*  Excellence  talks  much  at  your  eafe  upon 
•  V  thefe  matters.  Your  women  in  Spain  med- 
^\.4k  with  no  intrigues  but  thofe  .of  gallantry, 
'**  but  it  is  not  fo  in  France ;  we  have  there 
"  three  women  that  are  capable  either  of  go- 

nificent  Maiifoleum  to  the  memory  of  this  iilaftrious  No- 
Jjlcman. 

•  "  verning 
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^  verning  or  of  deftroying  three  gr^at  king* 
**  doms-^—Madaitie  de  LonguevilIe>  the  Prin* 
"^^  cefe  Palatine>  and  tlie  Duche^  of  Chev* 
**  reufe^'* 


»      I  ilwiMi— Ma^^B— nurf^ 


NICOLO  POUSSIN. 


*'  t)irRiN6  my  refidence  at  Rotte,*'  iay« 
the  ingenious  Author  of  "  Les  Melanges  d^ 
*'  Literatures'^  which  go  under  the  name  of 
Vigneuil  Mcrveille,  "  I  often  faw  Poufliiij  both 
^^  at  his  own  houfe,  and  at  that  of  the  Chevalier 

del  Pofo,  one  of  the  moft  acGomplilhed  Gen* 

^tlemen  of  Italy  of  his  time* 


f 


"  I  have  often  beheld  with  aftoni(hment 
the  great  zeal  that  this  excellent  painter  had 
to  become  perfeft  in  his  art.  I  have  oftea 
met  him,  at  a  very  advanced  age,  amongft 
**  the  ruin$  of  antient  Rome,  and  often  in  the 
Campagna,  and  often  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tiber,  obfervihg  and  drawing  what  he  found 
**  there  moft  to  his  tafte.  I  have  often  fcen 
^^  him  bringing  home  in  his  handkerchief  flints, 
*'  mofs,  flowers,  and  fuch  like  fubftances,  which 
'*  he  was  anxious  to  paint  after  the  objefts 
*^  themfelves* 

c  c  a  ^  I  re- 


J 


^  t  rciiictebclr  to  have  diked  him  one  day, 
*•  by  what  means  he  had  arrived  to  that  great 
^*  degree  of  eminence  In  his  ♦art,  which  had 
••  phctd  hito  fo  very  h^h  amongft  the  great 
«•  ItaliaA  painter*  He  modeftly  replied,  "  Ji 
^  nai  rim  n^gligi^^  I  have  neglefted  notliing 
^^  that  in  any  way  related  to .  my  Art.  And^ 
«  indeed/'  adds  the  Chevalier  del  Pofo,  "  it 
**  appears  by  his  pictures  that  he  ftegleAed  no- 
'•  thing  that  could  enable  him  to  betom^  one 
"  of  the  beft  painters  ifi  the  world. '* 

According  to  f  dibien,  '^\iO  waS  an  ifitimatc 
feend  of  Pcmffin,  his  pidUres  did  not  very 
much  pleafe  the  Romans ;  fo  that  for  a  pi<^v^re 
painted  by  him,  reprefenting  a  Prophet,  he  was 
J)aid  only  eight  livres,  whilft  a  copy  of  it,  made 
by  a  young  artift,  was  fold  for  four  crowps. 
H«  was,  however,  no  complainer  of  his  want 
of  patronage,  and  ufed  dccafionally  to  return 
money  to  thofe  perfons  who,  in  his  opinion,  had 
paid  him  too  much  for  his  labours. 

PoufEn  was  a  man  of  gteat  fimpliclty  in  his 
manner  of  living  and  in  his  converlation.  His 
tvhole  mind  was  occupied  with  his  art,  and 
re'ndered^  him  inienfible  to  thofe  gratifications 
of  luxury  of  which  fome  refined  mind's  are 
but  too  fond    He  was  an  Atheaiaii  in  his  tafte, 

yet 
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yet  a  Spartan  in  his  habits  of  life,  and  XMiited  ' 
the  elegance  of  th^  ohtf  witb  tfeedbflDcritsf'of  the 
other.  •'■-    ^-''   '"••■    -r^---     -id'-     j   ' 


•1 

V 


Pouffin,  when  his  diflbltidon  wasrapproadiingj 
very  faft,  had  received  from  M.  de  .Ghambrai 
his  Treatife  oh  Paiiiting.  '  He  wotc  with  dif- 
ficulty, on  account  6f  his  bodSy  iafir(nities4..and 
thus  addrefled  hin^ :    •      '^      -  '       ... 

"'I  muft.  Sir,  endeavour  tb Toufe:  my felf 

"  after  fo  long  a  filence.  I  muft  make  my- 
felf  underftood  by  you  whilft  my  pulfe  has 
ftill  power  txi'  beat  a  Httle.  I  have  '  read 
and  examined  at  my  leifure  your  book:  On 
the  peifeQ-  Idea  of  Painting,  which  has  finrtd, 

"  as  a  Jcind  of  nourilhnient  to  my  difordered 
mindi  and  I  am  rejoiced  that  you  ye  th^ 
firft  perfon  of  our  nation  who  has  ppene4 

"  the  eyes  of  thofe,  who,  feeing  orilyby -thoi 
eyes  of '  Other  perfons,  permitted  themfelves 
to  be  deceived  by  public  opinion.     Indeed, 

^*  you  have  fo  well  explained  and  enlightwed 

a  fubjeft  very  harfh  and  difficult  to  manage, 

'"■'■'■'-•» 

that,  perhaps,  by-and-by  fome  oric  may  be 

''     ^        -    .    ,  <  '      « 

found  whp  will  be  ^ble  to  irtip^ove  the  art  of 


<c 


cc 


«    r^ainfinrr  *  *? 


pamtmg 

**  There 

•  This  perfon,  indeed,  we  have  the  honour  to  poflTcfs 
at  prefent  in  this  country'l'*'  an  ingenion*  Critic,**^  as 

c  c  3  Dr. 
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**  There  are  nine  this^  in  painting/^  adds 
Pouffin,  in  this  Letter  to  M.  dc  Chambrai, 
"  which  can  never  be  taught,  and  which  are 
"  effential  to  that  art.  To  begin  with  the 
"  fubjeft  of  it,  it  ftiould  be  noble,  and  receive 
no  quality  from  the  perfon  who  treats  it; 
and,  to  give  opportunity  to  the  painter  to 
(hew  his  talents  and  his  induftry,  it  muft 
**  be  taken  as  capable  of  receiving  the  moft 
"  excellent  form.  A  painter  fliould  begin  with 
difpofition,  then  ornament  fhould  follow, 
then  agreement  of  the  parts,  beauty,  grace, 
'*  fpirit,  coftume,  regard  to  nature  and  pro- 
•'  bability;  and  judgment  above  all.  Thefe 
**  laft  muft  be  in  the  painter  himfelf,  and 

Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his  Life  of  Milton,  with  great  Jufticc 
defignates  him ;  a  Gentleman  whofe  ardour  for  art  is  ex*' 
ceeded  only  by  his  intelligence  in  it;   whofe  extreme 
delicacy  of  tafte  is  reftrained   by   bis  candour;   whofe 
great   power  of  judging  critically   is.  fufpended  by  his 
carheft  defire  to  find   out  beauties,  and  whofe  liberality 
toward  the  profeflbrs  of  art  is  boiinded  only  by  his  fa- 
culty of  extending  it:  in  whom  the  love  of 'the  beautiful 
yields  only  to  the  love  of  the  good  ;  in  whofe  intelle£tual 
charadler  fagacity   is  combined  with  invefligation,  and 
knowledge  with  ingenuity;  and  whofe  moral  character  the 
union  of  the  Graces  with  the  Virtues  renders  no  lefs  amia- 
ble than  exemplary.     The  iketch  of  this  charaifler  muft 
have  been  delineated  with  more  than  the  ufual  infelicity 
of  the  pen  that  attempts  it,  if  it  fhould. be  neceflaryto 
uppend  to  it  the  name  of  William  Lock,  Esq^,  of  Nor^. 
bury  Park,  Surry. 

**  cannot 
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**  cannot  be  taught.     It  i^'thie  gulden  bough; 
of  Virgil,  tbstt  jro  otoe  can'ieitbix^fija^^or 
pluCk  unlefs  hia*  &appy*ftar.dondu(9;^ihiin  to  • 
*^  it;     Thefe  nine  points  contain  many  things 
*^  Wdrthy^tO'be  defcribed  by  good  md  by*  il>'- 
*^  teBigent  pens/'  '      .  ;        ' 


i  • 


A  perfon  of  quality  having  one  day  fhewa 
this  great  Painter  a  pidbure.done.  by  hioifelf,, 
h€i'faid;'^*  Stgmre,  non  vi  manca  ch^un  poco^di 
** '  neceffita — ^Yott  only  want  a  little  poyertyj^Sir,^ 
^*  to  make  you  a  good  Painter."  j.    .  : 

r 

•Ga(rdinal  Maffimi,  whjD(>  was  a  great,  admirer 
of  Pouffin,  vifited  him  often  when  he  w^»  at 
Rome,  and  one  evening  ftaid  with  him  till  it 
was  dark.  On  hig^  faking  leave  of  him,  PoufSn 
followed  Ikim  to^^ie  door  .with  a  lamp,  ancj 
condufted -hina  to  his  carriage.  \"  How^I  pity 
"  ybu^  M.,  Poiiflin,"  faid  the  Cardinal,  "  for 
"  not  having  a  fervant ! " — "And  I,  Sir,"  replied 
Poufliin,^  *'  pity  you  much  more  for  having 
^'  fuch  a  ntimber." 

'  PoufSn's  great  work  is  his  fuite  of  the  Sevei\ 
Sacraments,  which  are  wonderfuHy  well  com- 
pofed,  and  mofl  exquifitely  executed;  that  of 
Marriage  is  faid  to  be  reprefented  ma  more 
feeble  manner  than  the  reft*  t  This  gave  riip 

c  c  4  .  to 
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to  the  French  Epigram,  "  Qu'un  ion  marriage 
"  eft  difficile  a  f aire  mime  en  peinture^ 

This  great  Mafter  did  not  meet  with  that 
patronage  and  applaufe  in  his  own  country, 
to  which  he  was  fo  eminently  entitled.  His 
fimplicity  of  ftyle  and  his  chaftity  of  colouring 
did  not,  perhaps,  pleafe  his  countr}^men;  fo 
that  he  twice  took  reft^e  in  Rome,  wh^re  his 
talents  met  with  minds  congenial  to  them. 
At  that  city  he  died  in  1665,  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^ 
feventy-one.  His  life  is  written  by  JM.  Bellori, 
who.  likewife  honoured  his  m^ory  with  thafc. 
lines :  ..... 

Parcepiis  lachrymis\  vhjtt  PussiNtrs  in  urnq^ 
Vivere  qui  dederat^  nejilu's  ipje  mori. 
Hie  iamen  iffeftUt  5  ft  vis  atiJtre  loquenUm^     r '  •  - 
Mirum  ejl !  in  tabulii  vivit  et  elaquituk     '  ' 

Weep  not  forPouflin ;  he  lives  in  the  grave  !  ^ 
How  can  he  die,  who  life  to  others  g^ve  I   ' 
'    Yet  there  he  is  lilent.     Would  you  hear  him  fjied^? 
His  voice  in  his  imprefEve  piflarcs  fcek»  -    .  *^     1  ->- 


As  Poullin  was  one  day  attending  a  ftranger 
to  fliew  him  the  ruins  of  Rome,  the  traveller 

exprefled  a  defire  to  take  with  him  into  his 

•  ~     •      •  ' '         '    ,    * ...  * 

own  country  fome  piece  of  antiquity.  Pouffin 
told  him  that  he  would  gratify  his  wiflii^aiid 
ftoopin^  down  to  the  ground,  brought  up  a 

handfu], 
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Jiandful  of  earth,  mixed  with  fome  fmall  pieces 
of  porphyry  and  marble  nearly  reduced  to 
ppwder.  "  Take  them  for  your  Cabinet," 
f^d  Foyfl^p,  "  and  fay  boldly,  Quefia  e  Rom^ 

The  Crucifixion  is  a  fubjeft  on  which  the 
ajrt  of  Painting\  has  been  long  employed,  and 
Jias  )>e!en  in  general  treated  in  the  fame  unin- 
terefting  manner.  Pouflin  has  treated  it  like 
a  Poet,  and  has  added  circumftances  of  horror 
which  have  efcaped  other  Painters.  He  has 
chofen  the  moment  at  which  the  Son  of  God 
and  the  Saviour  of  Mankind  has  jvift  expired 
on  the  Crofs,  under  a  black  and  a  lurid  fky, 
rendered  ilill  more  fomhre  and  horrid  by  fome 
glimpfes  of  the  Moon,  which  appears  to  have 
hid  its  head,  in  execration  of  the  dreadful  aft 
jufl  committed.  On  a  line  with  the  Crofs, 
is  the  Centurion  with  his  guard,  and  fome 
wQpieni  aqd  underneath  it  are  fome  foldiers, 
who  are  cafting  lots  fpf  the  yefture  of  Him 
who  is  on  the  Crofs.  Three  qr  four  figures  of 
the  Dead  rife  out  of  the  ground  (a  circumftance 
mentioned  by  the  Evangelifts  to  have  taken 
place  at  the  tinie),  and  are  fccn  by  one  of  the 
foldiers ;  who,  in  an  attitude  of  the  extremeft 
terror,  draws  his  fword. 

Pouffin 
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Pouffin  ftudied  the  Antique  with  the  greateft 
diligence,  and  engrafted  its  various  beauties 
and  excellencies  into  his  works.  Raphael  was 
his  favourite  among  the  Moderns,  of  whom  he 
ufed  to  fay,  "  that  the  Moderns  were  afles 
•*  in  comparifon  of  Raphael,  yet  that  he  wa^ 
^  an  afs  when  compared  with  the  Antients." 

The  great   Prince   of  Conde  was   defirous 
to  have  a  pidture  painted  by  this  mafter.    Pouf- . 
fin  thus  wrote  to  his  friend  upon  that  occa- 
fion. : 

*^  I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  reniem- ' 
"  brance  of  me^^  and  the  kindnefs  you  have 
"  done  me  in  not  reminding  his  Highnefs  of 
**  his  intention  to  have  one  of  my  pidures/ 
** .  He  applied  too  late  to  have  juftice  done  to 
*^  his  application.     I,  am  become  too  infirm, 
**  and  the  palfy  prevcijts  me  from  work^mgJ     It 
**  is  npw  fome  tinie  fince  I  have  left  offpainting, 
^^  and  I  thirjk   of  nothing  but   of  preparing 
myfelf  for  death,^    IVty  body  is  already  ^onei 
There  are  no  hopes  of  life :  it  is  all  over  ^ith 
•    me  I 

The  infcriplion  put  upon  ?ouflin*s  monu- 
indent  by  his  friend  M.  Nicaife  begins  t|iusi  and 

well 
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well  defcnbes  the  fuccefsful'  diligence  of  thil 
great  Artift : 

JViV.  Poujfmo  Galileo  I 

Pi^orijiut  atatis  Primarh 

^i  Artem 

Dum  periinaci  Jiudio  profequltur^ 

Brem  ajfeattui^  pofled  vicit. 


RUBENS, 

no  lefs  a  Scholar  than  a  Painter,  animated  the 
efforts  of  his  pencil  by  enriching  his  imagination 
with  paffages  from  Homer  and  from  Virgil, 
Thefe  he  occafionally  repeated  as  he  was  working 
at  his  eafel,  and  called  in  the  afliftance  of  the 
fifter  Art  to  aid  the  poetry  of  the  pencil  by 
tlie  painting  of  words.  With  what  fuccefs  *he 
thus  conjoined  the  Sifter  Arts,  his  celebrated 
Gallery  of  the  iLuxemburgh  will  evince,  which 
has  long  been  the  admiration  of  mankind,  for 
magic  of  colouring,  fertility  of  invention,  and 
grandeur  of  compofition.  Guide  ufed  to  fay, 
that  no  one  put  figures  together  fo  well  as 
Rubens ;  and  indeed,  whoever  attends  to  the 
laft  picture  in  the  Gallery  of  the  Luxemburgh, 
that  of  the  Coronation  of  the  Queen  at  St, 
penis,  muft  allow  that  it  has  never  been  ex* 

ccedcd 


cpeded  in  juflnds,  or  in  Ipleador  ^md   inag^ 
nificence  of  compofition. 

Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  ufed  to  fay,  that  the 
moft  grand  a3  well  as  the  mod  perfcQ:  piece 
of  compofition  in  the  world,  was  that  of  Ru^ 
\>cn*s  pi6hir^  of  the  Fall  of  the  Panned,  in 
the  Gallery  of  Dufleldorf.  The  fubjeft  is 
dreadful;  and  the  ikill  and  artifice  of  defign 
which  are  difplayed  in  combining  together  fa 
varied,  fo  heterogeneous,  and  fo  horrid  a  mafs 
h  wonderful,  and  exhibits  the  great  invention 
110  |el5  than  the  compQlition  of  th?  mafler, 

• 

Rubens  is  ^  ftriking  inftance,  how  much 
eafier  it  is  to  give  precepts  than  to  pra<S:ife 
them.  In  his  "  Treatife  on  Painting,"  he 
advifes  the  {Indent  to  ftudy  with  the  utmoft 
diligence  the  works  of  the;  AAtients,  in  the 
remains  of  their  ftatues  and  t^as  reliefs  :  yet  in 
his  Luxemburg  Gallery,  when  he  introduces 
the  Apollo  Belyidere,  he  makes  rather  an  Apollq 
of  Flanders  than  of  Greece. 

The  Crucifixion  of  St.  Peter  with  his  head 
cjpwnwar^s^  was  the  laft  of  Rubens*  Workp, 
and  that  which  he  admired  the  moft  :  he  gave 
it  to  a  Church  in  his  native  town  of  CologQp. 
f  he  compofition  of  his  celebrated  Taking  Dowp 
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from  the  Crofs  is  faid  to  have  been  borrbwed 
^xadly  from  an  old  Print:  the  original  is 
indeed  excellent ;  and  Rubens,  in  a  moment  6£ 
tdlenefsy  might  perhaps  think  that  be  could  not 
go  beyond  iL 

To  the  talents  bf  a  Painter,  Rubens  added 
all  the  virtues  of  a  Chriftian,  and  the  graces 
of  a  Gentleman.  He  feems  to  have  been 
extremely  liberal,  and  to  have  painted  many 
piAures  for  Churches  and  Convents  from  mo- 
tives of  piety  and  charity.  Thefe  appear  to 
have  been  fbme  of  the  hacppiefl:  efforts  of  his 
pencil,  no  lefs  with  refpeft  to  their  execution, 
than  the  motives  which  infpired  them. 


LE  SUEUR. 


This  excellent  Painter  was  pupil  to  Simon 
Vouet.  He  foon  furpaffed  his  mafter,  and, 
though  he'had  never  quitted  France,  becatne* 
in  fome  points  of  the  art,  one  of  the  firft 
painters  of  his  time.  His  contemporary  Le 
Brun  appears  to  have  been  very  jealous  of  his 
fuperipr  talents  J  for,  on  hearing  of  his  death, 
he  malignantly  faid,  **^  I  feel  now  as;  if  I  had  a 
^  tlwirnjuft.  taken  but  of  my  foot." 


Lc 
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Le  Sueur  died  young,  and  left  behind  hint 
many  works ;  fuch  as  The  Cioifter  of  the 
Chartrcux  at  Parisj  Alexander  and  his  Phyfi- 
cian,'  &c.  that  mjght  rival ,  the  works  o£  ihe 
greateft  painters  for  elegance  of  -defign^  beauty 
of  form,  and  truth  of  expreflion.  In  colouring 
he  was  defeftivei  that  meretricious  and .  ambi- 
tious appendage  of  the  art  where  it  is  exercifed 
upon  great  fubjeds,  and  embraces  extenfive 
compofitions,  the  appropriated  effects  of  which 
•can  be  as  weH  produced  in  i;hiaro  afcuro^ 


>«■*« 


BOUCHARDOM. 

A  MORE  unbiaffed  and  more  unequivocal 
teftimony  was  never  afforded  to  the  merit  of 
the  Iliad  of  Homer,  than  that  given  by  this 
fculpton  By  fome  accident  he  ftumbled  oa 
the  old  miferable  tranflation  of  Homer  into 
French  verfe,  and  the  images  which  it  fupplicd 
to  a  man  of  his  ardent  imaginati<^  ftruck  him 
fo  forcibly,  that  he  told  one  of  his  friends  foon 
afterwards^  "  I  met  the  other  day  woth  an  old 
"  French  book  that  I  had  never  feea  before* 
**  k  is  called  Homer^s  Uiad,  I  think*  I  do 
"  not  know  how  it  is,  but  fincc  I  have  read  it, 

« 

"  men  appear  to  me  to  be-  fifbe^.  fed:  high^^ 
"  and  I  cannot  get  a  wink  of  flcep  at  night." 

D'AIembert, 
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D"  Alembert,  who  mentions  this  anecdote,  fays, 
that  he  once  heard  an  artift  talk  nearly  the 
fame  language  to  him,  "  and  who,*'  adds  he, 
•*  in  fpeaking  like  Bouchardbn,  did  not  fpeak 
**  after  him/' 

The  fpeech  of  Bouchardon  to  his  friend  re- 
fpefting  Homer  induced  the  celebrated  Count 
Caylus  to  fet  about  a  httle  work,  of  great  ufe  to 
painters  and  to  fculptors,  entitled,  "  Tableaux 
*^  tirees  d'Homerey^  odavo. — ^^  Subjefts  for  Ar*- 
<*  tills,  taken  from  the  Iliad  and  the  OdylTey  of 
«  Homer." 


♦  I 


1  *. 
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CHARLES  THE  FIFTH, 

DUKE   OF    LORRAINE. 
[1675— 1690.] 

This  great  aftd  unfortunate  Prince,  accord* 
itigto  Henault,  fucceeded  to  his  uncle  Charles 
the  Fourth,  not  fo  much  in  his  Duchy  as  in 
thc-hopes  of  recovering  it,  it  having  been  wrefted 
from  him  by  Louis  the  Fourteenth.  H^  took 
as  the  mbttb  to  his  ftandards,  ."  Aut  nunc,  aut 
^  mnquum}''  but  was  not  the  more  fuccefsful, 
the  Marftial  Grequi  continually  preventing  his 
entrance  into  :his  dominions^.  He  was- more 
§  fortunate. 


*^ 
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fortunate,  however,  when  he  fought  for  othcfj^ 
and  gained  for  his  relation  Leopold  Emperor 
of  Germany  (whofe  cauie  he  nad  efpoiifed) 
many  viftories,  both  over  hfs  rebellious  fubjefts 
and  over  the  Turks.     He  was  a  Prince  of  great 

ft 

honour  and  piety,  and,  according  to  Maffhal 
Berwick,  fo  difinterefted,  that  when  the  Empe- 
ror was  difpofed  to  go  to  war  with  France  (which 
was  the  only  chance  the  Duke  had  of  recover- 
ing his  E)uchy),  he  wrote  to  him  to  tell  him^ 
that  he  ought  to  prefer  the  general  good  of 
Chriftianity  to  his  private  anirhofities,  and  that 
if  at  that  particular  period  he  would  femploy  all 
his  forces  in  Hungary  againft  the  Turks,  he 
could  nearly  promife  him  to  drive  thofe  infidels 
out  of  Europe* 

The  Jfimperor  a^eed  to  tiiis  magnanilhous 
propofal  of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  and  fent  to 
him  to  come  to  him  at  Vienna,  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  his  armies.  On  his  journey  he  was 
taken  ill  of  a  fever,  and,  a  f(?w  hours  before  he 
died,  wrote  the  following  lettef  to  the  Emperor, 
which  breathes  the  fpifit  of  a  Man,  a  Hero^ 
and  a  Chriftiaii : 


it 

u 


Sire, 

AussiTot  que  j*ai  reju  vos   ordres,  je 
**  ijiis  parti  d'Inlpruk  pour  me  rendrc  a  Vienne, 
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'*  mais  je  me  trouve  arr^tc  ici  par  les  ordres 
**  d*un  plus  grand  Maitre.  Je  pars,  et  -je  vais 
**  lui  rendre  compte  d*une  vie  que  j'aurois  con- 
**  facrce  k  votre  fervice.  Souvenez-vous,  Sire, 
"  que  je  quitte  une  femme  qui  vous  touche, 
**  des  enfans  auxquels  je  ne  laifle  que  mon 
**  epce,  et  mes  fujets  dans  Toppreflion* 

"  Charles**** 

•  / 

Louis  the  Fourteenth,  on  hearing  of  the  death 
of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  nobly  exclaim€|d,  *^  I  #- 
^^  have  then  loft  the  braveft  and  the  mpft  ge*  * 
**  nerous  enemy  I  ever  had.     His  leaft  excel* 
**  lence  was  that  of  being  a  Prince." 

•  Sirc» 

^*  As  foon  as  I  received  your  comnlands,  I  fet  oot  for 
"  Infpruck,  on  my  way  to  Vienna;  but  I  find  myfelf 
*'  flopped  in  that  city  by  the  orders  of  a  ^^reater  Mafler.  I 
^  depart^  and  am  going  to  give  him  an  account  of  a  life^ 
"  that  1  would  otherwife  have  confecrated  to  your  fervice. 

_  *  > 

*•  Remember,  Sire,  that  I  leave  behifid  toe  a  wift  who  is 
*^  your  rektion,  children  to  whom  I  have  nothing  to  give 
•*  but  my  fword,  and  my  fubjefts  who  are  in  a  (late  of 
*'  oppreffion* 

«*  Charles." 
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LOUIS  tHE  FIFTEENTH, 

surnamAd    the    WEL|--BEL0YEJ>, 

This  Monarch,  on  feeing  the  tombs  of 
Charles  the  Bbld,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  of 
Margaret  of  Auftria,  exclaimed,  "  Behold  the 
"  cradle  of  all  our  wars  !'* 

When  he  was  before  the  walls  of  Menin,  in 
Flanders,  he  was  told,  that  if  he  chofe  to  riik 
an  attack,  that  place  would  be  taken  four  days 
fooner  than  it  otherwife  would  be.  ^  Let  us 
"  take  it  then,"  replied  he,  "  four  days  later. 
"  I  had  rather  lofe  thefe  four  days,  than  one  of 

my  fubjeds." 


«4 


He  was  a  man  -of  good  fenfe,  but  of  no  great 
rfeading :  he  ufed,  however,  to  aftonifh  the  No- 
blemen who.  maj^e  up  his  party  in  the  evening, 
by  the  app^^rent  knpwledge  he  had  of  what  was 
going  on  in  the  literary  wo^ld  at  Paris.  He  re- 
ceived every  week  a  precis  of  every  new  book 
that  was  publilhed  in  that  Capital,  made  for  him 
by  one  of  his  attendants. 

"  On  hearing  of  his  death,**  fays  Brotier,  ^*  a 
"  great  Monarch  exclaimed,  "  Louis  was  a 

*  r  i  ft  man 
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^  man  of  uprightnefs  and  integrity,  I  have 
**  known  him  by  a  long  epiftolary  corrcfpond- 
**  ence  which  we  kept  up  together." 

r 

Louis  had,  however,  the  weaknefs  of  giving 
to  his  Minifters  only  a  part  of  his  confidence : 
he  fet  fpies  upon  them ;  and  the  Count  de 
Broglio,  brother  of  the  Marfhal  of  that  name, 
was  at  the  head  of  his  fecret .  and  private  Cabi- 
net, which  not  unfrequently  countera&ed  -the 
plans  of  his  public  and  acknowledged  Admi«- 
niftration* 


LOUIS,  DAUPHIN, 

SON   TO  LO^IS   THE   FIFTEENTH. 

This  French  Germanicus  was  educated  by 
the  virtuous  and  intelligent  Marfhal  de  Muy, 
and  did  complete  juftice  to  the  pains  that  hi^ 
excellent  Governor  took  for  his  education.  "  A 
Dauphin,"  faid  this  Prince,  "  (hould  be  a 
mere  cypher  in  the  Government  of  France, 

» 

whilft  a  King  of  that  Country  (hould  endea- 
vour to  do  every , thing." 


When  Louis  the^  Fifteenth  prefented  the 
Dauphin,  then  a  very  young  man,  to  the  Prince 
of  Conti,  he  faid,  "  Well,  coufin,  what  do  you 

p  D  z.  **  think 
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^  think  of  my  fon  ?^*— «  Sire,"  replied  he,  '•  // 
*^  bd  manjue  fetdement  un  air  du  College : — AH 
•*  that  he  wants.  Sire,  is  to  have  been  broiight 
••  up  at  a  ptubllc  feminary ;  he  wants  that  free- 
••  dom  and  bpenrtefs  of  manner,  that  poffeffion 
*•  of  himfclf,  which  an  aflbciation  with  young 
"  men  of  his  own  age  alotfe  c^n  give  him  *." 

He  ufed  to  fay,  ^^  That  a  Sovereign  (hould 
^  avoid  war,  without  appearing  to  be  afraid  of 
*^  it ;  carry  it  on  with  fpirit,  without  loving  it ; 
"  be  the  firft  to  brave  that  danger  that  other 
*•  peribns  were  incurring ;  (hed  his  own  blood 
**  with  courage,  and  fpare  that  of  his  fub- 
^•jedb/' 

To  induce  the  Dauphin  to  alk  for  a  greater 
allowance  than  his  father  granted  him,  fome  of 
the  perfons  about  his  Court  told  him,  that  the 
Dauphin,  the  only  fon  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth, 
had  a  larger  income  than  himfclf.  "  Indeed,'' 
laid  he,  **  Ifhould  be  ve^y  happy  to  have  my 


•  The  Firenct  Writer  who  tells  this  anecdote  ob- 
fienres,  ^  That,  A\  the  Frcfw:h  Princes  -vtho  have  diftin- 
•*  guifliied  themfflves  were  educated  at  a  public  feminary, 
•♦  as  the  great  Prince  of  Conde  and  his  Brother  at  the 
"  College  Royal,  and  the  late  Prince  of  Conti  at  that  of 
^  Harcourt.'' 


u 


penfion 
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**  penfion  increafed,  were  it  not  railed  upon  my 
*•  father's  fubjeds.** 


cc 
(i' 

I 

if 


Ignorance/*  faid  he,  *^  is  the  greateft  mif- 
fortune  that  can  happen  to  a  Prince.  It  is 
but  feldom  that  a  King  forms,  in  cool  blood, 
a  defign  to  enflave  his  people.  Humanity 
oppofes  it,  and  his  owri  intereft  deters  him 

from  it.     Ignorance  ^one  prevails  upon  him 

> 

to  attempt  it.  Ignorance  then  is  the  fcfurcc 
"  of  all  his  miferies.*** 

"  A  Prince,'*  he  obferved,  "  holds  his  exift* 
**  ence  in  the  political  world  by  his  authority 
"  only.  Not  to  be  perfeftly  acquainted  with 
"  its  .origin,  its  extent,  and  its  bounds,  or  to 
**  know  them  but  fuperficially,  is  neither  to 
"  know  the'  nature  nor  the  properties  of  his 
•*  exiftence,'* 

The  names  of  the  children  of  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily of  France  were  ufed  to  be  infcribed  in  the 
parifh  regifter  of  Verfailles ;  the  Dauphin  took 
his  children  one  day  with  him  to  the  Church  of 
that  Town,  and,  opening  the  regifter  before 
them,  thus  addrcffed  them :  "  Obferve,  my  good 
children,  your  names  following,  in  regular 
order,  the  names  of  the  pooreft  and  of  the 
**  loweft  of  my  father's  fubjedts.  Religion  and 
♦*  Nature  .know  410  diftin&ion :  Virtue  alone 

p  p  3  •*  makes 
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"  makes  the  difference  between  one  perfon  and 
**  another;  and  perhaps  he  whofe  name  you 
"  precede  in  this  book  may  appear  greater  in 
'*  the  eyes  of  God,  than  you  may  appear  in 
"  thofe  of  mankind." 

The  Dauphin,  with  his  ufual  paternal  fblici- 
tude,  caufed  a  book  to  be  written  for>the  ufe  of 
his  eldeft  fon,  the  late  unfortunate  King  of 
France  (a  book  now  become  ufelefs)  fur  k  droit 
public  de  France. 


DUKE  OF  ORLEANS, 

REGENT  OF   FRANCE.     ' 

-  DuCLOS  fays  of  this  Prince,  ".He  was  by 
**  nature  humane,  compafEonate,  Hberal,  and 
^*  brave.  He  would  have  been  a  virtuous  man, 
could  any  one  be  virtuous  without  princi- 
ples/' His  l/ncle  (Louis,  the  Fourteenth) 
faid  of  him,  "  that  he  was  nnfanfaron  des  crimes ; 
*^  ahd,"  added  this  Monarch,  **  I  really  believe, 
^^  that  if  the  Duke  of  Orleans  were  to  be  fe- 

4 

rioufly  ill,  he  would  have  recourfe  •  to  relief 
and  to  holy  water.'' 

Mr.  Pope,  fpeaking  of  him,  (ays, 
«  h  Goaiefs  Regent  trtfmHc  at  a  Staf  P* 

'%  Duclos, 
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Duclos,  in  confirmation  of  his  farcafm  upon' 
the  Duke*s  foolilh  fears  and  idle  fuperftition, 
fays,  "  that!  the  Duke  ufed  to  run  after  every 
**  fortune-teller  and-  aftrologer  that  came  to 
"  Paris,  and  exhibited  in  his  charafter  all  the 
"  credulous  curiofity  of  a  chamber-maid." 

The  Duke  was  a  man  of  talents,  a  Mufician, 
a  Chemift,  and  a  Painter;  and  he  was  more 
pleaied  with  the  compliments  paid  to  him  on 
his  fuppofed  excellence  in  any  of  thefe  arts, 
than  on  any  attention  or  flattery  bellowed  upon 
his  rank  or. his  conrage. 

The  Regent  one  day  gave  his  drawing-mafter 
the  choice  of  two  pidlures  from  his  Gallery.  He 
folicited  two  that  were  painted  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs.  They  were  of  courfe  prefented  to 
him,  with-  a  thoufand  louis  d'ors,  as  a  reward 

* 

for  the  juftnefs  of  his  taftet 

The  Duke  diftinguilhed  himfelf  extremely  as 
a  General  in  Spain,  and  was  a  man  of  great 
fenfe  and  great  eloquence ;  yet,  from  the  want 
of  the  proper  diredion  of  this  aflemblage  of  ta*? 
lents,  his  life  was  pafled  in  a  manner  neither 
happy  nor  honourable  to  himfelf,  nor  ufeful  to 
others.  His  mothej  ixfed  to  fay  of  him,  that 
jit  his  tilth  all  thejtairics  in  the  neighbourhood 

DD  4  werci 
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were  invited  to  bellow  their  favours  upon  him, 
except  one  who  was  left  out  by  accident.  She 
in  revenge  faid,  that  (he  would  make  all  their 
gifts  inefficacious,  by  rendering  the  child  inca- 
pable of  making  a  good  ufe  of  them 

Many  of  the  Regent's  bpns  mots  remain :  His 
definition  of  the  perfons  who  frequent  the  Courts 
of  Sovereigns,  and  are  in  place  with  every  Ad» 
miniftration,  is  excellent :  "  Ce  font  des  parfaiti 
*^  courtefans ;  Us  ont  ni  honneur  m  Aumeur.*^  To 
fome  Ecclefiaftic  of  diftinftion  whofe  charadef 
was  indifferent,  and  who  on  foliciting  the  Regent 
for  a  Bifliopric  told  him  that  he  fhould  be  dif- 
honoured  if  he  was  not  placed  in  that  fituation, 
he  replied,  "  Sir,  I  had  much  rather  that  you 
*^  Ihould  be  difhonoured  than  myfelf," 

\.The  good  StaniHaus  King  of  Poland,  driven 
from  his  dominions  by  the  ferocious  Charles  the 
Twelfth,  took  refuge  in  Paf  is,  where  he  was  fup- 
ported  at  the  expence  of  the  Court  of  France. 
Some  one  complained  to  the  Regent  of  the 
great  fum  of  money  which  this  exiled  Mo- 
narch's fupport  coft,  and  wiftied  him  to  leave 
France.  ^*  Sir,"  replied  the  Duke  of  Odeans 
nobly,  "  France  has  been,  and  I  truft  ever  ,wiU 
•♦  be,  the  refuge  of  unfortunate  Princes :.  and  I 
♦*  ih^ll  mqfl  certainly  not  permit  it  to  be  vior 

<*  latedj^ 
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•*  lated,  when  fo  excellent  a  Prince  as  the  King 
•*  of  Poland  comes  to  claim  it."    - 

England  has  done  itfetf  immortal  honour,  by 
the  proteftion  it  has  afford^  Xo  the  Emigrant 
Nobility  and  Priefthood  of  France  during  the 
late  unparalleled  Revolution  in  that  country. 

The  liberality  and  generofity  which  the  Bri* 
tifti  Nation  in  general  fliewed  to  the  unfortunate 
French  who  have  refided  among  them  gave  oc- 
cafion  to  the  following  lines  in  1791J  to  intro^ 
duce  a  Lady  of  birth,  of  elegance,  and  of  talents, 
to  the  notice  oflhe  Public  as  a  finger. 

*  TO    MADAME    DE    S  -- — -.  * 

From  Gallic  horrors,  and  Sedition^s  roar,. 
Welcome,  fweet  Syren,  to  the  Britifli  ihore! 
From  bis  fan^'d  lyre  fucb  not^s  Aitvphion  dreWi 
^nd  ftraight.Bceotia's  ftones  to  order  flew, 
Leap'd  into  ford^j^  obedient  to  commandy 
And  own'd  the  ni^gi/c  of  the;  ma(l^r's  bapd„  ^ 

Hadft  thou  att^n'd  thy  fwcetly-founding*ftring^ 
Thine  ^nd  thy  injur*d  Country's  wrongs  to  fing^ 
Hadft  thou  bewail'd,  in  thy  all-powerful  ftrain. 
Thy  King"  a  captive,  and  his  Nobles  flai^  j 
Whilft  law  and  right,  the  fanftuary  andthrone^ 
One  equal  wrecki one  monftrolis  ruin  own; 
JJor  age  nor  fex  whilft  Hell-born  ilapine  fpares, 
Th^  hoiry'prdteWd  frbni  ifteiltir  teai^:^'  ^       " 

The 
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The  facred  cloyfter's  reverend  gloom  invades^ 
Drags  into  day  the  Heaven«devoted^maids ! 
And  ({hame !  oh  fhame !}  pollutes  their  pious  ears 
With  taunts  profane,  and  with  indecent  jeers;— 
The  furious  rabble  fure  had  learnt  to  feel. 
Rebellion's  felf  had  (heath'd  its  murd'rous  fteel; 
Difcord  for  once  had  bade  her  horrors  ceafe, 
And  thou  hadft  foothM  the  madd'rtirig  herd  to  Peace ! 

How  vain  the  thought  ?  for  Gallia^s  modern  race 
The  antient  fathers  of  their  foil  difgrace. 
No  more  with  zeal  (heir  Monarch  they  obey ; 
No  more  they  bend  to  Beauty's  fofter  fway ; 
Traitors  to  every  power  they  once  ador'd. 
And  true  to  Licence  only  and  the  Sword ! 
A  Bourbon  novf ,  robb'd  of  l\is  vafl?  domain, 
His  fubje£^s  loyalty  implores  in  vain; 
Proud  Auftria's  daughter,  Gallia's  beauteous  Queeni 
Bleft  with  each  grace  of  Pallas'  lofty  mien, 
Difplays  her  mournful  majefty  of  charms 
Unheeded 'midft  the  dirt  of  civil  arrtist 
Their  Royal  child,  with  fad  affright  oppreff,  ' 
In  vain  feeks  refuge  irt  a  parent's  breuft  5 
In  vain  his  helpTeft  fuppliant  arms  extends^ 
No  pity  foothfe%  no  pious  care  b^fri^nds, 
Whilft  with  a  trembling  voice  and  ftreaming  eyes, 
«  O  fpare  my  mother— fpare  your  CJueen,"  he  cries, 
(Patron  of  wretched  Gaul's  diftrafted  land. 
Oh  fainted  Monarch^,  arm  thy  vengeful  hai^d; 
Gjafp  the  red  bol^  avert  this  foul  difgrace^ 
And  favc  the  glories  of  thy  facred  race !} 

•  'St.  Louis,  tfce  Tutelar  Saint  of  France,  from  whom 
the  prefent  Royal  Family  1^  defcendcA  * 

Then, 
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,  Then,  lovely  Syren,  welcome  to  this  Ifle, 
^Vhere  tempered  Liberty  has  dcign*d  to  finile ! 
Where  laws  in  Freedom's  happieft  hour  defign*d,n 
The  wonder  and  the  envy  of  mankind,  > 

With  equal  force  the  Peer  and  Peafant  bind  ;     •' 
Where  fcale  of  rank  but  fans  the  mind's  bright  fir^ 
And  bids  it  to  each  dignity  afpire; 
Where  Kings,  but  echoing  the  public  voice. 
Reign  by  true  right  divine,  their  people's  choices   - 
No  lawlefs  fway,  no  baleful  power  corifefs. 
Contented  only  with  the  power  to  blefs ; 
Favoured  Vicegerents  of  th'  Eternal  Throne 
In  mercy,  its  lov'd  attribute,  alone; 
Where  every  Mufe  has  fiqc'd  her  willing  fea^ 
Where  every  talent  finds  a  fure  retreat; 
Where  foft  Humanity  (the  country's  boaft) 
Beckons  each  wand'ring  fufFerer  to  the  coait 
Here  whilft  thy  trembling  fingers  ftrike  the  lyre 
To  notes  of  horror  or  of  foft  defire. 
Thy  lips  in  fweet  vibration  pour  around 

« 

Each  mingled  melody  of  vocal  found  ; 

And  whilft,  refponfive  to  the  vi^ll-ftruck  firings^ 

The  little  Loves  expand  dicir  purple  wings,    * 

O'er  every  gharm  of  thy  fair  form  prefide^  , 

And  each  compos'd  and  decent  motion  guides 

Whilft  fad  remembrance  of  a  happier  fate 

(A  huft)and's  love,  a  father's  honour'd  fta^*) 

For  one  fhort  paufe  arrefts  the  licjuid  note, 

And  the  figh  lingers  in  thy  tuneful  throat; 

^  Madame  de  S— *^'s  father  was  Under-Iotendant  to 
M*  Bectier,  the  Intendant  of  Paris,  who  was  butchered  by 
the  mob  of  that  city  a  few  years  agOt 

Whilft 
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Whilft  warm  with  extacy  our  bofoms  gToWy 
For  thy  iad  ills  the  generous  tears  fhall  flow> 
Pity  with  tranfport  in  each  breaft  unite, 
.   And  fympatby  give  virtue  to  delight. '  S. 

In  the  franknefs  and  openn^fs  of  his  charafter, 
and  in  feme  degree  in  his  pcrfon,  the  Regent 
rcfembl^d  Henry  the  Fourth ;  and  he  was  much 
pleifed  when  any  one  noticed  the  refemblancc  to 
him, 

< 

The  Regent  was  a  good  judge  of  painting. 
The  coUeftion  of  pictures  which  he  made  at  the 
Palais  Royal  was  a  very  fine  one,  and  united  in 
itfelf  the  colleftions  ofChriftina  Queen  of  Swe- 
den and  Cardinal  de  Richelieu,  with  the  addi- 
tions  made  to  it  by  himfelf.  Spence  in  his 
**  Anecdotes''  (ays,  that  the  moft  coftly  pidlure 
in  the  colledion  was  the  Belk  Raphael  (as  it  is 
called),  and  that .  it  coft  thirteen  hundred 
pounds.  Ten  thoufand  guineas  were  offered 
lately,  by  a  Sovereign,  for  the  three  Maries  at 
the  Sepulchre  by  Annibal  Caracci.  A  French 
banker  bought  the  Italian  part  of  the  CoUec- 
tion  y  and  the  Flemifh  part  was  on  fale  in  Lon- 
don in  the  year  1 793. 

The  Regent's  fon,  on  fucceeding  his  father, 
ordered  Coypel  to  cut  to  pieces  all  the  indecent 

pi<ftures 
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piAtires  in  the  Palais  Royal.  This  order  was 
not  rigidly  complied  with,  as  fevcral  of  thefe 
pidures  have  made  their  way  into  other  collec- 
tions, as  thofe  of  Drefden,  Berlin,  &c* 

La  Grange  had  written  a  moft  abufive  libel 
upon  the  Duke  of  Orleans  in  verfe :  it  was 
entitled  **  Les  Pii/ippiques^**  and  accufed  him 
of  every  thing  that  was  bafe  and  fcandalous. 
The  Regent  fent  for  him,  and  alked  him  coolly, 
"  Whether  in  hb  heart  he  believed  him  to  be 
**  fo  bad  a  man  as  he  had  reprefented  him.** 
La  Grange  replied,  *'  that  he  had  not  written 
*^  a  fyllable  in  his  book,  that  he  did  not  be- 
"  iieve  to  be  true."—"  Sir,'"  replied  the  Re- 
gent,  ^^  it  is  well  foi  you,  that  you  are  of  that 
"  opinion ;  othervvife  I  flxould  have  ordered  you 
**  to  have  been  hung  tip  immediately  *." 

On  his  being  appointed  Regent,  he  infifted 
an  being  allowed  the  power  of  pardoning.  "  1 
"  have  iio'bbjeAib'n,''  {aid  he,  "  to  have  my 
"  hands  tied  from  doing  harm  j  biit  I  will  have 
"  them  free  to  do  good." 

•  "  Nothing,"  fays  Montefqiilhi,  '*^  fo"'  rfitlcb  leflens 
"  the  chara(fler  of  great  men,  as  the  attention  they  pay 
**  to  their  perfonal  injijries*  I  knqw  two  mea  rwha  were 
"  entirely  infenfi  We  to  thpm,  Ttilius  Ca?faf  and  the.  Regent 
•<  Duke  of  Orleans." 

'    '  To 
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To  his  In&ot  Sovereign  he  behaved  with  the 
Vtmofl  refpc&y  and  took  great  pains  to  inflrud 
hin^*  *^  I  will  conceal  nothing  from  your 
•*  Majefty,"  faid  he  to  him ;  •*  not  even  your 
*•  faults/* 


The  Regent  died/*  fays  Ducbs,  '^  of  the 

indulgence  of  grofs  pleafures  [de  fa  chere 
••  crapule,  as  he  terms  it),  in  fpite  of  the 
•*  advice  of  his  Phyficians  and  of  his  friends, 
•*  A  man,"  adds  Duclos,  "  quits  his  vices 
^*  in  general^  when  he  is  quitted  by  them :  the 
indulgence,  however,  of  grofs  pleafures  is 
too  apt  to  remain  with  him,  till  it  makes 
"  him  at  laft  fall  a  viftim  to  its  pernicious 
^'  effefts." 


MADAME  DE  BAVIERE, 

MOTHER  OF   THE   REGENT   OF   FRANCE, 

is  thus  defcribed  by  Duclos :  "  She  was  ex- 
"  tremely  fond  of  her  fon,  though  (he  was 
"  much  diflatisfied  with  his  conduft.  This 
*'  Princefs  had  great  good  fenfe,  was  a  woman 
."  of  virtue  and  of  honour,  much  attached  to 
**  the  decorum  of  her  fituation,  and  to  the 
"  etiquette  of  her  rank.  An  excellent  ftate 
^  of  health  which  nothing  could  afFedt,  and 

"  which 
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which  prevented  her  from  requiring  any  de- 
licacy with  refpeft  to  herfelf,  made  hhr  ap- 
pear harfli  and  unfeeling  to  others,  whom 
(he  could  not  pofSbly  fuppofe  to  ftand  in 
**  need  of  any  kind  of  management  or  atten* 
^  tion  to  their  feelings.  She  was  a  GermaUt 
^  and  was  extremely  fond  of  perfons  ^f  that 
^'  Nation:  indeed  it  was  fufficient  only  to  be 
^*  of  that  Nation  to  have  a  claim  to  her  atten- 
«  tion/' 

Some  extrafts  from  the  letters  of  this  Prin- 
cefe  to  Caroline  Queen  of  George  the  Second, 
were  printed  a  few  years  ago ;  they  are  curious, 
but  very  grofs.  Mrs.  S ^,  who  was  Bed- 
chamber-woman to  Queen  Caroline,  ufed  to 
fay,  that  (he  remembered  pcrfedly  well  the 
Queen's  receiving  many  of  them,  and  that  (he 
occafionally  faid,  "  Thefe  are  letters  not  fit  for 

every  one  to  read.** 
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On  the  death  of  this  Princefs,  fome  one,  in 
ailufion  to. the  extremely  vicious  charadter  of  her 
fon,  and  to' the  Proverb  that  has  had  its  fanftion 
in  the  experience  of  .all  ages  and  of  all  countries 
to  its  truth,  **  Idlenefs  is  tiie  mother  of  Vice,'* 
wrote  upon  her  coffin,  *'  C'ygyjl  r0ijivete\  Here 
«  lies  Idlenefs." 
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CARDINAL  DUBOIS. 

The  fpeech  which  this  profligate  Minifttf 
delivered  to  the  Affembly  of  the  Clergy,  was 
made  by  Fontenelle,  who  wrote  likewife  the 
Epitaph  for  his  Eminence^  which  he  managed 
extremely  well.  Having  nothing  to  fay  of  the 
good  qualities  of  the  deceafed  Cardinal,  he 
merely  adverted  in  it  to  the  height  of  his  (itui* 
tion,  and  the  uncertainty  of  power  and  of  dig- 
nity. After  the  enumeration  of  ail  his  titles 
and  employments,  he  adds  from  ScripturCi 
**  What  are  aU  thefe  titles  and  honours  but 
**  the  changing  bow  of  Heaven,  and  the  va- ' 
"  pour  that  melts  into  air !  Paflenger,  intreat 
*•  of  Heaven  for  the  deceafed  more  folid  and 
**  more  fubftantial  bieffings." 

The  Monument  reprefents  the  Cardinal  oif 
jhis  knees  with  a  book  open  before  him,  in  which 
there  is  infcribed  **  Mifereret^*  his  eyes-  arc 
turned  towards  the  body  of  the  church,  as 
if  to  intreat  continually  the  prayers  of  the 
congregation  for  him.  The  idea  of  it  was  fug- 
gefted  by  a  relation  of  his,  an  Ecclefiaftic  of 
great  merit.  ^ 

• 

Dubois^ 


J 


Dubois,  foon  after  the  Peace  of  RyfWick, 
Was  in  England,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  a  celebrated  Countefs  of  th^t  Nation, 
whom  he  ufed  to  call  "  Id  plus  beile  Irregulariit 
**  du  Mi)ndey  One  of  her  friends,  ftippofing 
(no  doubt)  that  Dubois  would  become  one 
day  Prime  Minilter  of  France,  gave  hiln  this 
advice :  **  Take  care  never  to  ferve  any  perfon 
too  much  ;  you  will  always  rufTcr  for  it  3  and 
I  fuppofe  that  you  are  hardly  enough  of  a 
Don  Quixote  to  pique  yourfelf  on  the  glory 
^\  -of  making  a  man  ungrateful/* 

The  Cardinal,  who  had  been  exalted  from 
a  very  mean  fituation  to  the  rank  of  Prime 
Minifter  of  a  great  Country^  and  a  Prince  of 
the  Church,  ufed  occafionally  to  exclaimj  iii 
the  midft  of  all  his  confequence  and  (plendor 
(fo  much  envied  by  the  feft  of  mankind), 
Alas  !  how  happy  (hould  I  be,  were  I  to 
return  to  my  old  fituation  and  lodging  lA 
a  good  fecond  floor,  with  an  old  Gouvef- 
••  nante,  and  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
**  a-year  T*  The  obfervant  Fontenelle  ufed  to 
fay,  "  What  always  made  me  fatisfied  with 
**  my  low  condition  of  life,  was  to  fee  Cardinal 
**  Dubois  come  to  me  to  be  foothed  and  com- 
«*  forted,  and  that  1  had  never  ocgafion  to  apply 
;•*  to  him  for  a  fimilar  purpofe/' 

VOL.  IV.  X  £  Soon 
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Soon  after  the  Regent  had  made  Dubois  a 
Councillor  of  State,  he  fent  for  him,  and  taking 
him  by  the  hand  faid,  "  My  good  friend,  wc 
**  muft  now  have  a  little  honefty :  I  muft  beg 
•*  it  of  you  as  a  favour/* 

The  Cardinal  was  a  man  of  very  precife  and 
accurate  converfation,  and  had  a  great  deal  of 
general  knowledge.  This  he  took  care  to  iix^ 
creafe,  by  always  leading,  with  great  dexterity, 
the  perfons  with  whom  he  was  convorfing  to 
fubjefts  on  which  they  had  moft  knowledge  *. 

Mr.  Crawfurd,  in  one  of  his  difpatches  from 
the  Court  of  France,  after  giving  an  account  of 
the  laft  hours  of  the  Cardinal,  embittered  by  the 
moft  horrid  torturer  of  mind  and  of  body,  thus 
delineates  his  character : 

**  His  Eminence  had  no  great  order  in  pri* 
•^  vate  afl^ir?,  nor  even  in  the  condudt  of  the 
great  detail  of  public  bufinefs  which  he  took 
upon  him;  fo  that  there  is  a  gpod  deal  of 
^^  confuiion  in  his  family,  and  amoi^ft  Iu9 

•  "  M.  de  Varillas,*'  feys  Menage,  "  told  rtic  one  day, 
*'  that  nine  parts  out  of  ten  of  what  he  knew,  he  had 
**  picked  up  iu  converfetion.  On  rcEc€tmg  a  Httle," 
adds  Menage,  ^*  I  told  him  that  I  wat  ptecifdy  in  the  fiunt 
«  fituation/* 

1<  Clerks 
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**  Gierks  in  their  different  oiEces;  Hte  could 
never  bring  himfelf  to  diftribute  his  time 
of  doing  bufinefs  into  appropriated  hours 
and  days,  for  the  different  affairs  of  which  he 
undertook  the  detail;  and  by  this  riieans 

"  feldom  had  tinle.to  finifh  any  thing  but 
what  was  immediately  preffing,  and  remained 
almofl  in  a  continual  hurry  by  the  great 
multiplicity  of  affairs  that  neceffarily  crouded 
upon  him  in  fuch  a  country  as  this ;  whilft 
he  Ic^  every  one  know,  that  it  w^s  to  him 
alone  they  muft  addrefs  themfelves,  if  they 
expedted  to  fucceed  in  any  demand  they  had 
«  to  make*" 
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The  Cardinal,  whofe  papers  were  never  put' 
in  any  order,  ufedi  frequently,  in  fearching  after 
any  thing  he  wanted,  to  fwear  exceffively.  One 
of  his  Clerks  told  him,  "  Your  Eminence  had 
^*  better  hire  a  man  to  fwear  for  you,  and  theii 
♦«  you  will  gain  fo  much  time/* 


MR.  LAW. 


This  celebrated  Projedor,  foon  after  his  arri* 
val  at  Paris,  boafted,  "  that  he  would  make 
**  France  fo  powerful,  that  every  other  Nation 
•Mn  Europe  Ihould  fend  Ambaffadors  to  it, 

,     E  E  z  "but 
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•*  but  that  the  King  of  France  fliould  merely 
**  fend  Meflengers  to  the  other  Nations  *.*'    . 

A  friend  of  Law's  alked  him  one  day,  whe- 
ther it  were  true  that  he  was  going  to  war  with 
England.  "  I  (hould  think,"  added  he,  "  that 
"  a  Minifter  like  yourfelf,  whofe  intereft  it  is 
**  to  make  the  State  flpurifli  by  commerce,  and 
•*  by  eftablilhments  that  require  peace,  would 
*•  never  think  of  going  to  war."  Law  calmly 
replied,  "  Sir,  I  do  not  defire  war,  but  I  am  not 
«  afraid  of  it-" 

Law  had  promifed  liis  mafter,  the  Regenty 
mountains  of  gold;  and  when  his  promifes  failed, 
the  Regent  fent  for  him,  called  him  by  all 
the  opprobrious  epithets  that  he  could  think  of 
— "  Knave,  Madman  !"  and  faid,  that  he  did 
not  know  what  hindered  him  from  fending 
him  to  the  Baftile,  for  that  there  never  was 
any  perfon  fent  there  who  deferved  it  fo  well 
as  himfelf. 

•  "  Je  rendrai  la  France  fi  grande^  que  tmttes  les  Naiim 
"  iie  r  Europe  enverront  Jgs  Ambajfadeurs  a  Paris^  et  U  R» 
**  fCcmtena  que  dcs  C wrier s,*^ 
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M.  BOUDOU. 

This  eminent  Surgeon  was  one  day.fent  for 
by  the  Cardinal  Dubois,  Prime  Minifter  of 
France,  to  perform  a  very  ferious  operation  upon 
him. ,  The  Cardinal,-  on  feeing  him  enter  the 
room,  faid  tb  him,  "  You  muft  not  cxpedt. 
Sir,  to  treat  me  in  the  fame  rough  manner 
as  you  treat  your  poor  miferable  wretches  at 
your  Hofpital  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,"— "  My 
**  Lord,*'  replied  M.  Boudou  with  great  dig- 
nity,  "  every  one  of  thofe  miferable  wretches, 
^*  as  your  Eminence  is  pleafed  to  call  them,  i% 
I*  9,  Prime  Minifter  in  my  eyes," 


M.  DE  BELSUNCE, 

]}JSHOP    OF    MARSEILLES. 

**  Marseilles'  good  Bifhop"  was  of  the 
family  of  Belfunce  in  the  province  of  Guienne 
in  France,  He  had  taken  the  vows  as  a 
Jefiiit,  and  became  afterwards  Bifliop  of  Mar- 
feilles.  In  confideration  of  the  eminent  fer- 
vices  he  rendered  to  that  city  during  the  plague 
^hat  vifited  it  in  1720,  the  Regent  offered  him 
^h^  richer  and  more  honourable  fee  of  Laon  in 

E  E  3  Picardy, 
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Picardy,  He  rcfufed  that  biftiopric,  giving  aa 
a  reafon,  his  unwiliingnefs  to  leave  a  flock  that 
had  been  endeared  to  him  by  their  fiifFerings : 
he  was,  however,  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  z, 
peculiar  diftinftion  with  refpeft  to  the  Court 
in  which  ^ny  lawfuits  he  tnight  have  the  un- 
.  happinefs  to  be  engaged  in  fliould  be  tried, 
His  pious  and  intrepid  labours  are  commemor 
rated  in  a  pifture  jn  the  toyvn-hall  of  Marfeilles, 
in  which  he  is  reprefented  in  his  epifcopal  habit, 
attended  by  his  almoners,  giving  his  benediftion 
to  the  dying  and  the  dead  that  are  at  his  feet, 
Father  Vanniere,  in  his  ^^Pradium  Rujiicum^^ 
alludes  to  M,  ide  Belfunce  in  thefe  lines : 


m-^ 


^vita  qui  Praful  et  auri 


ProdiguSy  ajftduis  animos  et  corpora  curis 
Sujfinuity  mortem  vlfus  calcare  metumque 
Intrepido  vadens  perjirata  cadav,era  pajfu. 

Profufe  of  Kfc,  and  prodigal  of  gold, 

The  facred  Paftoi:  tcods  his  fick'ning  fo|d| 

Repofe  of  body  and  of  mind  difdains^ 

To  calm  their  woes,  aod  mittgat;^  tbdr  pmiis  j 

Bravely  deipiies  death,  and  ev'ry  fear, 

"VVith  holy  rites  iheir  drooping  hearts  to  chear| 

Vaft  heaps  of  dead  without  difmay  he  views, 

An4  vvith  firm  ftephis  gcn'rous  way  purf^es, 

Some  others  of  the  Plfliops  of  JProve^nce  a^? 
pientipaecl  with  refped  by  pathex  Vann|w  fQf 
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their  humanity  and  exertion^  on  this  occafioiis 
as  M.  de  yentimille>  Archbithop  ctf'Aix>  &c. 

M.  de  BeHunce  was  an  author.  He  wrote 
the  Lives  of  his  Predeceflbrs  ki  the  See  c^  IVJlar* 
f^iUeSy  and  ibme  rd^ous  tmtfts.  ^ 
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CARDINAL  FLEURY. 

Whbk  the  Abbe  de  St.  Kene  prefented  his 
pfcgeft  of  a  perpetual  peace  *  to  this  wiley  and 
experienced  Minifter,  the  Cardinal  faid>  "  Sir, 
*^  I  am  much  afraid  that  you  have  forgotten 
•*  the  preliminary  article.  You  have  forgotten 
^*  to  fend  a  troop  of  miffionaries,  to  difpofe 
^  the  hearts  and  the  minds  of  the  different 
^  Sovereigns  cf  Europe  towards  yo^r  €3CCellent 
5^  projed.'* 

The  Cardinal^  like  ofur  excellent  Minifter  Sit 
Robert  Walpole,  was  foreed  into  an  expcnfive 
and  ruinous  war  by  the  clamour  of  faftion  and 

*  Soon  after  St.  Pierre  publifhed  his  book,  a  Dutch  Inn<* 
keeper  fet  up  a  fign,  infcribed,  **  a  la  Pa$x  j>erpetuelU.^* 
It  reprefented  a  Church-yard;  as  if  the  mifchievous  paffions 
and  the  follies  of  mankind  were  to  ceafe  only  with  the  total 
r(tin£Uon  of  the  human  race. 

£   S  4  thft 
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the  folly  of  the  people.  On  the  Cardinars  parf , 
indeed,  he  had  taken  the  moft  efieftual  method 
pf  keeping  the  two  great  Nations  of  France  and 
England  in  peFfe<5t  harmony  with  one  another : 
He  ufed  to  remit  to  Sir  Robert  a  certain  fum 
of  money  occafionally,  to  be  diftributed  amongft 
thofe,  who,  from  difappointment  and  a  love  of 
revenge,  were  likely  in  this  country  to  coun^ 
teraft  his  pacific  intenjtion^  *>. 

Fleury  being  one  day  told,  that  he  was  re-? 
fpohfible  to'  his  Sovereign  for  his  conduft, 
replied,  "  Say,  rather  to  Qod  and  to  my  coQt 
*f  fcience/' 

*  The  Afs  loaded  with  gold  by  Philip  of  Maccdon  took 
more  Towns,  perhaps,  than  his  well-difciplmed  and  expc^ 
rienced  armies.  The  French  have  ever  known  how  to 
#  apply  that  univerfal  agetit  with  great  fuccefs.  Moft  wars- 
end  as  moft  revolutions  begin,  from  the  want  of  money; 
it  would  therefore  feein  to  be  good  policy,  aoc}  even  a  great 
faving  of  the  precious  metal,  no  lefs  than  of  the  lives  and 
the  happineis  of  mankind  (which  are  not  ofteii  fufficiently 
confidered  in  the  accounts  of  Statefmen)  if  the  moft  dnead^ 
^1  of  human  calamities  was -attempted  to  be  prevented  bjr 
^e  fame  means  whi^h  eventually  put  a  ftop  to.  its  prosr^fs^ 
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MARSHAL  SAXE, 

To  the  honouf  of  the  humanity  of  this  great 
General,  the  foDowing  ftory,  told  of  him  by  M, 
de  Senac,  his  Phyfician,  fliould  be  mentioned. 
The  night  before  the  battle  pf  Raucour,  M, 
de  Sensi^c  obferved  his  illuftrious  patient  very 
thoiightful,  and  afked  him  the  reafon  of  it ;  whea 
he  replied  in  apaflage  from  the  ^'^Andromaque*'^ 
pf  Racine^ 

Sengiyfongcy  Senacy  a  cefte  nmt  cruellij 

^ifut  potfr  tout  un  peuple  ur^e  nuit  eternelk*  ^  ^ 

$^nge  aux  cris  dfs  vainaueursyfongc  aux  (ris  des  moi$% 

ransy 
pans  lajlammi  etouffisfous  kfir  expirans  ; 

Think,  diink,  my  frieod,  what  horrid  woes 
To-morrow*s  morning  muft  difcjofe 
To  thouiknds,  by  Fate's  baf d  decree| 
The  laft  mora  they  (hall  ever  fee, 
Think  how  the  dying  and  the  dead  ~ 
O'er  yon  extenfive  plain  ihallfpreadf 
What  horrid  (pe£tacles  afFonI, 
Scorched  by  the  flames,  pierced  by  th^  fword; 

^'  and  added,  Et  tous  lerfoldats  tCenfavoient  rien, 
^  encore — And  all  thefe  Soldiers  knew  nothingj 
f  at  all  of  what  was  to  fiappen." 


The 
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The  foUowbg  Letters  were  written  by  Mar* 
ihal  Saxe  to  M,  D'Eon  de  Tifle,  Cenfor  Royal, 
and  Secretary  to  tlic  Regent  Duke  of  Orleans. 
They  are  permitted  to  embelliili  this  CoUeftion, 
Iqr  th^kindoefs  of  the  Creva^iere  D'Eoi^, 

« 

luece  to  th^  perfpn  to  whoitt  they  were  ad* 
drcfled. 

♦^  Monficur, 

•*  Jr  voiis  prye  tin/Ian  nant  dc  preter  une 
^  iUanJien  favorable  a  fe  que  Mile.  Somnaer- 
•*  ville  *  vous  dira,  ill  ma  paru  quon  la  vexe  & 
^  fait  une  bonne  fiUe,  a  qui  je  feres  cbarme 
^  de  randre  fsrviffe^  foicz  perfuadfs  que  Ion 
^  Jauret  aitre  plus  parfaitcment, 

"  Moniieur,. 
♦*  Votre  tres  humble  &  tres  obeijfent  ferviteur, 

^'  MAVRjgE  p«  Sax«/* 
♦?  A  Paris  le  Mardis 
"  derniers  de  Juillet^ 
^^  1740," 

*^  A  — 
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♦*  Je  vous  prye  tf  aitre  ferfnadeSy  Monficufji 
**  que  Ton  ntfauret  aitre  plus  fenfibte  que  je  le 
♦♦  fuis  au  marques  ds  votre  fouvenir  &  de  votre 
**  amities y  tWt  m^  feras  toujour  chere,  &  mais 
V  J^cjais  acquiereront  de  ttouvos  agrcmcus  pQW 

t  Afi  Afti^fs  pf  the  French  Opera. 
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^  moy.    Cant  jtfaures  qne  vous  vous  y  miet^/^Sp 
^  Ton  fauret  aitre  plus  parfeitement, 
**  Monfieur, 
f*  Votrc'tres  liuiRble  &  tres  oheijfent  ferviteur, 

^*  MAURigE  pE  Sa:?e/'. 

'Marflial  Saxe  was  4  Lutheran,  and  his  body 
f  ould  not  therefore  be  buried  in  any  of  th? 
Catholic  churches  in  France  with  the  ufual  cere* 
monies  attendant  on  the  funerals  of  great  ipen. 
This  made  the  Queen  of  Louis  j:he  Fifteentlic 
fay,  with  fojne  archnefs,  ^'  What  a  pity  it  1^ 
f*  that  we  cannot  fing  one  De  Profundis  to  ^ 
^*  man  who  Jias  madp  us  fing  fo  many  ?f 

■  r 

Of  tke  greatnefe  of  M^rlhal  Saxe- s  co^rag«^ 
<ivho  can  doubt  ?  yet  his  friends  faid  of  him, 
that  he  would  ncyer*  fight  a  duels  that  h^ 

^lway§ 

f  A  greater  degree  of  ridicule  waj5  n^ver  throwij  uipo% 
duelling  than  by  the  following  f^ory,  which  Dr.  S^ndilandji 
|old  (0  Mr.Richardfon,  jun. 

*^  Colooel  Guife  going  over  one  campaign  to  Flander% 
^^  obferved  9,  youn^  raw  Officer  who  was  in  the  jfame  ve^ 
^^  fel  with  him,  and  with  his  ufual  humanity  told  l?im,  th^ 
f^  he  would  take  care  of  him  and  condu£^  him  to  Aotwerp^ 
^  whq-e  they  were  both  going,  which  he  accordingly  did^ 
^'  and  then  took  leave  of  him.  The  young  fellow  waj^ 
V  poi^  to\if  by  fome  arch  rogues  whom  be  happened  tQ 
'    ■  ■■   ■         '  ".    ^       ■  •  • « fiOl 
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always  looked  under  his  bed  every  night ;  and 
every  night  locked  his  chamber  door. 


M.  DUCLOS, 

Louis  THE  Fifteenth  {aid   of  DncloSi 
*^  Ceft  un  homnre  droit  et  adroit y*  a  man  of 

•*  fall  in  with,  that  he  ipuft  fignalite  himfelf  by  fighting 
•*  fome  man  of  known  courage,  or  elfe  he  would  foon  be 
**  defplfed  in  the  regiment.  The  young  man  faid,  he 
"  knew  no  one  but  Colonel  Gaife«  and  be  had  received 
^^  great  obligations  from  him.  It  is  all  one  for  tbat»  thef 
^^  faid,  in  thefe  cafes.  The  Colonel  was  th^  fitted  maq 
•*  in  the  world,  every  body  knew  his  bravery.  Soon  after-f 
♦•  wards,  up  comc5  the  young  Officer  to  Colonel  Guife, 
*^  as  he  was  walking  up  and  down  in  the  Coffee-houfe,  and 
*^  began  in  a  hefitating  tnanper  to  tell  faimt  how  much 
^  oUiged  he  had  been  to  )4im,  and  how  fenfible  he  was  of 
^  his  obligations.  Sir,  replied  Colonel  Guife,  I  have  done 
*^  my  duty  by  you,  and  no  more.  But  Colonel,  added  tb^ 
^  young  Officer,  faultering,  I  z^i  to^d  that  I  pud  fight;  fope 
^  Gentleman  pf  k,nbwn  refolution,  and  who  Ivis  ]^lle4 
<*  feveral  perfbns,  and  that  nobody —  Qh !  Sir,  replied  tbc 
«•  QoloD^l,  your  friends  do  me  too  much  honour ;  but  there 
**  is  a  Gentlennfan  (pointing  to  ^  huge  fierce-looking  black, 
•*  fellow  that  was  fitting  at  pne  of  th?  tables)  who  has  kill- 
'*  ed  half  the  regiment.  So  up  goes  the  Officer  to  him, 
•*  and  tells  him,  he  is  well  informed  of  his  bravery,  and 
••  that,  for  that  reafon^  he  muft  fight  him.    Who  I^  Sir  > 

« 

"replied  the  Gentleman i  why  I  am  fcale  thp  Apothc^ 

YirtW 


It.  DVCLOS.  429 

Yirtoe  and  a  man  of  the  world.  '  He  was  the 
hiftoriographer  of  France,  and  the  only  per- 
fon  to  whom  RoujGTeau  ever  dedicated  any  of 
his  works.  When  he  was  at  Rome  he  was 
a&ed  by  Clement  XIII.  whether  he  intended 
to  publifh  the  Memoirs  of  his  own  Times.  He 
replied,  "  Holy  Father,  I  neither  wifh  to  de- 
**  bafe  myfelf  by  flattery,  nor  to  incur  any  un- 
*'  neceflar}^  danger  by  telling  the  truth." 

Speaking  of  Politenefs  in  his  **  Confideratiom 
"  fur  les  Mosursy*  he  fays, 

**  Mankind  are  fo  much  indebted  to  eadi 
other,  that  they  owe  mutual  attention  5  they 
owe  each  other  a  politenefs  worthy  of  them* 
felves,  worthy  of  thinking  beings,  and  varied 
accordii^  to  the  different  fentiments  that 
^*  Ihould  didate  it. 


The  politenefs  of  the  great  therefore 
fhould  be  that  of  humanity;  and  that  of 
**  inferiors  gratitude,  if  the  great  deferve  it  5 
**  that  of  equals  eftecm  and  mutual  fervices ; 
**  for  from  endeavouring  to  encourage  incivility, 
it  is  much  to  be  wiftied,  that  the  politenefs 
ariCng  from  foftnefs  of  manners  Ihould  be 
**  added  to  that  which  proceeds,  from  goodnels 
^^^  of  heart.  ^       ........  ^ 


4( 
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«  Hie  moft  pcrnidous  cfFedt  of  the  commoit 
^  politencfs  of  the  world  is,  that  it  teaches  us 
•*  to  do  without  thofe  virtues  which  it  imitates* 
•*  Were  we  but  taught  by  our  education  to  be 
•*  humane  and  benevolent,  we  Ihould  either 
•*  pofiefs  politenefsi  or  could  do  very  well  with- 
«  out  it, 

**  We  fhould  not  perhaps  have  that  polite- 
•*  nefe  which  announces  itfelf  by  the  Graces, 
**  but  we  (hduld  have  that  which  announces 
•*  the  honeft  man  and  the  man  of  honour.  We 
••  fhould  then  have  no  occafion  to  have  re- 
^  couri^  to  mere  appearances. 


€€ 
CC 


Inftead  of  being  artificial  to  pleafe,  it 
would  then  be  fufficient  that  we  were  good 
men ;  inftead  of  being  diflemblers  to  flatter 
**  the  weaknefs  of  others,  it  would  be  enough 
**  fox  us  only  to  be  indulgent  to  them. 

**  Thofe  to  whom  we  behaved  in  this  man- 
**  ner  would  neither  be  rendered  infolent  nor 
**  corrupted  by  it ;  they  would  only  be  grate- 
**  ful  and  become  better," 

It  was  an  obfervation  of  Duclos,  "  That 
**  rogues  always  leagued  together,  \vhilft  honeft 
•*  men  kept  themfelves  ifolated. ' 

^  Impious 


*^  Impious  and  profligate  writijQgs,^*  laid  he, 
•*  are  read  once  for  their  novelty,  and,  except 
"  on  account  of  the  bad  principles  they  con- 
^'  tain,  they  would  never  have  been  taken  tixt 
"  leaft  notice  of ;  like  thofe  obfcure  criminals 
*•  whofe  names  are  known  only  by  their  crimes 
*•  and  their  punifhments/* 

Thefe  obfervations  of  Duclos  are  taken  (rota 
his  Life  in  the  "  Necrologe  des  Hommes  cekbres 
**  dc  France-^*  a  work  formerly  publifticd  every 
year  at  Paris  in  i  zmo.  It  contained  the  Lives 
of  the  diftinguiflied  Perfons  in  Arms,  in  Arts, 
and  in  Learning,  who  had  died  within  the  year* 
It  gave  an  account  of  their  adions,  their  writ- 
ings, their  labours,  and  their  difcoveries,  and 
contained  ^s  ^ell  thehiftory.of  the  progrefi 
of  the  human  mind,  as  the  lives  of  the  perfons 
mentioned  in  it.  Each  article  was  furnifhed  by 
a  perfbn  converfant '  with  the  profeffion  of  thp 
particular  perfon  defcribed  in  it.  A  book  con-t 
duded  on  the  fame  plan  would  be  a  great  ad* 
dition  to  the  literature  of  this  country. 


FONTENELLE, 


FoNTEKELLE  was  of  a  good-humourcd  and 

apathiftical  difpofition*   He  was  once  aiked  how 

*  ^  he 


he  had  managed  to  be  Co  generally  liked  as  lie 
was.  He  replied,  "  By  obferving  thefe  two 
•*  maxims :  One  cannot  tell  what  may  happen  ; 
•*  and  every  body  may  be  right  at  laft." 

On  feeing  tlie  buft  6(  Boilcau,  the  Satirift, 
he  exclaimed,  "  I  fay  noW  df  Boildau  what  t 
*'  have  always  {aid,  crown  him  with  laurels^ 
^  and  hang  him  afterwards  upoa  the  next 
^  gibbet  *." 

Of  a  company  confiftil^  of  men  of  no  great 
iinderfbuiding,  and  of  Ladies  who  were  of  a  cer* 
tain  £^e,  he  faid,  '*  Les  hommesfofU  paJfabUy  et 
**  ks  femmei  paffeesy 

Some  one  aildng  him  how  old  6/e  was,  he  (aid, 
^  Hufli!  Pray  don't  fpeak  fo  loud;  death 
**  feems  to  have  forgotten  me,  and  you  may 
«  perhaps  put  him  in  mmd  of  me.'* 

*  *  Boileau  himfelf  fays, 

■*       '  ■  "  Quzttoris  lafatyre^ 

C*€ft  mt  meeJumt  metitr  que  ceiui  de  medirc* 

The  Satirifl  but  tod  often  avenges  his  own  miferies  upoft 
the  feelings  of  otlien.— Regnier  ufed  to  tell  his  friends,  that 
he  never  became  difcontented  with  the'  world,  till  her  had 
long  been  difcont^Pted  with  bimfelf. 

A  few 


A  ftw  hours  before  ht  died,  being  -afked 
t^hat  he  felt,  be  faid^   **  rien  qu'uM  dtfficulU 

Fontenellc's  Dt^^thas  arevery  elegant  in  Aeir 
ftyk  and  in  thdir  thinking.  His  Eia^r  zxt 
cxceHent.  His  otlicr  works  are  of  no  great 
value*  The  **Hiftory  of  Oracles'*  was*  taken 
from  Vandale,  a  heavy  Dutch  writer,  and  dreffed 
lip  with  Fontendle's  ufual.'degance, 
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faid'to  Madame  d'Aiguiflon  on  his  death-bed, 
I  have  alway?.  relj)efted  religion ;,  t;he  mora- 
lity of  the  Gofpel.is  the  mofk  valuable  pre- 

"  fent  that  God  cciuld  have  beftowed  upon 

"  mankind/' 

-  ' •   -  .  ^    ,       ,         .... 

£XTRA,CTS  FROM  ^UZ  DETACHED  THOUGHTS  OV 
MoNTESqUIEU,  PUBLISHED  A  FEW  YEARS  SINCE 
BY  M.  DB  LA  FLACE,  OF  BkUSSELS. 

*•/!  W2I  uttftcbed  to  my  country,  .becaufe»I 
^  like  the  Government  under  which  I  was 
^  bora,  without  beingtfi^dofit^or^s^efting 
^  txs^  emoluQQcat  fiom  it.  I  Ihare  equally 
^  with  my  fellow-citi^em  ia  the  prote^ion  * 

voi.  iv.  F  F  ••  whicb 
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*'  which  it  affords  to  w^  and  I  thaok  God 
•«  that  he  has  given  to  me  a  degree  of  iiKxie- 
*•  ration. 

"  l£  I  knew  any  thing  that  woUId  be  uftful 

^^  to  myfelf,  and  at  the  &nie  time  prejudicial 

•*  to  my  family,  I  would'  erafe  it  firom  my 

'*•  mind ;  if  I  knew  any  thing  that  Would  be 

■^  vfeful  tamy  family,  but  prejudicial  to  my 

country,' I  would  flrive  to  forget  it ;  if  I 

knew  any  thing  that  would  be  ufeful  to  my 

*|  country,  but  prejudical  to  mankind,  I  flhould 

•*  look  upon  it  as  a  crime. 

V  We.  are  allowed  to:afpirc  to  the  highefl 
**  fituations  in  our  cdurjtiy,'becaufe'  it  is  per- 
"  mitted  to  every  citizen  )to  wifti  to  .be  ufeful 
**  to  his  country,     B^iides^  a  noble ,  ambition 
"'(when  properly  diredlecf) '  is  a  fcntiment  very 
**  ufeful  to  fociety ;  for,  as  the  phyfical  *  world 
fubfifts,  only  Decaufe  eveiy  particle  of  matter 
tends  to  fly  off  from  the'  centre*  fo  tlie  poh- 
tical  world  fuftains  itfelf  by  th6' inward  and 
"  Fcftlefs  defire  that  every  one  has  to  remove 
^*^^  fto&i'm  fituation  in  whiob  he'  iS  ptaced/'    ' 

"  Xhej  hprpifm  that  fou^td  morality  atows 
•^  rhas  veiy  few  charms-for  moft  Tiien  i.  the  he- 

f.*   ^'^   .  *i  f*  roifin 

.  1    -         <•  -r        '     '  1  * 
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^  rbifei  Aat  deftroys  morality  ftrikes  usand 
'^forces  put  admiration*  , 

« 

i 

**  There  are  no  perfofis  that  I  have  ever  more 
^  completely  ddfplfed,  than  witlings/  and  per- 
**  fons  of  rank  devoid  of  probity. 


My  principle  has  always  been,  never  to  do 
that  bf  another  perfon  which  I  could » do  by 
myfelf.  This  has  enabled:  me  to  make  my 
fortune  by  the  mean$  which  I  had  in  my 
^  own  power,; moderation  and  frugality ^  and 
"  never  by  m^ns  external  to  myfelf,  which  are 
"  but  too  often  bafe  or  unjuft* 


*  « 


.  **  I  love  to  frequent  thofe  houfes  wheie  I 
^  can  come  off  welLwitTi  my  evcry-dly  uhdcr- 
ftanding,  .^;    : 


»      •   b 


'  /4'I-5ip&t  Upon  fricndflilp.  I  never  rena^mber 
"  ill  mf  Hfe  to  helve  given,  aiyay  :fouff  ;touis  <fpnf 
"  feop^  oftentation,  or  to  have  paid  four  vifits 
"  from  views  of  intereft* 


•  ■  \i 


.  "  It  was  my  intention  to  have  wade  my 
f*  Efprit  des  Loix''  a  work  of  greater  extent, 
"  and  to  have  confidered  many  parts  of  it  Aiore 
**  fully.  I  am  now  become  unable  to  do  as  I 
**  mtended.    My  ftudies  have  weajcened  my 

'    F  F  2  **  eyes ; 


436  MOKTSS<iVICCr. 

^<  tyt$  s  and  what  light  remains  withsi^  hmctdf 
**  that  of  twilight,  in  which  thef  wiU  £boir  fet 
"  for  ever. 

<M  am  not  fo  humble  »r  the  ^tj^fts  arA  T 
<^  would  not  change  my  hopeS)  of  immoi^l^itjF 
•*  for  all  their  Quictifm. 

.         *  4 

"  Rdigion  is  pcculii^rl^  neeefflbry*  to  the  Eng- 
**  fifii ;  as  thofe  perfdns  vfbui  arc  ibt  iSciH  to 
**  defErdy  themfelvcs,.  ihoidd  al  leaft  be:taDgh¥ 
^  the  fatal  and  eternal  canfequcnccs.that  attend 
^  the  iadi  and  wicked  aAioB  of  a  moirient* 


**  In  the  courfe  of  my  life  I  have  been  very 
*^  i(x£&if  bfot  havei  liever  beeil  >inalli|^iaht« 
«•  When  r  fee  a  man  of  worthy  E  never  attempl? 
•*  to  take  him  to  pieces. 

**  t^  tofliuwB  of  Hftlh-  'yetrpi«ple.ar«tft<^(K 


•       •»     •  • «      t 


<    «         > « 


•  ••  Idkneftfi"  feys  Laratcr,  firongly,  •*  is  the  original 
**  fin  of  our  firft  parents.  Do  you  not  think  it  then  dif- 
**obedtencrorTcbefiioni  Nothing  like  it!  their  teadihg  vice 
^.  ^»^  idleiftfs.  Hte  that  can  fubdue  chat  one  vice^  ean  ne« 
^  ver^it  (b  accpmpfiCh  whoever' h'^  pnrpo6»i<yi0J!* 

.  .  .  c     *- .   , .  i 

/*  IdleneiSy!'  fays  the  learned  Lord  Monboddo,  '*  !s  thi 

••  four^  of  aloioft  every  vice  and  foHy.    For  a  man  who 


\      <■  - 
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^  enough   to  elds  it  with  the  beatitudes  of 
*  Heaven. 

*'  Thofc 


**  doesiiot  know  what  to  do,  will  do  any  thing  rather  than 
^VnoduBg-;  a«d  i  maiifta^t),- 4hat  the  richefir  num  :who 
^  18  haunted  by  .that  foul  fiend  (as  it  may  be  called)  is  ^ 
•*  much  more  unhappy  man  than  the  day-4abourer,  who  earns 
•*  his  daily  br«ad  by  the  fwcat  jof  his  brow,  and  who  there* 
•'  fore  only  fubmits  to  the  fentence  pronounced  upon  our 
•*  firft  parents  after  their  fail,  and  which,  if  k-be  underftood 
'*  (as  I  think  it  ought  to  be)  of  the  labounof  the  mind,^ 
^  wi^l  as  of  the  body,  we  mud  all  fubmit  to,  or  be  mi&r*^ 
*^  able  if  we  do  not.  And  accordingly  thofe,  who  have 
'*  nothing  rto  dO|  endeavour  to  fly  from  themfelves,  au^ 
*^  many  fly  from  the  country  and  ff}  abroad  for  no  otb^ 
^rca£)n« 

'Gainft  the  foul  fiend  what  can  relief  afford  ? 

* 

Our  bed  he  climbs*  participates  our  board; 
Fly  as  wc  may  o'er  earth's  extenfive  round 
^He  folbws  itill,  'and  at  our  heels  is  found* 
^om  his  fell  looks  teach  joy  a  blaft  acquires, 
And. life itfelf  beoeath  his  grai^  expires.   . 

"  And  fomc  go  out  of  life  for  no  other  reafon  (and  t  think 
^  there  may  be  a  worfe  reafon),  than  becaufe  they  have 
**  nothing  to  do  in  it/* 

Metaphyf.  vol.  iv.  p.  92. 

•*  WcarJnefs  of  life,"  fays  Dr.  Darwin,  "  in  its  moderate; 
**  degree  has  been  efteemcd  a  motive  to  a^ion  by  ibme  phi- 
^  lofophers ;  bat  thofe  men  w4io  have  run  through  the 
^  ufual  anpufemenis  of  life  early,  in  refpeft  of  their  age,  and 
t*  who  havt  not  mduftrj?  or  ability  tottlltivfttc  tbofe  fciencrt 

F  ?  }  ••  which 
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'*  Thofe  perfoiis  who  have  little  to  do  are. 
^  great  talkers.  A  man  talks,  in  general,  in 
^*  proportion  to  the  fmall  degree  of  thought 
*1  which  he  poflcfles. 

"  In  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life  I  have  never 
**  known  any  perfons  completely  defpifed,  ex- 
^*  (ept  thofc  who  keep  bad  company, 

^*  Our  modem  orators  appear  to  give  in  length 
**  what  they  want  in  depth  *. 

''IS 

<^  which  afford  ;^  perpetual  fund  of  novelty  and  of  confe* 
<*  quent  entertainment»  are  liable  to  become  tired  of  life,  as 
*^  tbey  fuppofe  there  is  nothing  new  to  be  found  in  jt  that 
**  can  afford  them  pleafure ;  like  Alexander,  who  is  faid  to 
^  have  f)ied  tears,  becauf?  be  had  not  another  workt  to  conr 
^  quer.** 

The  remedies  recommended  by  this  ingenious  phllofo* 
pher  againft  the  tadium  'vita  are,  **  fome  refiraint  in  ex* 
^  hauiling  the  ufuai  pleafures  of  the  world  early  in  life; 
**  the  agreeable  car«s  of  a  matrimonial  life;. the. cultivation 
M  of  fciencc,as  of  Chemiftry,  Natural  Philofophvi  Natural 
«*  {liftpry,  '3(c,  which  fupply  an  inexhauftiblc  fource  of 
"  plcafurable  novelty,  and  relit;vc  tmui  by  the  exertjon  the/ 

♦•  occafionv' 

^^oonomia,  voLii* 

* 

r    •  Tully  himfcif  calls  thia  dcfeft  '^  t^uml^  ficmdt!'  the 

.  fcandal  of  public  fpeaking.    This  abufe  of  a  noble  iaculty 

has  ultimately  deflroyed  every  State  in  which  it  has  been 

pn&ifed.  Athens  and  Rome  fell  when  the  tinfel  of  rhetoric 

wa^ 
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**  If  you  afk  me,  my  fon,  what  in  general  are 
•^  the  prejudices  of  the  Englifh  nation,  and  what 
**  they  efteem  mod,  I  fhould  anfwer  your  quef- 
"  tion  with  fome  difficulty.  They  do  notappcar 
"  to  affedt  either  war. or  ambition,  neither  thofe 
**  perfons  who  are  wellVith  the  Ladies*  nor 
"  thofe  "who  have  the  ears  of  the  Minifter, 
"  They  appear  defirous  that  men  fliould  be 
"  men.  They  efteem  only  two  things,  wealth 
**  and  merit." 

"  It  IS  not/*  fays  this  acute  writer,  in 
his  Spirit  of  Laws,  "  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to 
enquire,  whether  the  Englifh  really  poflefs 
that  freedom  which  they  are  fuppofed  ta 
have.  It  is  enough  for  my  purpofc  that  it 
is  eftabliflied  by  their  Laws.  I  do  not  how- 
ever pity  thofe  nations  who  do  not  enjoy  that 
bleffing.  I  k^ow  but  too  well  that  excefs 
"  of  reafon  itfelf  is  not  a  dcfirable  thing,  and 
''  that  in  general  mankind  adapt  themfelves 
**  better  to  ^  medium  than  to  the  extremes/* 

was  preferred  to  the  pure  gojci  of  knowledge,  when  men 
affeded  to  appear  wife  rather  than  be  really  fo,  and  foumi 
the  nation  fooUih  enough  \o  h^  fttilSed  with  the  Shadow 
inftead  of  the  fubflance.  ^  Is  it  not  furprizing,'*  fa^s  Dom 
Noel  d'Argonne,  *^  that,  fince  eloquence  has  begun  to  be 
^  fufScieiitly  known,  jiMiiikiii4  fboold  ftill  continue  to  b( 
t<  duped  by  it?''  v 

F  ?  4 
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.      -         ABBE  DE  MARS Y. 

Dtr.  Fresno rV  Latih  Poem  6n  Painting  is 
well  kiTowa.  *It  was  written  by  an  artift;  but, 
though  it  contains  many  excellent  precepts  and 
obfcn^ations  relative  to  art,' it  is,  like  moft  other 
Latin  didaftic  poems,  diy  and  uninterefting. 
Abb6  Marfy's  Latin  Poem  on  the  fame  fubjedt 
is  written  with  greater  elegance  of  ftyle,  and 
with/uperior  harmony  of  verfification.  Many 
df'the  defcriptions  it  contains  are  beautiful.  It 
would  appear  to  advantage  in  an  Englifh  drefs, 
were  notes  appended  to  it  by  an  eminent  Artift 
&r  a  good  Connoiileur,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Sir  Jo(hua  Reynolds's  Comments  illuftrate  the 
text  of  the  tranflation  of  Du  Frcfnoy  by  Mr, 
Mafon.    '      ' 

Marfy  was  the  fon  of  the^ceiebrattd  fculptor 
of  the  Baths  of  Diana  in  the  gaWini'of  Ver- 
f^ille?,  and  feems  to  have'haduidrtd  of'iicredi- 
tarjji^ht  to  tafte  and  knowledge  in  art. 


■   He  thus   defciibes '  Le  Suetir  iand  Nicdo 

Pouflin :  ^^    .      •    . 


t        »'•  r^     t     J 


Smrir  fttid  ilaujixm  hqUmr.j0Siqm  S^ndxz 
PouJftnL  '.....:        ,    • 

m       %       %       %       ^ 

*    -  Piffuram 


»    '^ 


PUbiram  At^onlis  ^x  qup  deduxit  ah  oris    ' 
Ei  Roma  trtftas  tHi  Gallia  iradidit  arUs. 

Xe  Sueur's  £unM  (^loifter  all  our  wonder  clatmsi 
Why  (pesdc  of  learned  Pouflin's  Sabine  dameif 

Pouflln  to  whom  indebted  Galitd  bodls 
Painting  reftored  from  the  Italian  coafts. 
Proud  from  his  powers  of  pencil  to  aflbmc 
Each  various  grace  of  art  defpoird  from  Rxtmei. 

He  thus  commemorates  Titian,  the  painter 
of  Nature : 


Agnofco  tuos  Tittane  cokres 


JDoSie  tot  illicibus  fucch  decorare  tabiUas 
Arte  colorandi  naturam  ut  vtncere  poffis* 

Titian,  thy  magic  colours  I  defcry, 
Skill'd  by  the  blended  tints  that  charm  the  cyej 
That  Art  w.th  Nature's  felf  appears  at  ftrifc^ 
And  the  dull  canvas  animates  to  life. 

M.  de  la  Mierre  and  M.  Watelct  have  writ- 
ten Poems  on  Paitating  in  French  verfe  i  taking 
_nmny  of  their  fentiments  and  obfervatiotis  from 
the  Latin  Poems  of  Du  Frefnoy  and  de  Marfy. 
They  have  not,  I  fear,  found  many  admirers. 

Abbe  de  Marfy,  fpeaking  of  the  art  of  Paint- 
jng  *  when  cxercifed  by  fuch  men  as  Michael 

•  The  title  of  Marfy 's  Poem  is  **  PiVJara,*'  1736.  i2mo, 
He  wrote  alfo  a  Latin  Poem  on  Tragedy. 

Angela 
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Angelo  and  Julio  Romano,  defcribcs  its  fublime 
cffefts,  in  fomc  lines  which  may  be  well  aj^lied 
to  the  Gallery  of  Milton,  now  painting  by  Mr, 
Fufdi. 

Nunc  etiam  impavidis  fur  gens  ad  ftdera  pennis 
Terrgna  nilfoecis  habensy  fiammentia  mundi 
Mania  tranfgreditur. 

'  Painting,  on  fearlefs  pinions  borne,  afcends 
The  ftars  exalted  region,  and,  fct  free 
From  every  feculence  of  this  vile  earth, 
Burfts  through  the  flaming  barriers  of  the  world. 


RAMEAU. 

J  i 

This  great  Mufician  poffefled  that  enthu- 
fiafm,  without  which  nothing  great  is  ever  ef- 
feftcd.  He  had  one  day  fome  men  of  letters 
at  his  houfe,  who  laughed  at  him  very  much 
on  his  making  an  anachroniiin.  Rameau  flew 
with  grclt  emotion  to  his  harpfichord,  and,  run- 
ning rapidly  over  the  keys  of  it,  played  a  moft 
exquifite  piece  of  harmony.  "  Now,"  faid  he, 
"  Gentlemen,  it  furely  fhews  more  talent  to 
^*  be  able  to  compofe  fuch  a  piece  of  mufic  a? 
**  that  which  you  have  juft  heard,  than  to  be 
"  able  to  tell  in  what  year  Charl^mdgne  or 
^*  Clevis  died.   You  only  remember  j  I  invent  j 

«  ai4 
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^^  and  pray  which  is  the  moft  admirable,  ge^ 
!*  nius  or  erudition?'* 

•  •  •  * 

On  a  quarrel  he  had  with  the  elegant  Qui- 
nault,  whofe  Operas  he  fet  to  mufic,  he  faid, 
**  You  will  fee  how  well  I  can  do  without  my 
**  Poet.  I  will  in  future  fet  the  Dutch  Gazette 
*•  to  mufic" 

The  Collar  of  the  Order  of  St.  Michael  was 
intende^i  for  Rameau  by  Louis  the  Fifteentlu 
He  died,  however,  before  he  receivoi  it ;  and, 
at  a  public  funeral,  which  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Mufic  made  for  him  in  one  of  the  churches 
of  Paris,  the  office  for  the  dead  was  fet  to  mulic, 
taken  from  his  own  Operas  of  Caftor  and  Dar* 
^anus. 

His  enemies  complained,  withoi;t  reafon,  that 
his  muEc  pleafed  merely  from  its  difficulty  of 
execution  ^.  It  was  indeed  grand  and  elaborate^ 
and  e^ccelled  in  its  power  of  harmony,  and  in 

*  Dr.  Johnicn  was  obferved  by  a  mudca!  friend  of  hli, 
%o  be  extrenoely  inattentive  at  a  Conccrt>  whiida  cele- 
brated folo  player  was  running  up  the  divifions  and  fub* 
divifions  of  notes  upon  his  violin.  His  friend,  to  induce 
him  to  take  greater  notice  of  what  was  going  on,  told  him 
how  t%txtnif^y  4iffi<^ult  \%  was.  **  pifficalt  do  you  call  it* 
ff  Sir  ?»  replied  tJ^c  Do^pr;  <'  I  wifli  it  were  impoffibk." 

the 


^ 


444  H.  d' acquis; 

iht  juft  combinatioQ  of  foands  appareiitlf  dif*' 
cordant.  This,  however,  eirincsd  the  gfcniu^ 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  mailen 


M,  D'ACQUIN. 

This  great  Mufician  was  a  competitor  for 
the  exquifite  organ  of  St.  Paul's  at  Paris,  with 
Rameau.  They  had  each  of  them  played  a 
fugue,  oh  the  merit  of  which  the  judges  were 
idivided ;  and,  as  it  was  fuppofed  that  their  conxr 
poiitions  were  premeditated,  they  were  defirccj 
to  execute  a  voluntary. 

D* Acquin  firft  afcends  the  organ-loft,  throixi 
his  fword  with  fome  emotion  at  his  feet,  and 
exclaims,  looking  down  upon  his  audience  with 
zn  air  of  triumph,  infpired  by>  the  confaoufhefs 
of  his  own  talents,  "  Ceji  mot  qui  vaktMcherT 
and  in  this  tranfport  of  enthufiafm,  iwhich  the 
indecifion  of  his  judges  had  occafiooed,  made 
fuch  fpirited  efforts,  that  the  fuffrages  were  no 
longer  divided,  and  he  triumphed,  in  point  of 
execution  at  leaft,  over  the  greateft  mufician 
^hat  France  ever  produced* 

* 

Rameau,  however  fuccefsfol  Iris  competitor 

Jiad  been,  ufedto  fayof  him,  **  There  is  no  good 

5  "  mufic 


••  ihuiic  now  t  our  tafte  for  it  is  continually 
•*  changing :  M.  d' Acquin  alone  has  had  the 
courage  to  ftem  the  torrent ;  he  has  always 
maintained  to  the  Organ  the  majefty  and  the 
^*  graces  that  are.  peculiarly  appropriated  to 
that  wpnderfyl  inftrument :  he  might,  howr 
ever,  have  given  into  all  the  tricks  of  execu- 

*  ■  *  • 

tioti  if  he  had  pleafed;  I  admire  him  for  not 
having  done  fb." 


u 
u 


J' J.  Rouffeau,  in  his  Mufical  Didionary,  oh- 
ferves,  article  Preluder,  /*  It  i?  in  this  gre:it  art, 
f^  that  our  good  Organifts  in  France  excel,  fucb 
^  as  M.  d'Acquin  a,nd.M..Claviere.*' 


DU  CERCEAU, 


in  his  life  of  the  modera.Roman  Demagogue 
Rienzi»  obferves,  "  that;  popular  talents,  in 
**  general,  axe  combined^  with  f  certain  degree  of 
^  in&nity."  Themals.of  manfand  appear  ra- 
ther to  be  pleafed  with  what  dazzles  thaH,>vitli 
that  which  convinces  them ;  and  are  more  im- 
prejQTed  by  the  ardour  of  enterprize  than  by  the 
-fobriety  of  pradicability.  It  is  the  exercifed  eye 
alone  which  prefers  the  impafto  of  Titian  to  the 
glaize  of  Barocci, — ^folid  and  fubftantial  colour 
to  airy  and  dia^dianous  tints. 


L_ 
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. .      '  MARIVAUX. 

• 

'  This  ingenious  man,  however  metaphyfical 
and  alembicated  he  may  be  in  his  writings,  was 
of  great  fimplicity  and  boH  komtnie  in  his  charac- 
ter and  converfation.  Having  one  day  met 
with  a  fturdy  be^ar,  who  afked  charity  of  him, 
he  replied,  "  My  good,friend>  ftrong  and  ftout 
**  as  you  are,  it  is  a  fliame  that  you  do  not  go 
«*  to  work."— "  Ah  Mafter,"  faid  the  beggar, "  if 
*•  you  did  but  know  how Ja2y  I  am." — "Well,", 
replied  Marivaux,  **  I  fee  thou  art  an  honcft 
•*  fellow,  here  is  half  a  crown  for  you/' 

Being  one  day  in  company  with  Lord  Boling- 

broke,  who^  had  prpfeffed  himfelf  aA  inftdel.oi^ 

•     %-.       •'      •  ■  *  '    .        ."     ■  • 

many  points  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  though 
he  had  mentioned  as  true  many  dubious  hifto- 
rical  fafts,'* Well,  my  Lord,"  faid  he,  "if you 
•*  are  an  infidel,  1  fee  that  it  is  not  for  want  of 
^  faith/' 


!•  •>  ;• 
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.        tOUIS  THE  SIXTEENTH.     '   ' 

[1774— 17.93-3, . 

'  The  fituation  of  thig  excellent  Prince  is  thus 
emphatically  defcribed  by  that'  great  Politician, 
Frederic,  the  laft  King  of  -Pruftia,  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  Voltaire : 

•*  June  18, 1776*. 

;    "  I  HAVE  lately  learned  that  the  King  rf 

"  France  has  difplaced  fome  of  his  Minifters. 

^'  I  am  not  aflonilhed  at  it.     I  lopk  vpoii 

"  Louis  the  Sixteenth  as  a  young  lamb  in  the 

,*^  midft  of  w<^es;    He  will  be  in  great  luck 

;"  if  he  gets  out  of  their  Qlaw§*     A  perfon  who 

/^  fliould  chance  to  have  ^en  in  the  habits^  of 

.*^»  Government,  would  be  at  prefent  muchjmi^ 

^<*  zled  in  France'; — ^wa4^he^  and  ftinx)undod 

*^  with  artifices  of  eveiy  kiod>  he  would  be 

<<  forced  to  be  guilty  of  miflakes.     Hgw  much 

.**  more  likdy  then  is  it,  that  a  young  Princo^ 

without  experience,  (hould  be  hurried  along 

by  the  torrent  of  intrigue  and  cabal. 


**  Thofe  perfons  who  hav8  talked  of  the 
*^  French  Government  to  you,  have  doubtlefs, 
**  my  dear  Voltaire,  exaggerated  many  thingi, 

''  I  have 


44^         tons  ta]&  »!icisEEKTir. 

^  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  at  the 
^  true  ftatc  of  the  rejvenues  and  of  the  debts 
•«  of  th*  kirgddm.  Its  debH  Ste  e^Srmous, 
^  its  refourcefc  ^xhatifted,  and  its  taxes  itiul- 
«  tij^ied  beyond  bounds.  '  The  only  method 
^  tQ  dimimfti*!!!  time  the  kad  of  tbefe  dd>ts, 
*•  wopld  be  to.pvt  its  expences  within  ccrtsisf 
*^  dimitSy  and  to.  retrench  every  fupftrftuity. 
^  But,  alas !  this  1  fear  will  n&vtr  be  done  f 
•*  for,  inftead  of  laying,  I  have  fuch  fln,  income, 
^  and  I  can  aftbrd  to  fpend  fo  much  of  it,  we 
^  ate  but^  too  apt  to  fay,  I  -muft  have  fa  much 
^-mdne^,  find-  cmt  ejspedients  t^  p#ocure  i^ 
^  fdrme. 

^  Thofe  rogues  of  Monfo  ihouM  be  fliadc 
^  to  bleed  pretty  freely.  This,  h^WeVer^  would 
*•  ftot  be  fufficietttf  (thou^  it  woi^  iindoiibt- 
^  ediy  aflbrd  Ibme  tefoofte9)'l?6>  fJ^  ctffthe 
^  debts  in  a  (Sort-tittie,  and  f«^octtre-for^tfib 
*  people  of  Fmifce  aH  that  alSftAwoe  fo*  which 
^*  they  have  at  jwrefent  fo  great  an  occafion. 
^  This  diftrefsfol  fituation  took  ks  rife  in  the 
•*  preceding  reignsj  which  contra^d  debts  fear 

the  payment   of  which  th^  had  ruad^  ao 

provifion. 


It   is   this '  derangement    of  its  "^  finances 
**  which  {b  materially  influences  every  part  of 

"  its 


< 


**  Its  Govcrnnfjenti  *It  )hais  potr  a  ftbp^to  the 
"  wife  projedts.  <^  M«  de  *St  'Oeritnain.  \\ 
^^  has  prevented  its  Adminiflntidn  finor  havihg 
'^  that  afcendancy  in  the  affaim.  df  Europe, 
•*  which  France  has  been  evcir  ufed  to  take 
**  fince  the  re%ii  o£  Henry  the  Fo^ctk  With 
•^  rcfped  to  your -BarUameats,  ift>  a  thinking 
*^  maot  I  have  conftantly  condemiui^  tbs  revcr- 
**  cation  of  that,  of  Paris,  as  contrairy  to  crciy 
**  principle  of  logic  and  of  good  fenfet" 

Is  it  then  any  wonder,  th^tt  when  M.  de  Maf^ 
jherbes  came  to  requeft  his  difmiffion  &om  Ad* 
ininiftration,  the  King  exclaimed^  "  I  can^  in- 


cc 


deed,  grant  you  your  difmiffion.     rwiftil 
were  able  to  procure  my  own  !'* 


His  Ihort-fighted  Minifters^  in  thefe  dif- 
trefsful  circumftances,  engaged  him  to  aiiifl 
the  Colonies  of  a  great'  Nation  that  were  at  war 
with  the  parent  Country  ^  \  .and  not  only  to 

add 

•  That  Minifier  of  routine  M*  de  Vergcnnes,  grown  old 
\\\  intrigue  and  cabal^  ufed  to  exclaim  with  rapture  after 
theAoierican  War,  "J. have  cut  off  one  arm  from  the 
*'  proud  Iflanders,  I  will  foon  cut  off  the  other."  The 
direption  of  that  arm,  however^  like  the  teeth  of  the  ferpent 
of  Cadmus,  has  produced  armed  legions,  which  have  not 
only  deftroyed  each  other  and  the  Country  by  whofe  folly 

Vol.  ly,  g  g  and 


tdd  M  Ibetiameeiib  ckbt- sdrqad)r,iaoalrcii  in 
^fMcfc,i^bi]t  JtOiCSeA:  the;  pro^Ki^toa  bf  ifthat 


•  »   .     f  .      ,    , 

! :  Qq^  dn,  affipli^a^i^;  >aiibdeL  to  iam  ibyiTippocy 
Saiby  not  loa^  .he£Mihcc£olBt»di  tg  laffiibJiinl 
in  taking  pofieffion  of  fome  Provinces  in  India 
fr(isn.thei.EBgli(b>  and  aoiiexmg:idiemr:^ilhe 
Crawn  >!Ofr:«Fl:a|iQc;,  JjQu&l  'noiri^f?  rifuied  :;lds: 
^|Iei)t) -andi  faidt  **  In  therAnieiwaniWai^jny 
•fi-MiAlft^  itobk  ddvantage  of  my:^aiith;and 

'!.J»ftirQdin  Etoicc  tcwk;its..jrifej£rpm:,tl}a£ 

During  his  infamous  mock  trial,  this  Prirfce 

AKfb  aft:£idr%hiit^M!had;dQne^iV«^  ^iflceriftin 
fu«i  of  m©oey-^a;fcw  thottfiMad^pQumboi  Hk' 
Yoice.fiiilQd  hkn*  and  the  tfai&  cameiintea[hidfi)rer 
at  this,  qudlkai ;  ft  ia£b  :he  j€pl\idii:f^§HtpMki 
*f  l^/^/Va^jSt  i^euxi^lhnd  a  pkafureifa  nufcl 
"  ii^  pthci?  people  happy/*.  H^hadgrtow.l^; 
money  asKay  in  charity..       -  ^:  •  :  i-^  ?  via;  br:i^ 

a)Mi,rtrQacheiy:ti^.vMff|«,proiii<^^       threaten,  tjic  Bcftrto 
tVm  <^  £>:^r(ipe.  iti«lf»  ftfid  »)1  th^.lus  been  heid.lacced'^: 

■« .  ,  • 


xH>iMf  miners  esn?is£sirrMi         4i^% 

On  die  nigtitxpmcedis^  Kts^KOtttitida  ht  Mi 
to  Mr  Edgsw^b;  ::*t  M^  liot^bicWr  luhit.i  havdl 
'^^  done  :to  oiy  focbifia  "ttie  r&oke  rbf  Or&iins,  to 
induce  him  ti>.<b^h4ve  to  me  iailli^nw&y  in 
which  he  has'  done  ;  but  he  is  to  be  pitied ; 
**  l^e  il  fttfl  i!iirf-eT«rittched.tfaanpI^lM»  ^f  w>uld 
^^  nbt  change  iitiflai;}dis  with  him *IL^ 


cc 
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A  few  hours  bcfom  he:4i^i  h6  laid  to  the 
fame  Gentleman^  ^^  How  happy  I  am  to  have 
^  TCtaihfcd  mjr  faidi  ta  feligioii.'  ttl  what  a 
**  terrible  ftatc  of  mind  ihpuld  i  have  been 
'"^  at  this  morrient;hscdift>t  the  grace  of  Qod 
^  prefervcd  this  bleffirtg  to  mc.  Yes,  I  fliall 
"  now  be  able  to  (hew  my  enemies  that  I  do 
"  not  fear  them/' 


As.  this  inotiarchj  the  ntas^  l^devolent,  the 
beflt  intiinrioned  Prince^  and  the  moft  affec- 
tionats  Itefver  of  his  people  *^  that'  Time  has 
ever:  p^dnctd^  pas  afcendii^.  the  ic^dld  to 
fufier.  the  &nteiv:6  infli&ed  upon  him' by  his* 
mi^ni»cipl<5d  ind  infanH$iij»  Judges^  his  virtuous 
and  intrepid  Confeifor  exxskimed>  witii  aU  the 

this  linlbiaiiiUte  Fnnce^*  who^,  faHng  th«  Rei^ntldc:^  ^t^ 
oontinuafly  fa/ing,  "  I  cannot  besr Co :'hiii^%  <lrop  df  ftif^ 
*^  peofde's  biood  filed  on  my  account.'* 


G  G    2^ 


energy 
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tntrgy  of  Cori^iUc  himfetf,.  ^.^^Dtgne  $fifat(tt  dt 

*  a 

"    '  '•    '  '  'it  ■  •■ 

^  .  •  -  *.  •     -^^  .V.  .      *•  .  f  i  ^  J 

Q  true  defccrwJam  of  a  SaintetfKing,    * 
«  Let ihis -£!(]  fceneio  thee  nci  terrors  bring;      ' 
Afceod  tbe  icajffbid  thep  witH  dauntlefs  pace, . 
It^ldad^  to(j9i4  in  HeftVen  cby  iacred  t^ce. 


».. 


VOLTAIRE  • 


.•     •     ■     I     i  « 


waa  on^  jof  thpfe  few  Poet$  w^o  facrifece  no^ 
lefs  nt  .tbd  flunne  of  Plutus  tl;an  at  t;iiat  of 
j^ppllo.  In  xDue.  of  bis  le*t^p  tp  a  friend,  re- 
%eifting  ecynomjv  te  has  ihefe  ..excellent  obfer- 


M 


"  A  fmall  patrimony  becomes  every  day 
"  Xmalleri  for  ^the  price,  of  every  thing  is  cpn- 
"  tinuajly  incrpa(ing  *•  A  pr\jdent  mar\  will 
•*  J;>e'  ever^  attentive  to  all  the  .difFererit  opera- 
"  tions  that  Governziient,  condantly^  harafleJ 

for  money,  and  continually  (hifting  its  plans 
**  of'  finance,  is  making  in.  the  funds  of  the 

■^  ■■-".,  '     ' ' 

.  -*  "  Rc*who  excrclies-  no  traded  or  pr^fefiion,"  •  ik^  Vk^ 
Soacrx  Jenyns  archly,  '*  is  impofcd  upon  by  every  one 
^  without  any  pfitiver  of  inaKin^i  l^rikl^*  {&>  tf  fike  a 

^return  xU    }ie  lias  but  one,  ehailce,  wjii^h*. i^  «(Dca'5 

"  fituation  or  abilities. wiji  admU-^^.  which  is,  that  of  reta- 

"Jiating  upon  the  public." 

':i'":-'§  -:    -' "^  J' country. 


'?OLtAlftE.  .•4^3 

,  "   ^^    .     .      •  •'         

^*^'<5SaAt^.  Hiefti  always  a}tr5rtie<^pier8Kons 
•"  'gofhg  0I15  by  wUidi  a  private'  man :  may  g8t 
.»«^  a  good  ^^1  Abf  ttibnej^J  wHhbut!  hawing -tfle 
'♦*  leaft'  dbfigitidlM  to  aiiy  one ;  -anfl  ffotWBg 
"^  fiA-ely  can  hefo  fatisfadtory  to  hifcn,^astOvife 
^^  'indebted  to.hitnf^f  6ftly  for  his  own;  fortnnte. 
*^  Tlie  fifft  ftep  tO!*«N|5  Wiralways  painfd^ 
»'  reft  fdllovfr  a^  ^f  tdurfe-        .  ' 


»    -t 


'  ' "•  A  phid^r'nta'h  will'be  al^V^ys  cconothical 
^«  iA;1iis  y6fitli-  artd  dt  'a  ce'rtain  age,'hfc  wifl 
'^*'firid  himfelf  much' richer  thati  He  ctarex- 
pt^ktd  to  hiive  been.  That  k  tfic^^titee  in 
which  a  good  fortune  is  the  moft  efiential 
to  a  ma^'s  hai^inefs^  - 1  am  in  tfeat  /Itua- 
.."  tion  myfelf  ^t  prefent ;  ^nd,  srfter  hayine  lived 
"  a  great  deal  with  Kings,  I  am  ^t  laft  become 
"  a  King  .myfalf.  In  France,  you  kpow,  a  m^ 
V  muft  be  either  a  Jiammer  or  an.anvril  i  1  hay^ 


-fV  cliofen  to  be  tKe  fi^ft/^ 


s*' 


.  1   '    >•:   ^ 


VolUire  hali  written  a  Tragedy  called '-^ru- 
tu8,  and  had  a  iliare  in  a  ihip  of 'that  nafiiei 
W  wagedy*  was '  jdamri'd,  and.  His  'ifhi6  made 
&  liicccfaful  voyage:  **' \Vell,***  laid  tne^vVit, 
**  one  of  my  Brutus's  lias  made  aindads'  forth^ 
^/'other.**  \'       -  ^"^  *r 

7.75. J  G  G  3  When 


*  *  When  tKe^'Bta^lor  J^eplittsfmlled  through 

:SwkttiSasid^hl^^i<l  *n»t;p8y  ^fiCittq  Yoiltaire. 

-He  ^  was  alked.by  the.  leari^.  B^qn  HiJler, 

..whji  he  ;had  not  C9U«4  pp<wi'(^  gelebcated 

W«l«f  ?  The  Empfcror  replied,  ^f  Had  i  trs^ 

.*^'  vfclied, '^/rirertly  as  i^  EfftperOf^  i  fewld 

'^f  moft  aflbredly  have  psdd  my  jrei^Ss  to  "fo 

"  diftinguifbed  a  chajr^eri , but  I  trayH  as  a 

GentlemaQi  and  am .  therefore.  an^iQVS  to 

pr;ererve  all  the  pun^Uos  tint  rac&  annexed 

;**  tq  that  cHarafter :  a  Gentleman  x^anikrt  go 

"  td  fee  a  maa  who  has  been  caned,  and  who 

-,V  ha^.be^dygrac^d  by.  (Qn4e..di?c^i^6ijs^^^^ 

f*  .GoTwtiof  Juftk;eagaiaft.him,"  ..  .  ,v  ,:.,  - 


.  TTic  Secrctwy  of.  M.  ,I)agqegeau,^  jj^t 
Chancellor  of  Fft^ic«,-was  a&ed  by  hisiJwEvfter 
onelay;%l«tt  he  thbu^ht  of  ia'pisdtBSftdJi'of 
Vbft^re '/tlQr'hka  juft  appeiretf  ?--*'-^^fi^^ff 

**  tbe,,p«ffoa.whe^wI»te  4t,foii;li,fij^Ttc^ 
•*  pp  in  a  place;  wfecreiie  ckhiH  oot  g^t  at^jen, 
^  ink,  anci^pap^r.    't^e  wi'iejr  of  kt  b^a  man 

y, 'm  b^  the:^eiur' turi^  blf^Kll^ taa;' )3 

••  -capable  of  ruming  a  K  mgdom  and  oveffcttiDg 

any  Government  whatever. 


Madttne' '  tde  ~  Talmti^d   once  &nll  -to  M. 
Voltaire,   **' I    think,  ?iri    th^  'a  -  Philofo- 

•'■''•    "  ^   c*  c 


.  «  phtfr-*  "ftwdd  'never  lyntf.lMlts^  '«A^C5vouf 

*  »  *'«  Aii  aixciefat  yhi^fopher,^  ftys.Dwci^s,::^/*  \vii\»nc 
^•'diyaccufing  avcilebirated  Cptt^  ff  feduici^^^^the 

'  **yqtit|  o£  Atliea^:  *  Ala^  !*  l^plv^  fee,  f  WA«W>to 
"  |ieave6>  Jthn^  .wp  were  the'ooly  ^erfoos  who  corrupt 
**  thpiii  Da,  not  you  Philofop^ers  com^  ii>  for  you^  (hare 
V  o^  the  impptatioji  ?*— Then^"  fdbjoln6;.DiBclos,  **  it  U 
"  now  thefa(BioR  tbdcclaktt  againu  pi^ejudjpes;  perhaps 

.  .^>  we  have  alreidy  defirbyed  too  many  of  them ;  prejudice 
^'  Hrilie  law  of  ihc  geaendity  of  mankinds  Ip  fpeaking  on 
**,this  fwbi^fti  J  am  wnd»  tfic  JKceffity  of  finding  ^ult 
"  with  thofc  writers,  who,  under  ihe  pretence  of  com- 
"bating  fuperftitioti  (which  would  be  a  very  biidablc 
*•  motive,  if  it  were  rellrairiect  ^hiii'thc  bounds  of  virtue 
*' and  of  prudence),  endeavour  to  fap  the^  foundations  of 
^^rall^'^  iibd Modfea  the  balrds\'6f 'fix^Cf ;  thi  more. 

./*  ludpusjffFc^s  which  they  prodi|C€  upon,  their  coh^^^rts, 
**  i$  to  render  them  in  thefr  youth  ufelefs  and  cfangerou* 
"  Citizens  and  fcincfalotss  crimiiiaist-atH^W  arHad^anced 

'  ^^age 'Wretched  md  aAkxifik''\nieni'f()i^'^ 

,i  «]fd*  of  ,^i4tii,  wWaJ  t}»%  JM9«r<rf.iif§  S^%P9ftft*the. 

"•conmletely  abandoned  as  to  be  careleis  about  the  fututt 


f » 


>•  Nature  and  Wifdom  difer  but  ip  namv 
o  ^«  Itjcir  eflds jand!.atyoftir^jfh-  iitt  ti^fj^iM 
},:.::<?Ji>,-fpiii(^dfSop»jgh7V^jl^^  ,^.. ,:  ^,, 

<>**  They  force  their  truths  eternal  oa  the  hcsut. 


hssppy.  Xhsoi  J^cj  are*.  Npw  pm  do  quit* 
the  contrary.  You  sire  alwajis.  writing*  againl^ 
[*  that  Religion  which  alone  is  able  to  re^ 
*^  &mtx  wickednefe,  and  to  afibrd  ns  confola- 
^^tion  under  oxis^fbrti^es/'  Voltaire,  accoid-; 
ing  to  Brptier,  jva&  muph  (buck  wUh  what 
fA»  do  Taknond  had  iaid  ttxhip);  and  ex*- 
cufed  himfetf  by  faying,  ♦*  that, he  wrote  only 
**  for  thofe  who  w^  of  the  fame  opinion  with 
riuipfelf,"       ..  - 

Vditaire 'S  •  pen  was  fertile  and  very^^ant; 
his  obfearations  are  occafionally  acute,  yet  he 
often  betrays  great  ignorance  when  he  treats 
on  fubjeds.  pif  ancient  learning.  Dr.  Johnfon 
told  Mis  •2uita9)&sil  Freron,  ^*rthat  Fir  e^a$ 
^'  ^cfrrhni-  ingmii'^ae  fbucamm  Kterafum  ;'*  'aiW 
Bl(hop  Warbiirtori  %s  of  hitti',  with  no'lrf^ 

9 

I?  Afld,  as  Jwvq;^  b^s  finely  obferve^}| 

'•  Exempk  qiioacunjue  matb  comttUUitUf^^  ipfi     ' 
':'•   «<  Vifpttcdj^iehrU  f^ihCa  t/t'hctc  zibio,  quief/e 

•  *-< 

**  Whoe'er  commits:  axnme  is  (km  to  fbd 

•       ,  r 

*' D4fpfcaAujc  ath}|irfe}f  f  nor  canJh^^ 
*•  His  mind  'gamft  thofe  compvmdions  which  arc  fcnt 
*'  By  gullfmelf,  is  its  ovrrtpiiniflimeitt:      '       \ 
f*  WlT!S^;'te^^fna•eafe  the'anguifh  of  his  heart, 
!f  Accufing^Confcieittcf  aft'stHe  'Jfui^e's  part." 

f  Irj. »'  .-.  ?  c  pleafantry 


< 


J 


pkwfiufttfjr  than  troth,  **  th^t.  he?,  wtiiies  indif- 


J   .iKt  ^ 


According  to  the  Author  pfiitt*  -l^QSMeNV 

*{  ^^  fJn^m^  Cow,'"  Trtwchift  njSJa^i  l« 

frieodsa  that  y€dtike' died  ia^e>es«{/.^Aicsi'riEtf 
iwnd,  .  **  Jfimeuf^.  gk(md(^mi  des\^is¥(K  et  ,M 
f*  Hoynm^sr  cxioliirtiedfbei  in  t^afcofe  awful  ^Or 
tpetit*  wtheu  tnnthwill  force  its  Jiwy-  ^^  J  rwift^ed^" 
^ded  Tronchin,  /^V  that  thofe ,  wh«  had  bem 
^\  perverted  by  his  writings  had  been  pr^fent  at 
*^  his  death ;  it  was  a  fight  too  horrid  to  fup^ 
*'  iport.  Oh\ m  pouvSt  pas  ft '  timr  jMtre  \  ^9 
^:.fareH fpeBude. 


ri^'    /   t 


(4 

u 


Voltaire,*'  faid  Montefquieu,  ^'"can-^ieveu 

write  a  good  hiftory.    He  is  like  the  Monks, 

who  always  write  for  the  honour  of  their 

Convent,  and  never  of  the  fubjeft  on  which 

they  treat ;  Voltaire  will  always  write  for  his 

f'  Convent  *;'• 
'"       '-  '     '    •'*    '■  ;       "^  ''     The 

*  f  T'h>:;ConYentiwa8.aP5k?i7c<Hi^)frfcd{oFya  fcvr  pre- 
tended Philofophers,  and  a  great  Monarch  at  the  head 
of  tliifai,  whot  howevcr^'bettaff  icquainted  wkh  the  mture' 
al.men  And  of  hum^o  affair»  thanlhemfelvesi,  did  not 
}lroeeedr  lio  tb&  violeot  extremes  into.:  which  they  gave^ 
VQltaiife^.  inSideL'  ^^itiQgs.poflers.thlj^  porntcious  quality:,: 
tfet  Ab^  i[en(icr:iafidriity  ^y  to  tte  J^e^nfift.  capacity, 
and  coavince  thofe  perfons  by  a  joke  or  a^ioflery  to 
.    .,  whom 


Thc^'Jate;  BUhop  Wacburti??  l^tt^>i«c«^ 
to  have  wjrittea  againft  y^d^ji^ejvan^  a 

pity  that  he  was  diffuaded  from. <l(pin^  that 
which  he  woi^ld  )iav?  done  eminently  well,  as 
he  had  wit  and  talents  equal  to '  thofe  of  Vol- 
taiie,  and  was  confidcraoly  his' Superior  in  learn- 
ing. The  lofs,  however,  of  the  ahtuiafe  '6lf  the 
Bilhop  to  the  pbifon  of  tms  \  lively  tliough 
dangerous  Writer,  is  in -fome*  degree  lupplied 
by  "  -^  Lettres  de  <iuelyi€s^uijfs  a  M.  ck  Vol- 


# « *   •  » 


By  the  ktndnefa  of  Mr.  Wyni^ham,  an 
Englifti  Letter  of  M.  de  Voltiire  t6 /Mr.  tted- 
dington,  afterwards  Lord  Melcomfce,  i^**fub- 
joined. 


•ic: 


i    I 


*1VJ'    r 


t  V 


(« 


Sir, 


"  4  .^7^  1756. 


,  *^.I  WAS  vpiy  jRck  in  the  mpn):&  of  January, 
••  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  when  a  handfome 
"  youth  did  appear   in  my  cabin,  next  to 

w^om  argninentation  would  be  xncompreheDfible.  Tftey 
ntife  a  laugb  in  VQung  minds  againlV  certain  fehbuf 
objects,  when  the  impreifioiis  art  ilrpngaiicl' vivid,  and 
i^xtfft  |hofe  fire-bmnds  in  fport,  which,  under  the  beifuty 
apd  flayfulneft  of  the  flapie,  conceal  th^if  powers  of 
combuilion. 


•« 


"  Laufannc, 


«  Llrafann6,  aii^:fetourcd  me  'witb  your  'kind 
^  fettfcr,  writftetf  iii  Septemberr  fKt  difif^from 

•  ^ 'The  Country ^ about  'Geneva,  which  you 
**  have  fttn'y  is  now  much  improved;  noble 
"'houfes  are  tttilt/ large  gardens'arc 
**  'Tlio^e  whp^faytlie  world  imgaifs'- every  "day 
^'  are  ,quite  ,m  'the  wrong — ^are  quite  m  the 
**  wrong  as  to  the  natural  worldj  **tts'not  the 
"  like  in  the  moral  and  the  political  one* 


J  '    <  4. 


^'  ^iBe  what  it  will ,  I  have  pitched  tipOn  two 

^*  fetreatk  On  the  banks  of  that  lake  you  arc 

*  *        •-        * •  "       .     ■  •        •  ■     '  j> 

**"  pleafed  to 'mention  in 'your  lettfer.     I  pats 
^  the  winter  by.  J-aulknne,  and  the'otfier  fea-v 
«*'  Tons  by  Geneva,  *  without  care  stnd' without 
••^-Km'gs*  ■'••"•*    '  ■■ •'  ■  -. 

'    *f/That  country  would  not  perhaps' agree 
^<  ^wtAi  a  fftfedChmki  of  tweirtysifi^^    but  it  is 

'  •  Voltaire  was  one  of  the  greatelt  flatterers  to  King* 
ana^tili^Gn;at,to  ^r  feccs'^iti  ife'ietteA  «i(  tlicni, 
that  ever  exifted.  He  had.  wrjlttcn  fotne  verfes  in  feirour  of 
M.  ^de  Chojfcul  tv^'eii  he  vyas  in  jplac'e ;  be  afterWaffls  wrote 
i  complimcntarv  verfes  on'  M.'  <fe'l\Jdup^u,^  WHo  AiccfeMed 
'hi^/.';M!';df  0Ha^^^^  to'  (hew  hS  cpiitefopr*  at  this 
tifhaviour,'  jpjit 'a  reprfefent^tion  of  /the'  Ifi^d'  of  "V^Slttire 
upon  'a  W^kiW-coct  on  ^m"k  Wt  '^irii^^tlf  his -Chateau, 
at  Chanteloup, 

i  «  nioft 
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**  moft •  coQvement  to. old  jge^  Y^hm.qni  h 
ff  paft  fixty,  tfcc  place^of  K^aJ^  a  ^ibta^e 
"  ftation.  Yet,  though  I  am  mightily: pkifed 
**  with  thcfe  lands  of  peace  4ind  freedom,  I 
**  woidd  gladly  fee  another  Jaad  of  liberty 
«<  arain  A)efore  I  dip ;  I  woulcj  have  the  honour 
^  to  fee  you  again,  and  renew  to^^you  ,^^ii^T 
V  cere  afld  cverlafting  grajt]ttude.fdr  ^l  thip  <Q-t 
."•kens  pfkindnefs  I  received . from  you  wheal 
"  •  was  in  London* 


*  ■/ 


"  My  good  Countrymen  have  fometimcs 
?•  upbraided  me  for  haying  too  much  ef  the 
•*  Englifli' fpirit  in  m^^  way  of  thinking  j  it 
"  fliould.  be  but  juft  I  fhould^ppy  a  vifit  tg 
"  thofe  yfho  have  drawn  that;  reproach .  upoa 
**  me;  l^efure,  dearSr^,  none  V.a&.  more  guilty 
•*  than  ygu.  I  hope  I  fliould  find  yoa  ijx^^o^, 
**  health,  for  you  are  bom  as  found  and  itoong, 
**  as:  Nature  made  ine  wisak  and  unh^thy.  ^  j 
?*  ha|>ej  the  eviening  of  youriifay  is  fcrenp  and 
**  c^m  J  'tis  4hc  beft  lot  of  that  hour :  ypu 

.*'  ;h^v«  (?«jpjr^4taA  the  ?e£t,  , :.,'  /  ...   .  .r  -. 

•"  •'••'f aft^  Wlflftlie  tfeiideiWft  ftfpe^;''  • ' ■  "  ' '^ 

\.  '  \l  '.Mi  (,si     ,  i ■  ■v^^Ji^r '•  ^  .ij\   -i     .'•       -    '  .k.tM.f     ...;.' 

^      »T?i0»ftm)fthtimWe>%na<l*edientf€b-an^ 

,      *'   VottAIRP.'^ 


Sir 


VOLTAIRE^  461 

.  Sir  William  Chambers  pre&nted  his  hook 
on  Oriental  Gaaxfetiing  *  to  VoltairA.  The  two 
foliowitig  llettcrs  paffed  between  them  on  the 

odcalioa : 

*  -      ,    ' '  •       •  ... 

:•»  ■■•  ■.         .      . 

«  Londoin,  July  3,  1722. 

^  Sir, 

,  ,    ,  •         r  T 

**  I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  fending  you  a  little 
**  book  lately  publimed  by  me;  it  contains^ 
betides  a  great  deal  of  nontenfe,  two  vtvy 
pretty  prints  engraved  by  the  celebrated  Bar- 
"  tolozzi;  which  prints,  and  the  view  with 
*'  i^hich  -the  beok  was  publiflied,  are  its  only 
^  recommendations. 


M 
« 


"\ 


^  '-'T^e  taftc  9f  Gardening,  as  it  feems  to  me^ 
^*  is  very  indifferent  all  over  Europe.  A  wiilV 
^  tt  fee  it  mended  has  induced  me  to  throw 
"  biit  a  few  hinis  upon  that  fubjed  ;  they  may 
^  eicite  others  to  labour  in  the  fame  field  \ 
**  I0  ample,  (b  rich,  fo  well  deferving  toe  atr 
**  tention  of  genius.  It  is  much  to  be  re- 
**  grelted'thait  Wfonfietir  de  Voltaire  (amidft  the 

*  TbaC  great 'Ar£bite£t  was  c^udi  iidkiiled  oiv  dsefiib* 
}e6t  of  this  book^..  He,  hpwevcr,  aflured  his  (riqnds,  thz^^ 
all  the  ideas  of  Oriental  Gardening  mentionedl  in  it  were 
taken  from  a  Treatife  of  Father  Attiret,  ah  Euro{)e^a  Mif- 
fionary  in  Chvia,  who  had  wntteii  ei  t^G^avden^  of  Ihat 
Coiiotrjr. 

.  '  "  great 
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treated). has :nev«r  cmpbved.  )ns:.tii0Qght9 
upoft-thisu 

^*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpeft, 

"  Sin 

"  Yoiir  moft  obedient  humble  Servant,  , 

"  WiLUAM  Chambers, 
T^o  Monjieur  de  Voltaire  ^ 


"  A^t  7,  177^* 

^  ^«  Chatccm  de  FaRcf. 

**  Monlieur, 


Ce  n*eft  pas  affez  d'aimer  l^s  jardmsj  ni 
d'en  avoir.  II  faut  dcs  yeux  pour  les  r^gjirdcr, 
**  etdesjambes  pour  s*y  promener.     Je  perds 
^*  bientot  les  uns  eties  autres,  grace  a  ma  vieil- 
"  leffe  et  \  mes  maladies.     Un  des  derniers 
ufages  de  ma  vue  a  etc  de  lire  votre  tres 
agreable  ouvrage. ;  Jq  m'aper^jois  qiie  j'^ifoivi 
vos  precept es  autaat  que  o^nigoOiBQCd  et^. 
mafortuoe  Tont  permis-  J*^  de  tm  dans  mes 
jaifdins,  parterres,  petite  piecerd'^ta^i^pcome^f 
oid^s  regulieres,  bois  tres  irregQlieifst  jWbwi^,;: 
".  prfs,  vignies^  potiigjers^aveac  dicsiiputs^^lo  parn. 
^  U^e€<mterts.d*$irbjpesih:^rs»\doi:pci^ 
**  du.fauwgq>  k  tout  ea  petite ^tio^K  doignc^ 

"  votre 


Ci 


><f  ife^iraitiercdt  ea^^DW^aat  etw  votre:ecolrer:  v^. 
"  J*ai  rhonneur  d'etre,  avec  tout^irdtim^:- 

r 

"  Monfieur,  .  ,. 
**  Voire  tres  obeiffant  Serviteur, 

"    VoLTAIRB, 

'  • '   '  **  Gentilhhmme  de  la  Chambre  du  Rot.** 


1       - '    * 


*     - « 


An  impertinent  perfon  had  teazed  Voltaire 
tvith  continual  letters,  to  which  no  anfwer  had 
been  given  ^  at  laft  Voltaire  wrote  to  him 
thus : 


cc 


My  Dear  Sir, 

'  ^^'  I  am  dead,'arid  cannot  therefore  in  future 
**"haVc  the'lioiioiir  to  write  to  you." 


.  >    " »  V     .*  , 


I'l^    ■;.-  •   Ji    .1   i>    iiJJiM i 


■   T  ♦  •  ^   •   T 

/    1    I  /   1.    ■ 


J.  J.  ROUSSEAU. 


Tnips  doquent'  Writer  was  very  much  cha- 
ined; wbeu  he  was  n<>t  permitted  by  Voltaire's 
friends  to  add  hi$ Houis^d^or  to  tho&  that  had 
bttn  codl^ed  fisr  >raifiiig  ^ ftatue  to  him^  whi|fl 
livii^^ theComcdk Francaife^at Pms.  When 
bisiiriendsijpepreiented  4:0  'him  a^  11  f^hilofofdier 
•Alteir rfurprife  rat  thisy  he  repiie^  ^^^  Mw>,  ikft/"- 
^Jimn^  ^  meurs  ^^  jifc«f&.*t  -^it^paffiohJ^'for 

glory 


4%  J»7*  >^<nrs8tAtr. 

H^ocjrratid  difiiiiaikm  feeiM^  r^liafe  bdMctlfib 
leadii^  p7ind|ile  «f  KiSi  iM^vA.  Hi»  fitei'arjf 
camr  begad  in  patradox^ .  he  t^Dok  the  wibng 
fide  of  a  queftion  long  fince  fetfl^,  aiid,  flattered 
by  the  fiiccefs  of  his  eifons^  fit  proceeded  to 
his  too  fiimotK'**^  Oontrat  flbckdi,**  die  pdRtical 
.creed  of  a  heighbouring  Nation,  who  wifh,  like 
Mahooaet,  to  propr^atc  it  wrtb  arfti's  in  their 
hands  throughoyt  Europe,  Yet,  as  if  confci- 
ous  that  what  was  merely  a  di{play  of  pernicious 
ingenuity  in  'him,  might  ^be  ,ta1ceh  as  a-  ferious 
truth  by  others,  he  fayis,  in  another  place,  "  In 
the  mifery  attendant  upon  human  affairs, 
what  thing  is  valuable  enough  to  be  pur- 
chafed  at  the  expence  of  tlie  blood  of  our 
brediren?  Liberty  itfelf  cofts  too  dear  at 
that  price.  It  is  vain,"  continues  he,  "  to 
attempt  to  coAfbttod  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence :  they  are  things  fo  different  in  them- 
*'  felves,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  unite  them* 
^*  When  every  one  a£b  as  he  pleafes,  he  thuft 
'^  oftea  do  what  is  unpleafant  to  others;  and 
*^  who  can  Call  that  fituatioh  a  ftate .  of  firce- 
•*  dom«  Liberty  confifts  lefs  in  having  oar 
"■  otvn  way^  than  m  not  being 'fiib5e(9t  to  the 
^V  will  of  others.  It  conlifls,  likcwife,  ift  b^ng 
^\  unable  to  fubmit  the  will  o£.  aaothcr  i^eribn 
^  t0  that  of  .one's  own*    Whoc^r  haf  contr- 

^  noally 


^  nually  Ins  own  w«7  canikot  be  free;  and,  ix^ 
"  reality,  to  command  is  to  obey." 

He  feys,  i».hi%  If^ttffiMxiteide  la  Mm- 
tiigney  — "  After  having,  during  the  whok 
"  courfe  of  my  life;  been  tl^  P^aegyrift  ^pf  a 
•i  Republi<;an  form  of  Gpyernmqot^  ipuft  I, 
H.  towards,  the  cadof  it,  be  obliged  tci  coofefe,^ 

«  .that    of   all  the  Governments   that,  ^xift,: 

•  > 

Monarchy,  is    tiiat  ift   which  there  is    tl^c, 
greateft  .r^rd.paki  to.  tbe.;twe  liberty  qf 
**  man?" 


'.-4    •  t 


Had  Roufleau,  who  was  rather  caRi^icipu$ 
than  malignaDt,  rather  a  man  of  no  fipce4  princi« 
pies  than  of  bad  princrplesj^  lived  to  -have  A*q(\ 
the  pernicious  effefts  of  his  paradoxes  upon  the, 
happinefs  of  mankind  in  pur  tiin/e,  be  woul4 
b^ye^ been  the  firft  ^o  have  execrated  big^qwa 
fedudive  talents,  and  to  have  broken  that  ma-, 
gical  wand,  which,  though  like  that  of  Profpero 
it  could  "  fet  the  waters  in  a  wild  roar,"  yet  did 
not,  like  hisjr  poflefs  its  more  falutary  power  of 
allaying  them*. 

*  The  venerable,  and  reipi^able  BiAop  of  Loom.dt 
St.  Pol,  now  in  London,  wasonqe  prefent  when  Rouffeau 
•was  accufed  of  being  occafionally  in  his  writings  contra-> 
i^xGtot^  and  inconfeiJiuent.  "  i  tell  njankind,**  anfwercd 
he,  **  what  I  really  think  true  at  the  tim^  aod  ib  X  porforxa 
*'  my  engagements  with  them.** 

VOL.  IV.  H  n 
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AJlCHBfsHOP  or   tMS^n 

»  '  -r..  .  ....  I.  ,.« 

*  # 

This  Prebitewa^  of  k  Mimfteriai iainily,  ha4 
feme  takah,  t^  an  el^nt  witter,  aiid>  Kke 
Vefpafiani  y*ovid  have  '  eter  appesDred  ^/^^i 
rtghanJiJi  non  feptajffit — capable  of  the  office  of 
Prime  Minifter  of  a  great  kingdom,  had  he  never 

been  placed  in  that  arduous  fituation.  ' 

-      •s  .  .  ■        . 

When  Archbiftiop  of  Thouloufe,  he  diftin- 
guifhed  himlclf  by  his  pdilhed  mimiers  and 
elegant  hofpitahty.  His  Paftbral  Letter.  Aphk& 
Burying  In  Churches  is  well  written,  and  fbrkfcfy 
(fcipofes  that  abufe,  which,  like  the  torfitiStt  of 
Mezenthis,  conjoins  the  living  with  th^^'dWad) 
and  is  produftive  of  many  mi^hievoui  elfBds 
on  the  healths  of  mankind.  .    .i- 


'  -  ^  Bf.  dt  Bmane's  greit  grandfather  vn^.  SccMary  of 
j^te  to^Aoae  pf  Aufim.  He  pMblUbed  bis  Menhir*  b 
three  volumes  i  amo.  for  the  ufe  of  his  fon.  They  are  VCQ^ 
entertaining.  The  elder  brother  of  the  Cardinal  de  Brienne, 
the  BfarqiiiB,  had  his  arm  ihot  off  in  the  teai  attack  of 
fWt  L'Affiettei  in  Savoy,  in  1746.  Hewa^  r«^[Defl^  to 
nArt  to  histent.  ^«Nb,  no,"  replied  Jie,  «^I  hanreaiMher 
^  arm  left  for  ^  icrvioe  of  my  King/'  He  perfifiodr  ^^ 
WM  ibon  afterward!  killed  bv  a  cannon-ball.  , 

•  •  •  * 

•*  O  ye,- 


(C 
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"  O  ycy*  fays  he  in  his  Pafloral  Letter, 
•*  my  dear  Brethren,  who  continue  to  think  'our 
regulations  too  fevere  (although  we  have 
been  as  little  rigorous  as  J)ofliil)le),  what  com- 
plaints can  you  make,,  what  objeiitions  can 
you  oppofe  to  them?  Churches,  in  the 
early  times  of  our  holy  religion,  were  neyej? 
**  made  ufc  of  as  the  fepultures  of  Chriftians, 
•*  They  feem  to  have, been  Co  little  intendt»4 
«*  for  that  purpofe,  that  in  the  office  for  the 
*•  confecration  of  them,  according  to  a  leaned 
^  Canon  Lawyer,  there  is  not  a  finglc  prayer 
*•  that  relates  to  it,  though  there  are  fome  ex- 
j)refely  deftincd  for  the  confecration  of  churcH- 
yards;  and  can  you  fuppofe  that  preten- 
f*  fioijs,  againft  which  their  abufe  will  ever 
"  prpteft,  can  prevail  ^inft  the  dignity  of  out 

**  facred  fabrics,  the  holinefs  of  our  altars,  and 

,  ... 

^  the  confervation  of  the  human  race  ? 

.  *^  Will  you  then  have  recourfe  to  your  fitua* 
**  tiori,  your  confequence,  the  nuric  wlidkrb  you 
^*  hold  in  fociety  ? 

.  •*  Our  grounds  of  confidence  are  Co  ff^t^ 
**  that  we  are  inclined  to  think  tbofeperfbns 
*""Mrh6  have  the'greateft  claims  to  diftinftion, 
^  will  be  thfe  laft  to  exert  thofe  clainas.  Ex- 
^  ceptions  caufe  always  jealoufy  and  multiply 

H  H  ^  "  prc- 
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pretenfions.  ,  Who  will  dare  to  complain 
when  the  prohibition  becomes  a  general  law  i 
and  furely  in  the  grave  at  leaft  there  ought  to 
be  n6  exception  made  for  any  one/' 


ft 


M.  Hecquet  lays,  in  his  "'Colle&ion  of 
**  Trafts.  relative,  to  the  Exhumation  .  of  the 
"  great  Church  of  Dunkirk/'  that  the  town 
"  became  more  healthy  after  the.  bodies  of 
"  thofe  who  had  been  buried  in  it  had  been 
^*  taken  up.  The  houfe  of  the  God  of 
*'  Mercy,"  fays  he,  "  then.ceafed  to  be  the 
.*^  cavern  of  .Peftilence,  and  the  .Sanduarj'^  of 
Religion  was  no  longer  the  grave  of-  pollu- 
tion/* Similar  efFe(fts  produce  finiilar  caufes; 
and  when. the  exhalations  from  putrid  animal 
oiwtter  are. added. to  the.fmuke,  the  filth,  and 
the  clofenefs,  of  great  towns,  the  philofopher 
will  behold  them  no  lefs  as  the  deftroyers  than 
the  corrupters  of  the  human  race  *. 

•  See  '*  Piecfs  concemant  les  Exhumations  faites  Jans  VEglife 
**  de  St.  Eloy  en  Dunhrque^  imprimees  tt  pubtites  par  VOrdre  du 
**  Gouvernmenf^  Paris ^  1785*"  The  ancien  regime  of  fnntt 
was  in  general  very  careful  of  the  lives  and  healths  of  its 
fubjeds,  within  the  kingdom  at  leajfl.  •  Were  they  threatened 
with  any  epidemical  difeafe,  or  did  any  particular  cotDplaint 
appear,  the  beft  PhyGcians  were  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  examine  into  the  nature  azid  caiHes  of  them;  and 
their  rejx>rts  were  printed  at  the  expence  of  the  Kingl  It 
did  not  wait  for  the  (low  and  uncertain  txertioos  of  bene* 

volcncc 


J 


[  .  4^     ] 


t  %  ^^        -^  , 


M.  TURCOT. 


.) 


It  wastfaid  ofTurgot,  and  of  his  predecef- 
for  in  the  finaftce;^.  Abbe  Terrai,  "  que  Ic  pre- 
mier fit  mal  le  bkn^  et  que  le  fecpndfit  bien  le 
jtmiy   .There  might  be  fome  truth  iu  this  j^ 
for  Turgotj   with  the  beft  intentions   jn.the 

yolence  ia  the  individual:  it  confidered  itfelf  as  the  "  nurf- 

•  ,-  •       » . 

"  ing  father  and  th?  nurflng  mother  of  its  people.'*  ^  The 
fame  remarks  may  be  extended  to  any  improvement  irt 
Agriculture,  Mamifaftares,  Navigation,  &c.  The  ableft 
QhemiUsy  the*  befl  Mechanics^  &c^  were  employed  aiu)  paid 
by  Government  to  make  experiments,  to  furnifli  models,  &c.- 
a  paternal  care  well  worthy  the  notice  of  other  Govern- 
ments, who,  though  blefled  with  more  freedom,  are  but  too 
apt  to  have  lefs  attention  and  ufe  a  lefs  degree  of  exertion 
rcfpefting  thefe  obje<fts«  ..The  merit  indeed  of  a  chemical 
procds  to  arrcft  the  baiefi*rpower  of  cont^gbn^  difcorered 
by  a  learned,  poliQied,  and.  benevolent  Phyfician,  has  lately 
attrafted  the  notice  of  our  Hoard  of  Admiralty,  and  induced 
it  to  make  ufe  of  a  method  fo  fimple  and  fo  certain  to  pre- 
ferve  the  healths  and  the  lives  of  thofe  perfonis  committed 
to  their  care.  No  remuneration  nor  no  diftihdiions  have  as 
yet  attended  the  difcoverer,  who  in  this,  as  in*  fome  other 
benevolent  exertions,  has  merely  been  gratified. wtth  the  ap- 
plaufcs  of  his  own  virtuous  mind;  thofe  applaufes  which 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  liberal  and  intelligent  practice  has 
ever  fecured  to  him.— See  "  A  Letter  addrefled  by  James 
*'  Carmichaei  Smyth,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  to  Lord  Spencer." 

H  H  3  world. 


world,  was  perbap3  rather  tpo  precipitate  in 
fome  of  his  meafunes*  He  {xijpipoQsd  the  reft 
of  mankind  to  be  a»  bonvft^'as  virtuous,  and 
as  intelligent  as  himfelf,  but  was  moft  fatally 
deceived.  Turgot  ilinovlitctf  many  things  in 
tlie  French  '  Government  :-^thf  •  tbii^  we»e 
very  probably  in  themfelves  right,  but  the 
Kation  was  not  perhaps  in  a  proper  itate  to  re* 
ccive  them.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  this  upright 
but  imprudent  Minifter  g^ve  rife  to  the  follow- 
ing verfes,  which  were  written  in  1777,  and 
which  were  called  "  La  Propketie  furptine-y* 
a  prophecy,  alas !  too  cruelly  verified  by  the 
rapine,  the  maflacres^  flie  regicides  arid  the  iacri- 
lege  which  have  fucceedcd.  ^ 

■  ^) 
.    .       PROPHETIE  TURGQTINS, 

FAITE   EN  L'ANN££  1 777- 
8UR  L'aIR,  <t8I  LE  ROJ  m'AVOIT  DONKE.PARI^ 

&C.  &C." 

VIVENT  tous  nos  beaux  dprits 
1  Encyclopediftes  I 

Du  bonheurFranfois^epiiS) 
•  Grandfi  Ecohomiftcs.  ' 
Par  Icurs  foins  air  temps  ^^jiaim  » 
Nous  reviendrons,  c'eft  Icur  plato : 
•Momas  les  affiftfe," '-   '       '      ^ 

gue, 
'  Monius'les  aiSfie! 

Cc 


r^   1 


-y 


LesCcdl^crtxt^les.^ulJy..^  , 
.Nous  paroiffent  grands  J  mais  ii  ? 

Ce  n*eft  qu^ignKH^cfl^     ./ ; 

€>gue,,  -  \ 

C6  nfeft  qtt'i|;^H»«i¥:ef 


I  ,..,*•,» 


'\'   f I ♦ 


On  verrft  tours  1^  Btm 
'    £ntre  ear Te  cotifandre, 
Les  pauvre$^  finr  leiJrs  gnimli' 

Ne  plus  &  morfoiadre; 
Dies  bicns  on  fera  des  lots. 
Qui  rcndront  les  gens  cgaux 

Lc  bcl  Qcuf  a  pondre, 
O  gue, 

Lc  bel  <?c«rf  a  pondfc ! 


Du  meme  p2«'m»rcheroiiC 

Noblefle  et  rbture; 
Les  Fr^^ois  retwirnci'ont        •     ' 

Au  droit  de  nature. 
Adieu  PadeqEient  «fc  Loix, 
Et  Dues  et  Princes  ct  Rcris ! 

La  bonne  avQiUucc^  .,    ,,    .;,      , 

La  bonne  avept^fp. 


•■♦ 


HH4^  I  Puis 


Jt     I 
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Puis  deiwmig  rtiiiioivi ' » ^r*^  f*-  ^  -t^ 
Par  phflolbiiitte*)  ir   :  .r.    r  r   y 

Les  Francois  aurUnfi  AcfTDiats^-.  >*  - 
A  Icur  iantaiile. :  wr»..i  J",  s!  « '  • 


•   %-  ^' 


o 


'    .» 


Alors  ramonr^et-fiiycie  :>  ''-''     '^ 

Entre  fceurs  ct  freres,  r --'  ->  -* 
Sacrements  et-f*idftriti'  *\      - '»  --^ 

Seront  des  chimeres; 
Chaque  pcre  iniftefa?  '  -»«'  •♦  t,  . 
Noe  quandjils'emKfa.Jl  :::•:    \ 

Libert^ rplefiiefQ^  i  •»•!  -   ;  ^^ 
O  gue,;    :.    .     .,1  ck  '?:i:  /   . 

Libcrte  pleriior^!!  t  1     ,      .1 ,    , 


•  1 


Plus  de  Moin€S*kngoureufc,* 
De  plaintives  Nonnes,  *  •'  - 

Au  Heu  d'adreffer  aiixCietiX'^ 
Matines  et  Nones, 

On  verrace&malHettri^tlx.-;:  -.;  1 

Danfer,  abjurant-kqr.y«»:(i:     . 

Galante  chaconne) 
O  ffue%       .    . -^ 

Galante  ^h^oline ! 


Partifans  des  novations,*  —    ' 

La  fine  fequelle             •    -.'      • 
La  France  des  xMons" 

Sen  te  modele. 

i  .      .  V  •    ^4  Et 


f  -  *^  •> 


. A^  TuRGoTu  fit  compj^gqwijin  -  r.  ^    . 
Befogne  imrhprtelle ! 


<•/  ' 


. '« 


A  qui  davrons  nous  le  plus! 

C'eft  a  notre  maitre» 
Qui  f^-croyant  un-abii^  1 

Ne  aroodra  4>ltiS:reti:^  ^«. 
Ah !  i|u'U  faulf  aihier  4e  bhsk  J 
;Pour  dc  RQ},.rC^^e  pjus  licq^^^^  .. 
.....r  ...  J'enverrois  tout  paitre 
O  gue, 
J'eoY.errpis  tout  paitre ! 


K     1  .  * 


r 


*'"T' .'  • 


-    This  "Prophetb?   «{as.  wftjttei^^  fe3r:.M.:  de 

Lifle,  a  Captain  in^the  FTcmcht&jrikre' ^-atUhc 

time  in  ^^hich  tfiat* virtuous  aiid*  leariied  Mi- 

^  nifter  made  his  reforms'  in"  the  Government  of 

France;  reforms  which,  however  . didp4:ed .- by 

.  the  greatcft  purity  of  intention;,  and  poiaAating 

'frotn  a  mind  moft  highly- cultivateid  and  in- 


'M  -  • 


"*  This  relates  to  what  the  unfoniinate  Lduls  'the  Six- 
'tceath,faid  to  M.  de  Malfherbe,  wlieri'thaf  Minift'er  of  State 
defired  his  Sovereign  to  permit  him' to  itVigft  :'  **'  'Que  vous 
**  etes  heureux^  Monfieur  !  que'je  puh  fias  i^en'^lifdu[li,^»'^iy9f 
**  happy  you  are,  Sir  !  Why  Cahn6<  I^i^fi^ft  tbqr'*  Louis 
faid  one  day  of  M.  Turgot,  "ffiahd  f  aeltie  only  per- 
>*  fons  in  the  country  who  have  a  regard  for  the  people/*' 

formed. 
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formed,  were  but  dl  cateiilitted'^  £^r  t&e  com- 
fort and  happificft  of  «  Pedjiflc  a;^  fhith  every 
thing  td extremes,  arfd'feiiiitd'WIvi been da7> 
2led  and  to  hive  becocae  wildcat  the  mere  dawa 
of  that  liberty,  tb  the  fplendor  6^  Which  they 

had  been  fo  little  acculloaied  *♦ 

. .  '•  . 

M.  Tutgot  alwayi  gainr ^  j|i^  (^Omon;  in  fi»rour 
c^  the  virtue  and' godd  itUeittkuiS/.tf  the  late 
unfortunate  Me^nardh  of  h>fs^ixnHitry:  *^Nm 
^^  ifvom  nn  Rai  hoftnAe  iommity*-  lienfed  akfays 
to  fey — ^  We  hstve  a  Kiing  tirho  i^  an  honeft 

I.  *  *    %,         ■  • 

^  C0nmftt9  wpfime  ift  fejima^  fay  dxc  rdbp9h,«^tbe  iabtffe 
of  an^  thing  is  more  dangerous  in  proportion  .ta  itf  in* 
trinfic  excellence.  A  Poet  has  feig[ned  that  Milton  became 
bUnd,  in  confequence  of  the  aAual  appearance  of  the'  God- 
defs  of  Liberty  to  him.  The  i^ese  fiia4ow  of  that  auguft 
and  venerable  Divinity  baa  offuicatad  the  mental  eye  of 
the  French  nation,  and  excited  it  to  the  indulgence  of 
tbofe  nide  and  turbulent  paffions  by  which  the  moil  deteft- 
able  tyrants  themiHvcs  have  been  diftinguiflied,  avaricf, 
revenge*  aiid  cmelty,  the  violation  aJk  evfiy  princif^  of 
juAice,  and  the  profanation  of  every  facred  rite.  Happy 
iiiro;ald  it  i^ava  be?n  fey  thcBafeJvjt:^  ^p^  Jhdr,  neigjibourg,  if, 
like,  the  aQciem  Cacmadocians,  they  bad  refund  that  fn^edom 
which  m^%  offered  them  by  the  humane  and  virtuous  Turgot ; 
^s  l^y  their  abufe  of  that  irtcfttmable  bfeflicg,  the  fource  of 
^vcry  exalted  epergy,  of  tjbe  human  mind,  they  have  con- 
Y^rte^  it  io^o.^f  ^y^!h  ^  ^^S^  tbemi^v^  as  (o^the other 
*atiQQs.pf^ury|ve^^^.__  .';'';      ''       *      ., 


"  man.*' 


into  that  aFa<Je^  htidata  wifdomrWd  BdcPQ» 
vrho  WDutd  t  hmt  t<M  fcim^  *^  It  is  npl  good,  to 
**  try  experiments  on  bodies  poUtkyeific^pt  the 
^  neceffity  be  urgent,  or  the  utility  evident  i 
*•  and  t6  take  godd- care  that  it  be  t&ede&'C\Qf 
**  reformation  that  draws  on  the  change,  and' 
'^  not  the  defire  of  change  that  prqjeds  dii.  the 
**  reformation.  Further,**  adds  his,  Lordlhif^ 
all  novelty,  though  perhaps  it  mud  not  be  rer 
jed:ed,  yet  oug^t  ever  to  be  held .  iuipe&ed ; 
and  laftly,  as  the  Scripture  d^reds,  5/4jf^ 
Juper  vias  antiquas — Let  us  make  a  ftahd  upon 
^  the  antient  way^  and  then  look  about  us» 
^  atid  difcover  what  is  the  ftraightcft  and  right. 
**  way,  and  To  walk  in  it."  ^ 


*i~»iiPiiH»WPPi**—i»*^ 
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fays  in  his  j^  Maxims,*^ 


,  i 


♦^  The  laws  that  refpeft  a  fecret,  and  a  fum 
.c^-.mopey  cntrufted  to  a  maxi^  fhj^uld  lUnd 
4)pqn  the  iame  foundationt 


•• '/  . 


•  «'•'••    <>  I  •  ^ 


"  One  of  my  friends,  a  miii  of  very  dell-* 

*^  cate  health,  but  of  great  ftrcngth  of  charad- 

+  "  ter. 


*•  tcr,  uftd  to  fay:; of  himfclf,  ".  I  am-^  well 
"  the  reed  thBJt  bends  and  never  breaks,  as  thc^ 
^\  oak  that,  breaks  and  never  hends^  iomo  ime-, 
*'  rior  totns  n^rvus. 

'    "  A  man;  without  charadler  is  a  thmg»  not 
**  a  man. 

•*  A  man  without  principles  is  commonly  a 
•*  man  without  qharafter.  *  Had  he  been  born 
"  with  a  charafter,  he  miift  have  feen  the  ne- 
**'cefl[ity  of  forming  to  him(elf  principles  con- 
^  fiftent  with  it,  '      " 

"  Philofbphy,  like  the  art  of  Medicine,  con- 
^*  tains  a  great  deal  of  tra(h,  veiy  few  reme- 
**  dies,  and  hardly  any  fpccifics. 


Vanity  caufes  a  ihan''to''"exert  his  talents 
more  forcibly  than  he  otherwife  would  have 
^  done.  Put  a  ftict  to  a'  piece -of  pointed  iron 
**  it  becomes  a  dart,  add  a  few  *  feathers  to  it 
"  and  it  becomes  an  arrow. 

* 

'  **  Weak  men  are  to  rogues '-'ahddrifigilbg 
"  perfons  what  light  troops  at«  '  to  ah  aixliy'; 
**  who  do  more  mifchief  than  the  army  itfelf 
•*  by  fcouring  and  ravaging  thfe' country.  "  '* 


*  :  •     .     r     - 
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.M.    CHAMFOItr,  •      477 

/*  If  a  man  really  wifhes  to  aVoid  being  a 
•*  quack,  he  fliduld  never  get  upon  a  ftage; 
**  but  if  once  he  has  played  his  tricks  upon  it, 
*^  he  mud  continue  them,  or  fubmit  to  have 
^*  ftones  thrown  at  him  by  the  populace- 

"  Moft  men  are  flayes,  becaufe  they  caqnot 
"  pronounce  the  monofyllable  "  No," .  and  are 
"  unable  to  live  alone. 

"  General  maxims  are,  in  the  conduft  of 
"  life,  what  routine  is  in  ccrtai»  arts.  Situa- 
"  tions  in  each  occafionally  arife,  which  require 
"  fomething  beyond  them.** 


ABBt  BROTIER, 

the  Editor  and  Tranflator  of  Tacitus,  was  a 

Jefuit.  "  No  one,"  fays  his  Bic^rapher,  "  ever 
more  rigidly  pradifed  the  maxim  of  the  an- 
cient Philofopher,  "  live  concealed/  *    Many 

"  of  his  own  excellent  maxims  ftill  remain  in 

"  the  memory  of  his  friends." 

» 

He  uled  to  fay,  "  That  as  a  man  could  not 
""  always  do  what  he  wiftied   to  do,  to  enfure 

"the 
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••  the  p6$et  and  the  traaquillity  of  W$  life, 
«  he  ought  to  be  contented  with  dcfiiigthat 
^  which  he  ought  to  do. 

^  The  great  fotirccs  of  happine(9  are  ufld^er- 
**  ftanding  and  chcerfulnefs.  Nothing  in  the 
•^  world  can  be  fet  agalnft  them';  atnd  they  tan 
•'  ftand  in  the  ftead  of  every  thing/* 

tit  ufed  to  fay,  •*  That  in  proportion  as  the 
^  Government  was  in  the  handJ  of  more  per- 
**  fons,  it  was  always  more  unjuft.  Obfcrve/' 
faid  he,  *•  in  thie  Roman  Provinces  governed 
by  the  Senate,  to  what  an  excefs  tyranny  and 
rapine  were  carried  by  the  avarice  of  the 
Pro-Confuls>  and  by  the  power  of  impunity 
which  they  poffeffed ;  being  mailers  them- 
"  felves  of  the  Senate,  and  friends  and  relations 
"  of  the  Senators,  the  only  Judges  of  their  ill- 
**  behaviour/ V 

"  There  are  three  things  in  the  world,**  faid 
he^  ^  that  know  no  kind  of  refbaint,  and  are 
"  gDvcrned  by  no  laws,  but  merely  by  paffioo 
"  and  brutality  :--<ivil  wars,  family  quarrels, 
**  and  religious  difputes/* 


« 


He    agreed  with  Tacitus,  that  hereditary 
.power  depended  entirely  upon  chance  and  upon 

birth, 


births  and  that  ele6tiv^  -power  w^  ibpppl^d  to^ 
depeud  upoii  ^  e^ightciied  apd  well-coofidcf  ed 
choice.  "  But/'  added  he,  "  the^  opijcoons^  of 
"  mankind  are  fo  little  founded  in  truth,  that 
*'  the  loi^g  experi^Qce  of  paft  ag^  has  taught 
*•  us^  that  we  owe  mor«  of  our  greateft  and 
**  moft'  excellent  Princes  to,  birth  than  to 
**  choice/' 

AUttle  elegit  and  entertaining  work  of  Abbe 
Brotier  was  publjfhed  after  his  death,  intitled» 
**.  Faroks  iMemm'ableiy^  i2mo,  of  which  much 
ufe.has  been  jpade  in  this  Collection. 


s        ».  \ 
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